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SUNDAY, September 28, 1952

A Capital Rebuilding Program
An excellent report from the Citizens’ Ad-

visory Committee on Public Works has been
placed in the hands of the Commissioners. It is
printed in today’s Star. It should be read and
understood by residents of Washington and the
Metropolitan Area of which Washington is. the
hub. For it presents a choice between alterna-
tives that must be clear if the choice is to be a
wise one.

One choice is to disregard the report and its
recommendations and to put it on a shelf with
other discarded reports; accept as inevitable and
therefore unpreventable an intensification of
current trends. These trends are already evident.
They are illustrated by a steadily increasing bur-
den of local taxation, without the compensating
public improvements for which taxes are levied.
They are found in streets, highways and bridges
already partially inadequate for the load they
must carry today; wholly inadequate for the
future. They are seen in lack of parking facilities
and snarled traffic. They are indicated by a
water and sewerage system that cannot meet all
of current demands and will deteriorate unless
expanded. They are reflected in crowded
schools, in disgraceful welfare institutions. And
they are accompanied by an exodus of a tax-
paying, self-supporting population from the city
into the suburbs; an exodus that carries its
warning of future blighted areas within the
city, marked by unproductive and festering
slums that will reduce this city to a mockery as
a National Capital.

The other choice is to correct what is wrong
by a realistic method of doing what needs to be
done in public works—the provision of an ade-
quate highway and street system, the provision
of adequate off-street parking facilities, the
construction of more bridges, the expansion and
modernization of the water and sewerage systems
—in short, the adoption of a public-works pro-
gram that can be financed without imposition of a
tax burden so heavy that it will upset the
economic stability of the city. That is the chief
proposition to which the report of the Citizens’
Advisory Committee on Public Works addresses
Itself. If followed, its recommendations would do
much to reverse dangerous trends.

But the implications of this report and
recommendations are even broader than the
specific proposals outlined in the report. For if
the spirit of this report is accepted by Washing-
ton and by Congress, if the money required to
finance it is made available by a combination of
higher water and sewerage taxes, non-interest
bearing Federal loans, or advances, and outright
grants by the Federal Government, it will signal
the beginning of a long-delayed renascence in
the development of the most beautiful capital
city in the world. It will mean a rededication
of the principle of partnership and joint responsi-
bility between the Washington community and

the National Government in the re-creation of the
Capital. It willmake possible and facilitate other
steps in the redevelopment of run-down areas of
the city, and arrest the spread of their blighting
effects on the city as a whole.

The nub of the public-works program itself
Is the financing. What needs to be done can
never be done from current revenue. It cannot
be done by local taxation alone. For the re-
quired amount of local taxation, if the public-
works program were to be financed from that
source alone, would in itself produce an economic
blight that would defeat the purpose of the
public-works program. The financing must be

made possible by loans and grants that recognize
the National Government's own stake in the
development of its Capital City.

It has been the failure, by Congress, to
recognize that obligation in the past 30 years
that makes necessary the financing plan recom-
mended by the citizens’ committee. Had Con-
gress retained, after 1925, the principle of
appropriating for the Capital on a 60-40 basis,
there would have been available, over the past
27 years, a total additional revenue of S4OB
million. But instead of 40 per cent, the Federal
payment has sunk, in the current year, to 8.2
per cent. The unmet needs represented in the
public-works program are roughly estimated to

cost something in excess of $319 million. Part
of this amount, if it is to be supplied, must come
from Treasury advances, to be repaid in install-
ments without interest, and from outright

grants. The taxable area in Washington is now
only 48 per cent of its total land area. Fifty-two
per cent of that area is now tax exempt.

But it is within the District of Columbia, the

central core of the Metropolitan Area, that
tremendously expensive facilities must be pro-
vided to meet the needs, not merely of local
residents, but of the more than 660,000 people
living beyond the District’s non-extensible
boundaries. Highway improvements and more

bridges are not required merely for the people
who live in Washington and pay local taxes.

