
INHERITANCE TAX IS
NOW CONSTITUTIONAL

Supreme Court So Decides in
the Stanford Estate Case.

Its Former Exposition of the Law Entirely
Reversed--The State School Fund Will

Be Enriched by Many Hundred
Thousands of Dollars.

IX
an opinion handed down yesterday

in the matter of the estate of Lel.-uid
Stanford, deceased, the Supreme

Court has held as constitutional the
act of March 23. 1593. as amended four
vcors after, In the matter of taxing ool-

iateral inheritances. This opinion, which
was written by Justice Van Dyke and

concurred in by Chief Justice Beatty

and Justices Temple and Garoutte. re-

verses the decision in the same case
written about a year ago by Justice Har-

rison.'
In yesterday's decision Justice Harri-

son dissented. The law as laid down
yesterday applies to every estate in Cali-

fornia over $500 in value and puts immedi-
ately into the school fund nearly $300,000.

When Senator Stanford died ho left a
will In which, among other bequests, he

gave $2,600,000 to trustees for the benefit
of the university ho had established, and
52.2iw.000 to certain of his nephews anil

niece's residing in this State and In the

East.
• The District Attorney of this county,

on behalf of the Treasurer, brought an
nction against Mrs. Stanford, us admin-
istratrix, for $236,750 taxes on the collat-
eral inheritances mentioned. In the lower

court Judgment went in favor of the law
and an appeal was taken to th., Supreme

Court by Mrs. Stanford. Justice Harri-

son's decision reversed the Judgment of

the lower court. His position was that

the legislative amendment of L897, exempt-

ing local heirs' and ;axing foreign heirs'

Inheritances was a discrimination and
hence the act and amendment were un-
constitutional. This decision was regard-
ed as a great victory, as it was a Hard
blow to tne inheritance lax act.

W F. Fitzgerald, then Attorney Gen-
eral made application to the Supreme
Court for a rehearing of the case, bas-
ing his petition on tne ground that tne

Slate was 41 party In the case, and as us
legal representative ho had never been
served with a notice of appeal. i'he
t?:at.-'s Interest lay in the loss or gain to

its school fund. ';he motion was granted
and Mr. Fitzgerald, retiring from office,
his successor, . Irey L. Fora, pursued tne

case to yesterday's victory lor the btate.

In the" decision the constitutionality of
the act under consideration is upheld on
the ground that the tax in question is

not upon the property but upon the right
of succession, nd the right of the Legis-
lature to lmpo.se an excise tax includes
tho right to select the subjects upon
which it shall be imposed, The reason
for the mount now due, about $300,000,
being greau-r than the amount sued tor,
s£ii.i:>o, is on

-
ount of the penalties at-

tached lor non-payment of the tax, as
shown in the following decision:

IN BANK.
In the matter of the estate of Le-

land Stanford, deceased— F. No. 571.
Inland Stanford died June 21, 1593,

leaving a last will and testament by
which he gave the sum of .$2,5u0,000 to

certain trustees lor the benelit of the
Leland Stanford Jr. University, and
also legacies amounting to $2,200,000 to
certain of his nepbews and nieces.
April 14, IS9O, the Superior Court of
Sian Francisco, in which the settlement
01 said estate was pending, on the ap-
plica of the Treasurer of the city
und county of San Francisco made an
order requiring Jane L. Stanford, as
executrix of tne last will an<l testa-
ment of said !..• land Stanford, de-
ceased, to pay into the treasury of
said city ana count) $235,750 as ana for
a tax on collateral inheritances. From
this order an appeal was taken May
IS, 1896. The act under which the or-
der directing the inheritance tax to be
paid over was approved March 23, 1893,
and took effect sixty days thereafter.
(Statutes 1693, page 193.) Itis entitled
"An act to establish a tax on col-
lateral inheritances, bequests and de-
vises, to provide for its collection and
to direct the dispostion of the pro-
• • Is." The first section reads as
follows

"Section 1. After the passage of this
act all property which shall pass by
will or by the Intestate laws of this
State from any person who may die
seized or possessed of the same while
a resident of this State, or if such de-
cedent was not a resident of this State
at the time of death, which property,
or any part thereof, shall be within
this State, or any Interest therein or
income therefrom which shall be
transferred by deed, grant, sale or
gift, made In contemplation of the
death of the grantor or bargainer, or
intended to take effect in possession or
enjoyment after such death, to any
person or persons, or to any body poli-
tic or corporate, In trust or otherwise,
or by reason whereof any person orbody politic or corporate shall become
beneficially entitled, in possession or
expectancy, to any property, or to the
Income thereof, other than to or for
the use of his or her father, mother,
husband, wife, lawful Issue, brother.
Bister, the wife or widow of a son, or
the husband of a daughter, or any
child or children adopted as such In
conformity with the laws of the State
of California, and any lineal descen-
dant of such decedent born in lawfulwedlock, or the societies, corporations
and Institutions now exempted by law
from taxation by reason whereof any
such person or corporation shall be-come beneficially entitled, In posses-
sion or expectancy to any such prop-
erty, or to the income thereof, shall beand is subject to a tax of five dollarson every hundred dollars of the mar-
ket value of such property, and at aproportionate rate for any lessamount, to be paid to the Treasurer
2{ t̂h<ir/oper county, as hereinafterdefined, for the use of the State; andall administrators, executors and
trustees shall be liable for any and allsuch taxes until the same shall have
been paid, as hereinafter directed*provided, that an estate which may 'bevalued at a leas sum than five hun-
dred dollars shall not be subject to
such duty or tax."

