
Society News:

Norwegian Official
Honored at Embassy

Dean of Diplomats and His Wife
Hosts to More Than a Thousand

By Katharine M. Brooks
The Prime Minister of Norway

and Mrs. Oscar Torp were the
guests in whose honor their Am-
bassador and Mrs. Munthe de Mor-
genstierne gave a reception late
yesterday afternoon. Guests were
invited from 6 to 8 o’clock and
well before 6:15 the rooms were
well filled with representatives of
the many circles of Capital society.

The numbers who called attest
to the great popularity and graci-
ousness of the hosts who have
been here since June 1934. The
Ambassador, the first of his rank
in Washington, became the per-
sonal representative of his King in
May, 1942 after being minister
here for eight years.

The small handsomely paheled
drawing room was used to greet
the guests, the hostess standing
first with the Ambassador beside
her, then Mrs. Torp and the
Prime Minister at the end. Mrs.
Munthe de Morgenstierne wore a
frock of black faille, the full skirt
short and the bodice having a wide
fold of the material like a rolled
collar. Mrs. Torp chose gray chif-
fon, the waist sprinkled with tiny
rhinestones, and she wore pearl
earrings and pearls about her
neck.
Buffet in Dining Room

Guests, after greeting their
hosts, went into the large drawing
room where a bar was set up and
everywhere vases and low bowls
were filled with early autumn
blossoms in yellow and brown. In
the dining room there were two
buffet tables each laden with roast
turkeys and hams, bowls of salads
and many plates of dainty and de-
licious sandwiches. In the center
of one table was a whole salmon.
And by 6:30 o’clock only the bones
were left on the platters, all the
plates and bowls had been emptied
and butlers were busy replenishing.

Diplomats There
The Philippine Ambassador and j

Mrs. Carlos Romulo were among
the early arrivals as were the
Peruvian Ambassador and Senora
de Berckemeyer and they stood
and chatted in the large drawing
room. Handsome Mrs. Romulo
wore her native dress in a becom-
ing red striped Philippine material
and Senora de Berckemeyer, re-
cently back from Mexico and Cali-
fornia, looked very well in a smart-
ly tailored gunmetal faille frock
and close-fitting hat.

Indonesian Ambassador and
Mme. Sastroamidjojo were there,
the latter in her native dress of
handsome champagne color bro-
caded blouse and brightly hued
skirt. They met the Korean Am-
bassador and Mme. Yang in the
doorway qf the dining room and
stopped there for conversation.
Mme. Yang looked very youthful

in her black tailored dress with
white Peter Pan collar.

Greek Ambassador Athanase
Politis talked for some time in the
large drawing room with Mrs.
Morris Cafritz and also from the
diplomatic corps were Spanish

Ambassador Jose Felix Lequerica,
Austrian Ambassador and Mrs.
Max Loewenthal. who were among
the early arrivals, and the Thai-
land Ambassador and Mme. Sara-
sin.

French Ambassador Henri Bon-
net was among the late callers,
coming up the stairs just behind
Assistant Secretary of State and
Mrs. Howland H. Sargeant.

Luxembourg Minister and Mme.
Le Gallais received warm wel-
comes back by their wide circle of

Farewell Fete
For Beyens

A farewell dinner was held at
8 o’clock last evening in honor of
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Beyen. Hosts
for the black tie event, held at
the Wardman Park, were the
Managing Director of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and Mrs.
Ivar Booth.

Mr. Beyen is Minister of For-
eign Affairs of the Netherlands.
Among those who attended the
dinner were the executive direc-
tors of the International Mone-
tary Fund, who included Mr.
Jean de Largentaye, and Mrs. de
Largentaye; Mr. W. R. Natu, and
Mrs. Natu, and Mr. Octavio Para-
nagua, and Mrs. Paranagua.

Also. Mr. Nenad Popovic, Mr. A.
Z. Saad, and Mrs. Saad; Mr. Er-
nest de Selliers, Mr. Frank A.
Southard, and Mrs. Southard:
Mrs. Frank A. Southard, sr., and
Mr. Beue Tann, and Mrs. Tann.