They are needed for those who work in Washing-

ton and reside in the outlying area. There are
more automobiles registered in this outlying part
of the Metropolitan Area than there are in
Washington itself.

The recommended public-works program
will, of itself, mean higher local taxes. Higher
water taxes and a new sewer tax are recom-

mended in the report. These, plus the already
heavy existing local taxes, would pay a large

. share of the public-works program. And these
higher taxes will place Washington among the
most highly taxed communities of the United
States. But the expenditures represented in the
public-worAS program would have the additional
effect of maintaining local sources of taxation,
while arresting the creation of blighted areas
that reduce such sources. Under the haphazard
and unimaginative system of annual appropria-
tions for the District followed for the past 30
years, the effect has been to add tax on tax while
accumulating the unmet needs represented in the
public-works program.

The Star congratulates Chairman Francis G.
Addison and his fine committee of representative

Washingtonians who have prepared this report
It intends to report and to explain the details
of the recommendations and plans as they are
made available. It hopes to play some helpful
part in keeping the community informed of the
importance of carrying out those recommenda-
tions. The work of this citizens’ committee has
been characteristic of the work of Washing-
tonians, in behalf of the Nation’s City, since the
Federal Government chose this location as its
seat of government. The Star notes with grati-
fication that there are plans to continue the life
of this or a comparable citizens’ committee, to
make it a helpful participant in the important
task of convincing Congress as to the necessity
for taking the steps that only Congress can take.

A new Congress and a new administration
that takes over early in 1953 must be convinced
of the opportunity to begin the long-neglected
task of rebuilding and redeveloping this Capital
on the magnificent foundations that now exist.

Mr. Zarubin's Great Goal
Georgi Zarubin, the new Soviet Ambassador

to the United States, has a magnificent oppor-
tunity to make a major contribution to world
peace.

Indeed, Mr. Zarubin already has “dedicated”
himself to this worthy cause in advising President
Truman that “all my activities as Ambassador
... will be devoted to the strengthening of peace
and co-operation between our countries.” To
assist him in this task, the new envoy asked
“the necessary understanding and assistance
from you.” Mr. Truman assured him, in turn,
that these peaceful desires will be “reciprocated
and supported” both by the Government and the
people of the United States.

Unfortunately for both Mr. Zarubin’s ex-
pressed sentiments and for the hopes of the
genuinely peace-loving world, there are certain
facts of recent history and circumstances of
contemporary international behavior that com-
plicate the problem. The Ambassador is well
aware that his government and the Communist
Party which controls it have not distinguished
themselves in the postwar years by any devo-
tion to “peace and co-operation.” They have,
in fact, given a completely opposite impression
and Mr. Zarubin himself has made significant
contributions to this very picture.

Mr. Zarubin’s government and political party
hold their own nationals in virtual slavery. To
almost an equal degree they have captured
through political, economic and military force
the populations of numerous adjoining countries
in Europe and Asia. They have instigated a war
in Korea at considerable cost to their Asiatic
satellites and to the free world, but at no evident
cost to themselves. They have intensified their
efforts at political subversion in many other
countries not now within their control. They
have sabotaged, or greatly impaired, the
principle of international co-operation as em-
bodied in the United Nations. They have chosen
as their No. 1 target the United States, and
their slander and vilification of the American
people, the American Government and the indi-
vidual leaders of America have known no bounds
of truth and reason.

Mr. Zarubin’s one touch of vehemence in
his encounter with reporters at the White House

was a categorical denial that the Communist
press has been engaging in a “hate America”
campaign. Perhaps Mr. Zarubin has not spent
sufficient time reading the Communist press, or
perhaps the subtleties of the denunciations of the
“American beasts and warmongerers” have been
lost upon him.

Mr. Zarubin is affiliated with a political party
committed to precipitating a world revolution.
The principal instrument of that party today is
the Soviet government and the power which it
commands in the resources of its subservient
people and its subservient satellites. Any effort
which Mr. Zarubin might make in this country

for the “strengthening of peace and co-operation”
will be welcomed here and he may be assured
of the “necessary understanding and assistance.”
His best starting point, however, would be to
attempt to revise the thinking and intentions
of his masters in Moscow.

