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taust :be expressed la generalities
'
and

be confined to externalities open to the
world. For. many years

-
our naval and

military authorities displayed too much
liberality;in revealing our: systems -of
offense

'
and. defense, but;now; happily,

these are guarded with:a
'jealousy and '

hedged about with.restrictions that are
altogether, admirable and wise.
: \u25a0: Record target Ipractice |Is. it|may :be
said-: in general 'terms, conducted with
the y ship steaming at a ipresoribed
speed 'over a,measured • range.' the lim-
it*'•of

"
which ,are Indicated -by buoys,

near onei of -whloh-a isoreen: target

mounted :on)a raft is moored. The of-
floers ?.- commanding .our \u25a0 fleet*

-and
squadrons ;are 'r each :year ordered to
carry." out;a record target practice and
an ? autumn igreat,gun practloe. Spe-
dal facilities are afforded ;each event
for continuous gunnery work, and the
plans to be followed bjr the assembled

Tlraal effort must. be merged in
teaxs work and each unit of
•very gun's orew must ,be able irWx
almost mathematical' preelslon to per-

\u25a0'
form ;his exact share of,the labor lm-
posed. * The efficiency . thus attained

'
Is,

'however,"not confined to a" few/,a* ev-
ery ship has reserves of men, each. one
fitted to take :up, any one of the
specialised duties.' ~Th* work' Is, .of

.course, unremitting and Is from the
;first --' pursued not only acordlng to *'
prearranged

"
program, but -•as a sup*

plemeht to erpact ed Ibut not ;defined'
opportunities .when . the

*

demands ;of
"other duties;. will not \u25a0 lnterfare. *

All this earnest and Intelligent ;ea--
deavor

'
is based on• the neoessltles Ira-

:posed by preparation for war-^-thatt Is.
. so .far as :the

*
battery and its service

are concerned. The inspiring theory: is,
Bxst, that gun crews should be trained
io they can hit, through team work, a
target accurately and rapidly, and.
second, that the .training of,the ship.

Its handling and its disposition will
complement the _accuracy :and

'rapidity*
of gun fire. As a.rule thess practice*
are by the enlisted force
with such an appeal to the ambition j
and rivalries of the individual'that in a
\u25a0hort time each unit is fairly certain
to share; tha enthusiasm and to emu-
late the keenness of his officers. Indeed,
this rivalry exists not only between
Hmta; squadrons iand

'
single ships, but

.'among the various crews, of the sama
•hip. though, in the latter case, this is
usually subordinated to. the sentiment

-that his ship—not his. last ship, after
the old fashioned and approved sea
growls, but the ship on board of which

.he is serving
—

may be set down Inth»
list as No. 1, as the champions of the
champions. *
.The final result of this co-ordination

I of ioience and art, of theory and prao-
tice. with the personal element. ls dis-
covered In an;enormously Increased• effiolenoy In gunnery practice. Th»
training, skill and rivalry secured, the

,< ship goes ta the firing range with a
i determination to do its very best. When

the vessel reaches the range, surely
i straightened out for its run. a red Sax
i is mastheaded and a \u25a0 single blast is
; sounded by the

'
steam whistle. This

• Indicates .the firing should com-
, mence, and. as at the speed assigned a
; very short' time interval is allowed for• the run. it is Important to begin at ono*

I and fire with rapidity consistent with
» "getting on" the target. The only hits
t that

'
countiare those .which in dlreot

\u25a0 flight, not *by >lchochet nor indlrec-
t tlon. hit the target; and the value as-
i signed each of these la dependent upon
I the :particular *one struck. Hit*, not

holes, count. The 'size of th» mark
. .varies somewhat according to caliber

and practice, bet \u25a0 if
'
published . reports

may be credited the target .aereens, for
great guns

'
are about 32 feet in length

and 17 feet In width, and ;distant
from the range somewhere* near 1.300

,feet. '\u25a0
\u25a0,If possible

'
all Ithe :guns in a

turret are ,fired on
'
the \u25a0 same :run. In

order that a"true turret value may be
established. ,\*3B&ttßtfßggl

The shots from each gun are *a-
curately determined. A :repair boat.
stationed : in the nelghborhod '

of th»
buoy and well clear of the range, goes
to the target *at a special signal and
counts . the