Section 4 reads: "All ta-xes Imposed
by this act. unless otherwise provided
for. shall be due and payable at thedeath of the decedent, and Ifthe sameare paid -within eighteen months no
Interest shall be charged and collectedthereon, but if not so paid, interest
at the rate of 10 per centum per an-num shall ne charged and collected
from the time said tax accrued; pro-
vided, thnt if said tax Is paid within
six months after the accruing thereof
a discount of C per centum shall be
allowed and deducted from said tax.
And In all cases where the executors
administrators or trustees do not
pay such tax within eighteen months
from the death of the decedent, they
shall be required to give a bond, In
the form and to the effect prescribed
jn section 2 of this act. for the pay-
ment of said tax. together with In-
terest." In another section it Is pro-
vided that if litigation becomes neces-
sary- or Iffor other unavoidable cause
for delay the estate cannot be settled
at the end of eighteen months, then
only 7 per cent should be charged. The
tax paid over to or collected by the
County Treasurer Is by him required
to be paid Into the treasury of the
Stale for the use of the State school

"After the appeal herein was perfect-After the appeal herein was perfect-
ed this court, in- re Wilmerding. had
occasion to consider the nature and
character of this collateral inheritance
tax, and therein, also he d the act
in question to be constitutional. (117

Cal.. 251.) In the opinion in that case
It is said: "Similar statutes have
been enacted in other States, and.
•with the exception of New Hampshire,

have been sustained by the courts in ,

thope States, upon the ground that
the charge thus Imposed Is in the na-
ture "i an excise tax or .1 tax upon. t he right of succession, and is within
the constitutional power of the Legis-
lature. (Citing a number of cases of
the various States.)

"The principles upon which the tax
is upheld have, been so fully and
clearly elaborated In the above cases
that it is necessary to ';\u25a0• no more
than refer to the cases. The right of
inheritance. Including the designation
of heirs arid the proportions which the
several heirs shall receive, as well as
the right of testamentary disposition,
are entirely matters of statutory en-
actment, and within the control of the
Legislature. As it is only by virtue
of the statute that the heir is en-
titled to receive any of his ancestor's
estate; or that the ancestor can divert
his estate from the heir, the same
authority which confers this privilege
may attach to It the condition that a
portion of the estate so received shall
be contributed to the state, and the
portion thus to be contributed is pe-
culiarly within the legislative discre-
tion." And, again: "As this tax is
not upon property, but upon tne right
of succession, the constitutional pro-
vision that all property shall be taxed
according to Its value is inapplicable.
The right of the Legislature to impose
an excise tax Includes the right to se-
lect the subjects upon which it shall
be imposed."

InEstate of Smith, 137 N. V.. 83, cited
by appellants, that court, In speaking
or this question, says: "The precise
definition of the nature of this tax is
not essential, If it Is susceptible of
exact definition. Thus far in this court
we have not thought It necessary in
the cases coming before us to deter-
mine whether the object of taxation is
the property which passes or not;
though In some expressions may be
found which seem to regard the tax;

In that light." (Referring to a num-
ber of cases in that State. "The idea
of this succession tax, as we may con-
veniently term it. Is more or lees com-
pound; the principal Idea being the
subjection of property, ownership of
which has ceased by reason of the
death of the owner, to a diminution,
by the state reserving to itself a por-
tion of its amount, if in money, or
of its appraised value ifInother lorms
of property."

The decision In the W'ilmerding case
would have disposed of this appeal
were it not that the act in question
was amended by the Legislature of
I1 The act of 1897 is entitled. "An act
to amend an act entitled 'An act to
establish a tax on collateral inherit-
ances, bequests and devises, to pro-
vide for its collection and to direct the
disposition of the proceeds.' approved
March 23. 1893." It amends section 1
of the act of 1893 by including among
those who are exempt from the tax
the niece or nephew when a resident
of this State, along with certain classes
of rations, of which the above
named university is one.

