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Foreign Service Recruiting By Charles Cooke
TOKYO Editorial writers,

politicians, historians, news-
magazines and other sooth-
sayers are beating their brains
out these days to find answers
to the question: "How does to-
day’s sovereign Japan differ, in
attitude and intentions, from
yesterday’s occupied Japan?”
It’s a large, knotty, important
question, and the pundits have
crept up on it from as many
angles as there are pundits.

GHQ, Far East command, is-
sues to United States troops a
booklet entitled “Japan—Friend
and Ally.”And Robert Eunson,
Tokyo Associated Press chief,
bolsters GHQ’s optimism by
quoting ex-Foreign Minister
Shigemitsu: “Japan belongs in
the democratic camp.” Could
be—yet there are signs of the
times over here which make one
stop and think. This piece has
to do with one of the smaller of
these signs—which yet may
throw a slender beam of light
on one attitude of the new
Japan.

Unique Institution
The all-girl Takarazuka

Troupes are a uniquely Japanese
institution, pronounced with the
accent on “raz.”

Midway between Kobe and
Kyoto is the town of Takara-
zuka, visited by thousands of
Japanese and Americans annu-
ally and widely regarded as the
leading amusement center of the
Far East. It has a zoo, botani-
cal garden, a famous “Insect
House” and a theater holding
4,000. It also is the seat of train-
ing of the Takarazuka girls.
*Fiercely competitive Japan-

wide auditions are held annually
for selection of 16-year-old girls
for Takarazuka training. The
talented selectees are given
rugged training in singing, danc-
ing, and acting, then allocated
to one of the four Takarazuka
travelling troupes “Star,”
“Moon,” “Snow,” or "Flower”—
which are rotated around a cir-
cuit of theaters, including the

Young college graduates com-
ment grimly thyat in order to
pass the State Department’s an-
nual three-and-a-half day For-
eign Service exam you have to
be a composite of Alfred Ein-
stein, Arnold Toynbee and the
Oracle at Delphi. Out of almost
700 candidates who took the
Foreign Service examination
last year, only 100 received ap-
pointments. It was worse in
1950, when only 11 appoint-
ments were made from a group
of 800 applicants.

The number of candidates
was unusually small both years.
But it was not the difficulty of
the examination that kept
the young scholars away in
droves. The State Department
pointed to Senator Joe McCarthy
as the villain in the piece.

Officials, harried by the Wis-
consin Senator’s unremitting, if
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unproven, charges of disloyalty
in the ranks of the Foreign
Service, said bright young men
were sidestepping the Foreign
Service as a career rather than
subject themselves to the Mc-
Carthy treatment. To many a
young college graduate loss of
an independent mind was too
high a price to pay for a place
in the Nation’s respected dip-
lomatic service.

The result of this wholesale
apathy toward a profession that
once stirred the imagination of
young Americans was clear: The
Foreign Service was in danger of
acquiring a mantle of medioc-
rity.

Last year the Foreign Serv-
ice Board of Examiners decided
it was time to do something in
a hurry to stir more interest.

For the first time since the war,
the State Department sent a
phalanx of veteran Foreign
Service officers to America’s col-
lege campuses to beat the bushes
for likely young talent.

Several objectionable recruit-
ing practices were thrown out.
The habit of stalling success-
ful candidates for as long as two
years before making appoint-
ments was abandoned. The age
qualification was dropped from
21 to 20. Students fearful of
IvyLeague competition were as-
sured that representation from
Old Siwash was just as wel-
come as from Harvard.

A few days ago results of the
State Department’s huckstering
seemed to be favorable. About
1.600 young men and women,
more than twice as many as
in 1951, turned out for the e.;ght-
part examination. State De-
partment officials regard this as
proof that their missionary cam-
paign has, momentarily, at least,
licked the McCarthy jinx.

But the battle is actually only
half won. As the American
Foreign Service Journal points
out in an editorial in its Oc-
tober issue, only 200 appoint-
ments are contemplated this
year. The corps' present size is
1,500, but expansion plans call
for twice that number by 1955.

Thus, the question persists:
Where do the other 1,300 For-
eign Service officers come from?
Even should the number of ap-
pointments be increased, the
State Department would still be
hard-pressed to find enough ap-
plicants capable of passing the
written examination on its pres-
ent annual test schedule. Os
the 1,600 who took the examina-
tion recently no more than 15
per cent are expected to get past
the first hurdle. This percent-
age will shrink even more after
the Board of Examiners’ oral
examinations.

