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Maryland Man
Killed in Crash
Near Clinton

Driver Is Injured
As Car Overturns
After Collision

One man was killed and another
was injured seriously last night in
an automobile accident on Branch
avenue about a mile east of Clin-
ton, Md.

Edward Leech, 43, of 6820 Tem-
ple Hills road, Clinton, was pro-
nounced dead at Casualty Hospi-
tal shortly after the crash.

Donald S. Bailey of 7129 Allen-
town road, Allentown, was admit-
ted to Mount Alto Veterans’ Hos-
pital. His condition today was
reported satisfactory.

Prince Georges County police
said Mr. Leech was riding in a
car driven by Mr. Bailey. Police
said the Bailey car struck the left
rear fender of another car on the
highway, then swerved offthe road
and overturned in a grove of trees.
No one in the other car was hurt,
police said.

Mr. Leech had lived in Wash-
ington. He was employed as a
painter. He is survived by his
widow, Mrs. Vivian W. Leech, and
three children, Edward, jr.; John
L. and Patricia, all living at home.

Week-End Traffic Accidents
Injure Four in District

A 21-year-old servicewoman suf- ,
sered a skull fracture yesterday '
when the auto in which she was
riding crashed into a parked car
in the 2400 block of Nichols ave-
nue S.E.

Airman 1/c Joan Farro. 21, of '
Fort Myer was reported “resting
comfortably” at Walter Reed Hos-
pital where she was taken after 1
treatment at Casualty Hospital. !
S/Sergt. Willie E. Wehrman, 34, :
also of Fort Myer, driver of the
car, was treated and released at '
Casualty Hospital for face injuries.

Dominick Salvatorelly, 40, of
419 Massachusetts avenue N.W. ,
was admitted to Casualty Hospital 1
with injuries suffered when he was j
struck by a car near his home. (
He was reported in good condition.

Ewart G. Smithwick, 28, colored, •
of 1505 D street NJE., driver of the j
auto, told police he swerved to
avoid striking a car which was ]
pulling from the curb without ]
lights. No charges were filed. i

Frank Malone, 72, of 4319 Elli- :
cott street N.W., suffered a pos- <
sible fracture of the shoulder and
pelvis yesterday when he was t
struck by an auto at Brandywine £
street and River road N.W. Police c
said the car was driven by Mrs. £
Eva C. Cable, 71, of 6701 Hillan- 1
dale road, Chevy Chase, Md. Mr. 0
Malone was admitted to George- c
town University Hospital. '

\

2-Way Radio Shown ‘

As Fire-Fighting Aid ]
Use of two-way radio for com-

bating major fires was demon-
strated yesterday to more than s
350 firemen at the University of 1
Maryland’s fire extension service. 1

Twelve Prince Georges County
volunteer fire departments took t
part in the demonstration which i
College Park Fire Chief Robert C. £
Byrus said was the first of its type t
in the Nation. 5

Chief Byrus explained that di- r
rection of fire fighting units is no \
problem ordinarily. However, ma- t
jor fires or similar disasters where
40 to 50 companies are working, \
Chief Byrus said, makes co-ordi-
nation an extremely difficultprob- t
lem. I

A large frame building and a (
large tank of oil were ignited.

Then a single control point was
set up to direct the dozen com- i
panies. Twelve walkie-talkie ra-
dios were used and each fire truck i
was radio equipped.

The radio session was also at- (
tended by State civil defense of- s
ficials. j

Fairfax Fund Is Started i
For Policeman With Polio h

8
Fairfax County police and vol- j

unteer firemen are raising a fund c
to help one of their co-workers, a
who was stricken with polio a a
week ago.

The victim is Wilbur Fitton. He ,
has been a fire dispatcher at Fair- I
fax police headquarters for about *

a year. It is his job to handle
fire calls, and he also helps an-
swer police calls when the regular *

police dispatcher is busy.
More than $l5O already has F

been collected for the fund and
1

turned over to Mrs. Fitton, police
said. The Fitton’s have two chil-
dren, Larry, 3, and Gary, 2. ,

Mr. Fitton is in an iron lung at 5
Gallinger Hospital, and is still on *
the critical list. 1

1

Glen Haven PTA to Meet j
Parents and teachers will be j

introduced to one another at the j
first meeting of the Glen Haven j
PTA at 8 p.m. October 7 in the j
school, Inwood avenue and Chest- i
nut Ridge road, Silver Spring, i
$94 Stolen at Church

A total of $94 was stolen from i
four purses left in a basement j
cloakroom during services at j
Clarendon Methodist Church yes- j
terday, Arlington police reported, j

