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NEGROES IN
THE UNITED

STATES
Washington. D C. April 12,1915,

The bulletin on Negroes in the

United States, soon to be issued
by Director Sam L Rogers, of the
Bureau of the Census, Department
of Commerce, indicates that there
has been among Negroes an in-
creasing tendency toward home
ownership, a marked increase in
the percentage of illiteracy, a de-

crease in the.mortality rate, and an

increase in the proportion of
church membership.

This bulletin, which is a special
compilation of information deriv-

ed from the Thirteenth Census and
from other inquiries conducted by
the Census Bureau, brings togeth-
er in one publication all the prin-
cipal datapertainiug to the Negro
race which are in the possession
of the bureau. The work of plan-
ning and arranging the statistical
work, was done by Negro employ-
ees.

INCREASE IN NEGRO POPULATION

The Negro population of the

United States increased from 757,-

208, or 19.5 per cent of the total
population in 1790. to 9,827,708,

or 10.7 per cent of the total, in

1910. The increase between 1900
and 1910 was at the rate of 11.2

per cent, while during the same

period the white population in-

creased by 22 8 per cent. Since

1810 there has been a continuous

decrease in the proportion which

Negroes have formed of the total
population, dne, at least in part,

to the fact that the white popula-
tion has been continually augmen-
ted by immigration, while there
has been very little immigration

of Negroes during the past hun-
dred years.

The largest Negro population in

any state in 1910 was that of

Georgia, 1,176,987; Mississippi
was second, with 1,009,487; and
Alabama third, with 908,282.

Of the 9,827,763 Negroes in the

United States in 1910, 7,777,077,

or 79.1 per cent, were reported as

of pure Negro blood, the remaining
2.050,686, or 20 9 per cent, being
classed as “mulattoes.” For cen-

sus purposes this term covers all

persons of mixed white and Negro
blood, whatever the proportion.

The tigures indicate a continuous

increase in the percentage of mu-

laltoes during the past 40 years.

density and center of negro pop-

ulation.

In Mississippi and South Caro-

lina the Negro population was
more than 50 per cent of the total
in 1910 —56.2 per cent and 55.2
respectively; and in Georgia,
Louisiana, Alabama, and Florida
the percentages ranged between
40 and 50— 45.1, 43.1 ; 42 5, and 41,
respectively. In each of 53 conu-

ties. scattered thronghont the states
of Mississippi, Louisiana, Alaba-
ma, South Carolina, Georgia, Ar-
kansas. Florida, and Tennessee, at
least 75 per cent of the total pop-
ulation was Negro in 1910. Of the
Southern states, West Virginia
had the smallest percentage of Ne-
groes, 5.3. Outside of the South
there was no state in which the
percentage was ns high as 5, the
highest being that for Missouri, 4-
8. There were only five other
Northern States—New Jersey,
Kansas, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and
Indiuua—in which the proportion
of Negroes exceeded 2 per cent.

The "center of population” fqr
the Negro race in the United
States is now located _about. 5.4
miles north-northeast of Fort
Payne, Dekalb County, in north-
eastern Alabama. Its movement

ever since 1790 has been in' a
southwesterly direction, but during
the decade 1900-1910 it moved on-
ly 5.8 miles to the west-southwest,
while during the same period the
eenter of total population moved
39 miles to the westward.
NATINITY,SEX, AND MABITAL CON

dition.

Ninety-nine and two-tenths per
cent of all Negroes in the United
States in 1910 were natives of na-
tive parentage, only four-tenth of
1 per cent being foreign bom,
while the remaining four-teuths of
1 per cent were natives of foreign,
or mixed native and foreign paren-

tage. Of the 40,339 foreign-born
Negroes in the United States, 24,-
426, or a trifle more than 60 per
cent, came from Cuba and the
West Indies. Only 473 were born
in Africa.

The sex distribution of the Ne-
groes in the United States is on

the basiß of 98.9 males to 100 fe-
males, while for the native whites
of native parentage the ratio is 104
males to 100 females.

The statistics show a tendency
on the part of the Negroeß to mar-
ry at earlier ageß than whites.
This is brought out most clearly by
the percentages which married,
widowed, and divorced persons,

taken as a group, form of the total
members between the ages of 20
and 24. inclusive, namely, 39.6 for
Negroes and 27 for whites.