The lowering of examination
standards is considered by the
State Department to be a poor
solution.

An alternative approach was
Inspired by the Hoover Com-
mission last year. Non-career
State Department people will
be absorbed into the diplomatic
corps in a process known in
bureaucratic circles as "lateral
integration.”

As might have been expected,
career diplomats look upon such
a panacea with frank reserva-
tion. They are convinced that
the best Foreign Service ma-
terial, at the beginners’ level,
is brought in by the conven-
tional examination route, the
so-called career method. So far,
only 50 of the State Depart-
ment’s non-career people have
gone over to the diplomatic
corps in the amalgamation of
the two departments, but the
pace is expected to pick up.

Apparently the State Depart-
ment will retain its high
standards in the Foreign Service
exams, although it will have to
fill the bulk of the 1,300-odd
vacancies from men it has seen
operate in non-career jobs.
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By Royal Purcell
An epidemic of yellow fever

sweeping the Mississippi valley
in 1878 caused an economic loss
of more than SIOO million. In
20 years’ time, cholera killed
more than 7 million people in
India at the start of this cen-
tury. School books recall that
the bubonic plague, popularly
known as the “black death,’’ ex-
terminated around one-fourth
the population of Europe during
the Middle Ages.

At the end of World War*I
in 1919. Europe suffered 300,000
cases of smallpox. An epidemic
of relapsing fever swept North
Africa from 1942-1945 and
fanned into the Middle East.
In three weeks’ time during the
fall of 1947, a cholera epidemic
whipped through all lower Egypt.
Though the outbreak was
checked by December, 1947, over
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Japanese All-GirlTheater Strikes Political Note

—-Sketch by SUr Stiff Artist Jtmcs Ivey.

Nipponese dancer has choiee between rum-chomping American and de luxe Cossack.

big theater in the town itself
and others in principal cities.
The vast Ernie Pyle theater was
built originally as Tokyo’s Taka-
razuka show place. When the
occupation appropriated it for
our troops, Takarazuka had to
transfer its Tokyo performances
to the smaller, less modern
Imperial Theater, hard by GHQ.

Varied Repertoire
Takarazuka productions range

from modernized, all-female
versions of the ancient' Kabuki
dramas (which classically are
given with all-male casts)

through ballets, folk dances, and
operettas to extravaganza-type

revues startlingly reminiscent of
the Lee and J. J. Shubert shows
that used to fill New York’s big

Winter Garden, season in and

out. starring Bea Lillie or Bert
Lahr or Ed Wynn.

Such a show—entitled, some-
what surprisingly. “Chanson de
Paris”—is currently being pre-
sented at the Imperial Theater
by the "Flower Troupe,” with
terrific brilliance and zip.

Americans, military and ci-
vilian. attend “Chanson de
Paris” in the proportion of about
one to ten, and for their benefit
two pages of the 22-page pro-
gram are printed in English—or
what sometimes passes in Japan
for English.

Fainting With Anger
For example: Scene 5 (the re-

view has 32 scenes) is entitled
“Paris Is A Good Place.” It is
described thus in the program:

“Singing 'Paris, sweetheart of

This time, for some reason,
the girl does not faint with
anger. The skit ends, leaving
the American spectator delighted
but somewhat in the dark as to
what the point was supposed
to be.

The American spectator is not
left in the dark, however, about
the point of Scene 27.
Dancing Strangers

For one thing, the program
notes on Scene 27 really give a
clue as to what Is going on. The
title, “L’Etranger of Paris,” is
amplified (or something) by a
subtitle: "Bird’s Eye View of
Paris.” The actual description is
brief: "Dances by eight couples
of etranger. Dances by Japa-
nese girl with Indians. Chinese,
Turks, etc. An American com-
petes with a Russian for the
Japanese girl. Being tired, the
Japanese girl takes out a scroll
on which is written ‘Strictly
Neutrality.’ ”

Clever idea for a skit, what?
But the point it makes doesn't
sound much like GHQ’s “Japan
—Friend and Ally," nor like
Shigemitsu’s “Japan belongs in
the Democratic camp,” what?

Nor is this all. In the kalei-
doscopic color, whirl, and
rhythm of Scene 27, there is one
startling contrast. The Ameri-
can who competes with the Rus-
sian for the Japanese girl is de-
picted, with great theatrical
skill, as a vulgar, Jitterbugging,
gum-chomping, loudly-dressed,
lecherous bumpkin. The Rus-
sian, on the other hand, wears
flatteringly de luxe Cossack
clothes. He dances with dignity
and grace, and in general be-
haves with engaging and alarm-
ing gentlemanliness.

