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Oklahoma Wel-
comes Session Of
National Negro

League
(Special to Colorado Statesman.)

Muskogee, Okla , August, 19.
This wonderful city of the awak-
ened West is crowded with thous-
ands of progressive people gathered
from the four corners of the coun-
try to attend the fifteenth annual
'session of the National Negro Bus-
iness League, and to listen to
Booker T. Washington and his
victorious followers tell how their
people have overcome.

Fourteen cities'have played host

to the famous Business League,
but no city, from Boston to Phila-
adelphia, has presented a livelier
scene in its preparation for the
comfort and entertainment of the
delegates of the league than this
Wizard City of an engaging com-
monwealth. Nor has such a crowd
of believers ever gathered for a
feast of a new Isreal’s Pmsover.
The capitol of a wonderful province
of daring and achieving black peo-
ple—Muskogee invited the black
population of the whole country to

come; and here they are by the
inch, yard and league—countable,
but uncounted!

The delegates began arriving
Monday. Special trams and spec-
ial league Pullman cars, an idea
fathered and promoted by the ever

planning Emmett J. Scott, secre-

tary of the league, brought them
in by the hundreds. And from
far away points special Pullmans
came, laden with a cargo of pur-
pose. dignity and achievement;
black and proud of it; having and
determined to Have more. The
homes of this thriving city, homes
of comfort, convenience, homes
set in the West, but fashioned in
the East, are open houses to the
delegates. The heart of the West
is worn on the sleeve, and the
sleeve is too long to measure.

Muskogee presents the attire of
the holiday. Everywhere is the
picture of Booker T. Washington,
and no color line hus been drawn
in the placing of this picture, nor

in the flags and bunting hanging
everywhere, nor in the heart touch-

ing welcome seen in every eye and

heard in every “how d.y’do.”
Music is as free as oil, and the rith
oil, and the rich blacks out here
are present to tell about having
"too much oil to bum.”

PACKED HOUSE AT OPENING

The program started off in reg-

ular routine before a jammed house.
It was business from the fall of

gavel. ‘T have done it and 1 am
not afraid to tell it”—that was the
keynote of the meeting. Tonight
more people than a king could
number tried to squeeze into Con-
vention Hall to listen to the an-
nual address of Booker T. Wash-
ington. The people saluted him
with the voice of pride. He fin-
ished a wonderful uppeul to his
army of peace and progress more
than ever the unmatched leader!
“Lord, spare him until the harvest
days,” prayed one brother over-

come, but balanced.

Dr. Washington spoke iu part
as follows:

Throughout the world the ten

millions and more of black people
in the United States are being ob-
served and studied in a larger
measure than is true of any simi-
lar group of black people in exis-
tence, or perhaps that has ever ex-
isted. People from all parts of the

interested in the civilization
of black people are coming to the
United States to study the condi-
tion and the progress of the Amer-
ican Negro; for after all is said, if
there is any place where the Negro
has a chance to show his mettle,
it is right here in the United
States.

For this reason, us well as for
the sake of ourselves, it is a mat-
ter of extreme importance that we
not disappoint ourselves nor those
who are studying and observing
us. Within the fifty years of our
freedom, and even before physical
freedom came, great and almost
marvelous progress hus been made,
but we must not rest upon the past
we must continue to go forward.
RACE MUST ENTER UPON NEW POLICY

I believe that the time has come
when wees a ruce should begin
preparing to enter upon a new pol-
icy and a new progrum In plain
but in emphatic words I want to
suggest whether the time has not
come when we should get off the
defensive in things that concern

our present and future, and begin
to inaugurate everywhere an ag-
gressive and constructive progress-
ive policy in business industiy, ed-
ucation, moral and religious life
and in our conduct generally. We

must follow tho teachings of the
Muster when he said, “Overcome
evil with good.”

A general, however able, who
contents himself with merely hold
ing the territory that he occupies,
or merely devotes himself to de-
fending himself against the as-
saults of the enemy, is not the gen-
eral who gains renown for genuine

leadership or gains the confidence
of me world. A general who oc-
cupies much of his time in ex-
plaining the weakness of the en-
emy or the unjust assaults or tac-

tic? of the enemy is not the gener-
al Aho wins many battles; so it is
in lousiness of every kind.

EMPHASIZE OUR OPPORTUNITIES.

