
An old hand at this sort of thing, Dr. William M. Mann, director of the Zoo, shows Mr. Hoke one of
his snakes. Mr. Hoke says he got his first snake from a friend and has liked them ever since.

is confined to the bathroom,
where he spends a good bit
of the time curled about the
shower curtain rod.

“We had to limit him to the
bathroom,” Mr. Hoke ex-
plains, “after we found him
among the tubes in the tele-
vision set, under the sofa
cushions and among my
freshly laundered shirts.”

If Mrs. Hoke ever had an
aversion to snakes, she be-
came accustomed to them
during her college years. Mr.
Hoke kept several pet snakes
at Antioch College, Yellow
Springs, Ohio, where he and
his wife graduated in 1950.

“I’ve always been interested
in nature studies,” Mr. Hoke
says. “When I was a boy, a
friend gave me a snake and
I’ve always liked them since
that time.

“Junior is no trouble at all.
He shows no affection what-
soever and is extremely docile.
He has never bitten any one,
but he does become annoyed
at times.”

The one thing that seems
to disturb Junior more than
any other is to have a bright
light turned on when he’s
asleep. He shows his dis-
pleasure by hissing.

It goes without saying that
most folks are “a little
startled" at meeting Junior
for the first time. It doesn’t
take long, however, to learn
that he is harmless. Mexican
imperial boas, incidentally,

are non-poisonous reptiles.
When full grown, Junior

wiil be 14 feet long. The
Hokes plan to sell him before
that time, but while he still
is small, he is easy to manage
and fascinating to watch.

In addition to the snake,

Junior was supposed to be in the bathrbom, but when Mrs. Hoke
went to get a shirt from a drawer she found him curled up like this.

Photos by John Hoke

Mr. Hoke has three aquari-
ums, one of which contains
salt-water fish.

Mr. Hoke is a photographer
in the audiovisual department

of the American Automobile
Association. He also has
written a book on snakes for
children to give them a better
understanding of reptiles.
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