- "
hits . mads— not the'

holes 'as ;indicated .above
—

and
.effects _the Immediately necessary

nrepairs. There Is. a target ur-

Commander J. D.Jerrold
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nA«U>ALEN*A
BAY . indents the

peninsula, of I*o\ver -California,

between the twenty-fourth and
twenty-sixth O-.-Rrecs of north

latitude, In a wide ami regular curve.

fts "»raters spread well -Into'the. heart

of the lowlands and stretch through
(loir lagoons and by slussisli quebra-

flas for ratty lonely miles to the north-
vvjrd. southward and eastward. The
bay furnishes fine •anrhorage?, indeed
tli•best of any in all the 3.000 and odd
miles* run. between Panama and San

Tra&cisco. At all seasons it offers a
safe haven --^or vessel^ of every clas*,

ang' many squadrons, whether seeking

a place of rest and recruitment after
lcig »c*. voyages or a rendezvous of
approved strategic value, may be har-

bored within Its easily defended en-:
tresses.

Tb« back country fs.sparsely settled
•o4- prohibitive In appearance, because
ef a sterility attributable to & lack of
rain and of. artificial Irrigation. Re-
mote ranch—, separated by long areas
ot deaolate plains; a few camps in the
neighborhood of the miner. quaint

haefsaflaa. distant stations .where the
OTflhtTTa

'
a <Iye moss

—
is gathered, and

la almost Inaccessible valleys a church
sj&&a monastery built by the Francis-
cans—these are tht characteristic de-
velopments of the eouatrr. Many years
bridge the period of the monks with
aur own 6*71, bat the natives still live
mere by the cplrltand traditions of the
ml—lons, and with a simplicity that Is
aat .without Its charm, than -by the
laws ex ecStr the festering- care of
Chair own gcrerament.

Xtoen the Immediate shores of Mag-

dalen a bay hare Iltt2« to attract toe
rtrsxrer except a landing place for the
httnter bound for the shooting1 on the
great plains to the eastward, or for the
pTOcpector]wanderins toward the foot-
hills of t>e Sierras which skirt the .
gTili tide of the peninsula almost to
the sandy cape of St. JLucas. The usual
and most convenient anchorage is in and

about Man-o'-war cove, on the west-

ward side, north of the entrance.
Facing this is the group of buildings

owned by the concision company. "and
occupied in normal seasons by a popu-
lation that numbers less than SO.

-
For

the. great cities of Cortez and Pizarro.
promised nearly 40 years ago in the
most noted of the American coloniza-
tion schemes, exist only as airy fabrics^
of dead and gone imaginations. ,''\u25a0'&••
• The climate of the region is mild-and-
equable, blessed as Its sea frontier is by,

the moderate breezes and temperate in^
fiuences of the California current and
the drift of the Mexican monsoon. Two
arecs are almost rainless, duo to the
intrrfcreiice of the coast rang-e of the
Sttr.ras with the southeasterly winds,
but to the northward, where irrigation

has been introduced and rain falls, the
changes in the country are fully as
marvelous as those effected in the lower
California situated -within our own
boundaries. Near ttic Ensenada of

To<3os Santos, close to the frontier,
there rs a fruitful region owned and
settled \ mainly by Englishmen—even
farther south the de\-elopmcnt is creep-

ing and so some day the. whole penin-

sula may become a productive and.
prosperous territory, invitingcolonizers
of thrift, intelligence and energy.

Ifis. of course, unnecessary* to say

thai the posibilities of these southern
an<J middle regions of Ix>wer California
early, attracted the speculative— or was

It the Eeneflcent?— attention of pro-

motere, although In the days of th»
civil war these were /known less
•uphetnletically. Finally, a reputabls

and ftaanclally sound company, whose
Intentions were better \u25a0 then, their
knowledge of the country, took up' the
exploitation and" colonisation. ;.But even
this, the moit con»ervatlve of
*arfl,er years, proclaimed the
lena bay region as a lotos land. "Nota
p!ace," Itcomplacently and naively\de-
f.ared. "where a man; could grow rich
v;t':out work, but one where^he could
'.;».. more comfortably \u25a0with. less labor,

pi
-

luce more repaying
*

crops from a
gi-. _-n number of acres and enjoy,more
es^e and luxury for less money^than'ln
any other part of the world." Its agents
pointed out that the heat was never
excessive nor the cold severer than in
the Octobers of the Atlantic states, and
that this «quafcle temperature, the"ab-
sence of fog

