
AFRO-AMERICAN CULLINGS
In a letter to the Washington Star

Mr. Michael Jones has the following

to say:
As one intensely interested In the

best possible welfare of my race, and
as one who has and*will always at-
tempt to help usher the negro to the
topmost peaks within the realms of
human possibilities, I want to call at-

tention to the fact that practically all
the strides which have been made in
business, commerce and finance in
America have been made by the
thrifty, industrious and enterprising
white man in whose midst the negro
has lived, thrived and prospered.

I firmly believe that the colored race

has risen no higher than the present
unsatisfactory position it now occu-
pies largely because of its lack of a

larger participation in the business,

commercial and financial phase of our
American life. Doubtless there :are
many reasons why this is true. How-
ever, one of the greatest—if not the
greatest—reasons for this lamentable
fact is so well explained in a letter
I received from Senator Works, and
so much in harmony with my convic-
tion, that I take the liberty to quote

from that keen-sighted statesman. “I
believe,” says Senator Works, “that if
the colored people would leave off
thinking so much about politics and
political advantage and turn their at-

tention more largely to advancement
along business lines and useful occu-
pations they would succeed very much
better than they have in the past and
would remove much of the opposition

that exists against their race.
“They have accomplished absolutely

nothing in a political way, excepting
that a very few of their number, com-
paratively, succeed in securing small
offices, and the great masses of the
people receive no benefits from their
participation in politics.”

I repeat that Senator Works ex-
presses my sentiments in this regard.
I want to be correctly understood. I
believe that any nation which takes
the ballot or any other birthright from
any group of her citizens because of
race, previous condition of servitude
or political advantage commits a
w’rong, a deep and bitter wrong, and
will ultimately suffer—lnevitably so;
but I am thoroughly convinced that
the American colored man, or any

other materially weak race in a simi-
lar condition, should abandon politics,
as such, and strive to build rind
strengthen the business, commercial
and financial phases of Its life.

With considerable interest I have
noted that during the past four
months colored inhabitants of the Dis-
trict of Columbia have assembled at
eighteen monster mass meetings for
the express purpose of protesting
against segregating of the colored em-
ployes in government departments.
With a much larger degree of both In-
terest and satisfaction have I observed
that during this same period of time
progressive business men of my race
in this city have held forty-five meet-
ings for the specific purpose of urg-
ing colored citizens of the District to
direct more of their energy toward
the development of business among
the race. I trust that more mem-
bers of my race, especially in the city
of Washington, will realize the great
advantage and seize the vast opportu-
nity of conducting independent busi-
nesses of their own instead of being
dependent upon some obscure govern-
ment position that in many instances
subjects them to humiliation, discrimi-
nation and segregation.

Free and irresponsible as a colt, ob-
livious to the events of the world as
an Eskimo, in a four-room house on a
rocky Oklahoma farm of 80 acres, lives
a ten-year-old colored boy who doesn't
know that he is one of the richest boys
in the state, and if he did. the fact
would carry no significance in his
brain. Little ‘Dan” Tucker often sings
for his supper, but he doesn’t have to
—he doesn't have to do anything for
his subsistence, and probably never
will. This month saw deposited to
his credit $12,000, and every day he
makes not loss than SIOO.

Dan Tucker Is the son of James and
Elizabeth Tucker, children of slaves
of the Creek Indians freed by the Civil
war. Hy virtue of a treaty made be-
tween the United States and the Creek
Indians at Fort Smith. Ark., in 18GS,
slaves formerly belonging to the
Creeks, and their descendants, were
given an equal share with their former
owners in the government allotment
of the old Creek lands in the Indian
territory. And that is how Dan Tuck-
er now owns IGO acres of land lying
15 miles east of Cushing, Okla., in the
heart of the nearly developed Cushing
oil fields.

Mrs. J. Murch of New York has the
distinction of being the only woman in
America who is proprietor, printer,
compositor. binder and “printer’s
devil” all in one. She owns a printing
establishment in New York City where
she attends to all the details of the
shop herself.

Western Australia produces more
gold than any American state, sends
more pearls to Europe than any other
country except Ceylon, and is said to
have the richest belt of hardwood tim-
ber In the world.

Negro farmers own or control 6,100,-
000 acres of land in the state of Ala-
bama, or 350,000 more acres than they
controlled in 1900, the New York
Times states. The colored farmers
of the state have under their control
3,563,000 acres of improved land, and
are farming 500,000 more acres of im-
proved land than they were cultivating

in 1900. In ten years the number of
Negro farmers increased 17.3 per cent,

and now they own or control one-
fourth of all the farm property in Ala-
bama, having an aggregate value of
$97,370,000, or 107.5 per cent more

farm property than they controlled at
the beginning of the ten-year period.

The progress of the negroes in Ala-
bama is typical of what the negroes
are doing In other states. With its
colored population of 908,282, the third
greatest negro population in the Uni-
ted States, Alabama affords a striking

illustration of what the race has ac-

complished.
The first negro bank in the United

States was established in Alabama. In
the Tuskegee Normal and Industrial
institute, of which Booker T. Waah-
ington is head, it possesses the leading

negro educational institution of the
world. Now Alabama has the first
railroad In America to be conceived,
promoted, built and operated by negro

people, namely, the Dixie line, run-

ning from Kowalaga Community, col-
ored, fifteen miles to Alexander City,
in the eastern part of the state, where
it connects with the Central of Georgia
railroad.