Such amendatory act contains an
Independent section, numbered 2. read-
ing as follows: "The exemptions con-
tained in this act shall apply to all
property which has passed, by will,
succession or transfer, since the ap-
proval of the act of which this act Is
amendatory, except in those cases
where the tax has been paid to the
Treasurer of the proper county." It
1- claimed on the part of the appellants
that the appeal herein must be deter-
mined in accordance with the act of
ISM. as amended, referring, in support
of such contention, to Bank vs. Hen-
derson. 101 Cal., 307, and other cases in
the same line. Such decisions are to
the effect that in certain cases where,
subsequent to the appeal, matters arise
affecting the same, upon proper sug-
gestion and proof of such matters they
will be considered by the appellate
court; specially is this so when the ac-
tion is of a penal characther, as it
was in the Henderson case.

On the other hand, It is contended
upon the part of the respondent that
the amendatory act in question, so far
as it attempts to relieve these appel-
lants and other beneficiaries similarly
situated from the condltions_or obliga-
tions contained in the act of iv"),being
In effect a relinquishment to them of
the sums due the State under said act,
is unconstitutional and void.

It will be seen by the express terms
of the act of 1593 all taxes imposed
thereby "shall be due and payable at
the death of the decedent." And also
that such taxes "shall be immediately
due and payable to the Treasurer of
the proper county."

By section 25. article IV,of the con-
stitution Itin declared :> "The Legisla-
ture shall not pass local or special
laws in the following enumerated
cases, that is to say: • • •

Fifteenth:
Refunding money paid into the State
treasury.

• * •
Seventeenth: Re-

leasing or extinguishing. In whole or
in part, the indebtedness, liability or
obligation' of any corporation or per-
son to this State, or to any munici-
pal corporation therein." In answer to
the foregoing- provisions of the consti-
tution it may be claimed that the act
Inquestion is not local or special legis-
lation, and in form it may not be so.
But the framers of the constitution,
and the people who adopted it,did
not hedge about the Legislature with
such restraints In the matter of con-
ferring favors, or making gifts or do-
nations by special and local legisla-
tion, and at the same time leave the
door wide open for similar abuses to
enter under the guise of general legis-
lation. By section 22 of the same
article the Legislature is prohibited
from making any grant or donation of
property to any Institution not under
the exclusive management and control
of the State, except institutions con-
ducted for the care and support of
orphans and half-orphans, and aged
inalgent persons, and In such except) \u25a0!
cases reserving to the. State the right
Of visitation. By section 31 of said
article it Is declared, among other re-
strictions Imposed upon the Legisla-
ture: "Nor shall It have power to
make any gift, or authorize the mak-
ing of any gift, of any public money
or thing of value to any Individual,
municipal or other corporation what-
ever; provided, that nothing In this
section shall prevent the Legislature
granting aid pursuant to section 22 of
this article."
in answer to the contention on the

p*rt of the respondent that by the
amendatory act at 1597 it Is attempted
to give or donate public money or
thing of value, appellant's counsel
snys: "That the State never had pos-
eession of any part of the 'accumula-

r acquiEltiona' of Leland Stan-
ford, deceased;

• • •
an(3 ne (re-

npondent) has not shown how the
State could give away what it never
had." In other words, it is claimed
that one not in the possession of prop-
erty Is not the owner of It. The law
of ISO 3 repeatedly declares that the
portion coming to the State ".shall be
due and payable at the death of the
decedent. And it Is further provided
that from that time until paid over in
the cdurse of administration the sum
no due the State Bhall bear Interest,
and interest shall be paid on the sumso due the State.
It would be absurd to exact Interest

for the detention or use of money orproperty not belonging to the party
who demands It. Itis elementary law
that the right of Inheritance, Includ-
ing the designation of heirs, and theportions which the several heirs shallreceive, as well as the right of testa-mentary disposition, are entirely mat-
ters nf statutory enactment, and with-
in the control of the Legislature. It
is only by virtue of the statute that an
heir Is entitled to receive any of hla
ancestor's estate; and the Legislature
can provide that the whole or only

a portion shall go to the heirs or other
beneficiaries upon the death of tho
ancestor. This being so, and the Leg-
islature In this case having determined
that 05 per cent of the decedent's es-
tate may go to his heirs and benefi-
ciaries, and that r> per cent be retained
to the State, it is too clear for argu-
ment that this 5 per cent vested In tho
State at the same time that the tto per
iin1 vested In the hfiirs or other bene-
ficiaries. "An estate Is vested when
then- is an immediate right of present

nient, or a present fixed right of
future enjoyment." (Fourth Kent's
Com., 2^2.) The State r

here, from the
death of the decedent, had a present
fixed right of future enjoyment to the
f. per cent of his estate. This is prop-
erty or a thing of value belonging to
the' State.

The following from the Civil Code
in merely reciting the common law:
"The ownership of a thing Is the right
of one or more persons to possess and
use it to the exclusion of others. In
this code the thing ofwhlch there may
be ownership Is called property." (Sec.

