
Chances to Speak Language Few

GWU Starts New Class
In Russian Conversation

By Betty Miles
An unusual course will bow at

the George Washington University
on Monday when Mrs. Helen
Zhemchuzhnaya Yakobson intro-
duces a class in Russian conversa-
tion. This course will be added to
those in first and second year
Russian she has been teaching
there since February, 1951, the
first at the University since 1946
The classes are given for credit
In the daytime and evening.

Mrs. Yakobson, who worked for
the Voice of America for several
years, believes it is very important ]
for Americans to learn all they
can about the Soviet Union, the i
better to understand the people, '
their conditioning and reactions. 1
Knowledge of their language is, of i
course, a vital key to this. 1

“You learn to read a language 1
by reading it, to write it by writ-
ing it. But learning to speak Rus-
sian by speaking it presents a
problem,” Mrs. Yakobson, an
attractive, gray-eyed brunette,
pointed out, “since it is difficult
to find an opportunity to prac-
tice.”

Students of French and Italian
ean test their prowess when trav-
eling abroad, for example. But
travel in Russia is impossible. And
even those few Americans who are
stationed there have found them-
selves in a conversational vacuum.
Ambassador George Kennan. Mrs.
Yakobson said, speaks excellent
Russian, yet she noted in a recent
article that he said he has no op- 1
portunity to use it, since the peo- ]
pie simply will not talk to him.
Another American of her ac- 1
quaintance, as well as his wife, ]
took an intensive course in the
language before going to Russia
—only to find their facility slip-
ping through lack of practice.

An American citizen, Mrs. Ya-
kobson, born in St. Petersburg
(now Leningrad), was caught with
her family in the Russian revolu-
tion, where her father, a physi-
cian, and her mother, a biologist,
were placed under strict super-
vision and ordered to work for
the new regime.

A former patient of her father,
who had become a Red, helped j
him get a post in Manchuria in;
1926. Later, in 1931, they moved
to China.

Mrs. Yakobson came to this
country after her escape from
China in 1937 with her first hus-
band. an American, following the
outbreak of the Sino-Japanese
War.

Her experience in learning Eng-
lish, which she taught to herself
in China, helps her understand
her students’ problems. Mrs. Ya-
kobson doesn’t think it’s true that
Russian is a very difficultlanguage
to learn, however. Once one has
overcome the psychological bar-
rier imposed by the different al-
phabet things go quite smoothly,
she has found.

Russian is very closely related
to other Slavic languages, she ex- ¦
plained, and to French, too. It 1
assigns gender to all nouns, as
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French does, a process which many
English-speaking students find ir-

' ritating.
“Russian is what is called an

open language.” Mrs. Yakobson
explained. "It has a lot of vowel
sounds.”

Consequently one of her first
problems is to get her students
to open their mouths. The English
language does not encourage this.
She soon learned herself that each
language has its own pattern, and
that she couldn’t speak English as
she did Russian. Learning to say
the word “this”, for example,
proved quite a chore for her.

It’s literally a matter of retrain-ing the muscles, she explained.
Without this, one will never speak
without an accent. Her students
are given exercises to help them,
which she encourages them to
practice at home.

“After the first two weeks I’m
very happy when they report their

i jaw hurts,” she said, smiling. The
i students must learn to pronounce
consonants anew, too.

The course in conversation is
open to those who have had one
year of Russian, and who under-
stand Russian grammar. She plans
to set up typical “situations,” In
an office, in a restaurant, in which
the students will be required to
express themselves in Russian.
They will also enact dramatic
scenes.

“We will talk only in Russian,”
Mrs. Yakobson explained. “The
students will have to develop the
skill of being able to put across
their idea with a limited vocabu-lary. It will be quite some time
before they will have a vocabulary
in Russian as adequate as their

> own. It’s frustrating, but they will
i have to accept that fact.”

Last year, over 120 students were
enrolled in her classes. After a

. year or two of study, students may
; wish to specialize in one field, such

i as science or literature. Many peo-
ple told her they were taking her
course so they could read the
Russian masters in the original
language.

Mrs. Yakobson, who lives at 4414
Q street, N.W.. is the wife of the
chief of the Slavic Division and
senior specialist on Russia in the
legislative Reference Service of
the Library of Congress, and the
mother of 16-year-old Dennis and
11-year-old Natalie.

