
David Lawrence:

Chance of Political Lifetime
Nixon Is Better Known Today Than When He Was Nominated
After His Frank Talk to a Nation-Wide Video Jury

There’s an old saying in poli-
tics: “If your honesty is at-
tacked, don’t start explaining—-
for your enemies or opponents
will never be convinced, and
your friends don't need to be!”

Public reaction to the speech
of Senator Nixon can be ex-
pressed in much the same way
—his friends welcomed the re-
assurance he gave, and his op-
ponents wouldn’t have believed
him no matter what he said.

On balance, however, it was a
wise decision that the Repub-
lican vice presidential nominee
made to go on the television
and radio and talk frankly to
the American people. The build-
up in the newspapers dining the
last few days gave him probably
the largest television audience
in the history of that new me-
dium. Millions of persons who
hadn’t yet begun take any
interest in the campaign found
themselves participating as
members of a nationwide jury
in a novel trial in which the
honesty and integrity of a can-
didate was at issue.

Many of the so-called In-
tellectuals and perhaps some
others thought the presentation
by Nixon was “corny,” and some
“left wing” papers promptly
called it “soap opera” stuff.
But that’s what the major tele-
vision shows do to get a big
audience.

So the chance of a political
lifetime was given to Dick
Nixon, who is today better
known than he was when he
was nominated, and he will con-
tinue to be a national figure,
attracting larger and larger
crowds wherever he campaigns
hereafter.

So far as the charges are
themselves concerned, the Sena-
tor didn’t make as effective a
speech as he might have. He
seemed nervous. He worked
and reworked his manuscript
to the point where he omitted
to tell his audience more details,
thinking perhaps that these had
already been published in the
newspapers, anyway. It would
have helped had he repeated the
essential points. But in a half-
hour’s time he couldn’t cover
everything, and it was the net
result that counted.

Did he create on the minds
of his audience the impression
that he is sincere, that he is

honest? This is the only ques-
tion that needs to tale asked.
Everything else—such as his
manner of presentation, and
whether he should or shouldn’t
have mentioned the fact that
Senator Sparkman’s wife is on
the Government pay roll in her
husband’s office, or whether he
should or shouldn’t have ex-
plained in greater detail about
his political expenses—becomes
secondary to the main point:
Did he acquit himself of sus-
picion of wrongdoing with the
vast majority of his audience?

The answer is to be found in
the avalanche of telegrams and
in the unanimity of Republi-

can leaders. Gen. Eisenhower
was quick to sense the trend.

It would appear that the idea
of a television talk was Senator
Nixon’s own. While the gen-
eral was at St. Louis last Sun-
day pondering what to do, the
Nixon group in Portland, Oreg.,
thought the television presen-
tation was logical. The gen-
eral was advised of the plan.
He felt it was only right and
proper to give his running mate
a chance to explain- to the peo-
ple. But it is a safe bet that
nobody thought it would result
as it did—in a sensational turn
to Senator Nixon which amounts
to a vote of confidence in the
middle of a campaign.

The Democrats aren’t con-
vinced, and never will be. The
charge that Gov. Stevenson had
a fund of his own to supplement
the salaries of State'officials in
Illinois is brushed aside by them
as something “different.” The
Governor himself says the State
officials didn’t know who their
benefactors were, but, of course,
the Governor, who collected the
fund. knew. And If Mr. Ste-
venson happened to be a Re-
publican running for Vice Presi-
dent, the Democrats would be
shouting to high heaven that, in
secret, he took money person-
ally to the tune of $75,000 and
that nobody knew what he did
with it. They would be saying
that, of course, the Governor
knew where he got the money,
and that undoubtedly the con-
tributors received favors in ex-
change or expected them. For
it is true that in Illinois there
are citizens who expect favors
out of campaign contributions
and indeed the recipients in

the past have felt a sense of
obligation, surprising as that
may seem to the Democrats who
are so ready to convict Senator
Nixon of wrongdoing.

The Nixon issue is a simple
affair. If it’s wrong to take
money for political campaigning
after election, it’s wrong to take
it before election. The obliga-
tion is there in either case. No
campaign obligation expires au-
tomatically at midnight on the
day after election.