654.) "There may be ownership of all
inanimate things which are ctpable of
appropriation or of manual delivery,
of all domestic animals, of all obliga-
tions; of such products of labor or
skill, as the. composition of an author,
good will of a business, trademarks
and signs, and of rights created or
granted by statute." (Sec. C55.) It Is,
therefore, not the possession alone,
but the right to possess, that consti-
tutes the ownership; and ownership
may be "of rights created or granted
by "statute," as the case here. It would
be altogether a new definition In the
law to hold that one who had not ob-
tained possession of a thing or had
parted with its possession could not be
the owner of such thing. This would
be contrary to the teachings of ele-
mentary law, which recognizes a right

in action as well as a right in posses-
sion This rule contended for would
make ownership depend altogether
upon strength and agility in obtaining
and holding possession of things.

The purpose of the act of 1897, as ap-
pears by its title, was merely to amend
the act of 1593. Section 1of the latter
act amends section 1of the act of 1893
by re-enacting said section at length,
as required by the constitution. There-
after is added to the act of 1897 the in-
dependent section 2, which attempts to

release the payment of the taxes Im-
posed by the act of 1593, except such as
have already been paid over to the
Treasurer of the proper county.

Passing consideration of the ques-
tion whether this section is not In-
valid because not embraced In the
title of the act, and for the further
reason that It.in effect, amends other
sections of the act of 1893 without re-
enacting them, it would strike the or-
dinary mind as a strange piece of leg-
islation. The one who has been prompt
In complying with the law and paid
into the county treasury what belongs
to the State is punlshe"d for his good,
conduct by retaining the money so
paid, whereas he who has refused to
obey the law is rewarded by giving or
releasing to him that which belongs to
the State and which he unjustly with-
held.

The object of this unjust discrimina-
tion is apparent. To take public funds
from the treasury and give them away
would be a more bald and palpable
violation of the constitution than to
arrest such funds in transit and return
them or give them away. The latter,
however, is only an Indirect mode of
accomplishing the same result; but in
law that which cannot be done directly
may not be done indirectly. The funds
in question here were never In the
possession of the appellants, but in the
possession of the administratrix of the
estate, as an agent under the law to
hand them over to the State as the
owner thereof.
It is said, however, on behalf of ap-

pellants that the Legislature may not
only amend, but repeal the law alto-
gether, in which case there would be
no means of obtaining possession of
the sums due the State not already
turned over. The Legislature might,
perhaps, abolish or repeal all laws for
the collection of debts; this, however,
would not have the effect of paying or
discharging the debts, or in the least
Impair the obligation to pay them.
Property rights and obligations would
remain as before. These, by funda-
mental law, are placed beyond the
reach of legislative interference.

In substance, ifnot in form, to turn
over the fund in question belonging to
the State to the appellants would be
to make a giftor donation of the same,
and the law regards substance rather
than form.

We are therefore of the opinion that

to give retroactive effect to the act of
1897 would conflict with the provisions
of the constitution prohibiting theLegislature from making any gift or
donation of any public money or thing
of value.

The amendatory act of 1890 (Stats.
1899, p. 101), passed after the rehearing
was granted herein, has no application
in this case. By Its terms it applies
only to such property as has passed
since the first amendatory act.

We quite agree with appellants'
counsel that

"
an heir or legatee must

take his estate on such conditions as
at the time the State may have im-
posed," and that subsequent legisla-
tion could not affect such vested right.
And this rule, as already held ap-
plies equally to the State, whose right
to the fund in question accrued under
the act of 1593.

Order affirmed.
VAX DYKE, J.

We concur:
TEMPLE, J.
HENSHAW, J.,
GAROUTTE J
BEATTY, C. J.

'

Idissent, for the reasons stated In
my opinion reported in 54 Pac. Rep.
259. HARRISON, J.

This Week's Wasp.
This -week's Wasp is an especially

brilliant number. The cartoon upon the
Dreyfus verdict, illustrating the nausea
which it has caused in Europe and
America, is particularly striking and
appropriate. Senator Mulrooney's let-
ter concerning the political situation in
Sar. Francisco would upset the gravity
of a Sphinx. The half-tone portraits of
the First South Dakota officers and the
Illustrations of the scenes attendant
upon the return of the Minnesota and
Dakota volunteers excel in beauty and
artistic finish anything of the kind pub-
lished In San Francisco. Cynical, sati-
rical and humorous tales, storiettes
and poems; biting and analytical mu-
sical and dramatic criticisms, and ex-
haustive comment upon the doings of
the business world, complete an issue
that certainly sustains the reputation
of the Wasp as being the leading
weekly of the Pacific Coast.