Here, this reporter submits, is
something small but weighty for
the pundits to ponder. One of
the most revealing keys to any
country’s mind and soul, at any
given moment in history, is .pro-
vided by that country’s topical
theater. The pundits should
bear that in mind, as they
ponder.

the whole world,’ a Japanese girl
mutters: ‘O Paris! An avenue
ofMoronier! Should Iwalk along
the Champs Elysees in Japanese
kimono, Icould choose the rich-
est and most charment gentle-
man as my lover!’ A young
painter enters and says: ’Japa-
nese mademoiselle, you look like
an ape!’ The girl faints with
anger. Picasso enters, paints her
portrait, with projected eyes and
a triangle nose. The girl faints
with anger. Jean Marais enters,
says ‘Iwill make a movie, Beauty
and the Beast, and you will be
the beast!’ The girl faints with
anger. Maurice Chevalier enters,
puts the long-sleeved kimono
of Madame Butterfly on the girl,
and says he will sing a Japa-
nese song. He sings ‘Zundoko,’
a popular Japanese song.”

Health Treaty Seeks to Localize Contagious Diseases
10,000 persons died- The fatality
rate was 50 per cent.

Yet the continued spread of
these diseases can be stopped
almost entirely through im-
proved health conditions at
home and quarantine measures
abroad.

Sanitary Regulations
World-wide concern over such

outbreaks has resulted in the
latest and most complete epi-
demic measure yet devised—-
the International Sanitary
Regulations sponsored by the
World Health Organization.
The treaty enforcing these reg-
ulations goes into effect next
Wednesday. Here is how it
works.

Bubonic plague is carried by
rats. So the regulations call for
keeping transportation rat-free
and for killing rat fleas. “De-
ratting” is ordinarily required
every six months.

Cholera is spread through in-
fected food, water or waste.
Health measures, so designated
by the regulations, include dis-
infecting these materials as well
as baggage or bedding which
might be contaminated.

Typhus is carried by the louse.
Out comes the insecticide again.
The same treatment goes for
that type of relapsing fever
carried by lice.

Vaccinations are a good
health idea. The W.H.O. regu-
lations make vaccination man-
datory against yellow fever.
Important steps can be taken
to eliminate the mosquito and
other insects that transmit yel-
low fever, but these usually fall
short of adequate safety. W.H.O.
maintains an up-to-date chart
of all yellow fever areas in the
world.

Vaccination is also required
for persons who come from
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World health team sprays rat-infested area in India.

provides a world-wide warning
system.

The regulations also call on
each signatory to see that every
port and airport provide pure
drinking water and effective

waste removal systems. As many
ports and airports as possible
are required to have available
an organized medical service,
especially equipped to handle
quarantine requirements.

Ratification System
The sanitary regulations are

cast in the new style of in-
international treaties. States
which join the World Health
Organization agree that subse-
quent conventions approved by
the U. N. specialized agency
automatically go into effect
after a specified period of time
—unless the country disagrees
Or makes qualifying reserva-
tion. Only 25 of 89 governments
submitted reservations or
amendments to the sanitary
regulations following unani-
mous W.H.O. adoption on May
25 of last year.

The 'regulations have been
hailed by supporters as one of
the most important acts yet
performed by W.H.O. The
treaty replaces and revises 13
other international agreements
on the subject, minimizing the
past "inextricable confusion,”
as one expert described it. The
regulations were drawn up to
provide “maximum security”
against the international spread
of disease with "minimum in-
terference” in world traffic.

Os course, there are other
epidemic diseases such as ma-
laria which need similar con-
trol. And W.H.O. is now study-
ing how best to control
them in preparation for writ-
ing a treaty to extend interna-
tional health co-operation to
these fields.

areas infected from smallpox.
Since this disease can travel
via bed clothes, bedding and
similar objects, they too may be
disinfected

The new International Sani-
tary Regulations cover the six
common diseases: Plague, cho-
lera, yellow fever, smallpox, ty-
phus and louse-borne relapsing
fever. Vaccination, disinfecting
and isolation or quarantine are

the principal methods used to
lick the epidemiological terrors.

Whenever these diseases strike
a local. area, the government
concerned flashes details to
W.H.O. on the source, type,
number of cases and deaths,
conditions affecting disease
spread and measures taken to
prevent additional infection.
W.H.O. relays this information
to all other members and thus
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