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Republican
Regeneration

(From The New York Times)
Between November, 1912, and

November, 1914, the Republican
party was born ngaiu. The official
figures of the November vote in all
the states, for the first time assem-
bled and made public in the Times
today, tell the story. The total
vote cast for Republican candi-
dates last year was almost double
the presidential total for two years
before. In 1912 the vote for Mr.
Taft was 3,484,956. In 1914 the
Republican vote reached a total of
6,013,374. This is a Republican
gain of 2,528,418.

Only once before in our political
history has such a marvel of party

regeneration and upbuilding been
achieved.

SUBSIDENCE OF PROGRESSIVES.

The subsidence of the Progress-
ive upheaval, of course, accounts

for this enormous gain made by
the Republicans iu two years The
Roosevelt vote in 1912 was 4,119,-
507 while the vo*e for the Pro-
gressive candidates last November
was 1,906,417. There were only
five states, California, Illinois, In-
diana. Kansas and Pennsylvania,
in which the Progressive vote ex-

ceeded 100,000. Almost half the
vote of that party was cast in three
states, California, Pennsylvania,
Illinois, where the total Progress-
ive vote was 932,679. Nevertheless
in Illinois and Pennsylvania the
Progressives were outvoted..

The Progressives lost 2,213,090,
but the Republicans gained 2,528,-
418. These additional recruits

came evidently from the number
of those Republicans who in 1912
took refuge in the Democratic
camp, or perhaps with the Social-
ists, for it is to be noted that the
Socialist loss in the two years is
214,378. The Democrats gained
31,943 votes, which represented
probably the return of the Roose-

velt Democrats to their own party.

The Democrats retuin their con

trol of the house in the next con-

giess not through the success of
their own appeal to the country,
but by the obliging coi.duct of the
Progressives in a good many dis-
tricts, where they insisted on run-

ning their own candidates. Thir-
ty-nine such districts are specitied
by the Republican natibnal com-

mittee, where the candidates of the

party were defeated through the

presence iu the field of Progrees
ives. This is more than sufficient
to account for the small Democrat-

ic majority in the house.

The loss by the Progiessives of

a good deal more than half their

vote, which went bodily to swell
the Republican vote, is the great

significant fact disclosed.

TUSKEGEE GRADUATE
SUCCEEDS IN FLORIDA

The following editorial from the
Tampa, Florida Morning Tribune
tells of the success of one of Tus-
kegee’s graduates who is putting
into every day practice some of the
things which he learned in school:

“The Tribune has had occasion
several times to refer to the work
that is being done by the Negroes
of Marion County, which is a cen-
ter of a movement on the part of
members of that race to set higher
standards of usefulness for their
people. At a recent meeting bold
in this city, under the auspices of
the Afro American Civic League,
George H. Mays, Jr., one of the
men who is leading in this work in
Marion County, was the speaker
of the occasion and told the Ne
groes of Tampa how they might
join in the movement and do some-
thing for themselves.”

“Mays is himself an example of
what a hardworking, intelligent
and respectable Negro cau do with
his opportunities. He is a gradu-
ate of Tuskegee, taught in schools
in the North and is now the head
of a banking investment institution
at Ocala, organized and managed
by Negroes. He believes that the
South is the best place for the Ne-
groes and that their future lies in
this section of the country. Mays
so enjoys the confidence of the
white citizens of Ocala that many
of them huve deposits in his bank.
He is always urging the Negroes
to strive for industrial indepen-
dence and it is due to him that the
Negroes of Marion County huve
taken account of their opportuni-
ties and have begun to work to-
ward better ends.”

Dying Man’s Confession
Gives Freedom

Nashville, Jan. 16 —After serv
ing eleven years iu the state peni-
tentiary, for a crime of which he
has been proved entirely innocent,
John McElruth, colored, of Weak
ley county, is today a free man,
having been purdoned by Gov
Hooper in one of the official acts

before giving way to the new gov-
ernor,

At the trial, McElrath was sen-
tenced to be hanged. An appeul
to the supreme court was taken,

but without result. The eutire ev-1
idence was circumstantial and the
case was brought before Gov. Jas.
B. Frazier. Executive clemency
was exercised and the sentence
commuted to life imprisonment.

This was in 1904. Ten years
afterwards a young man in Weak-
ley county made a confession on
his death bed that exonerated the
Negro. The cenfession was that
John Wilson, the murdered man,
had been killed by a friend of this
man and that he was present aud
saw the crime committed.