—nothing was said about
tn« rainfall—the steadfast breeze blow-
Ing from sea to gulf and the possible
open air life throughout the year made
"the country the healthiest on the con-
tinent, i/ocal disease?," they added,

"were unknown." Now, there Is—ln the
phreae of Sir. Bqueers— richness for
you. And yet a large measure of the
ifiyllin'honest prose and many' off the
ellurenients exist-

The most serious and ,systematic of
these earlier projects was the one con-
ceived and engineered by a syndicate

known as the Lower California com-
pany. The list of its officers, directors,
««ensel and stock holders reads like an

extract fTom the Golden Book of

praa.cn or ,tn« Heaviest cyclona known
to': the, Coast for 40.-years forced the
Ossipee to sea. .For nearly three days

the flagship buffeted this hurricane, de-
scribed locally, as the "cordonazo de St.:
Francis.. d'Assls"— a long name '-. that,
but,meaning, '•by and ilarge,.the • snap-
ping of the -whiplof= St. \u25a0. Francis— *nd:
then came out of it somewhat bruised,
but, as learned afterward,' the only sur-
viving large .vessel of.four thatihad

"

been exposed \u25a0 to> Its fury.'

Upon the' return: of the Osslpee* to \u25a0

Magdalena- bsy;It was found that :the •

first, shipment" of '<colonizers was ex-
plfcted, not from California, but from
New York:by way of the ;\u25a0isthmus Jof ;
Panama. The prospecting, and prepara-

tion of the* land .were gone forward
with; somewhat languidly It must be
confessed, for it was soon apparent"

that the only "prospect for;any. proflt-

able \u25a0 labor was In the collection^ of the
'

orchllla.
[1liithe meantime: the Lower.

" _
nian, a

tt
four.page patent inside 'Journal,

wsjtwithr characteristic; intrepidity is-*
sued. The" first

'number :,appeared on
October :12, 1870/ and; the second^ on No-
vember •':id/ .Whether r any pother, cdl-'
tlons saw the L

light • |s:unknown,' :fgr
even at this early '-.date jthe7enthusiasm
and. faithfof'« the projectors fof the en-

terprlie began \ to" wayerCl Both.editions
were, especially In; the patent inside
fispect,"sorsimilar :thatthe".noveltUs''of
this dead -and' forgotten :„'Journal of

advertisers no doubt exists".-' J"or exam-
pie,; Ellas Ik Adams/: who }proudly •'an-;
nounoed :that; he ?. was :an.artesian Cwell'
borer—ln>a;:land ;;where',, the -. artesian |
borers ;bore'ino;iriore-^-waß^ the mate \of;.
the schooner.* s Succeeding':' him -came
other imembers «of?:the tcrew,vlmost ?of :*,
whose advertisements used: the trade
totems -,and :f:

f
symbols that \years sinee V

graced • the;pages' "even of \the "largest L
dailies.

1;, Joel -; Byrnes, horse
-
shoer

'
and :

blacksmith :by ,occupation, figured:in
~

large type as "Blacksmith .Magdalena,"
with anianvil: for crest. ,!George

Mason, foc's'le \u25a0hand/was i.''Hortlcultur-;
Ist,

-
Magdalena," and George Bobbins, ;

Indicated {-.by?a'^ carpenter's ,plane,": ana ;
\u25a0William v.;Sadler, Hpurveyor.,'; of';"Qreeu \
Turtles,*,','ornamented iwlthjtwo

*

sprawl-^
ing sliders,^ were -both*goodl aliiaround*
sallormen. I/Ah;Samr exploited jby•a'dully
looking ;'flsh,- was ithe5lChlneselcooki of^
the texpedition; .: and \he 'iflouredtat %thc •

footVof|the }last foolumxifonIthtifourth:;
page^a« ?\u25a0 «elllngii;'oysters? and^ always;
keeping ionshand;flshioffall|klafl».^lti.
maybe asked ifAh.Sam's {oyster* iWere'
those v that ;":at :-.one-timeigrew^on \ the \
plant*s andItree* JIn? thellagoons SVanrt j
mangrove !swamps,' ias] set \ down" by the >.
poets ofithe prospectus.lft-k i"-;