If it’s wrong to send out 25,-
000 Christmas cards to yoilr
constituents to curry favor with
the voters in your State or dis-
trict and pay for it out of
privately collected funds, it is

wrong to send under a postage
frank, paid for by the Govern-
ment, a letter congratulating a
constituent on the birth of a
baby or for any one of a hun-
dred reason why members of
Congress write to voters during
their terms of offce.

Senator Nixon has a campaign
fund. It started before he was
elected. Gov. Stevenson had a
campaign fund. It started before
he was elected last time to the
State House in Springfield—but
the money left over he personally
used for political purposes. Sen-
ator Nixon is honest. Gov. Ste-
venson t honest.

To sum it all up, campaign
contributions before or after
elections are wrong because
they involve financial transac-
tions of considerable size be-
tween a few citizens and the
candidates for office. Either the
Government should finance
campaigns or else contributions
should be limited to nominal
sums.

The Democratic Finance Com-
mittee for Stevenson the other
day, perhaps innocently, used
the word "investment” to
describe the $5 contribution
which would be rewarded with a
nice certificate carrying mes-
sages from Gov. Stevenson and
Senator Sparkman. But there
shouldn’t be any “investment”
at all in a candidacy, though
both Republican and Demo-
cratic committees have looked
at it that way for too many
years already in appointments
to diplomatic and other govern-
mental posts of men who have
been liberal in their campaign
contributions.
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Doris Fleeson:

Nixon Talk Galvanizes Campaign
G. 0. P. Chiefs See Apathy, Even Hostility, Ended
For Many in Party Who Deplored Taft's Defeat

A lagging campaign has been
galvanized by the Nixon affair.

Republican national head*
quarters is rejoicing not only
over the heavily pro -Nixon
trend of messages received but
over their vast number. The in-
cident will serve, they think, to
end the apathy, even hostility,
of the many party workers who
deplored Senator Taft’s defeat
at Chicago. From that point of
view, it is certainly a gain.

The principal chore now fac-
ing Gen. Eisenhower and the
G. O. P. campaign experts is to
re-chart their course.

The Senator pulled his popu-
lar support with an emotional,
dramatic, highly personal show
that his admirers will describe
as human interest and his de-
tractors as Soap opera. This has
always been his style of cam-
paigning.

Since it has won for him at
his zero hour, he can be ex-
pected to continue with it, even
more so. and Gen. Eisenhower
will be under pressure to imitate
him. The result easily could be
the kind of campaign the Old
Guard always has wanted, but
the national convention decided
would not attract the independ-
ent vote, so could not succeed.

The independent vote is, of
course, the unknown quantity
in the present furore which is so
strongly reminiscent of the mood
of Gen. MacArthur’s involuntary
return home. Democrats are re-
calling that while the public ap-
parently chose the general as
their hero at the moment, they
shortly thereafter showed no in-
terest in making him President.

In his command decisions,
Gen. Eisenhower would do well
to be prudent for that and other
reasons.

The American people, after all,
have not passed on the propri-
ety or impropriety of Senator
Nixon’s secret dowry of expense
money from private persons
which was unreported to the tax
authorities.

For that matter, they have
not passed either on Gov.
Stevenson’s decision to take
campaign funds plus later con-
tributions and distribute them
among his State appointees as
a method of attracting better
public officials. The Governor’s
fund was never a secret and
elected officials did not get the
money; nonetheless it was a de-
vice outside of regular channels
to gain an objective that should
have been pursued in the Legis-
lature.

What Senator Nixon did was

to stage a very adroit personal

drama, complete with loyal wife,
minkless naturally, and a
present-day Fala that he almost
dared Gen. Eisenhower to kick
around. The final scene was an
effective version of Jimmy
Walker’s famous “I’ll match
my private life with any man’s,”
a just appeal to which Ameri-
cans invariably respond.

The people have sympathized
with his embarrassment, ad-
mired his courage, agreed that
we are all imperfect and voted
him an honest man. They prob-
ably also like Pat. They do not
appear disposed to quibble over
the fact that no audit of the
Senator’s personal finances was
presented together with the
audit of the expense fund.