The Bible Now
The people of the United States will be

celebrating their Bible this week. Regardless of
particular denominational associations, they
will unite in re-afflrming the importance of the
Scriptures in their national life. They are intent
upon emphasizing the fact that American society,
American culture and American idealism are
founded upon the Book of Books.

This, of course, is not new. The earliest
Colonists brought copies of the Holy Word with
them and accepted its guidance in their pioneer
institutions and enterprises. If they occasionally
misinterpreted particular passages, the effects of
their allegiance to the Gospels generally were
good and helpful. The community ethics and
morals which they developed on the basis of
the Old and the New Testaments found formal
expression eventually in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the Federal Constitution. We are
a democratic people, flourishing under republican
routines of government, because our ancestors,
ifnot ourselves, accepted the Bible as an inspira-
tion and a law.

Now we are to have a new version of the
Scriptures. It represents the latest scholarship
and corrects many errors in the text. Thousands
of people will read it with new zeal'because it is
modern. Others, it may be expected, will retain
the older editions, if only because they are
accustomed to them. In either case, what
matters is that in an age of rampant material-
ism the Bible not only survives, but actually
advances. The impact of events in the experi-
ence of living generations has directed the
national public to new goals, new objectives, new
conceptions of the Kingdom of God upon earth.

In Washington all churches and synagogues
will observe this week of worship and prayer in
the Scriptural tradition. A mass meeting will
be held at the National Guard Armory under
the auspices of the National Council of Churches
of Christ and the Washington Federation of
Churches tomorrow night, and a convocation and
bibliographic exhibition has been arranged at
the Library of Congress when the postage stamp
commemorating the 500th anniversary of the
Gutenberg Bible will be released on Tuesday.
There will be many other gatherings, other
displays of a religious and historical character,
television and radio programs and special
features in the press relating to the celebration.
Perhaps this year’s activities will lead to similar
programs in years to come. One week of em-
phasis on the Bible out of each series of 52 seems
little enough in such circumstances as prevail
throughout the world in the middle of the 20th
century.

The disclosure that Americans, too, spend
more than they earn makes it just about unani-
mous. Everybody is living beyond our means.

We are again reminded, by the Secretary of
Defense, that weakness never led to peace. The
long hunt therefore resumes for something that
does.

Spires of the Spirit

Book of the Ages—R.S.V.
The book of books which William E.

Gladstone called “the impregnable rock
of Holy Scripture” has come to another
notable, landmark of its long history.
That immortal volume, which really is
a library between the same covers and
which is an anvil on which many
hammers of attack have been worn
marches with new banners to meet this
epochal day. Not to be interested, yea,
mightily moved by the signifiance of’
September 30, 1952, is to classify oneself
as a spiritual illiterate. The publication
on that date of the R. S. V.—the Re-
vised Standard Version of the Bible—is
an event of such outstanding importance
to all the. world as, by comparison, to
shrink into triviality the vociferous in-
trusions which too often capture the
day’s headlines. The inspired and in-
spiring truths of this Book of the Ages
are of such magnitude and magnificence
as to make the contemporary expedi-
encies of politicians and the strutting
pride of dictators microscopic, crude,
vulgar and pathetic. To miss the sig-
nificance of this latest Bible translation
is to be blind to the inspiring mean-
ing of one of the greatest events since
any one reading these lines began this
mortal life. It has to do with a book
already translated in more than 1,100
languages and dialects.
/ * *

As an antidote to the malignant, in-
trenched evil blighting the earth and
which Christianity now confronts, 20
million copies of the book are distributed
every year. Skyscrapers seem vividsym-
bols of our mammon-mad materialism
and of acquisitive ambitions cursed by
secularism. But this initial printing of
the R. S. V. translation, in which will
be used a thousand tons of paper and
2,000 gallons of ink, will fashion the
building blocks for the highest sky-
scraper in the world. Stacked in one
pile, the Bibles which now will begin
to pour out of the presses in what prob-
ably is the largest edition of any book
in publishing history, would tower sky-
ward 21 miles.

