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Life With Beatrice Lillie
Has Been a Merry Affair

By Mark Barron
NEW YORK.

Beatrice Lillie, the unpredict-
able commedienne decided she
was going to have a lark. She
wanted to have a gay adventure
on stage that would be as much
fun for herself as it might for
the audience.

She has succeeded merrily, as
she has demonstrated on the
stages of summer theaters for
the last nine weeks, and next
Thursday she brings into the
Booth Theater this folderol re-
vue entitled “An Evening With
Beatrice Lillie.”

Miss Lillie revealed that she
first thought of calling the re-
vue “An Off Night With Ham-
let” or “What Isn’t Under My
Hat Tonight?” Calmer heads.
Including that of Producer Ed-
ward Duryea Dowling prevailed.

It's Just a Lark
Miss Lillie says it is the type

of show where “the audience
wanders backstage

, into the
dressing rooms and you never
know whether the ones you
bump into backstage are paying
members of the audience or
whether they are performers
waiting to get paid.

“Iam happy in this show, she
said, “because I can do all the
things I liked doing so much in
the many hits in which I have
played on Broadway.”

With her pert coiffure. Miss
Lillie has what is almost a
crew haircut except that it is
definitely feminine. She has
commuted so often between
Broadway and London’s Pica-
dilly that it is difficult to say
whether she is British or Ameri-
can.

Her style of comedy is so in-
divualistic that she doesn’t
feel the need of acquiring a
copyright on her acts. She can
play for audiences either on
the fringe of a burlesque show
Inclination, or she can be in-
tellectual with humorous over-
tones.

She convulsed audiences in
“The Third Little Show” with
her singing of “Maddogs and
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time to take any barbs his crit-
ics toss his way. Some of the
twisting of knives in wounds
must have puzzled him, however.

He has been accused of fool-
hardiness in trying to emulate
Jack Benny without Jack’s su-
perb timing, as though Benny
had a monopoly on the role. He
has even been accused of some
sort of misconduct for deserting
that old brash Milton Berle his
critics never did like to begin
with.

Elements of Success
It wouldn't be surprising, all

things considered, if Berle back-
slid and turned up next week in
the middle of a Chinese acro-
batic turn, wearing a diaper and
with half his teeth blacked out.

This observer, for one, hopes
NBC, Berle and his sponsor give

the new “Star Theater” deal a
thorough try before reverting to

Englishmen Go Out in the
Midday Sun” in the 19305, and
followed that burlesque lolli-
pop by playing Sweetie the
nurse, in the Theater Guild
production of Bernard Shaw’s
“Too Good to Be True.”

In her current show, Miss
Lillie appears with Reginald
Gardner. It is not the first
time that this suave, explosive
pair have exchanged sword
thrusts in a mood designed for
laughs.

Although acknowledged as
one of the most adept and
amusing of British comediennes,
Miss Lillie is really Canadian.
She was born in Toronto where
her mother, who was a gifted
concert singer, had hopes that
Beatrice would become a so-
prano in a church choir.

Sang in Choir
Miss Lille did sing in church

until, as a dignified vestryman
explained, “she became too lib-
eral with her gestures to convey
the ideas about which she.was
singing.”

In assembling her material,
some new and some from past
shows for “An Evening With
Beatrice Lillie,” Miss Lillie said
she was touched by several
memories about her career
which were recalled.

One concerned a time when
she left the church choir and
went to London, still convinced
she was well on her way to
triumphs as a serious singer.
She was granted an audition
with an eminent concert im-
presario. For some reason she
still cannot explain, Miss Lillie
recalled that she stepped forth
and sang, “The Next Horse I
Ride on I’m Going to be Tied
On.”

That ended Miss Lillie’s career
as a serious, classical singer.
And that is the reason she is
starring on Broadway this week
in a bubbling revue which is
almost a one-woman show in
production, performance and
material.

the raucous. There are at least
three elements of it which can
contribute to its success.

First there is the format it-
self. with a slight story line for
comedy and introduction of
stellar guests and with Berle the
victim of most of the jests. This
isn’t Benny’s property unless he
was being hit with a bladder in
the old commedia dell’ arte and
copyrighted it then. It has
served many an entertainer and
there is no reason why it should
not be used successfully by
Berle.

Then there is the writing staff
which NBC has provided. It is
headed by Goodman Ace, a man
of considerable broadcasting ex-
perience, who knows a comedy
line when he hears one and can
turn one on his own.

Finally (and in the beginning)
there is the star himself. He is
either wise in the ways of show-
manship or has an intuition that
is almost unfailing. When his
critics berate him, it is signifi-
cant, it is not for lack of talent
but for misuse of it.

Offstage, incidentally. Berle
can be an amiable and agree-
able companion. This new TV
role might let him display some
of that side of his nature rather
than the old strident side and
win him a whole new set of
friends.
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His Menu, Surely,
Is Lighter Now

By tha Associated Press
HOLLYWOOD.

Here’s an item that should
set breakfast back 20 years.

Warner Brothers reports that
it has hired the last of the real
cannibals for “His Majesty
O’Keefe,” now being shot an
location in the Fiji Islands.

Wesele Buksh, said to be
more than 90 years old, is an
extra in the picture. The na-
tives say Buksh took part in
the last cannibal feast in Fiji
about 75 years ago. Buksh
speaks no English, so he can’t
say whether the piece de re-
sistance was broiled mission-
ary a la Fiji.

Well, not with the exhibitors.
Comb their list all the way
through the 25 nominations and
there is not a Brando in sight.

Maybe he will make it next
year, as Mark Anthony in “Ju-
lius Caesar,” the part he now is
playing.
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formance in “Anything Can

Happen.” And It was in the

same picture that she startled
her warmest admirers from her
stage days into the observation:
“And suddenly she is beautiful,
too.” Naturally, this is an asset

that never hurt any girl al-
though Miss Hunter had estab-
lished her brilliance before her
physical attractiveness was gen-

erally recognized.

The five men who compromise

the second half of the stars of
tomorrow list are not the strong-

est lot ever chosen. They are, in
order, Rock Hudson, Audie
Murphy, David Wayne, Forrest
Tucker, and Danny Thomas.
If they have any distinction as
a group, it is that they are not
notably handsome representa-
tives of their sex, with the ex-
ception of Hudson.

Wayne and Thomas Best
A critic’s choice of the two

most promising of the quintet
would be Wayne and Thomas.
The former has demonstrated a
notable flair for sophisticated
comedy and he turned in a
matchles sort of fantastic com-
edy bit as the leprechaun in
“Finian’s Rainbow” some years
ago. That he has been in strong

demand in Hollywood ’ever since
testifies to its good taste and
his merit.

Thomas is another corking

actor in a broader type of com-
edy than Wayne. No one of
the oncoming generation of
players can cut a more laugh-

able slapstick figure than
Thomas, or a more wistfully
amusing one when the latter is
what the script calls for.

Tucker, an Arlington, Va.,
boy. is a boy no longer but he
is one of Hollywood’s busiest
performers. The quantity of his
acting alone, if not its quality

would make him a reasonable
choice for the exhibitor’s list. .

As for Murphy, he is another
busy sort who left the critics
with an impression of acting
skill in only one picture. This
was “Red Badge of Courage,”
a boxoffice flop which appar-
ently did not dim the movie the-
ater owners’ confidence in Mur-
phy.

Marlon Brando? He is the
young actor who has won Acad-
emy Award nominations for two
out of three performances,
achievement enough certainly to
suggest he has some significance.
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