
PATRONIZE MERCHANTS WHO ADV. IN THE PEOPLE’S PAPER

THE COLORADO STATESMAN
’trlSL J O U -Jll O? was-r,

MV!*• <r —'-T- ¦ ¦ v ——i

SxIAU. DC
>' race/

cd u/fr;r/
pjg'cru

VOL. XXI. DENVER COLORADO SATURDAY. DECEMBER 19 1914 NO 17

Decision Of
Supreme Court

Generating Hope
Washington, D. C , Dec. 9.

Sanguine students of the opera-
tions of the Supreme Court of the

States are trying to ferret
out some hope for the Negro from
the decisions recently handed
down by the majority of that court
in Oklahoma “Jim Crow” case and
the Alabama Contract Labor case.
It is hoped that the decisions
means that in the minds of the
majority of the court the time liaß
come to call a halt in legislation
against the Negro.

In the Jim Crow case, the ma-

jority of the court, led by Justice
Hughes, held that the proviso of
the Oklahoma Jim Crow law to

the effect that sleeping, dining
and chair cars might be furnished

by the railroads to the white race
alone, notwithstanding the general
requirement of the law for sepa-
rate coaches for the two races was

in conflict with the fourteenth

amendment to the Federal Consti-
tution. In the Alabama Contract
Labor case, the court following
Justice Day held that the practice
of planters becoming sureties for

Negroes convicted ofpetty offences

and taxed with enormous costs on

condition that the Negro contract
to reimburse the surety by person-
al labor for unusually long terms

uuder penalty of arrest for break-
ing the contract was nothing short
of peonage.

It was recognized by those who
regarded the decisions as little
short of epoch-making that the
opinion in the Oklahoma case per-
haps forever removed all hope of
anuulinglaws providing for sepa-
rate coaches for the races. Jus-

tice Hughes in his opinion stated

that the court agreed with the de-
cision of the Eighth United States
Circuit Court of Appeals, from
which the case came, that prev-
ious decisions holding such laws
valid if equal accommodations
were provided for the two races,

were no longer to be questioned.
He referred principally to the de-

cision in the Mississippi Jim Crow
case.

The point of Justice Hughes’

opinion is taken us being that the
majority of the court believes the

limit of constitutionality was

reached in these previous decis-
ions and that the court will not
permit their scope to be enlarged.

The limit in the case before the

court, in the majority’s opinion,
was reached when Oklahoma, after

requiring the railroads to furnish
separate coaches and waiting rooms
for whites and blacks, excused the
railroads from furnishing sleeping
cars, dining curs and chairs for
Negroes. The court had listened
to Attorney-General West of Ok-
lahoma, argue that the Negroes
must show before.the law could be
held unconstitutional that their
volume of travel was such as to
justify the furnishing of the “lux-
ury” facilities in question, aud
had heard him say that the rail-
roads could not be required to
furnish these special accommoda-
tions when the market did not de-
mand such. It had heard the at-

toruey for the railroads contcud
that the members of the Legisla-
ture were undoubtedly familiar
with the character and extent of
travel by Negroes and were of the
opinion that there was no sub-
stantial demand for these facilities
among those of the African race
in the interstate traffic of Okla-
homa.

“Itmakes constitutional rights
depend upon the number of per-
sons who may be discriminated
against, whereas the essence of the
constitutional right is that it is a

personal one,” was Justice Hughes’
reply l<- that argument.

EDS OF NEGRO VITAL
QUESTION, SAYS PRESI-

DENT WILSON
Washington, Dec. 15.—Outlin-

ing his attitude towurd the Negro
President Wilson told the univer-
sity commission on Southern race

questions, made up| of repre-
sentatives of eleven Southern col-
leges, that “our object is to know
the needs of the Negro and sympa-

thetically help him in every way
possible for his good and our good.”

Dr C. H. Brough of the Univer.
sity of Arkansas, chairman of the
commission, told the president the
commission was organized to make
an impartial study of the race

question from the standpoint of
the Negroes’ economic, hygienic,
civil and moral betterment. He
said that a very deep investigation
of the subject whb being made,
with the good of the Negro always
in mind.

“I am very glad to express my

sincere interest in this work and
sympathy with it,” said the presi-
dent in reply to Dr. Brough. “I
think men like yourselves can be
trusted to see this great question
at an angle. There is not a ques-
tion, it seems to me, into which
more candor needs to be put or
more thoro human good feeling
than this I know myself, as a
Southern man, how sincerely the
heart of the South desires the good
of the Negro and the advancement
of his race on all sound and sensi-
ble lines, and everything that can
be done in that direction is of the
highest value. It is a matter of
common understanding.

