
Turntable Talk:

Drama Quartette Plays
Shaw's'Don Juan in Hell'

By James G. Deane
At the end of “Don Giovan-

ni,” Mozart consigns his Don
ceremoniously to hell. Bernard

Shaw was quite a “Don Giovan-
ni” fan, but he didn’t concur
in the unfortunate hero's fate.

In the central scene of his

drama “Man and Superman,”

the resourceful Irishman fol-
lows the Don downward for the
generous purpose of sending

him. eventually, off to heaven.
Throngs of late have been

making the acquaintance of the
Shavian hell through the
agency of an august ensemble
known as the First Drama
Quartette. Charles Boyer. Sir
Cedric Hardwicke, Charles
Laughton and Agnes Moore-
head are the four. They have
been putting on Shaw’s hither-
to neglected piece in a kind of
cross-country marathon, of
which Washington has had only
the briefest sample (but they’re
coming again).

“Don Juan in Hell” is a
natural for records, for it is
entirely conversational and calls
for no costumes or scenery.
Columbia—not a company to
be caught napping corralled
the quartette long enough to
commit the work to tapes last
spring and two LPs have re-
sulted.

First Recorded Drama
The event merits applause in

nearly every respect. In the
first place, this is the first
Shavian drama to be recorded
—and among the first of any-
body's. LPs boast only a hand-
ful of samples even of Shake-
speare. “Don Juan” is a step
in what should become a steady
progression of recorded stage

masterpieces made readily and
permanently available through
discs. What a benefit such a
progression would be to both
passive auditors and active
imitators can be imagined.

Secondly, there is the play
Itself. What more enticing
subjects are there, to start with,
than the two Shaw has com-
bined—Don Juan, and hell?
We can name immediately two
composers who were enticed by
the first—Mozart, of course,
and Strauss. The romantic and
the devilish are endlessly fasci- j
nating. But these are just the '
beginning. Shaw stirs them up
in a kind of philosophical stew
in which all sorts of ideas are
boiled up. blended and trans-
muted. Is life good? Does it
have a purpose? Can human
beings find happiness? What
is happiness? Are people what
they seem—or is life all a
sham? Where is man's destiny
—hell or heaven? Or earth?

No commonplace characters,
naturally, debate these mo-
mentous questions. First is
Shaw's Devil, a most engaging
sort with a passion—not for
horror—but for love, beauty and
“nice things.” A pleasanter fel-
low you never met. Then there
is the Don, who is bored—ex-
pectable, perhaps, after

.
his

eventful life, yet it is for a dif-
ferent reason than you might
imagine. Next comes the Com-
mander, the father of Mozart’s
Donna Anna. He begins his
supernatural career as he ended
his earthly one—as a statue;
pnH in he to be
quite content. Finally we have
Donna Anna heistii., npnsenia-

tive of womanhood. At 77, she

remains a girl at heart, full of
thoughts of virtue and womanly
duty.

Wit Lightens Dialogue
There's a lot of talk—a good

hour and a half of it. Some of
it comes thick and fast, too. *

But if Shaw isn't always to be
assimilated at one hearing, what
better answer than two? With
records, there is no limit. And
the Shavian wit keeps the going

from getting heavy.

Mr. Laughton is a perfect

devil. Sir Cedric makes an
exceptionally urbane and elo-
quent (and British) statue —the
most eloquent, in fact, I've ever i
encountered. Miss Moorehead j
demonstrates an amazing capa-
city for varied vocal expression, j
Mr. Boyer is convincing—the
only difficulty being his French
English »and this is a consider-
able one'. The recording, being
merely a matter of registering

what was said into microphones,

is what one would expect.

One sentence more will do it:
Let's have more like it.

** * *

Anybody susceptible to three-
four time (and wrho isn't?» should
find it hard to resist Columbia’s
latest effort in operetta. It’s
“The Merry Widow.” Now al-
most 50 years old, the Lehar ,
opus certainly is about as far
from a novelty as a record maker
can go, yet this new studio pro-
duction sounds fresh. Dorothy
Kirsten, Genevieve Warner,
Robert Rounseville and Clifford
Harvuot are the notables in the
cast and Lehman Engel directs
the proceedings in spirited fash-

ion. The sound is sumptuous.
One reservation, however, on

behalf of any who might be
Interested in following the
imaginary stage business: Even
with the almost uniformly un-
derstandable English, sketchy
jacket notes are no substitute
for a libretto. (Added note: The
jacket incorrectly lists side two
as opening the second act: ac-
tually, Act IIbegins with band
two of the first side. Moral:
read the record label.)

** * *

In the 33 years since the first
performance (in London) of
Manuel de Falla’s ballet “The
Three Cornered Hat.” few pieces

have come along that can rival
it for variety of orchestral color
and effect. In many ways the
music ia on par with that of
Ravel and Debussy. It is much
more directly appealing than
Stravinsky. Yet for all its dazzle
it is heard (in complete form)

quite rarely.
London’s new recording, pre-

aided over by Ernest Ahsermet,
is therefore the more welcome.