The last day of September in this year
of our Lord will mark an event which
ranks with the emancipating day when
Jerome sent out his translation of the
Scripture in the language which was
upon human lips as the fifth century
began; and when Wycliffe, in contem-
porary 14th century English, gave the
words of life in the tongue which Shake-
speare and Milton were later to glorify;
or, as when, a decade before the Pilgrims
moored their barque on the wild New
England shore, that immortal group of

devoted scholars in England gave to the
centuries the King James Version, with
whose sonorous music generations have
been cradled and raised. Its phrases
have been woven like threads of gold
through the noblest utterances of liter-
ature and statemanship. It has con-
fronted the ages as inspirer and Judge
and has given conscience a new vocabu-
lary. And now, in the spirit of the King
James translators, a group of our con-
temporaries, after long, exacting toil-
some falling on sleep before the end-
ure saying, “Itis finished!” After intense
concentration for a dozen years these
devout scholars bow gratefully at the
altar of God who speaks through the Old
and New Testaments, and, kneeling, of-
fer this petition; “It is our earnest
prayer that this Revised Standard Ver-
sion of the Bible may be used by God to
speak to men in these momentous times
and to help them to understand and be-
lieve and obey His word.” And so, 1952
will stand out, for perhaps centuries to
come, as the date when with more exact
scholarship, with new manuscripts and
measurements of-value, with fuller light
of knowledge, men of the 20th century
have done for their day what their pred-
ecessors did for theirs in the 17th cen-
tury.

In this new translation archaic
phrases, which often distort the original
meaning, make way for living English.
Hundreds of words used in the King
James Version which, in modern speech,
have lost their original luster, give way
to 20th century speech. Inaccurate
translations, often giving an entirely er-
roneous idea of what the Biblical writer
really said, are changed to mirror the
word he uttered. But the Cathedral of
the Divine Revelation will not seem

Letters to The Star..
Protest Against Segregation

As a Negro-American, I was confront-
ed on September 14 with a situation
that makes it all too clear why a doc-
trine as full of ideals, opportunities and
general well-meaning as the democratic
doctrine of our country is not accepted
as rapidly as we would like by other
countries of the world. It is a great,
doctrine, but a false doctrine. A doc-
trine on paper only, a doctrine that
is not practiced in the country that
mothered it.

I had been informed by well-meaning

sources that a local theater chain had
adopted an inter-racial policy. My

husband and I were celebrating our
wedding anniversary and decided that
we would like to see a movie playing at
only one theater in* this city. Not wish-
ing to be embarrassed, we called the
main office of the Loew’s Theaters and
were informed that an inter-racial pol-
icy did exist. You can imagine our dis-
gust when we were refused admission to
the Capitol Theater.

I immediately called the Loew’s office
again and asked whether an inter-ra-
cial policy existed. I was again told yes,
but in answer to my question (a bit
delayed) as to whether Negroes were
included in this policy, I was told in no
uncertain terms that the policy was in-
ter-racial, inter-racial for all except
Negroes.

One wonders whether It is a crime
to be an American Negro. I always was
puzzled as a college student when dark-
skinned classmates from foreign coun-
tries could venture forth in all parts of
the city with no fear of embarrass-
ment, because they were not American
Negroes.

I also am angered quickly by the fact
that foreigners from countries that re-
cently have been engaged in killing
American youth are readily accepted in
all areas of this city and country. The
ever-loyal American Negro, however, is
shoved back into his ghetto and prison-
like existence as soon as he is out of
uniform.

It appears quite plain to me why our
country finds itself in the position of
having to totally support European and

other countries to keep them as our
allies and friends and to prevent them
from accepting a doctrine that we know
to be inferior.

We are preaching a doctrine of world
democracy, affirming that all men are
created equal and that equal opportun-
ities are afforded all, that is not prac-
ticed here in our own country.