Many alternate executive di-
rectors also were on hand to greet
the Beyens as well as staff mem-
bers.

Announcement
Miss Joan Wintermyer and Mr.

Albert Stanley were married on
September 19 at the St. John De
Baptist De Salle Church. The
couple went to New York City on
their honeymoon and will reside
in Washington upon their return.

friends. The Icelandic Minister
and Mrs. Thor Thors and the
Counselor of the Korean Embassy
and Mrs. Han, the latter in be-
coming red native dress, were
others in the large company.

Chief of Protocol John F. Sim-
mons was there and arriving early
was the Deputy Chief Raymond
D. Muir, both attending without
their wives.

Resident Society Represented
A large number of the guests

were from resident circles, again
attesting to the popularity of the
hosts in all circles of society in this
Capital. Mrs. Wade Hampton
Ellis, who came to Washington
with the late Mr. Ellis when he
became an Assistant Attorney
General, and has remained, was
warmly greeted by many friends
of long standing. Mrs. Snowden
Fahnestock and Mrs. McCeney
Werlich met in the dining room
and had a lusty conversation on
the present political situation.
Former United States Ambassador
to Chile and Mrs. Williams’ S. Cul-
bertson, she just back from St.
Louis, were there and also for-
mer United States Ambassador
to the Netherlands and Mrs. Stan-
ley K. Hombeck chatted with Mrs.
George C. Thorpe, who was tell-
ing enthusiastically of the cele-
bration this week for the Ameri-
can Automobile Association.

Mr. and Mrs. Walter R. Tucker-
man were among the early ar-
rivals and Mrs. Tuckerman held
court in the large drawing room
while he moved about the rooms
greeting old friends. Mrs. Fred A.
Britten, widow of the late Repre-
sentative Britten of Chicago was
there and also Miss Vera Bloom
daughter of the late Representa-
tive and Mrs. Sol Bloom.

Mr. and Mrs. James Lawrence
Houghteling attended the party
and Mr. and Mrs. Edward R.
Finkenstaedt and Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Carroll Glover were talk-
ing of the National Symphony
luncheon which took place today.
Col. and Mrs. M. Robert Guggen-
heim were warmly greeting many'
they hadn’t seen since spring.

Mr. and Mrs. George Maurice
Morris were in the large company
and also Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Mor-
ris. Mr. A. Marvin Braverman
was accompanied by his hand-
some mother. Mrs. Gilbert M.
Hitchcock sat near a window in
the large drawing room and Mr.
and Mrs. Emil Hurja were among
the early callers as were Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Burke, the latter
wearing a very becoming black
costume with close-fitting black
velvet hat.

Mr. Leander McCormick-Good-
hart was introducing his bride, the
former Miss Nina Kloeden of
Australia. She was hatless and
wore a hip-length cape of plati-
num fox fur over her light dress.
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. DIPLOMATIC SlXSOME—Assistant Secretary of State and Mrs. Henry Byroade (left) were among the many who turned
out last evening to attend the reception given by Norwegian Ambassador and Mrs. Munthe de Morgenstierne (center)

to honor Norway's visiting Prime Minister Oscar Torp and his wife (right). —Star Staff Photo.
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By Betty Beale
MADRID.—The new United

States Ambassador to Spain
Lincoln MacVeagh is the op-

posite type from his predecessor,
Stanton Griffis, except that they
are both men of ability and
neither is now married. The
easily met, enormously success-
ful businessman Ambassador
Griffis loved gayety, entertained
frequently and enjoyed consid-
erable popularity with Madrid
society.

Ambassador MacVeagh’s tastes,
on the other hand, are quieter
and more scholarly. Well liked
and highly respected by the
people who know him, he is,
nevertheless, still quite new to
most Spaniards as he only ar-
rived in Madrid last spring.
With a long record of ambassa-
dorial posts behind him, he
inspires confidence with his pro-
fessional calm.