She is co-author of the text,
“Essentials of Russian”. The sec-
ond edition of this book was
adopted by the United StatesArmy and Navy Language Schdols
and by more than 62 universities
and colleges.

Announcement
Miss Mary Jean Smith, daughter

of Mr. and Mrs. Russell A. Smith,
was married recently at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Suffolk, Va.
to Mr. Walter Russell Pavelko, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Nickolas Pavelko
of Ashley, Pa. The Rev. John J.
Dock officiated at the ceremony.
The couple are now living in
Washington.
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COMMENT.
NEW IRON?

(Mrs. F. J. D„ Washington)
I’dlike to know from the lady

who stopped her Ironing, to
write her dislikes for the Indoor
dryer, Just what there is about
the dryer that wears out the
clothes.

I have been using a gas dryer
for almost two years and would
not do without one. For ten
years of our married life most
of the clothes were dried out-
side. When we talked about
getting the indoor dryer Iwant-
ed no part of it. I was raised
to believe that tilclothes should
be dried in the air and sunshine
and could not possibly believe
that they could be done other-
wise.

I was forced into buying one.
Due to a muddy yard, when we
moved into our new home, the
saving of time, not having to
wait for a good day and other
reasons too numerous to men-
tion, Ifinally got one. One fac-
tor I cannot resist mentioning
is this: We are still using most
of our linens, bath towels and
mats and other items, that had
been purchased or given to us
ten years before and after one
or two dryings* in the dryer they
began to look like new again.
Ifthere are certain items Ineed
in a hurry it takes less than an
hour to put them in my washer
and dryer and they are ready
for use.

Iwould not give Itup for any-
thing in the world. Every time
I use it lately, I want to know
what the lady who disliked her
dryer found to make them wear
out. Itdoes nothing more than
putting them in a revolving oven
and tumble them about until
dry. Ican find nothing to wear
them out. Furthermore, I’m
still using -the same linens and

they show no signs of wearing
out.

lam in need of a new iron. I
would like to hear relative mer-
its of them from readers. I
understand there is one iron
where the heating unit is in the
iron and that no cord is neces-
sary. Itis the cord that keeps
getting in my way even when I
use one of those gadgets that is
supposed to keep the cords out
of the way. I’m also thinking of
a steam iron even though there
is very little need of pressing in
our household. They say no
sprinkling is necessary.

* * •
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FRENCH FRIED ONIONS.
Mrs. E. S. 8., Quantico)

I’ve never seen an answer to
the lady’s request sometime ago
for French fried onions and sug-
gest that she try the following.
My husband experimented with
it first and strange to say—-
most of the onions were con-
sumed on a “testing” basis right
at the stove. My mouth waters
Just thinking about them. The
recipe is from the Better Homes
and Gardens.

Six medium sized bermuda
onions, milk, 2 beaten eggs,
flour, salt and pepper. Peel
onions; cut in slices;
separate in rings; cover with
milk and let stand 30 minutes.

Drain thoroughly; dip into
eggs, then into mixture of flour,
salt and pepper. Fry in hot
shallow fat until light brown
or in deep hot fat (375 de-
grees). Drain on absorbent
paper. Serve immediately.
Serves 8.

*** *

CHINTZ CURTAINS?
UNDECIDED?

(Mrs. C. F. C., Washington)
My mother has a darling chintz

print pair of curtains in her
kitchen. Hesitating to wash
them she sent them to the dry
cleaners. They were returned to
her without the glaze—and with
little tiny bubbles all over the
surface of the material. Does
any one know how she can get
the glaze back on the curtains?

We have a 6x9 cotton loop
rug in beige color. Is it prefer-
able to have these rugs cleaned
or should I request shampooing?
I should appreciate any com-
ments you may have.

** * *

CORRECT WORDS.
(C. W. W., Londoner Hills)

I believe the following are the
correct words to the poem which
you requested, Mrs. J. F. K.,
Silver Spring.

BLESBINGS.
Count your ctrden by the flower*,

Never by the leavee that fail;
Count your days by golden hour*.Don’t remember clouds at all!