Until such time as Negroes, as a race,
gain first class citizenship, until such
time as this nonsensical and expensive
system of segregation is abolished in
our Nation’s Capital and elsewhere, our
country will remain in the position of
having to buy friends.

This seems such a pity. Ifour dem-
ocratic principles were actually put into
practice, we would have allies running
toward us, rather than having to run
after them.

Bette L. Catoe, M. D.
(Mrs. Warren J. Strudwick)

Low Teacher Morale
This September the morale of the

teachers in the white schools (Division
I) has sunk to a new low. Why? Be-
cause. as a result of the last-minute
transfer of 45 senior and junior high
school teachers back to junior highs and
elementary schools, many alarming
questions and doubts have disturbed the
teachers in all schools. With the aris-
ing of these questions and doubts, at-
tention is riveted on the superintendent
and his associates in the Franklin Ad-
ministration Building.

First of all, why were these 45 teach-
ers reassigned to new schools without
either their consent or that of their
supervisors and principals. Two days

before the regular faculty meetings,
preceding the opening of school, each of
these teachers received a telegram, fol-
lowed by a letter, stating that he had
been transferred and urging him to ac-
cept the “temporary assignment” “pro-
fessionally.” The reason given for the
transfer was the need to shunt salaries
from Division I to Division 11, or the
Negro schools.

No informed teacher would resent the

Fifty Years Ago in The Star . . .

Fifty years ago, September 24, the
death of Maj. John Wesley Powell was

announced. He was age-
Mojor Powell ologist, an anthropologist,

Dies an ethnographist and also
a soldier, an administra-

tive officer and a practical philosopher
of distinction. To him was due the
systematic exploration of large areas of
“the wild West.” He led the first party
to pass through the Grand Canyon of
the Colorado. Then he was the organ-
izer and second director of the United
States Geological Survey between 1879
and 1894. Meanwhile, he established
and directed the Bureau of Ethnology
of the Smithsonian Institution. A plain
man, “homely as Socrates,” he never-
theless was exceedingly popular with
all classes of people. He sponsored the

scientific activities of scores of younger
persons. Having lost his right arm in
the Battle of Shiloh in the Civil War,
he had a ready sympathy with others
who were crippled and helped them
generously. It was characteristic that
he gave away most of his own scien-
tific collections and worked for the
Government generally without salary.

He founded the Cosmos Club and was
its first president. The list’ of his writ-
ings runs to hundreds of titles. Among
his monuments is the word “Amerind.”
which he invented to designate the
American Indian. The obituary articles
about Maj. Powell, printed in The Star
on September 24, 25 and 26. 1902, still
are important sources of biographical
data concerning him.

* *

Featured in The Star for October 3,
1902, was an account of the dedication

of the Thomas Phillips
Morgan School Morgan Public School

Dedicated on California avenue
between Florida avenue

and Eighteenth street. Washington
1 Heights. “The spirited singing of patri-

otic songs by bright-faced children” and
“speeches filled with encouragement,
congratulation and eulogy” marked the
occasion. Palms and American flags dec-
orated the building. Many parents and
friends attended the ceremonies. J.
Holdsworth Gordon presided, and the
orators included Commissioner H. B. F.
MacFarland, Dr. A. P. Fardon, Superin-
tendent of Schools A. T. Stuart and
Thomas P. Morgan, son of the Commis-
sioner for whom the building was named.
A portrait of Major Morgan was pre-
sented by his little granddaughter, Mar-
gery McLeod. The exercises closed with
the singing of “The Star-Spangled
Banner”.