Which brings to mind a com-
ment made by a young man on
his staff during his assignment
in Greece. “I don’t think, Mr.
Ambassador,” observed the young
diplomat, “that the Greeks are
politically sophisticated.” “My
dear boy,” replied MacVeagh,
“both words are Greek.”

Ambassador MavVeagh’s Ma-
drid residence is one of live sep-
arate buildings that currently
house the American Embassy in
the Spanish capital. Work has
already commenced, however, on

the construction of a combined
embassy and ambassador’s resi-
dence that will supplant the
present separated units. The
finished structure will be a
seVen-story office building with a
semidetached house for the
chief of mission, but it won’t be
completed till the end of 1953.

Spain is a man’s world and
there are no two ways about it.
Even the men admit it. You
see comparatively few women
on the streets here even in the
daytime, but there are always
large groups of men standing
about. In striking contrast to
the Paris scene, you sometimes
see every seat at a sidewalk case
occupied by a man. Women
keep pretty much to their homes
and to their social functions,
and very few women in the top
class hold any kind of jobs and
then only in very limited fields.

Dress Designer Pedro Rodri-
guez bewails the lack of any
fashion columns in the local
newspapers. Fashion is not in-
cluded, he says, because it is
looked upon as just feminine
stuff. When he and other lead-
ing designers recently held
showings of their collections
which drew fashion editors of
Vogue. Life and numerous otjier
United States publications, not
one word about them appeared
in Spanish newspapers!

Former Spanish Counselor in
Washington, handsome Pablo
Merry del Val, insists that
women get their way through

sheer feminine wiles, though he
admits that man is the legal
boss in Spain. A Spanish wom-
an can’t leave the country with-
out her husband’s permission,
and, what’s more surprising, she
can't even spend her own for-
tune if he says no, unless there
has been a premarital financial
agreement.

The Spanish men had better
brace themselves for a change,
though. When Spam gets back
into the family of modem Euro-
pean nations, the ladies are apt
to get liberated. Tourism is
apt to boost more cosmopolitan
customs, too, along with prices
including the lowest commodi-
ty—labor. Right now you can
hire 17 servants in Madrid for
the cost of one in Washington.
You can, that is, if you want
to take on the feeding of 17
people!

Incidentally, Senor Merry del
Val. who asked about all his
Washington friends, is out of
the diplomatic service and now
in private business.

A looksee in and about Ma-
drid involved: A bullfight in
the hill town of Espinar where
I saw Representative Prince
Preston at a ringside seat. The
Espinar ring was supposed to
offer the best fight that after-
noon, but people weren’t so
sure afterwards. Two men were
gored in the Madrid ring that
day, midst numerous close
shaves. . . . Cocktails at the
home of American Counselor

and Mrs. Ivan White, where I
ran into the Robert Newbegins
and Ralph Hiltons. The latter
two men are American Foreign

Service Inspectors who have
their sights currently turned on
Spain. . . . Dinner with the
Milton Rewinkels who are about
to leave for Bilbao, where he’ll
become consul. ... A culture-
seeking tour of El Greco’s fas-
cinating, walled, home <?ity of
Toledo where I bumped into
Capitalite Ann O’Brien also
seeking culture. .

.
. Hours of

traipsing through the remark-
able Prado Museum, which the
Spanish say is the finest in the
world. . .

. And a wide-eyed

view of the Romeria, the color-
ful religious festival at Escorial
where gypsies go and dance
and those who aren’t go dressed
as gypsies taking along meals
and the servants to cook them
for the long, gay day which
lasts from 6 in the morning till
after sundown. . . . And so it
goes.

