
FROM THE CAPITAL
STORIES BY TWO OF UNCLE SAM’S

ASSISTANTS.

Assistant Secretary Adee Finds Char-
lemagne Has 9,000,000 Descendants

—Treasury Official Is Booming
New Custom-House Model.

Washington—Second Assistant Sec-
retary of State Adee, who is as irre-

movable from his
job as Secretary
of Agriculture
Wilson, gets as
much fun out of
life as anybody.
There never has
been a man in the
state department
who knew so

[ much off-h an d
i about titles, pre-

cedents and all
the little angular-
ities that go to

make a study of reigning houses prac-
tical, romantic and interesting as
Secretary Adee. However, he makes
his routine life worth the living by

seeing the funny side of everything
and taking an optimistic view of that
which lacks in humor.

Recently the secretary was discuss-
ing with a friend the claims of a cer-

tain prince of Africa to recognition.
“I have no doubt this man is descend-
ed from King Solomon and the qusen
of Sheba," said the secretary.

“It is entirely possible. I remember
once a caller told President Garlield
that he was descended from Char-
lemange. ‘Let’s see,’ said the presi-
dent, ‘Charlemagne has been dead
about one thousand years. Allowing
30 years to a generation, which is
generous, that would mean over 30
generations, and calculating at the
usual rate of increase in families I
should say there ought to be about
9,000,000 people in the world by this
time who have the blood of Charle-
magne in their veins. It’s highly
probable you are quite right,’ conclud-
ed the president.

“That reminds me,” continued Mr.
Adee, “we have quite a number of
descendants froih passengers of the
old Mayflower by this time. I should
say, figuring it out as President Gar-
field did, there must be about 1,000,-
000 scattered all the way from Florida
to Alaska and from Maine to Cali-
fornia. One day Secretary John Hay

was talking to a friend and the friend
asked him if he was descended from
any one who came over on that fa-
mous ship. ‘I don’t know,’ responded
Mr. Hay, ‘but I will have an expert

look it up.’ An expert was called in
and the next day reported back that
Secretary Hay was duly descended,
on his maternal side, from a May-
flower pioneer.”

On a par with Secretary Adee in
optimism stands Assistant Secretary

of the Treasury James B. Reynolds,
a former newspaper official and an
administrator of the customs service
par excellence. Secretary Reynolds

was entertaining some callers recent-
ly when one of them happened to in-
quire about a plaster model of a 17-
story building which stood on the
mantelpiece in the secretary’s office.
Promptly leaving his desk Secretary

Reynolds took a position alongside the
cast, and, placing ills thumb and index
finger on the pinnacle of the tower, he
began:

•This, ladies and gentle, is the new
Boston customs house. You know in
New England they never tear down
anything they ever build up. Conse-
quently, Boston having outgrown Its
present building, we have been sorely
beset to increase its size. But how?”

With a twist of the wrist and a
slight jerk of the elbow Secretary Rey-

nolds deftly removed 16 stories off
the cast and there stood revealed a
one-story building of Grecian archi-
tecture, with a peg in the top which
had previously held the other 16 sto-
ries in place.

“This." he continued, “is the orig-
inal Boston customs house. You will
readily perceive that it is a low build-
ing of some* architectural beauty,
placed in the midst of an environment
of tall buildings, of which the stock
exchange is one. No Bostonese com-
ing down State street can see the cus-
toms house, and this fact has been one
basis of grave complaint. It would
have been exceedingly difficult to en-
large the present building qn the sur-
rounding ground without burying it,
especially if it were to be seen over
the top of the stock exchange. A
council of wise men was called to-
gether and eminent architects con-
sulted with the result you now see
—the old Boston custom house buried
under 16 stories of stone and mortar.
When they had found out what they

wanted l approved the plan, but I
told them the new building looked like
a combination of a roaanouse and a
hose tower. However, these 16 sto-
ries fell off the mantelpiece the other
day and stuck bottom side up on this
bit of wire which runs through them.
I take it that this is a good omen and
that we shall go on collecting cus-
toms duties in Boston, no matter what
happens."

Washington Short of Chicken.
Owing to the enforcement of the

new health regulations requiring the
maintenance of sanitary conditions in
chicken coops and barn yards and be-
cause of the fire regulations governing
the proximity of hencoops to dwell-
ings. owners of egg producers within
the city limits of Washington have
found it more profitable to kill their
fowls than to meet the new require-
ments. As a result chicken dinners
have become a fad with the residents
of the national capital.

“FIDDLIN’ BOB,” CAN’T PLAY
Tennessee Senator, However, Said to

Be Great Impersonator of Grand
Opera Stars.

Washington.—A year ago an article
was written in which Senator Taylor
of Tennessee was called “Fiddlin’
Bob,” and the name stuck.