* *

The Star of September 29, 1903, re-
ported. “Between $5,000 and $7,000

worth of White
White House House furni-

Furnishings Destroyed ture was de-
stroyed by fire

yesterday morning about 7 o’clock. The
furniture was in storage in the uphol-
stering establishment of A. E. Kennedy,
1016 Connecticut avenue. Curtains, plate-
glass mirrors and portiers were among
the articles destroyed. Mr. Kennedy

does the upholstering work for the White
House. When the furniture was taken
from the mansion prior to the beginning
of the work of enlarging and repairing
the building, Mr. Kennedy took all that
was in need of repairing and also some
of the other property for its safe keep-
ing. Most of the work had been done,
and the furniture would have been ready
for use in a few days. A large proportion
of it was stored in the back room of
Mr. Kennedy’s place of business, and it
was in this room that the blaze started.
The origin of the fire is unknown. An
alarm was promptly turned in from
Box 34, but hy the time the flrefoen
reached the scene the flames had gained

By Frederick Brown Harris
Minister, Foundry Methodist Church;

Chaplain. United States Senate

strange to those who enter it through
the door of the R. S. V. Itwill still be the
loved and familiar shrine it has ever
been; but some ancient windows have
been cleared of that which clogged their
transparency; some opaque spots have
been made opalescent; some new win-
dows with flaming effulgence have been
installed, as new glory gilds the sacred
page.

This Revised Standard Version, with
its new light for our day, is a triumphant
signal that the Bible has emerged from
the crucible of modern, scientific criti-
cism with its gold intact and purified.
All that has been done is to burn away
the rubble of man’s mistaken ideas about
the Bible and to let this marvel of
revelation speak for itself, as dead
tongues live. To the modern mind its
uniqueness is magnified, its awe and
wonder intensified. Here are not sepa-
rate sentences on which to float dead
dogmas, but wide spaces swept by moral
and spiritual currents bringing life and
healing and redemption.

* *

We see now as never before that we
have “this treasure in earthen vessels.”
But out of the very muck and mud of
striving, struggling humanity there
bursts the fragrant water lily of God’s
eternal revelation. And so here is
America’s ultimate answer to the blatant
atheism now rampant in the world. That
answer is not a bomb, but a book. From
this date the new rendering of the Bible
message deserves by popular use to be
the authorized version.

Here trumpets are blowing, warning
that there are moral laws which nations
can break only to find that they are
ground to powder by the overwhelming
forces they have denied and defied. Here
is the assurance that God and His truth
cannot be defeated and that while His
will may be postponed, at last it will be
done on the earth as it is in heaven.
Here is the reservoir of power available
to turn the wheels of the vast and com-
plicated machinery of the world in which
we live. Here is the nourishing food to
make men and women strong enough
and great enough to save civilization
from a sort of mechanical suicide.

This moment, in history is ripe and
ready for a new reading and study of
the Bible. This monumental achieve-
ment, the Revised Standard Version,
moves with confidence into the battle of
the ages, twixt the darkness and the
light. And, as we sea His banners go,
upon them are inscribed the device R.
S. V., which can be interpreted: Reverent,
Scholarly and Vital.

Pen-names may be used if letters carry
writers’ correct names and addresses.
All letters are subject to condensation.

need to equalize the teacher loads in the
two school divisions. What he does re-
sent is the manner in which the first
transfers were mdde.. These reassigned
teachers were ordered to give up the
jobs that they preferred and for which
they were best qualified by years of spe-
cial training. Many of them had car-
ried, besides their regular teaching as-
signments, a burden of extra-curricular
activities which consumed much addi-
tional tithe and for which they received
no more pay. In many cases, they were
some of the most valued people on their
school faculties and had had "superior”
ratings. Does this mean that the reward
for conscientious work is demotion and
that the rating system in the District
schools is a farce?
"Another source of anxiety is caused

from the fact that these “downgraded”
teachers can get no assurance as to
when these “temporary” jobs will end.
In fact, with Hobart M. Corning, Super-
intendent of Schools, as the possibly un-
intentional origin of the source, a
“whispering campaign” has already
started, implying that the reassigned
teachers were incompetent. Dr. Com-
ing refused to release the names of the
teachers to newspapers on September 16
on the grounds that they might be "em-
barrassed” jf he did; hence the rumor.
If any embarrassment is in order, it
should be with the top officials who have
handled this whole situation in such an
unprofessional way.

