
TELEPHONE TRIUMPH
COMPLETE CIRCUIT FROM NEW

YORK TO SAN FRANCISCO.

FIRST MESSAGE BY INVENTOR
Line Officially Opened Jan. 25, 1915,

3,400 Miles in Length. Trans-

mission Clear and Distinct.

New York.—From the fifteenth
floor of a New York skyscraper, In the
office of Theodore N. Vail, president
of the American Telephone and Tele-
graph company, Alexander Graham
Bell Monday afternoon telephoned to

Thomas A. Watson In San Francisco,
sending the first message ever tele-
phoned across the continent.

Although engineers and scientists
have worked for nearly forty years
perfecting transmitters, receivers,

lines, cables, switchboards and various
telephone apparatus that all com-
bined made transcontinental tele-
phoning possible, John J. Carty, chief
engineer of the Bell Telephone Sys-
tem, insisted that the inventor of the
telephone should have the honor of
sending the first ocean to ocean mes-
sage, and thus it was that Dr. Bell and
Mr. Watson were at either end of the
line Monday afternoon.

In a little workshop in Boston, June
2, 1875, it was Alexander Graham Bell
who spoke and Thomas A. Watson
who heard the first message ever sent
by telephone. “Come here Watson, I
want you,” were the first words ever
conveyed over a wire. That wire was
only sixty feet in length. The line
used Monday is 3,400 miles long.

A bit of sentiipent that entered into
the celebration of the opening of the
transcontinental line was that the
sixty feet of wire used in the first

talk in Boston was spliced into the
line Monday, thirty feet of it at New
York and thirty feet at San Francisco.

Ever since the telephone was dis-
covered, America, the land of its
birth, has kept the lead, using more
telephones than all the rest of the
world. Moie than twenty-one million
miles of wire In this country now
unite nine million telephones in 70,000
cities, towns and villages. All the rest
of the world has less than five million
telephones.

In 187(1 the longest telephone line in
the world was from Boston to Cam-
bridge, two miles; in 1884 it was ex
tended to New York, 235 miles. Chi-
cago and New York were connected in
1895, and in 1911 New York could saj

“Hello” to Denver.
In the forty years since the tele

phone was invented nearly a hundred
types of transmitters, and numerous
repeating instruments and other de-
vices have been used and discarded

for something better, but it is asserted
that no single new discovery has been
responsible for this latest and great-

est achievement in the telephone art

In the two circuits of the transcon-
tinental line there are approximately

Bix million pounds of copper wire, oi

about two hundred carloads. This
wire is stretched on 130,000 poles,

which it they were loaded on railroad

cars would make twenty trains oi
thirty cars each.

The route of the transcontinental
telephone line is from New' York to
Pittsburgh, thence to Chicago, Daven-
port, Dos Moines, Omaha, Lincoln,
Denver, Salt Lake City and to SaD
Francisco.

It is understood that the rate wili
be about $21.00 for a three-minute tali

from New York to San Francisco.
Stationed along this great stretch

oi telephone line the day it was open

od were repairmen every few miles,

in t'-he big centers, in the little towns
on the prairies, in the mountains, and
out <*n the desert, ready to splice the
wires in case they were torn down by

sleet or wind, to solder a break or re
place an insulator broken by a storm
or a mischievous boy. Like soldier?

on picket duty, these repairmen wil!

be kept on constant vigil, night and
day, in good weather and In bad, fot
It is advertised that tills line is soon
to be opened to the public for con
•tant use.

(Copyright by Harris & Ewing)

ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL.

EXPENSE BUDGET CUT
GOVERNOR’S CONFERENCE TO

SAVE TAXPAYERS $14,633.

All Department Heads Aid Executive
in Making Reductions.—Short

Appropriation Bill Passed.

Western Newspaper Union News Service.

Denver. —A conference held be-
tween Governor Carlson and the
heads of different state departments

saved Colorado $14,G33.
“I am more than pleased with the

ready response the state officers and
department heads gave to my request
for a general cut in expenses,” said
Governor Carlson. “I hope they may

be given full credit for the manner in
which they have met the situation.
And I especially wish to give credit to

W. B. Fraser, fish and game commis-
sioner, who has materially aided us in
our effort to reduce expenses to the
minimum.”

The cut of SI4,G3S is made in the
short appropriation bill passed by the
Assembly. The total amount provided
for in the measure was about $400,000.