::; \u25a0 .. -
;

Despite L'yi«»|.workJjand %its 2original
.backing \u25a0 the |enterprise languished,! and
iat last the orchllla 'gatherer* !from*Newi
YorkTprotested IsoIvalorouslyi that\ they •},

> were]sent^to !Sanl Francisco^ Good \in- ?

tentionß jhad ;informed
• the!project,s|and ?

.aIdeal 1ofPerier«y| hadp been? expended, 5;
butfgraduallyithe % various %surveying ;

fparties fc were wiihdrawn.ftS'What Xthe
Ifuture /fortunes Iof|the? company^ were"
r.Islunknown.ibut ithe]patent* must \hay©
.been \withdrawn.3\The tpiteht| lapsed.^ or".
?other Jcohceaaionalresf entered %without
Iauthority.Tandtai lter^varfous [changes; in.!
names* and'? dlrectors,¥are|tryl|jg. <^lngf,

Imdre'or-lessl indolent '.way/ to;reclaim ;

shore coaling, station, but that-. the pro-
ject did not appeal to•]nation viewing
with"?natural -.distrust $ anythiag that
might appear to its people, and to other
states as a first step toward the aliena-
itioniofinatlonallUrrttory.^lts'hMsbeen
:hoped,T«o :Vie]reoort* jo^that ;the:prlyi;
:legel? accorded ItorSiso $many^ years

*to
:maintain ria7- shore|coaling sistation ;|In
i\u25a0plchllloque;Tonl the ftgulf |ooast,^mlghl

The'
reasons ;for this

'
den ial. aa fmeasured Iby•

Mexico, are undoubtedly, sound .In M«xl-
;canieyea/^What jmight» happen jshould
|an emergency; arise!and a serious Btra-
tegical :qu«sUOtt;be i»yolvec| cannot non

|be|considered;flThls fcountry,8!hbwever,
-has all faith in.the indisputable,friend-
ship.. sood/wlll'*and: amity;of our. great

;helghborHo'thel south and 18-Bureofltt

at-aldlsadvan-;-
tajre-.]because;of janjritrick oridevice ;of

\'irivalingse*
1powers. ,=*,>r:.;-. :.---:*.—:".-:.; *••'\u25a0:\u25a0

•\u25a0' 'Theiarrival?of4theiAtlantic? fleets in-
fMa»dalen»^! bayIshould^ thanJca ltd%the]
i«opportunities!offered |bylMexico \and \ to:
•"*|theTexcellent vcondltioh »of our personnel ;
>

k,and? materleifevenlafterl the ? longiandi
iZeventfuUvoyaged enablej the]record itar-;
iFaretlpractice 1ofithe toibe]engaged j
> Inunder] the jmost \ favorable conditions.'
E*KThelguxmery;fperformances idf%our,. ships|are :so creditable

*
and. our \u25a0 yearly

ISimproyemeat \ls !\u25a0©] marked Sthat!»]large;
•"l!nteres![haslbeenterou«edSlnJtheimeth^
rtdiflo3the?i tteorlet ?and ?praotloe«|? em-;

the essential jparti of,the«e
3xomtMfor5 the|beatIreasbn«/| remain „a1a

1

t )sealed book|tol«ll|eaye Xh*
'
initiated,

ifa.nd Ivay[atterapti*'description :of them

ships are carefully, formulated so that
f thezprevailing .conditions %yrWlbo as'
similar i*as possible forallthe competing
ships. V^Previous |toIthis *jtest ;great ? at-
tentionVhas-been "ipaid £to|the ;primary
|and. prelim!nary training of[the crews,
Iand J&Jselectlve 1process {hasIbeenlutlK
lizedIized to secure for the

*
gun :station's the

Imen app aren tly best fitted -;by temper a-*
rheht, gpromise and achievement forstheT spec talized duties )imposed.*