Now the shadow of the loss of their
regular jobs hovers over all teachers.
All of them know that this problem,
arising from mounting enrollments in
the Negro schools, hasn’t sprung up
overnight. Had the superintendent and
his immediate assistants recognized ear-
lier the problem made apparent by
available enrollment statistics and grad-
ually started the transfer of the salaries
of retiring white teachers to the Negro
schools, the present snarl would not
have resulted. Must some of the hardest
working teachers in the school system
suffer because of the procrastination of
school officials in facing obvious prob-
lems?

Teachers’ Friend.

considerable headway. They were not
able to save the furniture, but did suc-
ceed in preventing the destruction of the
building. The damage to the structure is
estimated at about $500.”

* *

In the society column of The Star on
September .27, 1902, there was an ac-

count of the party given
Sue V. Hess' for Sue V. Hess on her

Party fourteenth birthday. The
scene of the festivities

was the family home. 237 Ninth street
Southeast, Among the guests were:
Adele Torrence, Myrtle Scofield, Alice
Oxley, Madge and Genevieve Staley,
John and Edith Martyn, Lamont Pyles,
Mary Boyd, Raymond Clark, Fannie
and Katie House, Ethel Harris, Walter
Jones, Sydney and John Hooe. Sue grew
up to teach school in Virginia, then to
serve in the Veterans’ Administration
and more recently in the Civil Service
Commission. She retired last spring.

Long a singer in different church choirs,
her principal avocation now is reading
history and biography. It happens that
she is a relative of Gen. Dwight D.
Eisenhower and at the moment she is
studying family records. Her home now
is at 2912 Rittenhouse street N.W., where
her sister, Mrs. Edgar A. Sexsmith, also
lives.

* *

On October 2,1902, The Star told how
“there was a wild scene of disorder in

the City Post Office yester-
Post Office day morning just after the

Fight carriers assembled for
duty. Joseph Van Fleet, the

assistant superintendent of the free de-
livery, was attacked by St. Cloud Am-
brose. a carrier, and the two engaged in

a very well-matched fisticuff. This com-
bat was the result of an altercation that
was begun on the previous day. On Tues-
day, when Ambrose reported for duty,

Republicans Profiting
From Nixon Incident

Writers See Democrats Hurt
By Their Own Attack -

By Frank R. Kent
It goes to show that in politics as

well as in many other fields of human
endeavor, “you never can tell.” For
right now it appears that the “Nixon
disclosures” over which the Democrats
had been so jubilant and which corre-
spondingly distressed the friends of Gen.
Eisenhower have become a political
asset instead of the devastating liability
for the Republican ticket they seemed.
They were designed to destroy; they
seem to have rehabilitated.

In other words, it is possible the pro-
Eisenhower journalistic warriors who so
quickly echoed the partisan demand of
Democratic officials that Senator Nixon,
having committed an unpardonable im-
propriety, be dropped as the Eisenhower
running mate and that Ike repudiate
him forthwith, may have made a very
bad guess themselves and be feeling

considerable discomfort in view of the
overwhelming public sentiment mani-
fested against that idea. Developments
of the last few days would more or less
indicate that.

First, of course, is the fact that Sen-
ator Nixon’s remarkably moving speech
eliminated from the minds of the people
all question of his personal integrity.
Almost no one who listened to that
speech could cherish a doubt of the
complete integrity of the man. Except
among the more violent partisans, his
character was re-established. You could
believe he had made a mistake. You
could disapprove of the thing he had
done. You could even detect some corn
in his defense speech. . But you had to
believe in his complete honesty—and
cleanness. That was the practically
unanimous reaction—and that was the
big thing.