TIME COULD NOT QUENCH
THE LOVE OF THEIR YOUTH

A TALE of love, marriage, separation
and finally Cupid's triumph after
a struggle lasting for twenty-seven
years, lies concealed behind the

simple announcement of the engagment of
Mrs. Minnie It. Mills, the pinnist. of 310
S< 1: street and Chauncey S. Watson. The
wedding will take place this month on the

\u25a0 day that marks the twenty-seventh annl-
\u25a0 versary of the couple's first marriage.
:The same ring with which they plighted

their troth while love reigned supreme.
j and before the little god's spell was
, broken by Unhappy and unfortunate cir-
;cumstances, will do service again, and the
Ibride will wear the same wedding gown

that she has carefully cherished during
all the long years of separation.

Mrs. Mills and Mr. Watson were mar-
ried In September, IS7I. They were too
yi '.lnrr to appreciate life's responsibilities,
neither having passed 20, and although
endowed with wealth and all else that
should bring happiness, in three and a

1 half years their dream of love was o'er.
Iand the courts severed the nuptial ties
I that the young e.*;:ple thought were irk-

Borne. Mis. Watson, with her two chil-
dren, returned to her parents, and the
husband drifted to other sections of the

Icountry.

They passed completely out of each
!other's lives, and for years the old love

spark burned so feebly that neither ap-
,predated th;>.t it existed. Mrs. Watson
married again and became Mrs. Mills,j
Mr. Watson also found a new love, took j
unto himself a second wife and reared a
family of four children.

Ten years ago, after almost forgetting

each other's existence, the couple met by

chance at Haywards, where Mr. and Mrs.
Mills and children were stopping. Years
had brought about many changes in the
personal appearance of the couple, and
neither recognized the other. At the din-
ner table they were introduced by parties
who little suspected their former rela-
tions, and who were astounded when -Mr.

!Watson abruptly left the room. He con-
J trlved, however, to meet his children, and
!to them he disclosed his identity. He ere-
!ated a deep impression upon them, one of

Ithe results of which was the complete re-
conciliation of the couple, the crowning
act of which will be their wedding this
month.

Sickness forced Mr. Mills to go to Flor-
| Ida. The separation from the former wife
• of Mr. Watson was made complete by a

divorce. The hand of death claimed the
j second Mrs. Watson. While both were
I thus freed from marriage ties fate kept

I them apart until aboVit a year and a half
j ago. At that time Mr. Watson was pre-
• paring to leave the State, never to return.
By chance he met his son, and learning

| that his first wife was free pleaded for an
\ Interview. The boy had no difficulty in
Iarranging the reunion. The couple that
j had been separated for close on to a quar-
ter of a century found that the first love
\ had outlived all the assaults that a cruel

fate had made upon it. The smoldering

!spark fanned itself into life and glowed
1 with greater fervor than it had when the
j love of the couple was young.

The wedding will be attended only by
the members of the Watson and Mills
families, and among these willbe the six
grandchildren of the contracting parties.

BRAVES OF THE
IROQUOISIN A

SULLEN MOOD
Resent Such Flings as

"Old Squaw."

WANT WESLEY REED'S SCALP

THE TOMAHAWK IS NO MATCH
FOR McNAB'S TONGUE.

The Republican Dark Horse for
Mayor May Be Trotted Out at

This Morning's
Session.

The Iroquois braves are in a sullen
mood. They have a grievance against
Gavin McNab, holding that he is respon-
sible for the many lllngs against them.
It is indeed humiliating to an Iroquois
warrior to be called an "old squaw." The
braves assert that McNab, the big medi-
cine man of the rival tribe, whose lodge

is pitched in the Mills building, is bent
on provoking a spirit of hostility in the
Democratic convention toward members
of the Iroquois Club.

The Iroquois braves are for peace and
patronage, although they do not admit
that the organization to which they be~
long is a peace club, or a spoils hunting
aggregation of warriors. The braves in
many a hard-fought battle have carried
the Democratic banner to victory. Suc-
cess has ftot always attended their forays.
The Iroquois of old Knew defeat on the
banks of the St. Lawrence, but they kept
on fighting until the tribes were deci-
maU'd and scattered. The modern Demo-
cratic Iroquois have suffered political re-
verses in their pursuit of patronage and
plunder, but the disasters have not damp-
ened their ardor.

The present trouble on the Iroquois

mind— the grief that weighs heavilyon the
Iroquois heart— springs from the aspira-
tion of Wesley Reed to be the nominee of
the Democratic convention for District
Attorney. To the council of the Iroquois
Reed is neither a stranger nor a welcome
visitor. In the lodge of Gavin McNab
there is a ready pipe of friendship for
Reed. McNab is so earnest and enthusi-
astic in his aamiration for Reed that he
resents the slights of the Iroquois. His
attitude seems to say: "If you are hos-
tile to Reed you are hostile to me,"

Among the Iroquois are many friends of
the chieftain in the Mills building, and
they do not desire that their aversion to

Reed shall be construed as a menace to
McNab. They refer to the record to show
that Reed was opposed a year ago by
such Iroquois braves and champions of

McNat) as Max Popper, T. J. Walsh and
E. P. E. Troy. Many other personal
friends of McNab are also opposing Heed.