Democrats today are suggest-
ing that it’s time to get the
show back under the main tent
where their man is holding his
own very nicely. They are not
only nonplussed by disclosure
of the Stevenson fund; they
have had a hostile reaction to
White House hints that Senator
Nixon’s conduct will be ex-
amined In rude haste by the
Justice Department. They still
expect to profit from the inci-
dent and from greater interest
in the campaign.

Lowell Mellett:

Richard Nixon Explains It All
And Apparently He Convinced Many People That Fighting
Communism Requires $4,000 Worth of Christmas Cards

What an amazing flip-flop
campaign we are witnessing.
Sentiment, which rather than
reason is likely to decide the
presidential contest, flips to
Gov. Stevenson one day and
flops to Gen. Eisenhower the
next.

Following the appearance of
the Republican vice presidential
candidate before the television
camera and the radio mike to
explain away the SIB,OOO pri-
vate fund set up by some busi-
ness friends for his use after
his election to the United States
Senate, there has been one of
those flops—at least on the part
of a lot of people. Previously
there had been a flip or a flop
on the part of many of his sup-
porters just because of that
fund. Important newspapers,
already committed to the Re-
publican ticket, demanded that
his name be removed and an-
other man started in the race
for Veep, lest Eisenhower’s
chances be ruined. Some even
said they were switching to the
Democratic ticket.

But the young man in ques-
tion stood before the American
people and answered his accus-
ers. He did better than that—-
he answered accusations that
never had been made. He proved
be never had put any of that
money in his own pocket, some-
thing nobody had suggested. He
bared the whole story of his per-
sonal finances, an appealing,
though familiar story of a young
man trying to get along in a
hard world. It was a heaven-
sent opportunity to tell the
story of his life and he made
the most of it. It had every-
thing, home, mother and the

j

family mortgage; faithful wife,
innocent little daughter and her
dog. It made people cry in pub-
lic, according to honest news-
paper accounts; it made many
regret they had so misjudged*
this young man.

And you didn’t have to take
his word for any of it. He sub-
mitted an audit of the SIB,OOO
account by a nationally-known
firm of certified accountants.
Through their tears the tele-
vision viewers could not read the
details. They couldn’t see this
item, for example; “Capital En-
graving Co., for Christmas
cards, 16,000 for 1950 and 25,000
for 1951 ... $4,237.54."

When the story of Richard
Mixon’s extraordinary fund first
broke, his angry explanation
was in effect, that he was being
smeared because of his pursuit
of Communists. Now it appears
that he pursued them with
Christmas cards.

Nevertheless and notwithstand-
ing, Nixon didn’t do himself
any harm Tuesday night He
satisfied nearly everybody that
wanted to be satisfied, including
his running mate, the general
of the Army.

Whether he satisfied his news-
paper supporters, 50 per cent of
whom have criticized his ac-
ceptance of this financial aid
while a member of the Senate,
remains to be seen. For the
most part their concern was
the impropriety, not the illegal-
ity or necessarily the venality,
of hia conduct. Maybe Nixon
persuaded them they were being
unduly squeamish; maybe not.

Even more doubtful is the
effect on the friends of Cali-
fornia’s Governor, Earl Warren.

I

Some of them have had their
own explanation of the no-
longer secret fund. Nixon, they
say, elated by his election to
the Senate in 1950, set to work
immediately tb build his own
State political organization, one
that would be independent of
the popular Governor. It was
time, he was quoted as saying,
that California returned to the
two-party system, the reference
being to Warren’s ability to win
in both Republican and Demo-
cratic primaries. And the use
of the SIB,OOO as shown by the
audit, they say, is just the use
to which money would be put
by any politician engaged in
building a personal political ma-
chine.
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Fletcher Knebel:

Potomac Fever
Ike meets Nixon face to face in Wheeling. Ike had only one

question: Did Nixon have enough hidden expense accounts left to
keep the country crying until November?

* * * •

Roosevelt had his Scotty, Fala, and Nixon has his cockerspaniel. The way to get ahead in American politics is to flwrf

somebody who’ll refuse to quit kicking your dog around.
• * * j»

Democratic Vice Presidential Candidate Sparkman hangs a new
sign on his office door: “Back in a few hours—with a dog license.”

•• e *

Gov. Stevenson rejects a Republican demand that he quit the
race. Adlai doesn’t have time to quit—he’s top busy wiring out
his own expense account.