Ansermet can be regarded as
authoritative in this score, for
he also presided at the premiere;
and the result substantiates this
external evidence in every way.
It is perhaps dangerous to say
that every facet of Falla's flash-
ing jewel is exposed, but the
performance must come close to
it. And London's commensu-
rate recording puts the disc on
a par, for hi-fi addicts, with An-
sermet's earlier “Petrouchka.”
It is, in short, emphatically rec-
ommended.

** * *

From Falla to Sir Arthur Sulli-
van may seem to some a start-
ling transition. Yet I cannot re-
frain at this point from remark-
ing upon a new disc devoted to
some Sullivan items (good Irish
name, but don’t jump to con-
clusions; he was born English i.

The items are overtures; the
jacket, of course, labels them
“Gilbert and ,” not just
“Sullivan.” That’s nonsense, of
course, since Sullivan was the
only one who had anything to do
with the overtures. The point,
however, is that this 10-inch
Victor disc conveys a better like-
ness of the Boston Pops Or-
chestra than I have up to now
experienced. And this isn't
dismissing the music, either—it's
mighty pleasant. “Mikado,”
“Pirates,” “Pinafore” and “lo-
lanthe” all are represented, but
my favorite is “Yeomen of the
Guard.” You’ll find that’s
Franklin P. Adams’, too. (He

wrote the jacket notes.)

Unfortunately, I can’t be
equally enthusiastic about an-
other recent Boston Pops disc.
The B. P. part—three Strauss
waltzes—is glossy enough. But
on the reverse Victor has chosen
to resurrect four more Strauss
items from the archives of the
Minneapolis - Ormandy era.
Since at least 15 years have
trundled by since then, it can
only be surmised that somebody
was sleepwalking.
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OES Activities
In Local Chapters
Eastern Star activities this

week: j
Acacia—Friday, card club with

Mrs. Leah Ebersole.
j Esther Thursday, 50-year
members honored. Saturday and
Sunday, tour by Ways and Means:

;to Lexington, Monticello and
Natural Bridge, Telephone Mrs.
Mildred Yerkes, RA 8561.

La Fayette—Wednesday, Star
Points with Janet Donnelly.

Brookland Thursday. Star
Points with Mrs. Eleanor BerkeyJ

Brightwood Thursday, grand
visitation.

Lebanon Tuesdays, special, 1
grand visitation.

Joseph H. Milans Thursday,
grand visitation. Monday, Chatter-
box Club with Mrs. Doris White, i

Mount Pleasant—Monday, 5 to 7;
p.m., turkey dinner.

Federal—Wednesday, Ways and
Means, lingerie party with Mrs.;
Mary Curtin.

Martha Today, religious
services, Masonic and Eastern
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D. C. Legion Auxiliary
Members Are Honored

The national president of the
American Legion Auxiliary, Mrs.l
Rae Ashton, made the following
appointments in the Departmentj
of the District of Columbia: Mrs.j
Sarah Deery on the National Con-
stitution and By-Laws Committee;!
(Mrs. Pearl Heagerty on the Na- ,
jtional Pan American Committee,
and Mrs. Bertha Fichthorn vice'
chairman of the National Civil
Defense Committee.

I Mrs. Frances Norton, depart- i
ment membership chairman re-

; ports that many of the units have
j already passed the first milestone
in the membership drive.

The department president, Mrs.
Mable Pugliese, has appointed
jMrs. Pearl Heagerty, VAVS chair-j
man for the department, with

iMrs. Eva Carrioo alternate.

David E. Harris, who was a
guest at the recent group installa-
tion of units, is national president ;
of the Gold Star Sons and Daugh-
ters of the United States, and is i
the 17-year-old son of Mrs. Helen 1

|M. Harris, president of Victory
lunit.

( I! Vincent B. Costello Unit will i
,hold installation of officers j
Wednesday at the American Le-
gion Club. 433 Third street, N.W.,|,
at 8:30 p.m. The department pres-
ident and her staff will install <
them. i

The Executive Committee meet-
ling of Walker Unit will be held
Friday, at 2801 Thirteenth street,;
N.E., at 8 p.m.

Mrs. Pearl Heagerty, chairman
of the Department Building Fund,
announces arrangements are being
made for a series of bake sales
during the coming months. Mrs. 1,
Hazel LeFoe will be in charge of

! this activity. |

I Sergeant Jasper Unit will meet !
Wednesday at the American Le-j(
gion Club at 8 p.m. Mrs. Helene ,
Jones is president.

GAO Unit will meet Wednesday 1
at 8 p.m. in the American Legion

Club. J

Ladies' Oriental Shrine <
Su-Zu Court of the Ladies’ Ori- !

ental Shrine of North America ¦
will participate in the following

activities: *
Monday, 8 p.m., Past High

Priestess Spoon Club and the Hi-i
iLo Club will be entertained by Mr. (
end Mrs. John Dolan, Silver
Spring, Md.