McElratli made a good prisoner,
according to Warden Rimmer!
The oldest guard in the peniten-
tiary said the man never gave
trouble at any time. W’hile in
prison McElratli learned the trade
of moulder, in the smelting works,
and if he cun secure a job on the
outside, will make from four to five
dollars a day.

THE TANGO IS OF
NEGRO ORIGIN

“There is much interest in the
growth of the modern dances in
the fact that they were all danced
and played by us Negroes long be-
fore the whites took them up,”
writes Jesse Rees Europe in the
New York Tribune. "One of my
own musiciuns. William Tires,
wrote the first tango iu America as
far buck as the tfipanish-Amorican

war. It was known as “The
Trocha,” and a few years after-
ward he wrote‘The Maori.’ These
two tangos are now most popular,
yet who heard of them at the time
they were written? They were
the essentially Negro Gances, play-
ed and danced by Negroes alone.
The same may be said of the fox
trot, this seiibon the most popular
of all dances,

“The fox trot was created by a
young Negro of Memphis, Term.

W. C. Handy, who five years ago
wrote ‘The Memphis Blues, Tais
dunce was often played by me last
season during the tour of the Cast-
les, but never in public. Mr.
Castle became interested in it, but
did not believe it suitable for danc-
ing. He thought the time too
slow, the world of today demand-
ing staccato music. Yet after a
while he begun to dunce it at pri
vato entertainments in New York,
and, to his astonishment, discover-
ed that it was immediately taken
up. It was not until then that
Mr. and Mrs. Castle began to dance
it in pul.lip, with the result that it
is now danced as much as all tiro
other dances, as is the one-step.
The one-6tep is the national dunce
of the Ni gro, the Negro always
walking in his dances. I myself
have written probably more of
these new dances than any other
composer, and one of my composi-
tions, ‘The Cubtlo L one Du k
Waltz,’ is, perhaps, the most wide-
ly know of any dance now before
the public.”

Notes On Racial Progress

FURNISHED BY THE NA-
TIONAL NEGRO BUSI-

NESS LEAGUE.

The late Mrs. Ellen Bradsford,
of Little Rock, Arkansas, better
known as “Aunt Ellen" left §6,000
to the Negro Lutheran Church of
thut city. She had been working
ns a domestic siuce the Civil War
and invested wisely iu real estate.

Solomon Harper, a colored man,
has invented an automatic Bignal
and safety device for trains. Re-
presentative colored men of New
Y'ork City have organized a com-

pany called the National Grand
Control Signal Company which
will take charge aud promote the
sales. John E. Nail is the presi-
doAt. 1

Mr. E. G. Charleston, a colored
undertaker of Charleston, South
Carolina, has erected a §IO,OOO of-
fice building iu that city.

The Philadelphia (Pa.) Couraut
has a published “black list” of ad-
vertisements which they refuse.
The list includes liquor, cure-all
medicines, clairvoyants, fake laud
sales and all advertisemeuts which
hold the race up to ridicule.'

The Railway Employees Protec-
tive Association was organized in
Nashville, Tennessee, recently
This is an organization of colored
men from all sections of the coun-
try.

The National Negro Business
League has issued u call for the

observance of a National Negro
Health Week, March 15 to 27ih.

The Provident Association of
St. Louis has been organized to

relieve the poor and destitute of
that city. The colored people have
already contributed more than
§2OO.

At the First Baptist Church,
Newport News, Virginia, u special
Business Men’s Service was held
last Sunday. “Nigro business:
how to build it up aud how to tear

it down” was the subject selected
by Rev. C. D. Hemlersou, the pas-
tor.

The Standard American Mutual
Fire Insurance Company, of Hous-
ton, Texas, made a very creditable
showing for its first six mouths of
operation. Dr. M. W. Dugan is
president.

The Farmers’ Co operative Mer-
cantile Company, of Mound Bayou
Mi3s, has just closed the most sue

cessful year in its history. The
books showed a total business for
the year of $32,210 51.

Colored business men of Des
Moines, lowu tiave organized the
lowa Realty Invistnienl Company
with S Joe Brown as the secretary.
Mr. Brown is also secretary of tue

Local Negro Business League.

RACE NEWS
GATHERED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES

Henry E. Burris, for twenty five
yeais a carrier in the postoffice at
Rock Island, Illinois, was recently
tendered a banquet by other car-
ries in his city. Speeches of ap-
preciation were delivered by the
Postmaster aad Assistant Post-
mater.

