
MINIATURE TREES.
(Mai. M. B. C., Japan)

I have followed your column
for years. And now that I am
in Japan, while I get The Star

almost three weeks late, I still
read almost every word. One of
your readers asked about the
art of raising Dwarf trees. May

I quote an article out of “We
Japanese” by Frederic de Oaris.

“Bonsai or potted plants, are
dwarfed trees, trained to show
the beauty of large normal trees,
or of ancient trees. The favor-
ite trees for bonsai are pines
(matsu), principally of the

needle - leaf. Mongolian oak
(keyakih Some specimens of
these trees, potted for 100 years
or more, bring several thousand
yen when sold. At one of the
recent exhibitions of bonsai
there were two pines, each said
to be over 500 years old.

Trees also used in bonsai are
cryptomeria (sugi), maple (mo-

miji), ground cypress (hinoki),
cherry (sakura), and others.
Some trees have two trunks,

some a single trunk; sometimes
a different species is grafted
into the main tree. Some of
these dwarf trees, from 1 foot
up in height, have all the char-
acteristics of normal trees..

The usual method of produc-
ing these dwarfed trees is as
follows: The main roots of se-
lected seedlings of small trees,
not more than 3 to 5 inches in
height are cut away, only the
small roots being allowed to de-
velop—a procedure which is
carried out periodically. Weights
are hung on the branches in
order to make them hang in
downward curved shapes and
the branches are tied with string
or wire to form them into ar-
tistic shapes. The treatment
differs with each tree. The
trees are kept in a shaded loca-
tion. Six to 10 years are re-
quired to produce and get a de-
sirable tree. Bonsai for decora-
tive and exhibition purposes are
common all over Japan.**

eve*

SOUR CREAM?

SPOTS OFF LINEN?
CURLING LEAVES?

(Mrs. V. G. P., Washington)
We are newcomers in this area

and I want you to know how
much I enjoy your column.
Could any one please tell me how
to make sour cream—like they

sell in the stores?
Also, how do you get cream

spots offlinen? I’ve tried clean-
ing fluid and it does not work.

Does any one know what
makes violet leaves curl? I'm
very grateful to you for all the
useful hints I’ve received and
used.

*** *

STORM WINDOWS.
(Mrs. W. H. M.. Arlington)

Mrs. B. F. 8., East Riverdale:
We bought the inside storm win-
dows for our casement windows
last winter and are thoroughly
satisfied with them. Ours are
very easy to install yourself.
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INFORMATION GIVEN.
(Mrs. R. P.. Washington)

Now I would like to remind
the many people who have writ-
ten to RCH trying to locate
certain songs or poems (either

by title or by a few lines re-
membered) that the reference
department of the Public Library
could be very helpful in most
cases.

You know the library is a
storehouse of all kinds of infor-
mation and the library staff is
always willingand glad to help
you with whatever questions you
have. People who want to lo-
cate quotations or magazine ar-
ticles even when they remem-
ber very little about the article
they want could also get this
information and almost any
other information of definite
fact at the library.

The library also will be glad
to supply booklists on a de-
sired subjects or books for cer-
tain interest. In many cases a
person can obtain the informa-
tion desired by telephone.

Now, I hope you don’t think I
am suggesting the library as a
substitute for the RCH. Nothing

could replace this page with its
helpful information based on
experience. Look forward every
night to the pleasure of sharing
the advice and opinions of my
RCH friends.

*** *

TRAILER EXPERIENCES?
(Mrs. IV. D„ Washington)

I have enjoyed RCH for the
past three years. I am inter-
ested in information regarding
travel to the West Coast with a
small house trailer and a 4-
month-old child. Would the
extra trouble of towing a trailer
be offset by its advantages?
What mileage can you expect to
make? Are trailer courts avail-
able after a reasonable day’s
travel?

Will be interested ir com-
ments from any readers of RCH
who have taken trailer trips—-
either long or short.

SUGGESTIONS.
(Mrs. R. K„ Washington)

My idea of a perfect family
would be one where every one
ate what was put before him.
If yours doesn’t happen to be
one maybe some of these sug-
gestions will help:

School children need a good
breakfast. If they’re tired of
all the usual things, try a rad-
ical method as I have (ask your
pediatrician if you like). I
serve virtually any nourishing
food they like—potatoes boiled
in their skins (pressure cooker
does it in a few minutes), instant
rice, buttered egg noodles, hot
dogs, tomato soup, wax beans,
deviled eggs (how they can pre-
fer a deviled egg for breakfast
to a scrambled one. I can’t un-
derstand, but mine do!), fresh
orange juice with half a bottle
orange pop for zest, and so on.

To us grownups we can’t
imagine liking such things for
breakfast, but in the last analy-
sis, if it’s digestible and nour-
ishing at any meal, why not
breakfast? Tomato soup is not
much more than tomato juice
and milk, which are considered
perfect menu; pure egg noodles
are riel* in protein and carbo-
hydrates and essentially the
same as a boiled egg and a slice
of bread.

And now a few tricks on keep-
ing small fry happy, particularly
when they have to remain in-
doors. (I’m sure you’ll think I
sell cake coloring, but I don’t.)

Have you tried whipping up a
bowl of suds and for variety
tinting it with cake coloring?
Give them some spoons and
small dishes and set them at a
table of wherever you like. It’s
especially good for washday—-
the children stay put.

For restless convalescents who
have tired of colors and books,
etc., I color salt and sand (two

colors are nice) and let them
set at the play table making
birthday cakes and cookies.
Moisten it just enough to stick
together a little. Put papers
or an old scatter rug down if
its indoors. It takes a few min-
utes to clean them and the ta-
ble, but if they have stayed
happy an hour or so it’s worth
it. Something with which to
decorate the salt or sand
"cakes,” add to the fun—tooth-
picks, a few beans or raisins,
etc.

