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AN IMPOR-
TANT DE-

CISION
Memphis, Tenn., June 29. —The

recent decision handed down by
the Supreme Court of the United
States, in the case of Jones vb.

Jones, through Mr Justice Lurton

denying tne contention that the

right of inheritance is a natural

right, is of widespread interest to

colored people not only because

the decision came through a case

involving the status of former

slaves, but particularly because

the decision upholds the argument
of B. F. Booth, the celebrated col-
ored lawyer, who won out against
an array of white lawyers of the

highest standing. The litigation
lasted for several years.

The case has been widely .Quoted
in press, and in many quarters the
garbled reports created the wroug

impression. Contrary to belief
here and there the decision does

not prohibit slave husbands nor

slave wive3 from directly inherit-

ing one from the other, nor does it

conflict with the orderly inheri-

tance of sons and daughters from

their parents, whether once slaves

or not. What the d-cision de-

clares is that the right to held and
transmit property, since it is a be-

stowed and not a natural right, is

to be left to the laws and statutes

of the several states, and does not

come under the operation of the

Federal constitution. The issue

involved a very high point in the

law and gives relief to many law-
yers who have been troubled with
it in all the southern courts since

the war.
The plaintiffs, Will Jone3, and

others, brothers and sisters of John

Jones, an exslave, who died near

Memphis, leaving many acres of

tine land, held that they uad an
inheritance interest in the proper-

ty. They were represented by

Banks and Harralsou, Cockroft

and Odell and W. P. Metcolfe, all

distinguished white members of

the Tennessee bar. The defendant
Margaret Jones* widow of John

Jones, who denied, under the Tenn-
essee law, that the brothers and
sisters had any right of collateral
inheritance, was represented by

Booth, of Memphis, who had no

associate counsel, fighting the case

alone through the courts of Tenn-
essee and the Supreme Court at
Washington.

W. H. Harralson made the ar-

gument for the plaintiffs before
the high courts of Tennessee and
the Supreme Court at Washington,

weile Mr. Booth appeared for the
defendant in all the hearings.
Mr. Harralsou invoked the 14th
amendment of the constitution in
his behalf, his citations emphasiz-
ing the spirit of that amendment,
which prohibits discrimination
against any citizen and which was
desigued to relieve the disabilities
of colored people.

In a remarkable argument, Mr.
Booth contended that the. 14th
amendment bestowed upon colored
people recently slaves only civil
aud political rights, and that the
several stutes alone have the right
to define the holdings and rights
of property and the rule of inheri-
tance. He strongly denied that
any discrimination had been prac
ticed against the plaintiffs in the
decisions of the Tennessee courts,
not only because all parties to the
suit are persons of color, but be-
cause already in a celebrated case,
Supreme Court, dealing only with
white persons, had previously held
that certain alleged biothers and
sisters had no inheritance right in
property interests.
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Social condi-
tions in times of slavery, it would
seem, made it increasingly doubt-
ful that sisters and brothers could
establish their identity beyond all
dispute. As decided the case does
not touch upon the rights of citi-
zenship of soloreu Americans, for
nothing in that respect was imvol-
ved.

It was left for this celebrated
colored lawyer to contribute the
most succinct observation defining
citizenship in the United States,
for Mr. Booth Baid to the Supreme
Court: ‘‘A citizen of Tenness
cannot invoke the aid of the 14th
amendment, nor of the statutes
enacted in aid thereof, where his
claim is limited to that of a citi-
zen of a state, and not a citizen of
United States, for no such is re-
served by the (Federal) Constitu-
tion.” Mr. Booth, widely respect-
ed for his great learning in the
law, has perhaps the largest prac-
tice of auy colored lawyer in the
south.

Bad News.
Small Peter, disguised as a district

messenger, was delivering play tele-
grams to his sisters, who were Im-
provising dispatches of a more or less
startling nature. When It came Lil-
lian’s turn, she read aloud from her
bit of yellow paper, amid finely simu-
lated wails of woe: “Railroad wreck.
I was Instantly killed. Tour loving
husband."

KANSAS CITY TO
HAVE Y. M. C. A

Last week Julius Rosenwald
sent a check for $25,000 to H. M.
Beardsley, president of the Young
Men’s Christian Association in
Kansas City, to be used as part of
a fund to build a Y. M". C. A.
building.