"I have known Senator Taylor ever
since we were boys together,” said
Mr. McCord, “and I tell you that he
never could play the fiddle. He can
saw out a tune, in away, but as to
really playing, he can’t do It. I have
been where 10,000 people were de-
manding a tune from liis fiddle, and
1 never yet knew him to respond. The
only reason was that he could not
play, no other. His brother, Alf., ex-
member of Congress, is a fiddler that
is worth while, now. He is not a vio-
linist, understand, but he is as fine a
fiddler as one could wish to hear. He
has Ole Bull beat to a finish. He
doesn’t know as much as the senator
about technic and notes and all that,
but he can fiddle and the senator can-
not.

“However, the senator could have
made his mark as an opera singer, 4f
he had chosen that instead of the lec-
ture platform and politics. He is the
finest impersonator of famous grand
opera stars I ever heard. This is
something he can do, and no one ever
hears of it, while he bears a national
reputation as a fiddler, and he can’t
fiddle.

“Apropos of music, there is a good
joke which Senator Taylor perpetrat-
ed upon himself at the Nashville cen-
tennial. As is usual at such affairs,
there were different ‘days,’ and, natu-
rally, Senator Taylor made the ad-
dresses of welcome on these days.

This series of addresses of welcome
was fairly wonderful. On the day set
aside as music day, he made one of
the best speeches he ever made and
he held his audience spellbound by
his eloquence. Of course there were

several composers and many great
professors of music, men of world-
wide renown, no doubt, who dwelt
upon his words with rapt attention,
until he came to the mention of the
famous composers. lie spoke of the
priceless gift of music given to the
world through the medium of such
perfect masters as Wagner, Mendels-
sohn. Beethoven, Rubinstein, Tann-
hauser and several others. Well,
when he mentioned the opera Tann-
hauser, as a member of the immortal
baud, I saw a smile pass over the
faces of the distinguished musicians
and their kind, but, luckily, Senator
Taylor did not notice it.

“Afterwards, when I told him of it,
he said, ‘Say, Laps, did- I do such a
thing as that?’ The addresses were
later published in book form, but the
quoted ‘composer’ did not appear in
the illustrious ’ist.”

GO TO SEE BIG SHAFT FALL

Capital Folk Flock to See Washington
Monument Tumble, but It Still

Is 555 Feet High.

Washington.—The Washington mon-
ument became an object of interest
to Washington’s oldest Inhabitants
the other day. For several days per-
sons have been picking up small
pieces of marble and cement, identical
with the material used in the monu-
ment.

This started a story that the monu-
ment was cracking and in danger of
falling. Many who heard the story
took advantage of the Sunday holiday
to visit the monument to see it fall.

The monument watchmen say it is
not uncommon for pieces of marble
to drop from the shaft from time to
time, but they attach no significance

to it. Stone masons say that these
pieces falling from the seams eventu-
ally may necessitate the expenditure
of money in patching.

The monument is 555 feet high.

Power of the Senator.
Speaker Cannon at the recent Grid

Iron club dinner In Washington, stood
up for the senate.

“You’d think the way the senate in
blamed for everything," he said, “that
it had supernatural powers.

“A crowd of farmers were knock-
ing the senate one market day last
month, when an old fellow of only
one-horse power brain bustled into
their midst.

“ ‘Well, byes,’ said he, ‘what's the
senate up to now?’

“‘Why, ain’t ye heard, Zachary?’
said a young farmer, winking at the
others. ‘The Senate’s went and passed

a bill addin’ two extry months to win-
ter.’

“Zachary struck his forward with
his red-mittened fist.

‘“Do tell!’ he groaned. ‘Gosh dura
the luck! ‘An’ here I’m clean out o’
fodder.’ ”

An Appropriate Name.
There’s a bright girl at the capital,

of the oldest and bluest regime—she

comes of senatorial and supreme
bench and antediluvian stock—lias a
fiance —or at least he was her fiance;
the other day he turned into her hus-
band —named Wood. Mr. Wood, as
behooves the conventional lover, pre-
sented his innamorata with an ex-
quisite little French poodle. Now, the
lady is pnssionately fond of flowers.
Her friends naturally assumed the
dainty little canine would be chris-
tened florally. “What are you going
to call your dog?” the lovely fiancee
was asked, "that Mr. Wood gave you.”

“Call him? Why, Dog-Wood, of
course,” the poodle’s mistress re-
turned, opening wide blue eyes of sur-
prise at the unnecessary question.

And “Dogwood” the infinitesimal pup
remains.
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Lowest Prices in the City.
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Joseph H. Stuart
LAWYER

Practice in all courts. Examining
Abstract of Titles and Draw-

ing up Legal Instru-
ments Given Care-

ful Attention.
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Phone: Olive 2294
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First Class Repairing and
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Hats Trimmed and Made to
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I YOUR DOLLAR
Will come back to you if you spend It at
home. It Is gone forever if you send it to
the Mail-Order House. A glance through
our advertising columns will give you an
Idea where it will buy the most.


