TRUMAN TAKES OATH AS PRESIDENT OF UNITED STATES—Harry S. Truman (left center) is sworn as the thirty-second President in the cabinet room of the White House executive offices at 7:09 p.m. with Chief Justice Harlan F. Stone (right center)
administering the oath. Left to right, are Secretary of Labor Perkins, Isadore Lubin of the War Reparations Commission, Secretary of War Stimson, Secretary of Commerce Wallace, WPB Chairman J. A. Krug, Secretary of the Navy Forrestal, Secretary of
Agriculture Wickard, Frank L. McNamee, deputy chairman. War Manpower Commission; Attorney General Biddle and Secretary
unbroken through two
Senate and the vice
campaign of 1944.

Truman Became Known as Symbol of Honesty
While Serving as Watchdog of War Spending

By J. A. O'LEARY.
When fate lifted Harry S. Truman into the presidency last night,
at a turning point in world affairs,
it added another story-book chapter
to the history of American politics.
Eleven years ago the new President was virtually unknown outside of his native Missouri, where
he was serving as an official of
Jackson County.
Even during his first six-year
term in the Senate, starting in
1935. the friendly, bespectacled Missourian did not attract national
prominence until he proposed the
creation of a special committee to
keep a watchful eye on the huge
defense expenditures the United
States had begun to make to prepare the country for this global
war.

Called Spade

a

Spade.

That was the beginning of Harry
Truman’s rise to fame, which culminated in his nomination at Chicago last July to be President Roosevelt's fourth-term running mate. As
chairman of the investigating com-
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mitt.ee which bore his name, Mr.
Truman called a spade a spade
when the committee found conditions it thought were hindering the
defense program.
As
vice
nominee.
presidential
Senator Truman traveled the country from one end to the other last
fall, carrying the brunt of the debate with Republican orators, until
President Roosevelt went forth in
the later days of the campaign to
visit the larger cities in a direct
appeal to the people to continue
his administration.
Mr. Truman had been Vice President less than three months when
Providence suddenly placed him at
the helm of the ship of state, at a
moment when the greatest war in
history was rushing to a climax and
peoples throughout the world had
their eyes turned toward San Francisco for the approaching conclave
to prevent, future wars.
The new President will be 61 on
May 8. having been born at Lamar. Mo
in 1884.
Although Mr. Truman won his
early political successes in Missouri
with the support of the late Tom
Pendergast, Kansas City's Democratic boss, his re-election to the
Senate in 1940 came after the Pendergast machine had been weakened by Federal attack and its
leader sent to prison. In the 1940
campaign Mr. Truman ignored the
charge of Pendergast bossism and
One of the
ran as a New Dealer.
campaign slogans he coined for
himself was “the good right arm of
the President."
He attracted scant attention at
the beginning of his second term
when he suggested the committee
to investigate defense spending.

_
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appropriations.
a symbol for honesty in the
carrying out cf war contracts and
his committee the accepted watchdog of war spending. Investigators
stuck prying fingers into war plants,
shipyards, Army and Navy contracts
and the committee's figures listed
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of suspicion that the committee's
activities in any way are determined
or influenced oy political considerations,” he said, though he declared
that his resignation -from it was out successfully.
His political successes continued
“one of the regrets of my lifetime.’’
For he had o,aid many times he
preferred being a Senator to Vice
President. Only a week before the
Grade
Democratic
national
convention

|
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the Jackson
County Court, though his duties
were
administrative rather than
judicial, he enrolled in the Kansas
City Law School and studied nights
there for two years.
It was while serving on the county
court that he acquired the background for his w'ork as chairman of
the War Investigating Committee.
"I know something about public
spending and costs," he told an
interviewer when the war inquiry
was at its height, ‘and I knew it
While
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ended after high school, Mr. Truman
has made studying a lifetime hobby.
During his first term in the Senate
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A student of history, he
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troopship

the battery to the United States a
collecion was taken up and the
commander presented with a huge
loving cup.
Back home he married a childhood sweetheart, Bess Wallace, and
they have one daughter, Mary MarHe and an Army buddy
garet.
went into the men's clothing business in Kansas City's old Baltimore
Hotel. For a time the haberdashery flourished, but then business
fell off as the deflation of the early
20s set in and finally the store
failed.
Mr. Truman attained his first political office in 1922 when he was
elected to one of the three positions
on
the County Court, governing
body of Jackson County, equivalent to a board of commissioners or
supervisors in some States.
He had won the nomination over
four other candidates in the Democratic primary. Two years later he
was
defeated for re-election, but
was elected again in 1926,
becoming
presiding judge with Pendergast’s
indorsement. As presiding judge he
was
responsible for the greatest
county road and public building
program ever undertaken by any
county in Missouri. It was carried
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office and went on to convict Pendergast himself on an income tax
charge. Mr. Truman stood loyally
by his friend, saying: "I wouldn't
desert a ship in distress.”
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gave this as
acquaintance
one of the reasons for his success:
"The day never passes that Harry
Truman doesn't make a friend.”
An

of the Treasury Morgenthau (both partially hidden behind President Truman), Secretary of State Stettinius, Mrs. Truman, Secretary of Interior Ickes and Miss Margaret Truman, daughter of the President iboth partially hidden behind Justice Stone); Speaker
Rayburn, Fred M. Vinson, director of War Mobilization and Reconversion; House Minority Leader Martin, Representative Ramspeck, Democratic whip, and House Majority Leader McCormack. A picture of President Truman being sworn in appeared in the
—Star Staff Photo by A. C. Chinn.
fourth extra edition of The Star last evening.
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