* * * *

A yellow flood of telegrams pours in on Gen. Eisenhower
praising his running mate, Dick Nixon. All this Eisenhower crusade
needed was a brief halt for everybody to have a good cry.

•* * •

Democratic strategists send urgent messages to party leaders:
“Quick—dig up more secret expense accounts on our side—or we’llnever get back on the front page.”

New Russian propaganda at-
tacks against Turkey, voiced
most stridently at a Commu-
nist Party congress a few days
ago, provide additional evidence
of the brightness of this par-
ticular star in the constellation
of the free nations.

Traditionally an unrelated foe
of Russian aspirations, both
Czarist and Communist, to
penetrate the Middle East-
Mediterranean area. Turkey has
demonstrated its solid military
qualities in several ways during
the cold war period. Its troops
have served with the greatest
distinction with United Nations
forces in Korea. Since promul-
gation of the Truman Doctrine
of 1947, it has welcomed Amer-
ican military assistance in the
way of training and equipment
and our own military authori-
ties consider Turkish arms to-
day at a high level of morale
and effectiveness. Its associa-
tion with the NATO powers last
year, at repeated Turkish re-
quest. has resulted in a consid-*
erable stimulus to its prepared-
ness effort and has provided a
strong anchor for the South
European flank—as well as a
protective barrier for the Medi-
terranean. Current military
consultations with Greece, an-
other NATO partner, and with
Yugoslavia are deepening this
strength on the Balkan side of
the Mediterranean.

Not so widely publicized but
contributing very materially to
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Tales of the supernatural
In a vision, Chester Hayworth’s
bedroom door opened. Hu father
walked in, grasped his hand—and
disappeared. 'lnen he learned his
father had died two hours before,
1000 miles away, wearing the identi-
cal clothes the vision had worn.

October Reader’s Digest reports
on this and other "strange coinci-
dences” from the files ofthe Amer-
ican Society ofPsychical Research.

Read how this group of doctors,
ministers, psychiatrists, and profes-
sional magicians has unearthedmany events that seem to defy nat-
ural explanation.

Get your October Reader’s Di-
gest today: 40 articles oflasting in-
terest, condensed from h-ading mag-
azines, current books.
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In Attacking War
From now on in the cam-

paign we shall hear much about
how and how not to fight Com-

munism. Gov. Stevenson is
urged to go into Wisconsin to
fight “McCarthyism” as more
menacing to American ideals
than Communism itself. The
Democratic campaign will con-
centrate on the external dan-
ger of “Russian Communist
imperialism,” rather than on
any internal dangers.

The Republicans (especially
since Senator Taft has re-
joined the campaign In an ac-
tive role) will concentrate on
the internal danger to the coun-
try of a centralized and top-
heavy Government absorbing
more and more es the national
income, and encroaching on
the liberties of the people.

But the attempt to divorce
external from internal policy
willhardly convince the thought-
ful listener. The Government
spending which Senator Taft
deplores, and which, on Federal,
State and local levels, takes in
taxes nearly a third of the
national income, is not for the
promotion of “the welfare state,”
but for pursuance of, the cold
war, and the achievement of a
world -wide, fool - and -knave -

proof system of universal col-
lective security. t

No leader will suggst that the
basic policy should be recon-
sidered or that the aim is un-
realizable.

Therefore, no matter which
party comes Into power, what
the Republicans deplore will
continue.

All that they (or Gov. Ste-
venson) cm promise is that
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John C. Henry:

Bright Star of the Free Nations
Turkey Has Demonstrated Its Solid Military Qualities
In Several Years During the Cold War Period

the internal strength and sta-
bility of the country have been
political and economic develop-
ments directed by the Ankara
government.

In a transition from the sin-
gle party rule by which the
great Kemal Ataturk established
the modern republic, Turkey
has now gone through the ex-
perience of free elections and
has a government performing
in a democratic pattern fully
compatible with its internation-
al policies. Along with this
has come a parallel transition
from an economy that con-
tained strong elements of state
planning and state enterprise
into one that is placing increas-
ing emphasis on private enter-
prise and private investment.

