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THE NEGRO
IN BUSINESS

Industry. business, frugality,
morality, racial love—these ele-

ments in race progress Dr. Book-
er T Washington and his loyal co-

workers in the National Negro
Business League have been per-
sistently and effectively emphasiz
ing since the league was organized
in Boston fourteen years ago.

This gospel of consecrate d labor

and racial good will has already-
produced splendid results.

In Muskogee, for example, where
tlifffifteenth annual session was

recently held, several thousand

ambitious and enterprising Ne-
groes of the South and Southwest,
together with many from distant
states in the North and Hast, as-

sembled and received new infer
inatioti .and inspiration They
were helpful to each other and
they, in turn, bad their eyes opened

to the Negro’s possibilities of suc-

cess in a new land where riches

are to be found on and near the
surface in the form of corn and

cotton, horses and cattle, fruits
and vegetables, as well as in the
very bowels of the cart I).

Oklahoma and the adjoining
states call the young Negro who
has the stuff'of a pioneer in him.

They need white men, black meu,

and red men. who will toil in the

hot nootiduy without fainting;
men who cun endure real hard-
ships for the sake of a future ben-
efit; men who can save and put
their earnings to work.

While the coming of the Negro
Business League to a city usually
means the bringing of new hope to

thousands of Negroes through the
struggle-arid success stories that
are commonly brouaht out in the
regular conference program, in
Muskogee it was evident, despite
the interesing human interest stor-

ies, that the keynote was this: How

great is the Negro’s opportunity in

this land of hardships where the

fittest survive and the fuithful,

quiet, and able worker, reaps great

rewards in earthly possessions and

in the development of his or her

capacities?
“Get off the defensive” was Dr-

Washington’s injunction to his

own people, ‘ (rive the Negro a

man’s chance,” was his exhorta-

tion to the white man.

Af‘erreferring to the ways in

which the work of the Negro Bus-

iness Leugues throughout the
country can be improved, Dr.
Washington pointed out scute of

the vast opportunities that the Ne-

gro farmers, for example, are wast-

ing. Then he indicuted what the

2,00<>,00() Negroes living in Okla-
homa, Kansas, Missouri, Arkansas,

Louisiana, and Texas may still do,
even though they now have under
theic control, as owners and rent-

ers. about $300,000,000 worth of
farm property, land, live stock,

and farming implements worth
$200,000,000.

For the Negroes in the South-
west there are. according to Wash
ingten, openings for 1000 more

grocery stori s owned by Negroes,
Olio more dry-goods stores, 300
more shop stores, 200 more restau-

rants Sind hotels, iiOO more milli-
nery stores. 200 more drug stores,
and 40 more banks.

When one considers that 10.000
Negroes, out of Muskogee's total
population of 115,000 people, own
or control £O,OOO acres of land in
Mtiskogee County, own city retd
estate worth $1,500,000, and con-

duct business enterprises having
an aggregate value of $1,000,000. it
must be clear that the Negro ie
forging ahead and that he has the
sympathetic support of good white
people, for the economic interests
of both races go up or go down to-

gether.
For over an hour thousands of

white, red, and black people lined
the streets of Muskogee and watch-
ed the spectacular industrial pa-
rade which covered several miles
and told, in a series of floats, the
stoiy of Negro progress in the
home, the church, the Sunday
school, the public school; in grow-
ing com, cotton, wheat, oats, veg-
etables and fruits; in mining and
developing oil and gas properties;
in shopkeeping; stockraising; in
practically everything that the
white man has undertaken. This
demonstration of accomplishment
and this suggestion of possible
progress for growing numbers of
Negroes must give courage to the
Negro's friends.

The hearty welcome that was ex-
tended to Dr. Washington and the
Negro Business League by prom-
inent white Muskogeans showed
clearly that the race relations are
more friendly and helpful than
many men had supposed.

Well, It Was Strong.
Little Geraldine, aged five, had fin-

ished her dinner, which included horse
radish, the first she had ever tasted.
She listened to the comments of her
eiders as to how delicious it was, but
how strong. When her father left
the table she followed him to the
door and said sadly, "Papa, did you
have to kill a horse to get it?”

Reparation.
“I think, William, I’llask those new

people next door to take dinner with
us tonight." "What for?" "Well, the
butcher, by mistake, left their meat
older here, and It seems only fair."—
Life.

COLORED PORTER
BECOMES ARTIST

Charles S. Osborne of Boston,
it colored porter employed by the
Oakland Motor Car company, has
just fiuished it portrait of Cardinal
O'Connell, which in many ways
proves the ability of the artist.
The picture and the wood carving
in the frame that encloses it, and
the pedestal on which it stands, re-

quired eight weeks to finish.
The accomplishment is the more

striking in that Mr. Osborne can
devote only part of his spare time,

about two hours a day when there
is daylight, to the practicing of his
favorite recreation and prospective
life work. When his duties as

porter are over at five o’clock in
the afternoon lie hastens to his
little room, which is a studio as
well, and while the light is good
paints or does charcoal drawing.

Cardinal O’Connell’s portrait,
which is done in oil, wub painted
from a recent photograph by a
well known Boston photographer,
and is 20 by 27 inches. The carv-

ed and painted frame is about
font feet high and is an excellent
representation of the old Floren-
tine art. as is the hand carved ped-
estal on which it rests. In the
center of the woodwork above the
picture is a mimiaturo reproduc-
tion of the “Nativity,” and on
either side in the carved replica of
Florentine cathedral windows is
an angel, one holding a harp and
the other a bugle. On the base of
the flame is carved a wreath of red
roses harmonizing with the cardi-
nal's cape, The work of Mr. Os
borne is a triumph over difficulties

for practically all of the carving
was done with a jackknife.