The Call is not for Reed or against him.
and only mentions the controversy be-

cause the Iroquois are threatening to
tomahawk McNab If,he does not stop

calling them "old squaws" and "pie hunt-
ers" as punishment for their opposition
to Mr. Reed's ambition. As a neutral
observer of the right The Call is surely

not transcending the privileges of a non-
combatant by observing the weapons
used This observation leads to the judg-
ment that the McNab tongue is a more
effective weapon in a close tight luan

the Iroquois tomahawk. The Scotch edge

Iof the McNab weapon inflicts a laceration
j that only time and political pie can heal.

There is trouble in the inner circle of
the Citizens

1 Republican League over the

announcement in yesterday's Call that
the Saturday forenoon conference of the

executive committee and party leaders
would take place at headquarters in the
Grand Hotel. The Call stated that the
conference would take place at 9 a. m.,
to suit the convenience of Henry T. Scott
and others, but did not assert that Henry

IT Scott's office had been designated as
!the meeting" place. According to authentic

and verilied intelligence received yester-
day the members of the executive com-
mittee will assemble this morning at 9

o'clock at Henry T. Scott's office. The
office of the Union Iron Works happens
to be there, but the "works" are not in

politics and will have nothing to do with

the executive conference.
Delegates to the Republican Convention

surmise that the long concealed dark

horse" candidate, for Mayor *11 be
trotted out for parade and review at the
early conference this morning.

BATTLESHIP WISCONSIN NEARLY
READY FOR HER BUILDERS' TEST

rpHE battleship Wisconsin willbe ready for her builder's trial trip In two weeks. On Monday her engines will be A
Iturned over for the first time and then as soon as her steering gear is ready she will make a run on the bay. 4

B IShould the Government permit the use of weights Instead of her turrets she will be ready for her official test in 85
,\u2666 -*•

the Santa Barbara channel the first week in October. \u2666
\u2666 Had it not been for the delay in supplying the armor the Wisconsin would have been ready to go into comrriis- *P

Blon last July. The Union Iron Works had its part of the ship ready with the exception of the steering gear and that
4 could not be put In because the conning tower had not arrived from the Eas£ All the gear for steering tho +
it fighting machine goes through the tower and until it arrived all work on the Wisconsin had to cease. The conning S3

\u2666 tower arrived a couple of days ago and Is now being put in place. By Monday the work will be far enough ad- \u2666
vanced to allow of the engines being turned uver and about October 1the battleship will be seen in the bay for the 28

& first tlnie under her own steam. \u2666
V No one seems to know just when iier turrets will got here. But weights sufficient to represent them could be 8?
c§ placed fore and "aft and the vessel In that way brought to load water line called for by the contract. The lowa was so gt
a loaded down when she had her trial in the Santa Barbara channel and if the Union Iron Works makes the request ±
5» there is no doubt that the Government will allow the Wisconsin to be tested under similar conditions. . g»

\u2666 The battleship Wisconsin was launched on November 26, IS9B. Her dimensions are 3GB feet, breadth 72 feet 2^ \u2666& inches, draft 23 feet 6 Inches and displacement 11.500 tons. Her battery will consist of four 13-Inch rifled guns, four- So
\u2666 teen 6-inch rapid-fire guns, sixteen 6-pounder rapid-fire guns and one machine gun. Besides making allowance for her £-? turrets she would have to carry a sufficient weight to represent all these guns, so there will be considerable pigiron on
gj her decks in case the Government gives permission for her trial trip.

Engines to Be Turned Over Monday and in Two Weeks She WillBe Tried.

WAR DECLARED.

Democrats Resolved to Knife

AllAspirants lorLocalOffices

Who Opposed Bryan.

National party. lines are to be drawn

in the contest for municipal power La*t

night the Democrats took the initiative
through the formidable party organiza-

tion known as the Iroquois Club

SIShundred braves assembled at tne wit,

warn in Pvthlan- Castle and resolved with

a wlrwhoop to fight to the death every

aspirant to? office who did not support

Hr\"i.n for President in lb'Jb.
The proclamation declaring war on the

Gold Democrats created prolonged and
earnest discussion. The resolution was ,
prepared by a committee consisting of ,
MaFor Lewis, Max Popper, J. H. Dignan

and Fred A. Baldwin. Itwas Introduced
by Major Miles and adopted without
amendment. Here is the declaration:

Whpreas— supporters of the Chicago plat-
fora? Md of the Democratic Presidential ticket

of 1596 in many instances made sacrifice of

cront for principle, and those who abandoned
the party at that time and opposed Its Presi-

dential ticket sacrificed principle for profit.
Therefore, be It

the nomination by the Demo-Resolved— That the nomination by the Demo-
cratic municipal convention of San Francisco
of any one who did not remain loyal to the
party and its Presidential ticket at that crucial
period of history will tend to the destruction
of party organization and endanger the future
success of the party, locally and generally.