As In Washington, the night-
life of social Madrid takes place
almost entirely in private homes.
Life in Madrid is easier than
in Washington but more con-
ventionalized and bearing the
serious influence of the church;
the social doings are far more
luxurious but just as frequent.
Twice as many tourists looking
for a place they can afford on
the high-priced continent will

discover Madrid’s charm next
year.
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Achesons Are Hosts
To Brazilian Guest

Australian Envoy Gives Reception;
Italian Admiral and Wife Honored

Secretary of State and Mrs.!
Dean Acheson entertained at din-
ner last evening at Blair Lee House
honoring the Brazilian Minister
of Finance and Mrs. Laser, and
Mr. Ary Torres, president of the
recently formulated National Bank
for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment of Brazil. The Brazilian
officials are here for a short visit
following the meetings of the
International Bank in Mexico and
are guests of the Ambassador, Mr.
Walther Moreira Salles, who also
was at the dinner last evening.

Others in the company included
Secretary of the Treasury and
Mrs. John W. Snyder, Chairman
of the Federal Reserve Board and
Mrs. William McChesney Martin,
jr.. Assistant Secretary of the
Treasury and Mrs. A. N. Overby,

and Assistant Secretaries of State
Willard L. Thorp and Edward G.
Miller, jr„ with Mrs. Thorp and
Mrs. Miller.

The president of the Inter-
national Bank for Reconstruction
and Development and Mrs. Eugene
R. Black were in the company
and others included the president

of the Export Import Bank and
Mrs. Herbert E. Gaston. Mr. J.
Burke Knapp of the Brazilian desk
in the State Department, and Mrs.
Knapp; Mr. and Mrs. Randolph
A. Kidder, Mr. and Mrs. Sterling
P. Cottrell and Mr. and Mrs. David
C. Acheson, son and daughter-in-
law of the hosts.
Australian Party

The Minister of Immigration
and Labor of Australia and Mrs.
Harold Holt are guests of the Am-
bassador, Sir Percy Spender for
several days this week. They are
on their way home from a tour of
Europe where the official went on
business for his country.

The Ambassador was host at a
late afternoon party yesterday en-
tertaining for his house guests.

The company numbered about 125
and included officials of the
United States Labor Department,
especially those having to do with
immigration; officials of the State
Department as well as chiefs of
diplomatic missions of the nations
in the British Commonwealth.

Italian Visitor Honored
The Chief of Naval Operations

and Mrs. William M. Fechteler
gave a reception early last eve-
ning honoring the Chief of Naval
Operations of Italy and Signora
Ferreri, who are here through this
week. The party was not very
large, guests numbering less than
100, and the hosts and their
honor guests received indoors at
the Admiral’s House at the Naval
Observatory.

Italian Charge d’Affaires and
Signora Luciolli were there and
also the chief of the Italian mili-
tary mission of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization and
Signora Gandini and Signora
Marras, wife of the Chief of Staff

!of the Italian Armed Forces and
their daughter, Signorina Maria
Marras.

Deputy Secretary of Defense
and Mrs. William C. Foster were
among the United States officials
at the reception and others in the
company included Undersecretary
of the Navy and Mrs. Francis P.
Whitehair, Assistant Secretary of
the Navy and Mrs. Herbert A.
Askins, and Assistant Secretary

and Mrs. John F. Floberg.
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff of the United States Forces
and Mrs. Omar N. Bradley were
others at the party. Mrs. Lemuel
C. Shepherd, jr., wife of the Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps was
a guest and others included the
Assistant Commandant and Mrs.
Gerald- C. Thomas, and the Direc-
tor of Central Intelligence and
Mrs. Walter Bedell Smith.
Luncheons Today

Admiral Ferreri was the guest of
honor at luncheon today of the
Naval Attache of the embassy,
Capt. Luca Goretti de’Flamini who
entertained a group of men in his
home.

Signora Ferreri was the guest
in whose honor Mrs. Fechteler en-
tertained at luncheon at the Chevy
Chase Club. Her other guests in-
cluded Signora Luciolli, Signora
Gandini and Signora Marras with
her daughter and daughter-in-
law, Signorina Marras and Sig-
nora Marras.

Mrs. Shepherd was there and
also Mrs. Francis S. Low, Mrs.
Mathias B. Gardner, Mrs. Thomas
S. Combs and Mrs. Thomas B.
Neblett, whose husband is the
United States escort for Admiral
Ferreri.
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