Among the reductions made were:

$1,250 from the governor’s contingent

fund of $1,500 made for the benefit
of Governor Ammons during the last
six weeks of his term; $1,500 from
Governor Carlson’s contingent fund of
$2,500 for the period from Jan. 12 to
April l; S7OO from the traveling ex-

pense fund of $2,400 for the public
examiner in the state auditor’s office;

SSOO from the salary list and S2OO
from the traveling expense fund for
license inspectors in the state treas-
urer’s office; $333.33 from the $1,333.-
33 traveling expense fund of the bu-
reau of mines; S3OO, or the elimination
orf one clerk in the state engineer’s
office; S9OO from the traveling ex-
pense fund of deputy state engineers;

SBOO from the SI,OOO traveling expense
fund of the state tax commission;
sllO from the traveling expense and
incidental fund of the secretary of the
state board of charities and correc-
tions; $266.6G from the traveling ex-
pense fund of the bank commissioner;
$1,900 from the game and fish depart-
ment; $333.33 from the minimum wage

commission traveling expense fund;

$l5O from the state board of health;
$350 from the meat and slaughter
plant inspector’s traveling fund; $l5O
from the oil inspector’s traveling ex-
pense fund; $4,000 from the $20,000
fund appropriated for the payment of
costs of publishing departmental bien-
nial reports for the last two years.

Senators Alter Workmen’s Act.
Denver. —Important and far - reach-

ing alterations in the proposed indus-
trial commission act to be presented
to the Twentieth General Assembly
and originally drafted by a committee
of attorneys working under direct in-
structions from Gov. Geo. A. Carlson
have been made in a redraft of the
measure by the Senate industrial com-
mittee, of which Senator William R.
Eaton of Denver is chairman. The re-
draft was made after the Senate com-
mittee had considered the administra-
tion measure from all angles; had
considered communications and criti-
cisms submitted by employers and em-
ployes, and had made a careful study

of possibly conflicting constitutional
provisions and statutes and similar
laws in force in other states of the
Union. These changes modify the
measure to a considerable extent.

To Punish Fake Advertisers.
Denver. —Punishment for fraudulent

advertising is provided in a bill intro-
duced in the State Senate by Senator
Robert E. Winbourn. The measure,

according to its sponsor, was designed
to put an end to fake medicine and
other advertising and compel mer-
chants to tell the truth in appealing
to the public to purchase their wares.

To Improve Inspection of Meat.
Denver. —A bill requiring that the

state meat inspector shall be a gradu
ate veterinarian is being prepared by

the attorney general at the request ol
Dr. W. W. Yard, state veterinarian,

and will be introduced in the Legis
lature.

Governor Probing Two State Boards.
Denver. —Investigations which have

been carried on by Governor Carlson
into the affairs of the State Board of
Health and the State Board of Capitol
Managers may result in the resigna-

tion of several members of these
boards.

Glenn Named Assistant Examiner.
Denver. —M. W. Glenn of Pueblo

was appointed assistant state ex-
aminer by State Auditor Mulnix. This
is the third appointment which has
been made by the auditor since he
took office.

Extradited on Forgery Charge.
Denver. —Governor Carlson granted

an extradition for the return to Arkan-
sas of Herbert T. French, who is
charged with embezzlement in that
state.
Aylesworth at Gateway Hearing.

Denver. —M. H. Aylesworth, the
new member and attorney of the
Colorado public utilities commission,
will go to Washington to represent

the commission before the Interstate
Commerce Commission at a hearing
regarding the proposed closing of the
Ogden gateway to Denver and to at

tend a preliminary conference for tht.
establishment of a national electrical
safety code. An appropriation for the
expenses of the commissioner’s trip

was included in the short appropria-

tion bill signed by Governor Carlson.

THE SCENERY SPECIAL
By AUGUST WITTFELD.

(Copyright.)
“These stories of holdups and train

robberies,” said Monk, “always re-
mind me of an actress who has been
robbed of her glittering glassware. You
never heard of anyone doing much
on the proceeds of historic highway-
ing, and the man who attempts to hold
up a modern express train may get

away with the goods, but eventually
the sheriff puts him on his visiting
list.”

“Right you are,” replied the pug-
nosed brakeman. “It takes nerve to
hold up a train, but it takes more than
nerve to pull the trick off successfully
and retire on the proceeds. The men
who possess all the qualifications req-
uisite for such jobs generally land a

sinecure behind the frosted-glass par-
tition.”

“Now you’re talking classical Eng-
lish,” commented Monk, “and ex-
pressing clarified thought in capsule
form. I never knew but one man to
pull off a holdup successfully, and
then obliterate himself from the sur-
roundings.