"There is a charming story told
about Charles Lamb. Theconver-
sation in his little circle turned
upon some meu who were not pres-
ent, and Lamb, who. you know,
stuttered, said: ‘Ihate, that fellow.’
His friend said: ‘Charles, I didn’t
know you knew him.’ Lamb said:
‘Idon't; I can't hate a fellow I
know.’

‘I think that is a very profouud
human fact. You cannot hate a
man you know. And our object
is to know the needs of the Negro
and sympathetically help him in
every that is possible for his good
aud for our good. I can only bid
you Godspeed in what is a very
necessary and great undertaking.”

WHITE BRUTE ASSAULTS
YEAR OLD GIRL

Jersey City, N. J. Dec 9.—A1l
Jersey City is wrought up because
of au outrage committed by Joseph
A. Smith, 5(5 years old, a white
man living at 5 Reed street, upon
little Hilda Dyer, five years old
daughter of Mrs. Minnie Dyer,
17(5 Union street. The crime was
committed in the celerof the Dyer
home on Monday, November 30,
the white brute being employed at

that time to do some carpentering
work around the house. The
child was playing around the front
of the house while Mrs. Dyer was
busy with her household duties.
Smith enticed the child to the cel-
lar and accomplished his brutish
design. The mother, by chance
coming to the front of the house,
overheard Sgjith talking to the
child. Horrified at her discovery,
she ran and secured her husband’s
revolver and made an attempt to

kill the white man. The revolver
was no good and failed to fire.
Smith attempted to escape, but a
policeman was secured and he was
arrested.

ONLY $1,500 BAIL BERriKEI).

Arraigned before Police Judge
Warren in the First Criminal
Court on Tuesday, December 1,
he was held in the nominal bail of
$1,500 to await the action of the
Grand Jury. Considerable criti-
cism and comment has been
aroused bee iu?e ef the very small
bail required by Judge Wurren in

a case of so serious a nature. Tne
white papers of the city have given
littleor no mention to the crime,
and what has been said was placed
in a remote corner, without giving
definite mention as to the nature

of the atrocious act.
Two physicians have examined

the child and both tesitify to the
fact that evidence of the crime was
discovered. The Grand Jury is
expected to take action on the
caße during this week, and the col-
ored people are awaiting with in-
tense interest the outcome of its
investigation.

The Dyer family is one of the
best known in Jersey City, hold-
ing a high place in the community.
Mr. Dyer has been employed in
the governmental postal service for
seven teen years and is at present
asjistant superintendent of clerks
at the Pennsylvania sub-station.

COLOLED MURDERER
SAVED, STOOD

FOUR TRIALS

Birmingham, Ala., Dec. 7_. — Er-
vin Pope, a Negro, has entered
upon a life term in prison after
five convictions of murder in the
first degree.

The crime was committed in
1900. The victim was J. B. Mc-
Clurkin a farmer ofCalboun Coun-
ty. On technical errors the Su-
preme Court reversed four verdicts
but confirmed the fifth verdict.
Three times the Governor respited
the man and finally commuted his
sentence to life imprisonment,
giving us the chief ground for his
action that blood-stained shoes
found in Pope's house soon after
the murder and used as State's ev-
idence against him did not fit him.
Anent that it is remarked that
many Negroes in the South wear

shoes picked up by gift or other-
wise, regardless of fit. At the
time of the murder sentiment was
so strong against Pope that he was

brought to Birmingham for safe-
keeping.

Thirteen times a dute was Bet for

Pope’s execution and he watched
the building of two of the scaffolds
from his prison window. The
case made a state wide reputation
for two young luwyers for the de-
fense, one just out of Yale.

Politeness.
Politeness appears to have been In-

vented to enable people who would
naturally fall out to live together in
peace.

Monsters of the Deep.