''
:;.\

The :tralnln g:.for this test as prepara-
IrationS for^battles from3the ibeginning
been systematic,' persistent and practical

f»nd|the1keynotes ihave,been a4thorqughr*
§ness feand £"persistency."^? NoI? advance
Uas been'raade "until the lessons have
been thoroughly 1taught, and t then the
Ipupil proceeds by progressl vely higher
ir«auir'»menti \to ":tht \u25a0; goal;wbere ln4l-

'
pire, one 'of •fourjor "nior* ixrepses .as-
signed to;the

'*
general.scheme :of prao-'

\u25a0

\u25a0 tice, and his
'
duties \ are -most

'
impor-

tant, as the final result Is to a degre*
based on his , Judgments. The other
\u25a0umpires," spotters." .* etc.. have , duties
which '\u25a0\u25a0 are ;\u25a0= trade secrets *and ,at

"
the•point whence 'all;the roads diverge the

personnel Tor the flra.control .directs
1the '\u25a0 practice. :The final result is,com-

\u25a0 piledlat "Washington and then cornea \u25a0

:.the \u25a0 gr eata t day;;of,; expectancy lwhen \the
vnavy^ department announces the .trophy
'.\u25a0winners,! the 1 final*merit *and compara-"
tlve rvstanding 'of:•"\u25a0\u25a0 fleets.*

-
squadrons!

ships.'; gun fdivisions, snd
-
the best ]Indi-

vidual shots. :,The ;gorerxunent provides
• tonrsitrophies ifor,-excellence :In? gun-
'". nery-r-ose ;' each • for \u25a0: battleships, ,oruls-
r 'en,;gunboats and \t*»p«d»' craft.'\u25a0:When
. aUrophyj lsidelivered; on;board ifc^shlp"
.'for.transfcrredfto arnew, winner It1« re-
: cetved withjappropriate and .dlraified
:.ceremonies 4y 4 the ivhole'cre^r .'at \u25a0mm-"
i',ter.land!is en throned as honorable ;evl-•"•dence ;of \good ;work *well;done. ,Then,

T-- too,"money, rewards. are distributed ac-"
\u25a0cording to gun rank or,rating among
rUhe 'successful '.crews.l'and.t whileIthese
•/areiprized,ithey are

'
in the

*
estimation• "

of the -ship's company, much Inferior-
to!the •honor. the. kudos o^fIthe'^vlctory.• :Besides -record jtarget-practice :there

rIare ;otht r.jtest^."' such jasirolling.1-*night
I."firings.:,and at -the Jsummit^of ;the:en-
\u25a0^deayorlbattlev practice, •whera^most of
titheIconditions; stated above fare <vTarled
i Sthe1ship 1handled *as|lf flt
>;were inbattle and, nfce officers are mora
r|Intimatelyjassociated wita the Immedi

-
•';ati;dJrtctlon 'of stl» batttrt««.

[can prosperity and' respectabllty. Th«

sompany became the srantee of the
greater portion of the zone included be-
tween

-
the twenty-fourth and the?

thirty-first degr-es of north latitude, ',

and its lands extended west and east
from the Pacific ocean to the sea v of
Cortez (better* known", then 'and now as
the gulfof Lower California) and north

to the boundaries of the United States,

with their bays. -harbors, islands' and,

others dependencies— including in .ail-
about 47.000 square miles, or a" terri-
tory as large as the state of Xew York.1

Thin patent was granted by the' Me-
xican government in May, 1566, and-sub-
sequently the company became the
assignee - of the greater part of the
Jecker. contract 5n the state of Sonora,

which added about 8,000.000 of acre#to
the 30,000.000 of the original grant. It

owned besides this principality large

districts through assignments and
agreements by the heirs of the Emperor

Iturbide in Sonor«>, Sinaloa and the
Frontera, this last including the owner-
ship of the mouth of the Colorado river

and its banks for many mile?. Here
were names and. regions to- conjure,

with to inflame the imagination and to
enlist enthusiastic co-operation.