I also make a dough (which is
not greasy) of flour, salt and
boiling water, but I don't have a
recipe. I think I use about Mt
salt. After it cools I work
flour into it just so it won’t be
sticky and can be rolled with a
toy rolling pin.

*** *

QUERY?
(Mrs. R. R.. Silver Spring)
My husband and Ihave been

looking at the new furniture in
stores and dining room suites,
etc., seem to have a hard glass-
like appearance which is beau-
tiful. I have also seen it on un-
finished furniture in stores. Does
any one know how they do this?
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SALT RISING BREAD. >

(Mrs. S. C. S„ Arlington)
One cup milk, 7 tablespoons

com met,!, 1 tablespoon brown
sugar, 1 teaspoon salt. Scald
the milk and add the sugar corn-
meal and salt.

Put in a covered jar and place
in a dish of water as hot as the
hand can bear. Keep in a warm
place overnight (I set mine over
pilot or radiator). By morning

the mixture should show fer-
mentation and gas can be heard
to escape. Then add 2 cups
sifted wheat flour, 2 cups luke-
warm water, 2 tablespoons brown
sugar and 3 tablespoons melted
shortening.

Beat this mixture thoroughly.
Place in a dish of warm water
again and let rise until light and
full of bubbles. Then add about

4Mi cups of sifted wheat flour or
enough to make a stiff dough.
Knead for 10 or 15 minutes, then
mold into loaves. Place in
greased pans and let rise again
until light. Bake 15 minutes at
425 degrees: then lower temper-
ature to 375 degrees and bake
about 30 minutes longer. This
makes lovely texture bread and
I have never failed with it.

* * * ,*

ANTIQUE TABLE?
(Mrs. A. S., Washington)

I have a lovely antique marble
topped table. The marble has
become spotted and stained and
I cannot seem to find anything
to remove these spots. I hope
some of you readers can tell me
how to clear it up again.

I also have a lovely antique
buffet. Ithas a red marble top.
The wood is perfectly beautiful
and is hand carved. I would
love to know how old It is—can
any readers tell me where I
might find out?

** * *

KEEPING PANS BRIGHT.
(Mrs. S. G. D., Washington)

To keep pans bright is very
easy. Every time anything is
boiled in the pans, just add a
few drops of lemon juice. I
keep a can open in my refrigera-
tor at all times. When boiling'
vegetables such as potatoes,
com on cob or any kind for that
matter, I just add the lemon
juice when the water starts to
boil- I also do this when steril-
izing something. No more dark
stains to remove and the lemon
doesn’t affect the flavor in any
way.

*** *

SONG?
(Mrs. J. B. B„ Waashington)

Could a kind neighbor please
send in the words to a song
entitled, “Daddy’s Little Girl?”
This song was on the hit parade
about three years ago; and since
we have just been blessed with
a little girl, we would like to
recall the .words to sing to our
daughter.

*** *

TO REMOVE STAINS?
(Mrs. A. B. G., Bethesda)

Can any one tell me how to
remove rust stains from white ;
enamel laundry tubs?

Modern Marriage
Parent's Drunkenness

* Not Inherited by Child
that he is a drinker. My five
years of married life have been
a hell most of the time, though
when he is sober you can’t ask
for a pleasanter fellow. We have
two children, the oldest 3 years
:and the babjrii months tomorrow,
and I live in constant terror for
fear we will have another be-
cause I have been told that a
drunkard’s children may be im-
beciles or otherwise affected. My

babies seem all right so far, butj
every time I look at them I can’t
help a sinking heart for fear
they may be doomed in this way.
Is it true. Dr. Popenoe? Does
liquor affect all babies created by
ja drunken father?”

i The most drunken and brutal

By Dr. Paul Popenoe M
There is little that can be said •

to a drunkard’s wife byway of <
consolation, but one common ’
worry of these women is needless. :
The fact of a father’s—or mother’s 1
—drunkenness has no effect onh
the children, from the standpoint l
of heredity.

What happens to them later 1
as the result of abuse, neglect and 1
brutalizing i£ something else; but'
they come into the world un- 1
scarred by the alcoholism of 1
parents. Mrs. D.’s letter is all
too familiar in tone:

“Five years ago I married a
man who comes from a good!
family; he is bright and has nice: l
manners, but I soon found out!

of men can. provided he is other- j
wise physically and mentally j
sound, father bright and healthy :
children with no tendency toward i
alcoholism except as it develops
from the deplorable example set i
by the father or the psychological:
upheavals created by unhappiness. 1

What chance such children have s
of ever reaching adulthood un- :
hurt by such a home atmosphere :
is something else to ponder, i
Usually, it is, not good. In many !
outstanding instances, children <
have risen above their environ- 1
ment and become better grownups

1than their fathers, by a long way. 1
But the enormity of the odds <

against them is shown in the :
latest figures of the Department i
of Commerce, which proved that;i
Americans spent on alcholic beve-!<
rages last year one-half the!'

iamount they spent on clothing, ji
including shoes. Considering thei
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millions of us who spent nothing,
it is plain that other millions
spent more than the statistics
indicate.

These figures speak grimly of
the misery and terror that afflict
so many homes; and behind them
lie countless tales of the neglect
and abuse of children. Those dol-
lars did not go for food, clothing,
shelter, education, medical care
and comforts. They did not foster
love—quite the. opposite. They
destroyed security, health and
happiness.

But, with all this drinking, tho
heredity of the children was not
changed by it and no imbeciles
resulted (provided, again, that
there was no feeble-mindedness
in either parent). Those factors
existing in both parents which,
when combined, give their baby
its mental and physical makeup,
are not affected by alcohol.
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