That there are terrible monsters In
the deep there can he no doubt. One
of these is the whale. It was only in
1908 that a whale devastated the fish
traps off Port Towsend, Wash., be-
cause the fishermen had captured one
of its young. A whaler recently put

in port In Liverpool with the arm of
an octopus 38 feet long. The arm had
been taken from the mouth of a whale
he had killed and had stuck in the
huge animal's throat. The octopus is
doubtless a more fearful animal than
the sea serpent-

RACE NEWS
GATHERED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES

Philadelphia, Pa. Dec. 9—An
pstate valued at $139,000 was left
by John W. Holland, the retired
Negro caterer, who died last week

Newport, R. 1., Dec. 9.—VV. H.
Jackson, for eight years assistant
doorkeeper at the State House of
Representatives, was elected with-
out opposition in the city elections
last week to the City Council from
the second ward by the Republi-
can voters. Mr. Jackson has been
on the City Republican Committee
for twenty-seven years and is sen-
ior member of the committee. He
was elected to the Council for two

years. He is a deucon of Mt. Oli-
vet Baptist Church.

Columbia, S. C., Dec. B'—Twelve
houses, containing between forty-
five and fifty women, resorts con-
ducted by Negroes for white men,
were visited by Sheriff John C.
McCain, accompanied by five de-
puties, and all of the women order-
ed to leave Richland County with-
in forty-eigLt hours. Eight white
men found in the houses were ejec
ted. The resorts were ordered
closed, the sheriff expressing the
opinion that houses of this charac-
ter are a greater menace to the
community than “Blind Tigers.”

Philadelphia, Pa., Dec. 9.—Two
panels were exhausted before a

jury was secured to try Charles
Kinlock. a white man, who killed
Mrs. Anna Phillips, bookkeeper in
a restaurant on Market street.

Kinlock was trying to kill Mrs.'
Ora Griffiths, a colored waitress,
with whom he was infatuated.
He tried to commit suicide but
fuiled. Mrs. Griffiths was shot,
but recovered.

J. E. Thompson of Clearview,
Okln., which is one of Beveral pros-
perous Negro settlements, repre-
sents the idea of big business
among Negroes. Thompson con
trols .">,OOO acres of furm lund;
To-duy, at the age of fifty-five,
Tuompson actuully owns 1,800
acres. He raises mules, horses,
hogs and cattle. This is in con-
trast to his condition in 1871,
when he stood on the porch ofa
renter's hovel and, looking longing-
ly wita his sister into a garden
full of mustard, sighed: "If we

only hud some meat, we could
cook it in plenty of mustard.”

Kingston. N. C., Dec. B.
Messrs. C. D. Sauls, A. E. Best
aud Harvey Fox ure promoters of
the Greene County Pig Club, or-

ganized in accordance with the
plan recently outlined by Dr.
Booker T. Washington. Already
the colored people of this county
are aroused and have caught hold
of the idea, determined to raise at

least one extra hog this year and
thereby do what they can to re-

lieve the stress of the present fi-
nancial condition. The Greene
County organization is to have a
branch in each of the nine town-
ships and workers in each branch
will make an earnest, vigorous

campaign in the interest of the
movement. It is predicted that
more than one thousand colored
families will raise an extra pig
this fall and a conservative esti-
mate places the combined increase
in wealth of these families at more
than SIO,OOO.

(From New York Age)
Dr. Felix Adler, in his address

at the second public meeting of
the National League on Urban
Conditions among Negroes at Beth-
el A. M E Church Friday night,
December 4, said that the “deep
underlying cause of this war is
that alt these nations in Europe
are contending together to deter-
mine which shall have the power

to rule the black and yellow races
of Asia and Africa.” He declared
that two attitudes can be assumed
toward a weaker race: one is the
European attitude of forever main-
taining supremacy over the peo-
ple ruled, aud the other is that of
establishing a temporary govern-
ment, with the avowed pmrpose of
extinguishing that government
aud preparing the nutiou for self-
government. Dr. Adler says he is
with the latter, and that at pres-
ent this is the attitude of this gov-
ernment toward the Philippine
Islands. It is nip and tuck, how-
ever, said Dr. Adler, as to which
way the government would go. If
the standpatters return to power
in the next election the United
States may goover to the European
attitude. He made the avowal
that what is being fought for in
Europe affects vitally the Negro
in America, the Eutopeuu idea
being that the white man will al-
ways maintain his supremacy over
the uatiou he lules

Rejoiced in the Prospect.

Janies, who is not a natural student,

one day was observed to seem very

happy about something. A svmpa- f
thetlc neighbor inquired the reason for
his joy. “Oh.” explained James. Just
entering third grade, "I asked pap this
morning If I had to go to college, an*
he said if I stayed as stupid as I am
now it wouldn’t be any use, an’ teacher
says I’m naturally stupid, so I only

have 12 more years to co to school!”