Get Out the Vote
i

How to Register \
• iin x

Montgomery I
Deadline for registration of all ]

qualified voters is Saturday. 1
Office of Election Supervisors, *

215 Montgomery avenue, Rockville. 1
Between 9 am. and 4:30 p.m 1

and from 7 p.m. to 10 pan., 1
through Saturday. . *

Revised Bible
To Be Unveiled
ToWorldTonighf

10,000 Are Expected
At Armory Service;
Ministers Laud Book

r The new Revised Standard Ver-
i sion of the Bible will be formally
i presented to the world at a Na-
- tional Capital Bible Observance at

8 o’clock tonight in the National
. Guard Armory.
. More than 10,000 persons are
. expected to crowd the armory for

the occasion. The new Bible, the
. result of 14 years’ work by 32
. scholars, will be used for the first
. time tonight in a service,

s Official publication date of the
new Bible by the National Council

; of Churches of Christ in the United
i States of America is set for to-
; morrow. Aim of the new version
t is to put the language of the King
, James Bible in modern dress. Dr.
I Luther A. Weigle, dean emeritus
of the Yale Divinity School, headed
the committee in charge of the

’ project.

Dignitaries to Get Copies,
i The Right Rev. Henry Knox
> Sherrill, president of the National

1 Council of Churches, will present
copies to Chief Justice Vinson,
Dr. Luther Evans, Librarian# of
Congress; Ambassador Wilhelm
Munthe de Morgenstieme of Nor-
way and dean of the Diplomatic
Corps, and Dr. Edward L. R. El-
son, president of the Washington
Federation of Churches.

A copy was presented to Presi-
dent Truman on Friday by Dr.
Weigle in the presence of leading

, churchmen.
Dr. Paul Scherer of Union

rheological Seminary will be the
speaker at the rally. Dr. Arthur
S. Flemming, assistant to the di-
rector of the Office of Defense
Mobilization, is chairman of the
observance.

Ministers Acclaim Works.
Protestant ministers yesterday

spoke favorably of the new ver-
sion. The Rev. Edward Hughes
Pruden, pastor of First Baptist
Church, and Dr. Albert P. Shirkey,
pastor of Mount Vernon Place
Methodist Church, were among
those praising the work.

“I consider it a great achieve-
ment,” Methodist Bishop G. Brom-
ley Oxnam of Washington said in
a statement. “It brings modern
scholarship at its best to a task 1
of first importance.”

The rally tonight, sponsored by ;
the National Council of Churches <
and the Washington Federation
of Churches, is one of numerous
events taking place this week as
part of Bible Week. Tomorrow 1
at 10:30 am., n special ceremony 1
commemorating the 500th anni- <
versary of the Gutenberg Bible 1
will be held at the Library of >
Congress.

Washington Cathedral-
Plans Bible Exhibit ¦

Photographic reproductions of j
some of the oldest Bibles have
been prepared for exhibition at the (
Washington Catheral Library. y

The display, tracing the evolu- <
tion of the Old and New Testa-
ments to the present Revised
Standard Version, was to be open
to the public following the 11 am.
service in the Cathedral today.
The exhibit will also be open this
week from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. today
through Friday.

The Revised Standard Version
will be published tomorrow.

The exhibit was arranged by
the Rev. George Cleveland, Canon
Librarian of the Washington
Cathedral.

Alexandria Man Wins
Annual Driving Award

An Alexandria man will re-
ceive the Pennsylvania Bus As-
sociation’s “Driver of Distinction”
award from Gov. John S. Fine
of Pennsylvania tomorrow in Har-
risburg.

Franklin P. Kells, of Temple
Trailer Village, Alexandria, drives
a bus for the Blue Ridge Trans-
portation Co. One of eight bus
drivers to receive the annual
award tomorrow, he has not had
a chargeable accident in 10 years.
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“THE WRECK OF MAGGIE B.”—These are some of the girls livingin the recreation hall of Margaret Brent dormitory at the University of
Maryland. It’s their living quarters, their closets and their study halls, because of overcrowded housing conditions at College Park.

—Star Staff Photo.

Ceremony to Observe
500th Anniversary
Os Gutenberg Bible

The 500th anniversary of the
Gutenberg Bible will be observed
with special ceremony at 10:30

a.m. tomorrow in the Library of
Congress.

The ceremony coincides with is-
suance by the Post Office Depart-

ment of a special Gutenberg com-
memorative stamp. Postmaster

General Donaldson will present
Gutenberg stamp albums to the
Librarian of Congress, Dr. Luther
H. Evans, and others during the
observance.

First Printed Book
• The Gutenberg Bible was
printed by Johann Gutenberg be-
tween 1450 and 1456 in Mainz,
Germany. It is considered the
first book printed from “movable”
metal type in the Western world.

