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The nuclear submarine Sargo, hit by a fire

yesterday at Pearl Harbor, is shown here on

its return to Hawaii last March after a 6,000-
mile cruise under the Arctic icecap. AP

Wirephoto.

By MARY McGRORY

Star Staff Writer

Senator Kennedy’s major

foreign policy speech was re-

ceived in an atmosphere that

was antiseptically non-political

and almost, but not quite, non-

partisan.

Only the crowded galleries
gave hint that tnis was an im-

portant step for the Democratic

front-runner, who was attempt-

ing to prove that he can cope
with Soviet Premier Khru-

shchev and further, that if he

cannot match either Mr. Khru-

shchev or his presidential rivals

in years, he is their equal in

ideas.

Opposition Absent

None of his opponents was

present. Majority Leader John-

son was in Texas straightening
out affairs at home base. Vice

President Nixon was absent

from the chair. Senator Sy-

mington, Democrat of Missouri,

was represented by an aide

among the many staff members

gathered around the edge of the

chamber.

The Senator’s reply to his

critics was delayed by a cheer-

ful scuffle between Republicans
and Democrats over the ap-

pointment of monitors who

would make sure that presi-
dential candidates got equal
time on radio and television.

Minority Leader Dirksen

heatedly contended that he was

“against watchdogs until there

was doggery to be watched.”

Finally, an hoar behind

Fire Damages A-Sub
At Honolulu; 2 Missing

, HONOLULU. June 15 <API

submarine USS Sargo at Pearl

tinguished in an hour by half ;
Two men were unofficially
The fire, which broke out

at no time endangered the

submarine, the Navy said.

Damage was extensive, how-

ever, and the Sargo is expected
to be dry docked, the Navy
said.

The after-stern, or torpedo

compartment, was immediately
flooded and the stern half of

the ship was submerged shortly
after the fire broke out at
6:30 p.m. Hawaiian Standard

Time (11:30 p.m. Washington
time >. The submarine was tied

alongside the dock.

The fire was attributed by a

Navy spokesman to a rupture!
in the liquid oxygen tine near

the after torpedo room. The

submarine was taking on a sup-
ply of liquid oxygen.

The room was immediately
sealed off and flooded after the

blaze broke out. Oxygen for

breathing purposes is brought
to the dock in compressed liquid
form because it is easier to

store, but is put aboard in gas-

eous form in large bottles.

Officially, the Navy said early
today no determination has jet
been made of casualties.

But a spokesman said: “There

could be two crew members un-

accounted for.” He added that
no determination could be

made until water had been

pumped from the flooded tor-

pedo chamber.

This was not expected until

later in the day.
The spokesman was unable

to say how many men were

on board at the time of the
fire. The submarine normally
carries a complement of 111
officers and men.

One member of the Navy

—A flash fire hit the nuclear

1 Harbor yesterday but was ex-

submerging the 2,500-ton craft,

reported missing.
, in the stern or torpedo room,

Public Information Office said

he heard “a small whoomp”
when the fire broke out. The

office is about half a mile from

the submarine. “I could see

black smoke billowing from

the sub,” he said.

Two fire boats immediately

sprayed foam over the smok-

ing vessel, while flames shot

out briefly from the stern room.

The area was immediately

cleared. Firemen fought the

blaze from the dock. Then

the torpedo room was sealed

' i off and the stern half of the

ship submerged.
The spokesman said there

was “absolutely no danger
from an explosion in the

nuclear reactor compartment.”
Thailand's King Bhumibol

was to have boarded the sub-

, marine this morning for a

[ four-hour cruise around Oahu,

i The King was to have lunched

. aboard with his host. Admiral
Herbert G. Hopwood, com-

, mander of the United States

. Pacific Fleet.

' Instead, the Thai monarch

will cruise aboard the guided-

: missile submarine USS Growler

The Sargo won fame after

' a historic under-ice winter, ex-

: ploration cruise of the Arctic

1 basin, including the North
• Pole. It returned to its Pearl

Harbor base on March 3 after

1 spending a total of 31 days
under ice. It surfaced 20 times

‘ through ice up to 3 feet thick,

s and logged over 6,000 miles.

• Its skipper, Lt, Comdr. John

' H. Nicholson. 35. of Oakland,
I Calif., was awarded the Legion

of Merit for the under-ice
' cruise.
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Kennedy Offers Ideas

To Friendly Audience
I schedule, the Senator took the

Ifloor and read his collection of

• reflections on what is wrong

with our foreign policy. As he

read, seeking and achieving

‘ no oratorical effects, an aide

I distributed copies of his re-

marks to the 17 Democratic

Senators who heard him out.

. There were never more than

. five Republicans present.

At once, the Senator widened

the gap between himself and his

most formidable contender,

. Majority Leader Johnson. Sen-

• ator Johnson has foreclosed

1 criticism of the U-2 incident

1 and has backed the President

all the way from Paris to

Tokyo. Vice President Nixon

echoed the Johnson sentiments

> about the summit collapse
• when he, too, demanded over

r the week end that Mr. Khru-

i shchev apologize to the United

: States.

Senator Kennedy found no

. apologies for our deportment
' ioverseas:

> “As a substitute for policy,
: Mr. Eisenhower has tried smil-

ing at the Russians; our State

; Department has tried frown-

¦ ing at them; and Mr. Nixon has

; tried both. None have suc-

. ceeded.”

Democrats Laudatory

I When he finished, Acting

. Majority Leader ManSfield of

i Montana told the youthful

i Senator exactly what he most

i wished to hear. He praised
his “maturity.” Senator Mans-

I field also pointed out the tri-
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bute of the “sober attention”

of his colleagues which had

been paid to Senator Kennedy,

who is probably the only man

in America who rues a splendid

crop of hair and a flat waist-

line.

A former rival on the cam-

paign trail, Senator Humph-
rey, Democrat of Minnesota

gave a generous. Judicious ap-

praisal of Senator Kennedy's
utterances. Being in a position
to know, Senator Humphrey
said he was familiar with the

material, but that the speech

represented "a kind of compre-

hensive, integrated thinking”

on foreign policy.
Other Democratic colleagues

rallied round with the usual

kindly. “Would-not-the-Sen-

ator-agree?’’ kind of question.
By this time the Republican

ranks had thinned and Senator

Capehart of Indiana was the

sole representative of the power
and the glory of the G. O. P.

Capehart Unimpressed

He lumbered to his feet, look-

ing disgruntled.

“I didn’t find anything new

in the speech,” he grumbled.
Even the problems were old.

Inherited from a Democratic

administration, complained
Senator Capehart.

“I can’t compliment the Sen-

ator,” said Senator Capehart.
"He covered the entire water-

front, promised something to

everybody in the world.

Frankly, that kind of a speech
leaves false hopes in the minds

of the people of the world. . .
.

That is what got us into
trouble in the first place—-

promises.”

Senator Kennedy, disposed
of the dissenter with ease.

“I am complimented,” he

said, “by the fact that the

Senator has not complimented
me."
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