Tuesday, members ahd friends |
will sew for crippled children in
Shriner’s hospitals with Mrs. Elsie '
Milstead.

Thursday, 8 p.m., Patrol drill in I
Roosevelt High School.

Friday, 8 p.m., the Chanters will |
jsing in conjunction with an organ
recital at the Christian Church. |
Fifteenth and Kentucky avenue
|S.E.

_
1

Daughters of the Nile |
Samla Temple of the Daugh- ,

ters of the Nile will have a busi-, '
ness meeting before their regular
drill in Roosevelt High School to-
morrow at 8 p.m.

I :
Star Home, 3 p.m. Friday, grand

! visitation.
i Joppa Lodge Wednesday,
grand visitation, Tuesday, turkey
dinner and bake sale.

Life in the Country
Ponds and Fish and Wholewheat Bread;
And Reports of Bears From the Mountains

By James Birchfield

Tests Chow Ladir.o
Best for Hogs

| Tests indicate Ladino clover is a

| satisfactory hog pasture, but les-
pedeza is not.

| Experiments at the Virginia
Tidewater Field Station showqd
hogs on test plots made the most
rapid gains when they were in a
dry lot with completely-balanced

rations.
, However, the cost of feed per!
1100 pounds of gain was more than
when the hogs were fed in Ladino
pastures.

Other results of the experiment
indicate that Ladino clover pasture

jfurnishes sufficient protein to j
I meet the requirements of the
growing pig and that the maxi-
mum value of pasture, in terms of
grain replacement, occurred on the
Ladino clover pasture at the
limited feeding levels.

Dahlia Show
The regional dahlia show, spon-

sored by the National Capital
Dahlia Society, will continue to-
day at the National Botanic Gar-
dens. The show will be open from
9 a.m. until 9 p.m. Admission is
Ifree.

j I had never fully realized how
delightful a pond can be until we
'spent a recent afternoon with

the Howard Greys,

i The Grey’s pond is located
where all ponds should ,be—close
enough to the house so that in

¦all weather the life of the pond
can be observed. It is about an
acre in size, and at one end willow
trees overhang the small branch
that feeds it.

A pond, Mr. Grey says, is an
ever changing thing. It is like a
river or the sea. You can sit
beside it for hours and never be
nored. There is the changing light,
the shifting currents and the life

¦that goes on in and out of the
water.

On the Grey’s pond there is a
small flock of Mallards, two white
geese that remind you of Greek
ships, and numbers of white Mus-
covies, one with a brood of 10
little ones.

Underneath the water there are
bass and bluegills, and John, our
6-year-old. had the grand experi-

ence of catching his first fish. It
was just before' dusk when his fish,
a small bluegill, rose to an arti-
ficial lure. It made for him a
small, but exciting breakfast the
following morning.

** * *

There is the tang of fall in the
air and the aroma of freshly-

: baked wholewheat bread through-
!out the house.

There is nothing better than
fresh bread, baked with flour
that was ground to order by an
expert. Flour that is not too
coarse, nor yet too fine.

Paul Carter, the miller up at
SafTer’s mill in Leesburg, ground
our flour from some extra fine
wheat he had on hand. Even
though we wanted but a small
amount of flour, and the stones
had to be changed before the
grinding could get under way, Mr
Carter took pleasure in doing the
job

“Some people like it ground
coarse, and some like it fine,” he
said. “I’ll grind yours just like
I think it ought to be.”

He did and the bread that game
from it couldn’t be better.

** * *

We are going to have to get
out our fur cap and oil up the

old long rifle and take to the
woods. The bears are out.

Churchill Newcomb, from up
near Purcellville, reports that bear
tracks have been found on the
road near his house. And there
have been other stories of face-
to-face encounters.

Last year it was wildcats, and
this year it is bears. It looks like
out country is getting wilder all

! the time.
** * *

I guess you would call Tweed
Howser a Shorthorn man. The
other day at the Atlantic Rural
Exposition at Richmond, Tweed
spent a lot of time looking over
the Shorthorns, apd when a little
(Shorthorn calf was pinned grand
(champion, he had to get out there
and see for himself.

Tweed said he couldn’t let that
calf get out of the ring without
getting his hands on him. He
just wanted to feel if he was as
good as he looked,

j Tweed was in agreement with
the judge, too. In all the classes'
that came up, he only missed
picking the first prize winner one
time. That time his calf was
placed second.

Rat Control Urged
Sy the Associated Press

BLACKSBURG, Va.—Food eaten
by a rat in a 24-hour period totals
about 10 per cent of its body
weight.

In a single feeding, the food
totals 1 per cent of the rat’s body
weight.

Young rats may eat as much as
14 per cent of their body weight
in a 24-hour period, while older
rats may eat less.

John M. Amos, rat control spe-
cialist at VPI, cites the figures to
show Virginia farmers what he
says is the necessity for diligent
rat-control measures on farms.
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