OWNERSHIP of homes

In 1910 there were in the South-
ern states 1.917,391 Negro homes,
of which 430.449, or 22.4 per cent,

were owned, including 314 340, or
16.4 tier cent of all Negro homes,
which were owned free of incum-
brance. In ]9tlo the percentage
of owned homes was 20. The high-
est percentage of owned Negro
homc-s in any of the Southern
States in 1910 was that for Virgin-
ia, 41*1, while the lowest, 14 7, was
was found in Georgia. Statistics
are also shown for all southern
municipalities of 5,000 or more

Negro inhabitants.

BY THEIR FRUITS

Editorial: From New York World,
April 1, 1915

In the production of "The Birlh
of a Nation "in this city a race is
libelled. Iu the office of the Col-
lector of Internal Revenue for the
iSerond District of New York that
race may' lie judged by its fruits.

Charles W. Anderson goes out

of office today after holding for ten

years this rtsjionsible post under
the Treasury. Many millions of
dollars have passed through his
hands. His dealings have been
practically all with white men of
the keentst intellect and of sub-
stantial business standing

Capacity and courtesy have been
the qualities most remarked in bis

conduct of an office maintained al-
ways in the highest efficiency.

In Collector Anderson’s time,
three complicutid and important
new revenue measures, the income
tux, the corporation tax and the
war revenue tux, have made this
office the most difficult, us it is the
most important ever held by a col-
ored man under the Government.
He has stood the test,

No race is fuirly jndged by hold-
ing up as types for reprobation its
most degraded specimens. Every
race bus the right to be judged by
its patient, toiling, useful average,
and by its best.

WILSON DIRECTS PRAISE
FOR NINTH U. S CAVALRY

Douglas. Ariz . April 13.—The
Ninth United States cavalry stood
at attention today while Col. John
F. Guilfoyle, commanding officer,
read a letter written by' Lindley
M. Garrison, secretary of war, by
direction of the president, compli-
menting the officers and men of
the Ninth for gallantry during the
siege of Nuc.o, Texas, in November.
December and January. Officers
and men risked their lives daily in
patroling the border and preserv,
ing the neutrality of the United
StntSs during that siege.

BOOKER T. WASHING-
TON ON THE WAR

When I consider the cost of this
war; when 1 think of the blood
that has been shed; of the proper-
ty that has been destroyed and the
misery that has been caused —I am
sometimes inclined to thank God
that I am not a member of a su-

perior race. Rather lam disposed
to thank God that I belong to a

people that cannot hope and does
not desire to prosper at the cost of
any other race.

There is a certain advantage in
the belonging toll race that has lo

make its way peacefully through
the world; a race that prospers, if
it prospers at all, because it has
made friends rather than enemies
of the people by whom it is snr-

ronsujgd. There is a certain satis-
faction, also, in belonging to a race

whose hope of success in the
world consists of making itself
useful to the world, and it is not

wholly a disadvantage to. the Ne-
gro that, though he should fight
in every war as he has ia this, it
is not to maintain his own super-
iority, but that of some other race

that he fights.—North American
Review.

RACE PREACHERS
WERE EXCLUDED

Baltimore, Md., April 6.—Two

Colortil Presbyterian ministers
who had been invited to a Inucheon
given by the board of ministerial
relief and sustenance of the Pres-
byterian Church at the City Club

this afternoon were asked lo leave

the assembly because of a rule of

the club which excludes Colored

persons from tts rooms.
The other ministers present ex-

pressed considerable regret over

the matter because at other meet-
ings of the board no distinction of

color lias been made.

It was explained that the origi-
nal plan had been to hold the
luncheon at Northminister Pres-
byterian church, but that this later

was found to be inadvisable be-
cause of the luck of facilities.
Then the City Club headquarters
were engaged.

When it wus decided to change

the meeting place to the City Club

tl.o rule excluding Negroes was

not taken into consideration,
Rev. Dr. Alfred H. Barr, recent-

ly of Detroit, presided over the
meeting and it fell to his lot to no-

tify tlie Negro ministers that their
presence would have to be refused.
The Negroes left just as the
whites were about to sit down to

the luncheon anti took the affair

much to heart. They said they
had been invited, fully expected to

remain and felt much aggrieved.
It is understood they will lay

the slight before the presbyterian
general assembly in Rochester

next month.