The first expedition wa? embarked' in
ISTO on board a echponer, and after a
languid and uneventful voyage along
a favorable coast "the boat anchored in
Magdalena bay. Prospecting and sur-
veying began at once; indeed, with so
much earnestness that the news
traveled over the peninsula to La Paz,

the capital of the district. Suspicion

\u25bcm naturally aroused and reports
drifted to the surveyors* that -an armed
fores was being prepared for their cap-
ture or dire destruction. At this junc-
ture the flagship Ossipee, flying the
broad pennant of Commodore William
Rogers Taylor, arrived, and after re-
plenishing the stores of the party it
steamed around Cape St. Lucar and .up
the gulf to La Pax onva mission. of in-
quiry. It took on board the. secretary

of the company, the 'energetic, intelli-
gent and ever, optimistic Colonel
Drake de Kay,"at one time during the
civil war aid to the commanding gen-
eral of "the army. :;

The report of the armed force was
true enough, though much- exaggerated.'
Alittle more than a sergeant's guard

had been detailed to repel the .in-
vaders, but when explanations had been
made, the express authority of the cen-
tral Mexican government exhibited,
apologies tendered and immunity prom-
ised, the' Ossipee left La Paz for Mazat-
'lan, where, it "was hoped communica-
tion might be established with the City

of Mexico. At this season of the year
gales in the gulf of Lower California
are frequent and violent, and so to-
ward the end of September the .ap-

civilization and research— it was eight

inches square
—

are ? found . mainly -.'on *-
the home- made ,outsides, set -up and
kicked off in the ;forecastle

'
of \u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0 the

schooner. The • first 'edition* boomed
and burgeoned with"three columns of

advertisements— mainly,; they unblush-
ingly declared, from La Pa z,: from out-
lyingranches r.nd fronvthe (projected)

cities of ,Cortcz and Pizarro.S while a
few.came from. the better settled com-
munities, -.such as . San,. Praiiciaco ,and:
New York. Nearly .all of these' v\v.er«"
the inspirations and produutions-of- 'the
pcrferV<d and joyous ImaginationVof;
the. secretary and his assistant.? They

glowed with promise.' In the; second
edition the. foreign advertisements- were '

;

withdrawn— and only two columns'ap-
peared.-, "

% \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 '\u25a0- $ ,

'Cattle and transportation, the journal;
announced^ /could be.,, provided .at'' the i
poetically named -ranches of tiic- broth-
ers Ramon and Pablo.de.la Toba and of.
the contractor Victorlano Gomez, who
offered to >ell ''cattle; r mules,'- horse?,:
hides. cheese 'and; other, groceries."" The',
lawyer.who displayed his card;in Span-
ish was Manuel Clemente Rofo San.To-
mas. ItJb [ unknown \whether, any of
these excellent patronsSof live journal-
ism really existed— they.never, appeared
while, the; Oseipee lay;in"the. port—ex-;
cept perhaps the lawyer. <He'may. have
been' the uneasy and somewhat alarmed
person .who acted as :>:>assistant !inter-
preter, to the. gifted and; most agreeable.
Frenchman,M.*de Roguemont,",who,was
the managing,* city

'
and news editor "of

the Lower Californlan- But ofithe" other

lana tti.v. ioiiaitions'tliat are far from
irredeemable.'-; ':?.;\u25a0".::',,-* -

; .'\u25a0 ..",\u25a0:\u25a0. :-';:-';
Our Interest' in Magdalena.bay is very:;

close* andVits future jis of high *\u25a0 import
tance to;U3.-:The state .department has-
long sought to utilize it as a rendezvous
for ;the, drills and /coaling; ofithe . fleet,
and Mr.* Root -inShis' voyage fon'^board
the

'•'
cralser |Charleston*-' ',,, \enabled"

'
to

estimate !at 'firstIhand^ its
'
Situation and

its*possibilities.-; -Mexico has been;lib-
eral" in>the extended .to'us.'
emphasizing these ;. of late by a pcrxhls-:
sion to moor.ooal:barges iinUts

*

waters
for.. thai supply; of;.our:fleets. Y.lt is re-
ported ':that *a;request

'

had .' been\ made
to establish a rifle rang* and to build a

MAGDALENA BAY WHERE THEFLEET ASSEMBLES FOR
TARGET PRACTICE ftf#Ei»s^ Wf?:'' Crews

IN MAKING NEW !t/ RECORDS
WITH THE •..'< 'BIG GUNS -'«*-• •*


