
THE PROPER WAY to patrol an intersection is practiced at the patrol officers* training school near Bel Air, Md. Barbora
Wilkerson, 14 (foreground), stands at parade rest until the children cross the “street.” Cathryn Van Ausdall, 10, is shown
the correct way to hold her arms while keeping back tbe children. Her instructor is Sergt. C. 0. Seek of the Montgomepr
County police force. Barbara lives at 317 Ethan Allen avenue, Takoma Pork, and Cathryn at 8306 Haddon drive, also in

Tokoma Park.

SWIMMING POOL is one of the many facilities provided ot the camp. The girls also play soft-
ball, soccer, table tennis, horse shoes, volley ball, take nature hikes, learn crafts and see movies.
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CHALK TALK by Dick Mansfield, school safety director of The Star,
provides both humor and instruction in traffic signals.

By Meredith S. Buel

SPECIALLY TRAINED young girls
are helping to teach hundreds of

Washington area school safety patrols
how to protect your children at street
crossings this fall.

For the first time in the 25-year
history of school patrols here, a group
of safety-minded girls was sent to a
patrol officers’ training school this
summer. They had a week of inten-
sive training at a 38-acre camp at
Benson, near Bel Air, Md. They
studied to become captains and lieu-
tenants, leaders in a growing patrol
force which now numbers more than
6,500 in the Metropolitan Area.

Thirteen years ago the first camp
for patrol officers was organized—but
until now, it was strictly for boys.

In recent years, however, more and
more gfrls have become interested in
school safety work. In Montgomery
County, for example, 90 per cent of
the elementary and junior high
schools have mixed patrol forces. At
present, girls make up a third of the
patrol force in the entire Washington
area.

Having made a good showing as
patrol officers, 104 girls were hand-
picked by their teachers to attend the
training camp. Ranging in age from
9 to 15, they represent public and
parochial schools of the District,
Arlington and Fairfax Counties in
Virginia and Montgomery and Prince
Georges in Maryland.

They lived in cabins on a grassy
slope overlooking a picturesque coun-
tryside. Their counselors were mostly
college girls. Their class instructors
were police school patrol co-ordinators
from Washington and the nearby
counties.

In charge was George R. Hammond,
safety director for the American Au-
tomobile Association in the District.
He was assisted by Charles C. Brown.
AAA associate safety director here.

Each girl was given a safety train-
ing manual—the patrol officers’
“bible”—which covered all phases of
the training program.

They were schooled in the standard
patrol rules, in organization of patrols
on their posts, including instruction
at intersections, assignment of mem-
bers to corners and assembling patrols,
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