In agriculture, however, they are
making the most progress. Fifty per
cent of all the persons in the state en-
gaged in agriculture are negroes. On
the other hand, 76 per cent of all the
negroes in the state are engaged in
farming. There are 110,440 colored
men operating farms.

The banking business is another line
in which the negroes of the state
are making progress. There are five
banks in Alabama operated by ne-
groes, the Alabama Penny Savings

bank and the Prudential Savings bank
of Birmingham, the Penny Savings
bank of Selma, the Penny Savings
bank of Anniston and the Penny Sav-
ings bank of Montgomery. A remark-
able increase is shown during the ten
years in the number of negroes who
have established successful grocery
stores, drug stores, real estate offices
and other enterprises. In practically
every city In the state where there are
large numbers of colored people they

have acquired the ownership of entire
city blocks.

The negro church has kept pace
with the progress of the negro in ag-

riculture, commerce and education. In
every city in Alabama where there is
a large community of negroes they

have built churches costing $20,000 to
$50,000. The value of the church prop-
erty owned by colored people of the
state amounts In all denominations to

$4,000,000. Thus with the physical
progress of the negro churches of Ala-
bama has come intellectual and moral
advancement.

To solve the problem of disposing
of the dead a famous German archi-
tect proposes to erect in the chief
cities immense pyramids, each of
which will hold the ashes of 1,000,000
cremated bodies.

It sometimes happens that a woman

marries a man to reform him —if she
is unable to get a man who doesn’t
need reforming.

American moralists on the false
pride of denominationalism have never
had need to go to Kikiyu for a text. A
plain one is revealed in the John F.
Slater educational fund’s examination
of schurch schools for negroes in the
South. In the cities and towns of 12
states it reports 50 cases of the fla-
grant duplication of effort by denomi-
national schools.

The tactful administrators of the fund
appeal to a sense of denominational
expediency. One co-operative school,
founded on that at present strongest,

should generully suffice. Each church
might put the money saved “into some
strong, central college or industrial In-
stitute.

Or if no one church school might
be left with the work, especially in
primary education, might not all with-
draw to advantage and co-operate

with the public school authorities in
providing better facilities?” No one

thinks money for negro education can

be made to go too far; and the
churches could recite with more fervor
the immense need for contributions if
their own failure to co-operate were

not In part responsible for it. —Edito-
rial in the New York Post.

Mrs. Flora Groden, wife and mother
of five children, who found time to
study law as an aid to her charitable
work and who receives her LL. B.
degree from the New York University

law school, is one of six women to re-
ceive a certificate of character from
the Brooklyn bar association.

For doctors’ use in examining the
throat a new pocket electric search-
light is equipped with a mirror for
throwing the rays just where needed
and with a folding wire guard for hold-
ing the tongue down.

ERNEST HOWARD,

Garpenter, Job and Repair Work.

Paints, Oils and Glass. Glazing Done

Coal, Wood and Express.

1021 21st Street. Phone Champa 752.

E. L. HOPKINS

500 Eighteenth Street.

Bicycles, Motorcycles,

Novelty Work

AllKinds Rubber Goods
Repaired

Twenty Years Experience

Telephone Main 7661 Denver, Colt-ra’o
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White Front
Bicycle and
Novelty Works

1025 Eighteenth Street

FRANK NEIHEISEL,

S-.sccessc r to E. J. WEIGHTMAN

The Corbett
lee Cream Co.
Ill" WELTON STREET

THE ICE CREAM
That Is Jrst a Litile Belter Than the

K ; ud Y u Thought Was Best

DRINK

Finest Beer Ever Brewed
Made In Colorado; Sold
In Colorado; Drank in

Colorado
ORDER A CASE

PHONE MAIN 1350.

Where Are
Your Interests

<J Are they in this community >

CJ Are they among the people
with whom you associate ?

CJ Are they with the neighbon
and friends with whom you do
business ?

If so you want to know what Is happening le
this community. You want to know the
goings and comings e< the people with whom
you associate, the little news Items of youff
neighbors and friends—now don’t you?

That Is what Vhls paper gives you
lo every Issue. It is printed for
that purpose. Itrepresents your
Interests and the Interests of this
town Is your name on our sub-

scription books? If not. you ows
It to yourself (o seo that it Is put
there. To do so

Will Be To
Your Interest i

Drink Capitol Beer
DENVER'S PRIDE

The purity of Capitol Beer is demon- j
strated by its superior flavor and
strength-giving qualities. It’s capital.

HAVE A CASE SENT HOME

The Capitol Brewing Co.
Phone Champa 356 Delivered Anywhere

Five Points Creamery
Mrs. F. A. NEWMAN, Proprietor ;

ICE CREAM A SPECIALTT y

Phone MAIN 4395

817-819 TWENTY-SIXTH AVE., DENVER, COLO.

PHONE MAIN 3028 RES. PHONE GALLUP 941

lOHN K. RETTIG
Meats, Fancy and Staple Groceries

1864 CURTIS STREET

Corner Nineteenth. Denver, Colo,

I

CHOICE PLANTS AND GUT FLOWERS

O. H. SHIRLEY, Pres. J. C. HAMPSON, Vice Pret
PAUL J. SHIRLEY, Sec. and Treas.

THE ATLAS DRUG CO.
Courteous Treatmet. Right Prices

Leaders In Prescription

Store No. 1. store No. 2.
2701 WELTON ST. 26TH AND VVELTON

Main 805 875 Main 4955-4956