The Iroquois braves have a following of
seventy members in the Democratic local
convention. Itis believed that the braves
will stand by the declaration of the coun-
cil and tomahawk every office-seeker that
deserted the Democratic party in, 1896.
The cry was raised last night that Bryan
would have been elected President had
it not been for the treachery of Gold
Democrats.

After the council of war last night the
aggressive Iro<iuois asserted that Gavin
McNab's friend. Wesley Reed, would be
their first victim. Word went out that L.
F. Bylngton had openly proclaimed him-
self as a candidate for District Attorney.
It was predicted that Gavin McNab would
be compelled to loosen the reins on the
Democratic convention.

Mayor Phelan's friends are alarmed at
the attitude of the Iroquois. The Mayor
hoped to keep the national issues out of
the local light and thereby lure a few
thousand Republicans into the Democrat-
ic camp. The Democrats having decided
to open the national campaign in the local
election, the Republicans will accept the
challenge.

The Adventures
Of the Sultan of Sulu and his harem are
laughably told in to-day's News Letter;
the desperate experiences of Mr. Arnold
in subterranean Manila are recounted; the
story of a "Woman's Way" and what
came of it;doings nf prominent men about
town and jokes on them; editorials on the
new charter, the unexpended surplus, so-
ciety gossip, poetry, book reviews, etc.
Ten cents ot all newsdealers. \u2666

TRUEWORTHY CONVICTED.

Must Pay the Penalty for Murdering
John Landsman.

George P. Trueworthy, who, on June 11
last, stabbed and killed John Landsman
during a quarrel at Lacuna and Union
streets, was convicted of murder in th»>
second degree by a jury in Judge Cook's
court yesterday afternoon. When the ver-
dict was rendered the convict's mother
broke down and a sad scene was enacted
in court. The prisoner remained stoic*!

throug-hout. but it was some time beforethe broken-hearted mother could be com-
forted and taken to her home. Truewor-thy will be sentenced a week from today.

JAP STATUE'S last days at Art Saloon.
Going East, then to Paris.

•
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

cNCQftfORATeo W^Sr \u25a0\u25a0 «Sb7\u25a0HP

Our Saturday's Specials!
BEST Bf£,™ BUTTER 45c

Last Saturday sale on this
Creamery Butter made us many
friends. Regular 55c square.

MILD CAL, CHEESE 15c
REGULAR 20c POUND.

SWEET SUGAR CORN, 3 cans.. 25c
New arrival—the best New York
State corn. Regular 15c can.

PETALUMA RANCH EGG5.... 25c
Every Egg guaranteed. Regular 30c doz.

EASTERN Sugar-cured HAMS.. I3ic
The very best. Regular 15c lb.

FRENCH BALLBLUING, 4 boxes 25c
Genuine imported. Regular 10c

SINGAPORE PINEAPPLE 20c
New arrival; 3>^-!b can.
Regular 25c, In heavy syrup.

NEW CEREAL COFFEE, 4 pkgs 25c'
Introduction sale; 1-lb pkg. Regular 10c.

Country orders filled at short notice and
shipped free of charge 100 mllea. Send for Sep-
tember catalogue.

1348-1354 Market Street.
Opp. 7th. 'Phone S. 292. No Branch Stores.

IDon't Purchase a
iReady-Made Suit

Which is made and finished by ma-
chinery with hundreds
of others the same
style and pattern. jgr> :

: Have some individ- d@3j7' 2• uality about your at- g|fj :i tire. Vp.\• Our ALL-WOOL *&£&**J<*«?^
'

:BUSINESS SUITS for Wf^i7/r^ I
i /«.5O fWII!
:are equal to any $25 r4if IfiS
:are equal to

'any *2a V-\ II|
\u25a0 suit made by other <^. II mI 3
j Allwool Pants, $4.50 »I 4 J |

jJ _, The Tailor,
* /*\u25a0

{ 201-208 Montgomery IH :
; St.. San Francisco. I \u25a0 ,lii:

1: 1110-1112 Market I\i,,|w' ;
! St., San Francisco. LulliW 3
:1011 Washington St., \u25a0 , 14 18 f i
: Oakland. • \u25a0 -!^/*'MI%( •
• 143 South Spring St.. ;
::• \u25a0 \u25a0Los Angeles. •

\u25a0

Everybody Wants

Good Tea
Try

Great AmericanImportina; Tea Co.
Big Presents Free,

STORES EVERYWHERE.
100 STOKES.