“It happened down South, where at
one time the railroads were noted for
their lack of speed, and where it was
Impossible to miso a train. All you
had to do, if your train had left the
station, was to follow it on foot, and
you couldn’t miss it unless you over-
looked it or mistook its creeping for
the inertia of a side-tracked section.”

"Yes,” commented the pug-nosed
brakeman, "I knew of a man down
there who brought suit against the S.
L. O. road to recover for damages sus-
tained in bumping into the rear end of
the moonlight limited while walking
along the track.

“The company tried to non-suit him
by bringing a counter-charge of tres-
pass; but his lawyer threatened to at-
tack the validity of their charter on
the ground that they could not prove
that they were running trains, and
they withdrew their charge.

“The plaintiff won his suit, and the
company was ordered to upholster the
rear end of their trains to prevent a
repetition of such accidents.”

“Well, to get back to the holdup,”
Baid Monk, “I was touring the South,
Borne years back, and at this partic-
ular time my objective point was
Boonville. As I had lots of leisure, I
decided to make the trip by rail.

“I caught up to a freight bound for
that point, and, sauntering up to it, I
swung myself aboard the caboose and
proceeded to accord myseli with a cor-
dial welcome. I took possession of
the lower bunk without waiting for
the porter to appear, and was soon
In the land of dreams.

“Iwas awakened by the crew\ who
had come back to see if the rear end
was all right. lie asked me what the
Stonewall Jackson I meant by intrud-
ing, and volunteered to punch my
ticket or my head without fear or
Tavor

“I hypnotized him by making a few
occult passes, and he extended me the
cordial entente. It was pretty good
stuff, even though it was tax free and
ilid not bear the pure-food guaranty.”

“If you will pardon the interrup-
tion,” said the pug-nosed brakeman,
”1 want to pay tribute to the railroads
Df the South. The southern spirit of
hospitality is not dead, and the Ches-
terfields of the rail will give you the
glad welcome or the G. B. with all the
grace born of heredity and long prac-
tice. They will fire you from a train
fa such courtly manner that you feel
like apologizing for giving them the
trouble.”

“Your prognostication coincides with
my observation,” commented Monk.

“This Chesterfield of the caboose
told me we were approaching Hog
mountain, a moonshiners’ stronghold,

noted for its reluctance to contribute
to the revenues of the government

and for the weirdness and grandeur
Df its scenery.

“He said he had to go back to the
engine and tend to his fire, and he ad-
vised me to take a seat in the observa-
tory of the caboose and enjoy the
phantasorama.
“I took his advice, and found that

we were traveling up into the moun-
tain, and that the scenery was all that
he claimed for it. I was taking in
the scape, when I noticed a tall moun-
taineer making his way down a rugged
path toward us.

“He carried a long rifle, and was
accompanied by a lean, lanky coon
dog. He reached the railroad track
just as we passed, and, spying me
looking out the observatory window
like a blooming Juliet scouring the
horizon for a dilatory Romeo, he point-

ed his rifle at me and commanded:
“ ‘Yon-all throw up your hands!’
“I looked at him in amazement, but

lost no time in doing the upward Del-
earte movement

“ ‘Say you moth-eaten mountaineer,’
I shouted, ‘what’s the answer to the
riddle you’re propounding? Have I
unconsciously butted into a Hatfield-
McCoy combination, or do you imagine
this is a treasure train?’

“ ‘You-all stop that train, or I’llblow
/our darned head off!’ he replied.

“ ‘How the heck do you expect me
to stop the train?’ I shouted back.
‘Run along, Reuben, and file your re-
quest with the engineer. He’s run-
ning this seeing-the-sceuery special
from the front end.’

“For a moment he looked as if he
doubted my statement; then, lowering
his gun, he sprinted for the forward
end, while I climbed down from my
perch and started out to investigate.

“As I stepped from the train, it

came to a stop, ana when I reached
the engine tho mountaineer had the
engineer and his man-of-all-work lined
up with their hands as far from earth
as possible. He caught sight of me,
and in a wink he had me doing the
high reach alongside the others.

“ ‘Say,’ growled the engineer, ‘what
you want to do? Steal this outfit?
There isn't anything on board you can
take, unless it’s the coal in the tender.’

“ ‘Don’t you-all give me no sass,’ cau-
tioned the tall man of the mountains.
‘l’m going to borrow this train, and
you-uns’ll have to run it for me.’

“Well, he made us all climb aboard,
packing us into the cab, and ordered
the engineer to start up.