RACE NEWS
GATHERED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES

DaytoD, 0.—Thaddeus Wheeler,
of 17 Brady street, this city, has
been appointed cost clerk in the
municipal department. He is the
first man of his race to be so recog-
nized under the new form of gov-
ernment. The white dailies of
Dayton speak praisingly of him
and remark that he is one of the
greatest colored men in the state
of Ohio.

Chicago, April 7.—She Negro
citizens of Chicago are jubileut
over the election of Hon. Oscar
DePriest as alderman from the
Second Ward. It seems that De-
Priost. led his ticket, getting every
Republican vote in the ward and
some more. Women voted for the
first time in this election, and be it
said to their credit that they stood
by their party like veterans. Os-
cur DePriest is the first Negro ev-
er elected to the aldermatic beard
in this city. The Republicans
made a clean sweep, carryiug Chi-
cago by a record plurality of 140,-

q<H).

PARENTAL PROBLEMS

(From Nashville Globe.)
A bachelor friend wrote us giv-

ing some wholesome advice to par-

ents as to proper rearing of their
children. It furnishes an old maid
almost astmuch pleasure to advise
a mother how to bring up her
daughter as it pleuses an irate sub-
scriber to tell the editor how to

run a paper. Both are popular
and harmless pastimes But if
our friend had two or three chil-
dren of his own, he would find that
it is not so soft as it looks. Chil-
dren nowadays are allowed a lati-

tude that would have thrown the
generation of the thirty years ago
period into nine buckaction fits.
The ideu that a boy or girl of 10
would go to a public dance at all,
to say noiting of going unchaper-
oned, would have beeu considered
worthy of settlement at a church
trial. Where mother used to have
one silk dress and make it last a
lifetime, daughter uow has enough
silk stockings anil petticoats to

fill a druy. The problem of find-
ing a suit of clothes that the aver-
age high school boy will look at,

short of $15 is becoming one of
life's real perplexities. The av-

erage boy of today spends more

money every week on picture
shows and his best girl than his

grandfather frivoled away in a

year.
When you attempt to draw the

Hue on your children as to their

dress or pleasure, you cut them out

of their "'set” and earn a conspic-
uous reputation as a tightwad.
The average father and mother are
between the devil and the bright
blue sea on.these matters, and us-

ually compromise with their con-

science by taking the line of least
resistence. If their children go to
the devil, the parents are censured
by everybody iu the community
who never had any, and if they
wiggle through somehow and come

up decent citizens everybody will
be surprised and disappointed.
It*B the way of the world, and
preachments won’t change it.

Oberlin. Ohio. April 6.—We are
always glad to report to the con-
tinued success of Colored students
in leading Northern Universities.
Moie and more aie we convinced
of the fact that if the Negro youth
is given impartial and equul oppor-
tunities with other competitors,
regardless of race or color—in the
loug run he will show up to a de-
cided advantage. 011 Tuesday ev-

ening, March 22ud. there was held
in Oberlin what is traditionally'
known as the “Home Oratorical
contest There were five speakers
of college rank. Mr. Benjamin
Allen of Lexiugton, Kyr ., was the
only Negro representative—and
his subject incidently had to do
witii the race problem. The con-

test was rather close, but not so
close that serious questions were
entertained as to the winner. The
audience went away generally sat-

isfied that the judges had rendered
a just aecisiou iu favor of the sec-
ond speaker. Mr. Allen, by virtue
of this home victory, will repre-
sent Oberlin at the Northern Ora-
torical Contest to be held in lowa
City in May. The Universities to

be represented iu this larger con-
test are the Universities of Illinois
Michigan. Minnesota, lowa, Wis-
consin and the Northwestern Uui-
versity. It might be added that
Mr. Allen is the son os Dr. J. M.
Allen, a very able physician iu
Lexiugton, Ivy.

“The Sweet
“Patrick! Patrick!” adinontwhed

a lady. "He careful where you are
walking! Ycu nearly trod upon my
darling tortoise!” *‘Ocb. oe aisy. mo
lady!’* rejoined her Irish gardener.
“Shure, an’ I wouldn’t ban a hair of
his head, the sweet creatur!”

Source of Ramie.
The ramie of which the inverted

mantles are made come? from China.
Formerly it was sent to Germany,
where It was de-gummea and made
into a thread, but now the eutlre op-
eration is done here.,