(From California Eagle)
It is simply an idea of what

could be done by concentrated ef-
fort. Less than four years ago

Mr. and Mrs. Prentice started a
little store on Ninth street with
less than $100,00 worth of stock.
Today they are sole proprietors of
the two largest dry goods stores

owned and operated by Colored
people in Southern California—-
one on Ninth street, not far from

Central, the other at Third and
Rose. It is needless to say any-
thing about support, for it you
have any pride, whether race or
otherwise, you will lend your sup-
poit.

New Orleans, La., Jan. 20.—Fol-
lowing a warning sent in Novem-
ber that he should move out of bis
handsome home at 1112 Bordeaux
street, and “move across the street
in those small bouses suited for
Negroes,” which warning was sign-
ed “Committee of White Men,”
Professor Bi ll, teacher in one of
the schools frustrated an attempt
to burn his house when he was

awakened and found paper and
muting afire in his kitchen. The
floor had been saturated with oil.
Police Sergeant Anderson and
Deputy Fire Marshal Callahan be-
lieve they have a clew to the iden-
tity of the writer of the letter and
the incendiary.

Vieksburgr, Miss., Jan. 23 —

Forty eight Ilnurs nfler Ed. John-
son, colored, had been lynched, in
the suburbs of this city for the
theft of the animal, a cow owned
by a farmer near here returned
home today. The cow hud merely
strut oil off. A coroner’s jury
found that Juhnson had come to

his death at the hands of “men
unknown.” This item, in part, ex-

plains itself and needs but little
comment. What is most urgent
ts that it receive the widest prom-
inence. In last Sunday’s issue of
the Washington Post it was found
in small type, on an inside page
and at the bottom of a column,
win re it would bn likely to be ov-
erlooked Perhaps, because the
managing e litor was really asham
ed to chronicle the facts. Lynch-
ed for a strayed cow! Ye Gods!

Cincinnati, 0., Jan. 26.—Mayor
Spiegel has issued orders to Safety
Director Holmes that the word
“white”be stricken from rules of
qualification for membership in the
fire department. Several days ago
the civil service commission re-
jected six applications of Negroes
which had been tiled, and this ac-
tion caused a protest by the Ne-
groes which had been filed, and
this action caused a protest by the
Negroes who claimed t.iat it was a
violation of their constitutional
rights. Following the mayor’s or-
der, R. B. Thompson, 427 Mill
street, appeared before Surgeon
Hogen, Box and Hall, but was re-

jected because of t.wenty-one
pounds over weight aud deficiency
in height. The mayor has stated
that so long as he is in office there
will be no distinction because of
color or race in applications for
public positions. John S. Field-
ing, president of the Fraternal
League, composed of the Negro or-

ganizations of the city, directed
the appeal to the mayor which
brought about the change in ser-
vice requirement.

Atavism in Dogs.
Dogs, probably the earliest of do-

mesticated animals, when transferred
to a tropical country, such as central
Africa, lose In a few generations most
of the characteristics they have ac-
quired in Europe, and revert more and
more to the type of the jackal and the
wolf. Then their ears, whatever their
breed, tend to become pointed, their
coats turn sandy or rufous and their
bark becomes a howl. Some attempt

has been made to show that this is the
result of disease and resembles tne

effect of malaria on the human consti-
tution. Yet the Egyptian dog of Phar-
aonic times possessed, as is seen by
the monuments, these very character-
istics; and a3 he was certainly domes-
ticated before the European animal,
it is probablo that these are original
features of the race.

Luminescence of Nitrogen.

It has been touml that nitrogen, vig-
orously and spectroscopically pure, ac-
quires a continuous luminescence,

during the electric discharge, and
therefore this phenomenon can no

longer be attributed to the prescenco

of traces of oxygen. In the pres-

ence of metallic vapors, such as those
of mercury, sodium or potassium, says

the Scientific American, tlo- phenome-
non Is not produced ov.in;; to the ni-
trogen's being attacked by the metal-
lic vapors, forming a combination of
tlie metal with nitrogen. The pres-

ence of oxygen, which oxides the met-

allic vapors, hinders their action on
the active nitrogen and renders its
formation possible.

Africa's Potential Wealth.
For its future industrial develop-

ment Africa is remarkably fortunate.
Already coal deposits to the value of
more than three hundred million dol-
lars have been discovered along the
Cape to Cairo route, while more than
tive thousand waterfalls offer wonder-
ful possibilities for the establishment
of waterpower centers.