Only 4* of the approximately
200 copies printed are known to
exist. * Twelve of them were
printed on vellum, and the Li-
brary’s copy is one of three vellum
copies perfect in all respects. It
was bought in 1930 by Congress

for the Library as part of the
Vollbehr collection of 3,000 15th
century books. The volume pre-
viously had been owned for five
centuries by monks of the Bene-
dictine Order in monasteries in
Austria.

Three Talks Scheduled.
Three addresses will be made at

the ceremony tomorrow. Dr. Wil-
liam A. Jackson of the Houghton
Library, Harvard University, will
talk on “The Place of the Guten-
berg Bible in the History of Print-
ing.” The Rev. Edward F. Sieg-

man of Catholic University will
speak on “The Text of the Guten-
berg Bible,” and the Rev. Eric M.
North, general secretary of the
American Bible Society, on “Eng-
lish Versions of the Bible.”

The Rev. Louis F. Hartman,
general secretary of the Catholic
Biblical Association of America
and chairman of the Gutenberg
Centenary Committee, willpreside.

Other members of the commit-
tee are the Right Rev. Angus Dun,
Episcopal Bishop of Washington;
Dr. Luther A. Weigle, dean emeri-
tus of Yale Divinity School; the
Rev. Edward P. Arbez, professor
emeritus of Catholic University,

and Dr. Louis Finkelstein, presi-
dent of the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America.

Report Depicts D. C. Plight
The Citizens' Advisory Committee report recommending $319

million public works improvement program for the District has again
focused attention on the city’s money plight and the low Federal
payment. A table showing the ratio of District and Federal money
in the District budget since 1922 follows:

Percent-
age of

United United
Fiscal Total appro- District of States States
Year priations Columbia share share share
1922 $22,977,411.07 $13,784,647.70 $9,192,763.37 40.00
1923 23,833,043.01 14,430,264.51 9,402,778.50 39.45
1924 23,903,672.18 14,463,329.78 9,440,424.63 39.49
1925 31,175,672.18 22,030,316.92 9,145,355.26 29.33
1926 31,139,730.38 22,139,638.38 9,000,092.00 28.90
1927 33,951,477.72 24,950,987.21 9,000,490.51 26.51
1928 34,894,147.81 25,892,357.61 9,001,790.20 25.79
1929 35,957,969.98 26,957,753.25 9,000,216.73 25.03
1930 40,694,305.50 31,694,305.50 9,000,000.00 22.12
1931 45,625,285.54' 36,125,251.64 9,500,033.90 20.82
1932 43,840,022.48 34,339,911.04 9,500,111.44 21.67
1933 39.626,997.87 31.851,846.63, 7,775,151.24 19.62
1924 23.903,754.41 14,463,329.78 * 9,440,424;63 39.49
1935 34,620,004.28 30,080,709.28 4,539,295.00 13.11
1936 38.295,952.46 32,588,423.86 5,707.528.60 14.90
1937 40,182,767.98 35,177,767.98 5,005.000.00 12.46
1938 41.143,817.80 36,118,791.80 5,025,026.00 12.21
1939 40,494,451.41 35,494,451.41 5,000,000.00 12.35
1940 41,777,884.57 35,777,767.57 6,000,117.00 14.36
1941 43,136,908.73 37,136,908.73 6,000,000.00 13.91
1942 47,401,268.96 41,401,268.96 6,000,000.00 12.66
1943 49,422.932.00 43,422,932.00 6,000,000.00 12.14
1944 54,642,246.81 48,642,246.81 6,000,000.00 10.98
1945 62,599,125.26 56,599,125.26 6,000,000.00 9.58
1946 64,728,422.75 58,728,422.75 6.000,000.00 9.27
1947 72,441,240.95 64,441.240.95 8.000.000.00 11.04
1948 81,376,464.00 70,376,464.00 11,000,000.00 13.51
1949 90,072,346.36 79,072,346.36 11,000,000.00 12.21
1950 94,004,062.00 83,004,062.00 11,000,000.00 11.00
1951 102,820,685.40 93,020,685.40 9,800,000.00 9.53
1952 121,092,932.00 110,692,932.00 10,400,000.00 8.59
1953* 112,255,816.00 102,255,816.00 10,000,000.00 8.91
*1953 appropriations in annual ag. 4

Text of Subcommittee Plan to
This is the report of the sub-

committee on finance to Francis
G. *'Addison , chairman, Citizens *

Advisory Committee on Public
Works for the

. District of
Columbia.

This Subcommittee oil Fi-
nance has been directed to
recommend a sound financing
plan for those recommended
portions of the Capital Im-
provement Program which will
permit their timely and progres-
sive accomplishment.