This is the fifth donation made
by Mr. Rosenwald to be used for a

like work. Y. M.C.A. buildings
for Afro-Americans have already
been built in Chicago, Philadel-
phia, Indianapolis and Washing-
ton and five other cities will re-
ceive checks for $25,000 when they
have raised the $75,000 to build
Y. M. C. A.’s. They are Atlanta,
Cincinnati, Baltimore, New York
and Los Angeles. Donations also
will be made to Y. M. C. A. organ-

zations for women in Detroit and
New York, it wus understood.

Mr. Beardsley, in commenting
on Mr. Roseuwald’s gift, said:
‘‘We feel that the opening of work
in this building willmark a new
era in the relationship of the two

races in Kansas City ”

ALBANYSALOON MAN
FINED UNDER LEVY LAW

Albany, N. Y., July 8. — Race
discrimination received a hard jolt
in this city last week tbrought
the suit brought by Alex-
ander Walker in the City
Court against Edward Dooley,
proprietor of a saloon on South
Pearl street, for refusing to sell
him a glass of beer on account of
his race and color. After a jury
trial Mr. Walker was awarded a

judgement for SIOO damages.
Mr. Walker and a party of white

friends entered this saloon and or-
dered drinks, but the bartender
informed Mr. Walker that he
would have to pay $1 for a glass of
beer. All the party walked out

without drinking anything and
the above action waß brought with-
in a few days following.

Fiction and History.
The only form of fiction in which

real characters do not seem out of
place Is history.—Oscar Wilde.

Love.uuvo,

This I, moreover, hold and dare af-
firm where’er my rhyme may go.
Whatever things be sweet or fair, love
makes them so. Whether it be the lul-
labies that charm to rest the nursling

bird, or that sweet confidence of sighs
and blushes, made without a word.
Whether the dazzling and the flush of
softly sumptuous garden bowers, or by

some cabin door, a bush of ragged
flowers. —Alice Cary.

Not Patented.
Co-operation Is the keynote in sue

cessful accident prevention work
Many large manufacturers who hav«
designed accident prevention devicei
for their own use have not patented
them in order that others may utiliz«
their Ideas. A large railroad company
which has designed all of the accident
prevention apparatus In use In its ma-
chine shops is willingto furnish blue-
prints of the devices to those who de-
sire to Install them in their plants.

YOUNGG MAN WITH A CALL

There is a section of Mississippi
in which there are seven Negroes
to one white. It is a section that
for backwardness, for cruel super-

stitqtion and excesses which get
no niention in public prints has
nothing' like it in the United
States.

A young Negro whose chief
capital waß enthusiasm for service
went into that country a few years
ago. He opened a school under a
tree, his pnpils numbering 15 In
a few monts he had a school of
74. He found the funds to build
a Bchool house and to buy 100
acres of land around it. That
school has now more applications
than it can care for. It teacheß
teachers, who go out as that first
young man did, and carry the light
ofknowledge into the places that
have been cave-like in ignorance.
Fourteen trades are taught. The
manufactures of the pupils find a

ready market. Out of that school
which beneath a tree has grown
an institution that will be one of
th(j things which will save the
south from its worst foe—the ig-
norance that keeps men upon a

plane with the beasts of the field.
That a man should dare so much

and do so much in the spirit of
service is a beautiful thing. But
it is not more encouraging and in-
spiring than that he found a peo-
ple eager to accept the gifts he
brought them.

HUSTLE.

Don’t stand around a-wishing
That things would come to you;

Just get right out and hustle,
There’s lots for you to do.

There’s only one man ever lived
Whom the ravens fed with bread,

And that old duffer, on my word,
Has been a long time dead.

So get right out and hustle,
Don’t stand around and moan.

You never saw the crops grow
Where the seed had not been sown.

If you lie beneath the apple tree

Your mouth open to the chin
Don’t expect the other fellow

Will drop the apple in.

Whatever is worth having
You’ve got to hustle for.

If you have a little money

You should hustle to get more.
If you want to win a prize,

Don’t lie around and sigh;
Just get a hustle on you.

You’ll catch votes on the fly.

My friend, you’ve got to hustle,
From the cradle to the grave.

The battle is an easy one

If you’ll hustle and be brave.
But if you’re tired and lazy,

The world will pass you by.
You’d better find a nice soft spot

And lay you down and die.
—lndianapolis Ledger.

Too Much for Him.
A colored porter for a local druggist

was told to go to another pharmacy to
get some clmclfjgo rcsiemoses. He
stood, open-mouthed, and gazed at his
“boss,” then asked: “Ain’t thar any
other name for dat?”