935, 937, 939, 941, 943, 945, 947
Market Street.

Hales.

cresco corsets
a corset designed for stout people;

separated at the waist line in a new;
way, that absolutely prevents break-
ing; elastic lacing over the hips;
long- short and medium lengths.

18 to 30 inches.. Sl.OO each
31 to 36' inches.. sl.iSs each

a woman of culture, taste
and refinement, just from new fallsuits
Npvv York" <;nid VP<;tPr-! ladies' pattern suits, made fromnew iorK, bdiu yebier imported black and brown broad.
Hay*

'
cloths* silk-lined throughout; new

3
'

\ habit back, with flare effect; fly
"Iam surprised at your display of jfront jackets, either inlaid velvet or

millinery*. 1 wou d not expect to white satin collars; applique, em-
find such styles outsiJe N-w York.

'
broidered and braided trimmings

Your prices equally surprise me ;| \u25a0\u25a0

mcdVv

-
brown "and" gray home-you must be working tor reputa- spun sults double-breasted, tight-

tion ! fitting jackets; silk-lined; coat_
i sleeves; skirt with scalloped tunic

SO We are I effect; well made and lined. sl6.so
working for the rfputa'ion of Hale's np •_ _i__j._ r. A flircgood pooJs; our millinery is a neW jackets and lUrS
reputation-builder. elegant new fall styles in ladies'. , , Iand misses' kersey and covert cloth

WaiStS and Wrappers jackets, in tan, brown, black and

they are summer goods that must Ze fail*
'Vurs-scfrf a

'?°clll£Ziu£.get out of the way of fall good goods, stoles and capes
_

ln a 'complete as:
but must be sold sortment of styles and prices—

for
a
$l

O
00

e slSr
and Sfcu^ Xt «* scarfs from $2.00 to $25.00 each

the lot out quickly to 50c each fur collarettes from$5.00 to $50.00 each
18 dozen percale waists, that sold tur caP cs tr«"i »00 to $60.00 each

for $1.75, $2.00, $2.50 and $3.00. cut to ,, .
close the lot out quickly to gOOCt IlOSiery

75c each mA
,

\u0084,

"if,'"dozen heavy percale wrappers, h];OrOlrd,°??" «;hlldren
'
8 seamless fast

finely trimmed; wide, full skirts:
'™ ott

f
on h.ose :narrow ribbed and

fitted linings; were sold for $2.50; jJJJ c^c= d
t

c'u'^.kn^s. heels and
cut to close the lot out quickly^ value Bl.eß 6 to 9MsJ an e tional

«t.4S each , ,at V"; lOc Pair"

12 'dozen' fine percale wrappers, fullL^J*^"harTtw^ stocking,
winth skirts fitted linings; were txua nea >y nara tw isted maco yarn,

Kd,fi£« $ -: Jg* -d toes^es j£
i !_„« hisses' fine ribbed hose, of mediumgloves galore % weight; deep, glossy, 'blltk ffi
2060 pairs of dollar and a half n

h
p
rJ;ad; U

"
s
n
e'? m

f

less; eXtra double
gloves on the center counter to-day Jlfif' B°^ and toe s}™s 6

A
to 9.

and until sold; good assortment of ,'*,£*)a

t::-V;;;:^^!.I
*dozen

fii?p<3 and colors- they are lines we . laclie
-
s extra heavy black cotton

SS"JS unt
"

gone aSKt?S S^t;
jou have >our choice ior .^.^.pair spliced soles, toes and heels; built to
••lot'i-30'0pairs'2"ci a spEskay kid S'f0:0*Zlit^xLirT*'Vi^i
gloves; 4 rows heavy silk stitched

*ltUU' box of six airs »1.00
backs; quirked fingers; pique seams. + ...

«.—xi-,i^«
lot 2—360 pairs 2-clasp pique lamb- LOlieIarilClcS ,

skin walking gloves, with spear and ™
car^ a '"« «"e of HudnufsDri

,,
n njnt oml-irniriprpri hfll-k «?izf"? c carr y a lUII line Or nUflnUt S

Paris point r? an brown gn twentleth century perfumes and
black and whu'e.

""'
toiiet Preparations, sweet odors andb

w 1400 nairs 4 button Hte delightful extracts.
Tnnvin 7PnuLeFrench kid gloves Lambert's listerine ....05c a bottle
one of the bit%to?«sn?h d market',! English violet toilet soap, 3 cake, in

riSTiS 5^ti^^odtichan^s-skin^VsV quaHty;^!^
red, brown white, pearl

hair
°

brush.'
'

solid -ebony' back aflszes 5%, 5%. 6. <k. r% and ?%, in
wnlte brlstlea 60c

black.

In- H * B