Count your night by atars, not ahadows;Count your life by smiles, not tears.And on this and each tomorrow.Count your age by friends, not yean.
—John R. McCrUUs.

QUERIES? .

(Mrt. L. Alexandria)

I would like to know how to
remove rust stain from a white
cotton blouse caused by hang-
ing on a metal clothes hanger.
I have tried several times by
soaking it in a well-known
bleach but Ican’t remove it.

Also, I would like some sug-
gestions on what to do with the
line on a corduroy skirt left by
letting the hem down, and the
side seams out.

Does any one know where I
might obtain a knitting pattern

in size 46 for a man’s sweater,
open down the front and sleeve-
less.

Aren’t we lucky to be able to
turn to our good neighbors and
friends for information like we
want and know they can
answer us without fear of any
kind.

Would like some suggestions
on what to put in the lunch
box besides the old standby of
sandwiches, etc.

SOLUTION TO PROBLEM.
(Mrs. E. W„ Washington)

Mrs. D. J. N., Lewisdale: We
had the same trouble with our
crystal and chrome cocktail
shaker. Hold the metal part
under the hot water tap for a
second or two and then lift
off. Hie metal- heats quicker
than the glass and expands be-
fore the glass does. Do not
hold too long as then the glass
will also have expanded. Water
must be hot but, of course, not
steaming.

In the future don’t press them
on so tightly and they won’t
stick, although I had to use
the hot water treatment sev-
eral times before I discovered
just how loose to leave the
tops to prevent their sticking.

Readers 7 Clearing House
DIFFERENT SANDWICHES.

RAFFIA?
(Mrt. F. S. N., Arlington)

If the lady who wanted to
know about making different
sandwiches will write to the
Good Housekeeping Magazine,
Fifty-seventh and Eighth ave-
nue. New York 1», N. Y.. I am
sure they will be glad to send
her a large number of sandwich
recipes.

I believe that there is a small
charge for the booklet. I have
forgotten just which month they
appeared but do know that It is
within the past year. I also be-
lieve that the McCall’s magazine
featured sandwiches in the past
year. If she does not care to
write to these magazines Asking
about them she could go to her
library and look at the backcopies until she found them. Iam sorry that I cannot remem-
ber the issue that they were in.

Does any one know where
raffia might be obtained in
colors. I have tried the hobby
shops but have had no success.

By Muriel Nissen
DEAR MISS NISSEN: For the

past two and a half years I have
been going steady. In the near fu-
ture Iplan to go to college several
hundred miles away where I will
live on the campus. However, my
boy friend objects and says if I
really loved him I would change
my plans. I could go to a college
close enough so that I could live
at home. He thinks I should do so
and save money for our marriage.
Do you think his ideas are right?

REN
ANSWER: I think a boy who

is more concerned over the money
you can save than over the educa-
tion you receive is a questionable
matrimonial prospect. Ifhe is will-
ing to sacrifice your best interests
now, what do you thing your
chances are of having any inde-
pendence after marriage? Think
it over.

DEAR MISS NISSEN: I have
been married eleven years and
have two children. Since my hus-
oand came home from service, he
has changed considerably, but I
have been able to manage with

Problems Today
him. However, three weeks ago bis

e mother was found dead, which wasa severe shock to him. Since thenB he has done nothing but sit
- around; I can’t get him to talk
1 »t all. MRS. M. D.
1 ANSWER: Give your husbandr time to recover from his mother’s

[ passing; one doesn’t recover from
> so severe a shock in a short time,s If the difficulty continues, I sug-

. gest that you have him see a psy-
, chiatrist. The Veterans’ Adminls-
. tration will suggest one for you.

t ¦¦¦¦*¦ ¦ ¦

DEAR MISS NISSEN: My

i mother insists that I be home at
ten o’clock when I have a date.
My boy friend’s father gets home
late so we never can get ah early
start for the movies, ball game or
other activity. Even thirty min-
utes extra would help.

BEVERLY
ANSWER: Ten-thirty is hot an

unreasonable hour for home-com-
ing, but the extra thirty minutes
probably .wouldn’t satisfy you very
long. Couldn’t the boy’s family

make a concession on the other
side of the program, and let him
out a bit earlier?
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