Loses Its Charm.
It’s, difficult for a newly married

man to generate much enthusiasm
over his bride’s beautiful hair after
he has seen her pile it on the bureau
for the night.

RACE NEWS
GATHERED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES

Galveston, Texas, —Sherman
Lawson, 711 Eighth street, lost his
life Saturday night at 10:40 o’clock
caused by the results of the John-
son-Moran fight. After the body
was viewed by Judge Holman, a
verdict was rendered stating that
Mr. Lawson came to his death by
knife wounds inflicted by a white
man, named P. E. Moore, who was
arrested and a charge of murder
was preferred against him.

Cape Girardeau, Mo., July 7.—
Otis Shaver, colored, sentenced to
be hung a few weeks ago. escaped
mysteriously from the county jail
at Jackson yesterday. Late last
night he had not been recaptured,
although officers in this and ad-
joining counties had searched dili-
gently. Shaver was sent to the
jail from Popular Bluff to escape
lynching. He was given over to

Sheriff William Summers, who
left his wife aud son in charge of
the jail today. At noon the pris-
oners were fed. An hour later Mrs.
Summers wT as attracted by the si-
lence of the men in jail and went
to investigate. She found Shav-
er’s cell door open.

-New York, July 7.—Jack John-
son, the world’s heavyweight cham-
pion, has accepted another match
in Europe. His opponent in this
scrap will be Georges carpeutier,
the French champion, who refer-
red his tight wita Moran, aud
whom he will meet in a twqnty-
rouud battle in Paris in October,
for which he will receive a guaran-
tee of $20,000 and 50 per cent of
the moving pictures. The contest
will be brought off by Theodore
Vienne, the premier French fight
promoter, who staged the Johnson-
Morau battle. Another fight with
Johnson is signed up for is that
with Sam Langford for twenty
rouuds in London some time in
September, for which he Is to get
$30,000.

Edward, Miss., July 3.—Smith
Hall, the new four-story concrete |
building U6ed as a do.mitory for .
girls at the Southern Christian In- |
stitute, an industrial school for ,
colored people, located one mile ,
west of Edwards, burned last ,
night. The tiro started among ,
curtains hanging in the front en- ,
trance hall, and spread so rapidly
that although practically all the
students were at prayer meeting
in an adjoining room uothiug
could be saved. The vulue of
building, fixtures and contents was

$70,000, insurance SIO,OOO. The
building was constructed entirely
by student labor, at an approxi-
mate cost of SB,OOO, the stndents
doing all the mill and carpenter
work. The institution was proud
of it as a sample of what iB being
done there for the industrial edu-
cation of colored students.

,

Newport, R. 1., July B.—John
Winbush, Jr., the little colored
boy adopted by Edward B Mc-

( Lean as a companion of his SIOO,
000,000 son, Vinson Walsh McLean
is with little Vinson at the Black
Point Farm, the McLean summer
home near Newport. Shirley Car-
ter, of Warrentown, Va , is with
them for the summer The three
boys are having a glorious time to-
gether, working in the garden,
playing ball or ridding horseback.
On the daily rides, “Bar Harbor,”
a mongrel pup, trots along in front.
Jack Winbush is to be Vinson's
companion until he is fifteen, then
he will become his valet. The two
br ys dress alike, eat at the same
table, sleep in the same room and
occupy the same drawing room'
when traveling. The Winbush
boy is the only Negro seen on the
beach when they go in swimming.
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Herron, Md., July B.—Benjamin
Gozlee, an old Negro, Beveuty-one
years old, is dead as the result of
what is claimed to be a practical
joke perpetrated by Joseph Darby
and George Slopps, two young
white men, with whom Gozlee had
been drinking. Darby said that
Gozlee becamestupified from drink
und they could not aruose him.
The oil from a kerosene lamp was

poured on his clothing aud ignited
and before the flames could be ex-
tinguished Gozlee was burned so
severely he died in a few minutes.
The two white men were taken to
Salisbury, Md, and confined in
the county jail, charged with caus-
ing the old man’s death. Darby
assumed solo responsibility, claim-
ing the deed was intended as a
practical joke, and that he and
Slopps were and had always been
friendly toward Gozlee. The Ne-
groes of the community are de-
manding that the full penalty of
the law be visited upon Darby
aud Slopps because of the hein-
ous nature and disastrous result of
the so called "practical joke.”

Honor and Justice.
A man’s vanity tells him what 1b

honor, a man’s conscience what is
Justice. —Landor.