Mr. Osborne was bom in Savan-
nah. Ga., in 1870, and spent the
first 20 years of h;s life in the
South. He worked with carpen-
ters and learned paneling and
moulding, but all the while he
fostered it strong desire to become
a painter. He used to draw in the
sand with pointed sticks and oc-

casionally procured a little crayon.
Feeling that there was larger op-

portnity in the North, he came to

Boston in 1891, and while working
us hr porter went to the evening
school of the Boston Art club.
There he received instruction in
chatcoal drawing from Ernest
Major.

Later he studied water colors
under Alisa Agues Leavitt, an ar-
tist in Copley square. For several
yerifs after that lie-kept lip his ar-
tistic endeavors alone, money not

being plentiful. He disposed of

11uite a number of paintings in this
period, and with the proceeds he
was enable to go to the drawing
school of Eric Page in 1911, study-
ing there three years. Much of
his spare time has been spent in
visiting art exhibitions and in the
art department of the Boston city
library.

Mr. Osborne lias sold a l umber
of outdoor sketches and portraits
done from life. He considers Lis |
In st work lo be the “Oriental
Dancing Girl,” from life, a picture
which took him six mouths to com-
plete and which is now on exhibi-
tion at the Boston City club. Af-
t r a rest of two week he intends to
begin a work called “Star of Beth-
lehem.” which he hopes to have on
exhibition by Christmas. —Indian-
apolis Ledger.

GEORGE A. CARLSON.
Republican Nominee for Governor.

Foolish Question.
Old Party—" Hey, there, hoy. who

are you throwing stones at?" Young

Party (to companion In evil)—"Say,

Jimmy, keep up dp good work; de old
gent don't seem to know when hc*3
hit." *

HORACE PHELPS.
Republican Nominee for Congressman,

RACE NEWS
GATHERED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES

Baltimore, Aid.. Sept. 4.—The
bulk of the estate of .Mrs. Eliza-
beth King Ellicott, valued at more
than $1,500,000, will go toward the
intellectual and material advance-
ment ot the Afro-American people
of Alaryland.

Bridgeport, Conn., Sept. 4.
Edward VV. Baxter of New London,
Conn., who graduated recently
from the Bulkley high school, is
the first Afro-American boy to fin-
ish from that school during the
farty-two years of its existence.
He has won many honors in athle-
tics —football, baseball and short-
distance running,

Paris. Ky., Sept. I.—During a
battle between Jailer Farris and a
mob which was trying to lynch a

Negro, Eugene Houston, a promi-
nent resident of this place, was

killed early today. The mob was

trying to secure possession of Hen-
ry Thompson, a Colored house-
breaker, who bad attacked a white
man, when Farris fired into the
mob. Houston fell dead.

The state of war which exists
through Europe prevented Cham-

pion Jack Johnson from appearing
before Federal Judge Geiger last
Thursday in answer to an order
for the filing of a new bond of
$15,000 pending disposition of his
case under the Mann act. Judge
Geiger continued the case for

twenty days after Benjamin Bach-
racli, Johnson's attorney, had ex-

plained the reason of his non-ap-
pearance. A new bond will have

to be given at that time or the old
bond will be forfeited.

THE HOOSIER POET AND
TUSKEGEE "WIZARD.

Greenfield, lud, Aug. 20.

When Dr. Booker T. Washington
spoke here a few days ago, James
Whitcomb Riley, the famous

Hoosier poet, although he was ill,

motored out from Indianapolis to

Greenfield so as to bo present at

the meeting, and testified by his
presence his sincere regard foi Dr,

Washington.
Air. Riley has been a friend of

the Tuskogee “Wizard” for many
years and felt that he could in no

better way show his friendship and
good will than by being present at
¦he Chautauqua meeting above re-

ferred to.
As the many readers of the au-

thor of “When the frost is on the

putikin’ and the fodder’s in the

shock” know, Air. Riley is a native

of this place. He went to Indian-
apolis in the eighties and laid the
foundation of his career as a poet,
literateur arid lecturer. Dr. Wash-
ingtou was presented with a pic-
ture of the old Riley home at

Greenfield.

THE OPPORTUNITY
OF THE DARK RACES

(From Richmond Planet )

The “War of Nations” in Europe
seems to indicate that before the
contest is ended, the dark races
will come unto their own. It was
announced sometime ago that the
Republic of France wa9 undertak-
ing the experiment of mustering
black men into its army. The
present war with Germany has al-
ready amply demonstrated the wis-
dom of this policy.

The battle line on which they
appeared proved to be the only in-
vulnerable part of the French
army in the face of the assaults by
the magnificent German army.
These black men have won fame

and the admiration of the civilized
world. So powerful were they that
England has decided to call on its
colonial troops and the sikhs from
India will soon be in the forefront
of the engagement.

England did not stop theie. but
secured the services of Japan and
that great nation has declared war

against Germany and will make an

attempt to force that Power from
the Orient. Germany has seen
the effect of all of this and in turn

its agents are actively at work in
Turkey and the indications are

that Turkey will soon be ready to

throw its dark legions against the
armies of the alius.

God’s hand is in all of this It
was the same in this country. The

valor of the dark troop 3 has been
sung in song and story and as a
result, they are steadily securing
all of the rights and privileges to

which they are entitled.

PLEA IS MADE TO ELECT
NEGROES TO CONG BESS

Philadelphia. Sept 10.—Woman
suffrage was indorsed, and a plea
for representation in congress of

the 10,000,000 Negroes in the Un-
ited States was made in the an-

nual address of the Rev E. C.
Morris, president of the National
Baptist convention, at the oiien-
ing session ot the organization
here yesterday.

More than 5,0C0 delegates from

nearly every state in the Union ure

I attending the convention.