“ ‘Say,’ queried tho engineer, w ith
his hand on the throttle, ’aren’t you
going to ride?’

“ ‘No,’ replied the mountaineer, ‘I
hain’t never been on one of those
pesky things, an’ I ain’t going to take
no chances. I guess I can hoof it and
keep up to you; but don’t you-all try

to run away from me, or I’llplug you
full of lead!’

“The engineer started up, and the
highland holdup man had no trouble
keeping up with us. The queer proces-
sion proceeded for several miles, then
we came to a place where a track
branched off from the main line into
the heart of the wilderness. Here he
brought the engine to a stop by point-
ing his gun at the engineer and shout-
ing, ‘Whoa!’

“ ‘Now. you-all git down and move
the track over so w?e can go up this
’ere way,’ he commanded, addressing
the man-of-all-w'ork.

“That worthy lost no time in climb-
ing down and throwing the switch, and
we moved along the old unused track.

“ ‘What the nation does that elon-
gated outlaw want to run us up this
old lumber line for?’ growled the en-
gineer. ‘There hasn’t been a train
along here since the road stopped tak-
ing out timber.’

“‘Say, you train robber!’ shouted
the man-of-all-w'ork, addressing the
patriarchal pirate in his most courtly
manner, ’will you kindly inform us

whither we are going and why, and
what is our doom.’

“ ‘You-all ’ll find out soon enough,’
he answered. ‘Shut up!’

“We proceeded for about three
miles, and then the grizzled guerrilla
commanded the engineer to stop. He
told the fireman to fix his fires so they
would last for a couple of hours. When
everything was ready he lined us up

in single file, with the lanky coon dog
in the lead, and made us precede him
along a path in the wilderness. In
about fifteen minutes we came to a

cabin in a clearing. In answer to a

whistle from our captor, a woman ap-
peared at the door.

“ ‘Mandy,’ he said, ‘l’vebrought com-
pany for dinner. Rustle around lively.
These gents is in a hurry.’

“In short time the meal was ready,

and we all sat down. It knocked the
wind out of me to hear that venerable
villaih k’Sk a divine blessing on the re-
past, but it didn’t spoil my appetite.

“Afterwe had finished and the table
had been cleared, our host procured
writing materials and placed them on
the table.

“ ‘I want one of you-uns to write a
letter/ he said. ‘Guess you-all had bet-
ter do it,’ he continued, addressing
me.

“I expressed my willingness to ac-
commodate him, and perpared to sten-
ograph his dictation.

“ This here letter/ he said, ‘is to be
wrote to the president of the United
States/

“I indited the superscription and
waited for him to commence dictation.

“ ‘Mr. President,’ he started, and
then continued:

Dear Sir:
This here section of the country has been

pestered by a lot of no-accoUnt revenue
men huntin’ for moonshiners. They made
it onpleasant for us honest natives and.
we-all has had to feed them pretty darn
often. To prove to you that these revenue
men you send down here are no-aecount
critters. I am sending you by railroad a
keg of iirst-class moonshine whisky which
I made in my cabin while your varmints
wi\s there eating my grub. I guess you-
all will find it all right, but there is no
use you sending any more of them crit-
ters down here to get me, for 1 am go-
ing away. Please excuse the writing, ns
it was done by a no-account railroad man.

Yours truly,
this!

JAKE X. TOLLIVER,
[mark]

“Quite an expressive epistle,” com-
mented the pug-nosed brakeman.

“Yes,” replied Monk. “That moun-
taineer had the art of letter writing
down fine. After I had ’inished my
stenographic duties, tl’at moonshiner
produced a five-gallon ke£ and made
us lug it down to the train. He told
the engineer to see that it was deliv-
ered to the president along with the
letter. Then he bade us adieu and told
us to clear out.

“We backed out of that wilderness,
and eventually reached our destina-
tion.”

“And was the liquor sent to the
president?” asked the pug-nosed brake-
man.

“Not in a thousand years!” ex-
claimed Monk. “Somehow or other
that keg sprung a leak, an’ before we
reached our destination every drop of
the liquor was gone. If the train
hadn’t run so slow, we might have
saved some of it.”

Potash in United States.
A discovery of a deposit of potash

within the United States was made
some time ago, though little has been
done in the way of its development.
The department of the interior has ex-
pressed the hope that this supply
would for some time at least make the
farme.’s of this country Independent
of foreign sources. It lies, however,

stir undeveloped. Germany, up to
now, has hud a world monopoly of
potash.
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