* *

Second, there was the extraordinary

favorable response from the public all
over the country, the countless tele-
grams and letters that swamped the
Western Union, the Republican National
Committee and the Eisenhower head-
quarters. These evidenced a good deal
more than approval of the Nixon speech.
They evidenced a deep popular sym-
pathy which practitioners of politics re-
gard as one of the most potent forces
in their profession. The spectacle of this
able, decent young man and his wife,
so obviously thrilled by the honors that
had come to them, baring the most inti-
mate facts of their financial life, making

a desperate and courageous fight to
avert the ruin that threatened, moved
vast numbers of people in their favor.
There can be no doubt of that. Perhaps
certain flaws in the Nixon defense can
be picked and will be expanded, but the
zest of the attack has disappeared and
its continuation will be difficult with a
Nixon, vindicated in the eyes of the
people, and again able to assail admin-

istration corruption and Communist in-
filtration.

There is, too. the tremendous impact
of Gen. Ike’s wholehearted indorsement
which came after a period of deep
disturbance, reflection and urgent advice
from some exceedingly close to him to
throw his colleague overboard. Add all
this up and it rather justifies the view

that the whole episode has made Senator
Nixon stronger tnao oexore, actually
bettered the Repuotican wtospecis. When
the purpose of the disclosures is con-
sidered, this is ironic indeed. The argu-

ment is that the attack on Nixon came
from the extreme left-wing press, which
hated him because but for his determi-
nation and persistence Alger Hiss would
have escaped indictment. Certainly the
charges were first printed in an ex-
tremely left-wing New York paper,
which had been violently anti-Nixon
from the start.

* *

The point is now being made that per-

haps the person who emerges least well
from the Nixon charges is the very per-
son who was supposed to profit most by

it—to wit. Gov. Stevenson. It is true
that when first the Nixon charges were
made Gov. Stevenson somewhat unc-
tuously said, “We must not condemn
until all the facts are known.” That, of
course, seemed very noble, indeed, but
not when contrasted with the almost
simultaneous statement of his hand-
picked chairman of the National Com-
mittee, Stephen Mitchell, who made a
vicious attack upon Mr. Nixon for im-
proper and unethical conduct and de-
manded that he be dropped immediately.
Now, Mr. Mitchell is not only Gov.
Stevenson’s hand-picked chairman but
he is one of his oldest and most intimate
personal friends. Their relations are so
close that it is incredible that Mr. Stev-
enson did not know what Mr. Mitchell
was going to say on this subject and
that Mr. Mitchell did not know what
Gov. Stevenson was going to say. It,
therefore, is possible to give Mr. Stev-
enson credit for extreme political
shrewdness for his broad and tolerant
statement, but not for nobility. There
is here room for more than a mere sus-
picion

he informed the assistant superin-
tendent that he would like to get off and
to have a substitute take his place for
the day. Mr. Van Fleet replied that a
great many of the regular carriers were
away, because of one reason or another,
and that as there was but one unem-
ployed substitute waiting to be put to
work he thought he should be kept in
reserve for an emergency. Those who
witnessed this meeting of the men say
that the disappointed carrier gave vent
to his feelings by some very heavy
swearing directed toward the assistant
superintendent. Yesterday morning,
when Ambrose went to the post office,
he discovered an order, issued by Post-
master Merritt, suspending him from
duty for ten days. He at once ap-
proached the assistant superintendent,
and, declaring that that was a» ‘pretty’
way to treat him. began striking the
man in the face while in a sitting posi-
tion and unable effectively to defend
himself. Mr. Van Fleet had received
three blows in the face before he could
get to his feet, and then the two began
sparring and kept it up until other car-
riers separated them. Supt. James
E. Bell at once directed Ambrose
to turn his keys over to him, and the
carrier left the building. Tbday Post-
master Merritt issued an order to show
cause why he should not be dismissed.”

* *

The Star on October 3. 1902, gave
front page space to a telegram from New

York reporting the execu-
Elephont tion of Tom, a "fractious

Executed trick elephant,” at the
Central Park Zoo. Having

become unruly and dangerous, the big
animal was “sentenced” to be poisoned.

Bran mash mixed with 600 grains of
cyanide potassium was fed to him. How
he was persuaded to eat the lethal dose
was not explained, but it was specified
that Tom fell to his knees in spasms
after finishing the first pail. Twenty-
eight minutes later he died. “Only a
small audience of park officials and

keepers witnessed the killing.”
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