United States Ambassador
George C. McGhee has sum-
marized this trend in a recent
report to Washington, citing the
following examples to illustrate
this economic trend:

“The State match monopoly
has been lifted, making possi-

ble the private import, sale and
domestic production of matches.
Salt production for export has
been opened up to private inter-
ests. Sugar beet growers are able
to buy shares in heretofore fully
State-owned sugar factories,
and three new sugar factories
are projected on a wholly pri-

vate capital basis. Many mil-
lions of lira have been con-
tributed by private interests to
help finance the Seyhan Dam.

The Turkish government has
authorized the creation of the
Industrial Development Bank
of Turkey ... to stimulate
and assist in the establishment
of more private industry in
Turkey, to encourage the in-
vestment of private capital as
such, and to promote and en-
courage individual ownership of
security holdings.”

As a counterpart to these do-
mestic developments, legislation

has been enacted to encourage
foreign investment in Turkish
enterprises. The law guaran-
tees transfer pi earnings abroad,
within certain limits, and pro-
vides for repatriation of capi-
tal after liquidation permis-
sive features which are of great
importance in a period when
blocked earnings and threats of
expropriation are having dam-
aging effects on Interchange of
investments.

The dynamic qualities of this
new Turkish economy are re-
flected in the fact that a popu-
lation increase of about 2 per
cent per year is being accom-
panied by a national income in-
crease of about 7 per cent
annually.

These manifestations of
health—military and civilian,
political and economic are
pleasing, of course, to Turkey’s
partners in the free world, just
as they are disturbing to the
Communist conspirators in the
Soviet Union.

Dorothy Thompson

How and How Not to Fight Reds
Neither Democrats Nor Republicans Are on Secure Ground
In Attacking War and Postwar Policies of Past Decadeand Postwar Policies

there will be less waste in spend-
ing the money.

We are skeptical about this.
We have never observed thrift
m the spending of other peo-
ple’s money. If a householder
permits a domestic to do the
family shopping, the bills will
vastly increase.

Association with private char-
itable organizations has taught
me that an appalling propor-
tion of the funds raised from a
generous public go to pay sal-
aries, and are prodigally ex-
pended.

The long telegram, in lieu of a
three-cent stamp, is one illus-
tration.

The growth of big govern-
ment and big spending is di-
rectly attributable to war or
preparation for war. If, there-

's foregone desires to reduce Gov-
ernment control of the national
income, one should ask “which
party is the less inclined to
crusading for peace by war all
over the globe, regardless of
American interest, calculated
risks, or likelihood of success?”

I do not know the answer.
Both World Wars were fought
under Democratic administra-
tions. Democrats, having left
South Korea undefended, took
us into Korea, but Republicans
sought to extend the war be-
yond the 38th parallel, after
South Korea had been freed,
and before the Chinese Reds
had come in.

Similarly, the world-wide ex-
pansion of Communism is the
product of two World Wars—-
and so is the infiltration of
Communists into Western gov-
ernments. During the time when
Russia was our “ally” they not
only “infiltrated,” they were
welcomed. Any one was wel-

comed who would “kill Germani
and Japanese!” They were wel-
comed even by Republicans
heading important security
agencies.

War, even more than politics,
makes strange bedfellows. We
have some strange ones today.
The “French” war in Indo-
china is being fought by the
French Foreign Legion. Adrien
Liddell Hart, son of the famous
British military writer, joined
the Foreign Legion (under an
assumed name) and an account
of his experiences is cur-
rently appearing in the German
weekly, “Die Zeit.” He reveals
that 80 per cent of the “French”
troops in Indo-China are Ger-
man, a large proportion former
S. 8. soldiers.

Republican campaigners could
raise more pertinent Questions
than they have done. Was the
administration aware that from
1943 onwards Stalin made four
attempts to negotiate a sepa-
rate peace with Hitler, which
would have had the effect of
turning his whole force against
the West?

This column had expected
from Gen. Eisenhower some new
revelations concerning the polit-
ical conduct of World War n
which would explain his deci-
sion, as a soldier, to lead the
Republican opposition. But they
have not appeared.

It seems that neither Demo-
crats nor Republicans are stand-
ing on secure ground In attack-
ing the war and postwar poli-
cies of the past decade, which
are, in fact,-responsible for both
our external and internal diffi-
culties.
(Released by The Bell Syndicate. Inc.)
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