It is not well for us or our children
tha: we should dwell so much on
the defensive, with the negative
sidi l of life instead of the positive
sidf It is not well that our minds
should be so continually centered
upon our miseries or upon those
whi i mistreat us. In the future
let is emphasize our opportunities
mo: e and our difficulties less. Let
us talk more about our white
friejpds, and about our white enem-
ies’ess. We do our children a
laAi-.ug injustice when we feed
them constantly upon the miseries
of the race. Let us talk about the
man who has got a job, and less
about the man without a job. Let
our fraternal and secret societies
talk less about sickness and death,
and more about health and life.
Let our societies spend less money
in taking care of the sick, and
much more money iu promoting
the health of the race and they
will have to spend less on account

of sickness and death. Instead
of giving the world a chance to
discuss the high death rate of the
Negro let us put the world to won-

dering why the Negro keeps so

healthy aud strong. Let us make
health contagious iu every com-
munity rather thun disease.

I often deplore the fact that so
many of our men’s organizations,
women’s clubs and best newspap-
ers devote so much time to merely
resenting something or “getting
back” at some unfriendly critic,
instead of devoting more ttme to

constructive and progressive meas-

uaes. Too often insignificant oc-

curences aud insignificant indi-
viduals are given an importance
and an advertisement by organiza-
tions and newspapers that is un-

necessary and hurtful.
Let us, in the future, spend less

time talking about the part of the
city we cannot live in, aud more
time in making the part of the
city that we live in beautiful aud
attractive. Let us get off the de-
fensive in explaining why the
house that we live in so often has
the gate off the hinge, the fence
palings gone, windows and doors
broken out, and plastering knock-
ed off. Instead of this, let us put
people to talking about, the beauty
and attractiveness of the house oc-
cupied by our people. Let us
make such progress in these direc-
tions that the other fellow will be
kept so busy talking our progress
that he will have no time to abuse
us. Let us acquire wealth and in-
telligence so fast that the world
will forget our poverty aud ignor-
ance. Let us be so thrifty aud in-
dustrious that people will have no
time to talk about our carelessness
and idleness. Let us make the
Negro so law- abiding that people
will talk lesß übout the criminal
Negro and more about the one
who obeys the law.

DR. BOOKER T WASHINGTON.

ISAAC N. STEVENS.
Republican Candidate for United States Senator, To be Votod on at

Primary Election, September, 8, 1914.

With the Colorado Statesman’s

familiarity with Republican poli-
tics and its knowledge of Isaac N.

Stevens for more than twenty-six

years as a public man filling var-
ious city positions in the legal
sphere, and us a politician, a true
hearted full-blooded Republican
it is surprising that this mau of
marked ability and sterling worth
had not been called upon ere now
to fill some important Stale po-

sition where he could be of more
service and greator help to the peo-
ple of the State, instead of con-

fining him to the circumscribed
city and county area.

He can be termed THE MAN
OF THE HOUR, as at this time
when so many important questions
pertaining to State and Country
are exhibiting themselves with ex-

traordinary power there can and
must bepluced in positions to com-
bat successfully with such grave
issues only men of 1. N. Stevens’
calibre and stamina to help to

shape cur destinies. Fearless in
actions that tend to the good of a

people irrespective of class, creed,
or color, devoted to duty in his
present position of City Attorney
of the City aud County of Denver,
undaunted in his determination to
suppress vice and corruption up-
holding the dignity aud morality
attached to public positions and
their occupants it must be said of

him that his righteous principles
warrant and deserve the respect
and confidence of the people, and
the staunch support of not only
Republicans but the other parties,
as he has established a record sec-
ord to none in his management of
things governmental iu his inval-
uable assistance from time to time
to our Municipal Authorities. It
is not necessary to enumerate the
different things that Mr. Stevens
has accomplished as a public man,
nor the great suviugs he has
brought about in his opposition to
long drawn out litigations in
which the City and County of
Denver formed a party; but the
facts stare us in the face that no
better choice could be made by the
Republican Assembly for United
States Senator than I. N. Stevens,
aud the Colorado Statesman not
only indorses but advises very
strongly the colored voters to vote
solidly for him on Tuesday, Sept
Blh, as we will have a friend to
help our cause in any Bilis that
may be brought before the House
wherein our freedom and liberty
will be deprived us by segregation
or any other evil.

Every Republican aud every in-
dependent and unbiased voter
therefore in Colorado will be serv-
ing their own aud their State's
best interests iu castiug the vote
fori. N. Steveus the MAN OF
THE HOUR