Should revisions in the tax
structure or a borrowing pro-
gram be deemed necessary in
the light of our considerations,
specific proposals are to be in-
cluded with a view to seeking
authorizing legislation. The va-
rious Departments of the Gov-
ernment of the District of
Columbia proposed a six-year
Capital Improvement Plan to-
taling $307,148,000 as follows:
Highway (immediate needs) $ 88.434.000
Construction 105,034.000
Sanitation 5,680,000
Bewer 70,000,000
Water 10.000,000
Washington Aqueduct 20.000.000Motor Vehicle Park’s Agency ?
Redevelopment Land Agency ?

Total $307,148.000

Subsequently increased by
Department of Education 42.431.000

Total $349,579,000

Recommend New Plan.
The subcommittees of the

Citizens’ Advisory Committee
on Public Works for the District
of Columbia have now rendered
their reports indicating that the
following six-year Capital Im-
provement Plan is desirable and
necessary:
Highway (Immediate needs) $ 96.434,000
Construction ~ 113,551.000
Sanitation 5.680.000
Sewer

.. 70.000.000
Water and Aqueduct _ _ 33.487.000
Motor Vehicle Park’s Agency ?
Redevelopment Land Agency ?

Total $319,152,000

For the years 1945-1953 (fiscal
year 1953 estimated), the total
capital outlay amounted to $158,-
824,000. This is an average of
$17,647,000 a year. From a study
of the figures it appears that for
the next several years, and possi-
bly throughout the six-year period
of the proposed Public Works Im-
provement Program, there would
be available from the General
Fund, the Highway Fund, and the
Water Fund for the program
approximately S2O million an-
nually, or about $l2O million for
the recommended program of
$319,152,000. The additional funds
needed, therefore, amount to
the difference or approximately
$199,152,000.

Asks Water Rate Increase
The report of the subcommit-

tee on Sewer, Water and 1 Aque-
duct recommends that $33,-
487,000 be devoted to water and
aqueduct. Thz 81st Congress
authorized a loan of $23 million
to execute the proposed expan-
sion program and, as pointed
out in the finance study of the
Water Division report, this
amount is not sufficient now
to cover the program. The sub-
committee on Water and Aque-

duct recommends an over-all
water rate Increase of 25 per
cent, the rates being applicable
to both users and non-users,
assuming that the Federal Gov-
ernment will pay its pro rata
share.

At the present time the Fed-
eral Government is making a
payment to the District Govern-
ment for water of $1 million
annually, whereas they are
using $1,270,000 of water. The
Subcommittee further recom-
mends that if the Federal Gov-
ernment will not increase its
payment for water consumption,
the water rate increase be 33
per cent instead of 25 per cent.

If either were put into effect,
it is felt the additional revenues
obtained Would make up the
difference between the amount
appropriated by Congress sev-
eral years ago and that needed
now to complete the program.
The difference is about $lO mil-
lion.

In the Subcommittee’s report,
the question is raised “How does
the District of Columbia rate
compare with adjacent terri-
tories and other cities?” The re-
port states that this question
cannot be answered fairly with-
out considerable explanation fee-

cause of the various revenue
raising methods used by tMe
different communities for sup-
porting the activities of their
water departments.

However, in an exhibit fur-
nished by the Subcommittee it
appears that with a 25 per cent
increase in water rates, Wash-
ington would not compare un-
favorably with other represen-
tative cities in the United
States. Its rates would be in
the middle to higher brackets,
but not excessive.

We believe, therefore, that an
Increase in water rates should be
put through which would elim-
inate the item of $33,487,000
from the recommended pro-
gram, leaving a balance of $285,-
665,000 as the needed capital
funds for the balance of the
six-year improvement program.
If $l2O million during the six-
year period can be counted on
as mentioned above, there
would remain the sum of $165,-
665,000 to be provided to com-
plete the program.

Parking Study Urged.

The subcommitte on Motor
Vehicle Parking recommends a
program to cost between S3O
million and $35 million. They
further recommend that a study
be made of the so-called Pitts-
burgh plan which involves a
parking authority which pro-
vides the necessary funds
through the sale of tax exempt
revenue bonds.

The subcommittee also points
out that “the necessary funds
may be obtained by a tax free
loan from the Congress.” Itap-
pears to the Finance Subcom-
mittee that the recommenda-
tions of the Motor Vehicle Park-
ing Subcommittee largely hinge
on the willingness of Congress to
create such a parking authority
with the right to issue its own
tax -exempt revenue bonds
which would bring about a self-
liquidating project.

Referring back to the $165,-
665,000 necessary to complete
the program as explained above,
it is apparent that these funds
can come only from some one or
more of the following sources:

1. Increased taxes, service
charges, fees, etc.

2. The sale of tax exempt
bonds by the District of Colum-
bia to the public.

3. A higher annual payment
by the Congress to the District
government.

4. Loans to the District Gov-
ernment by the Congress.

1. TAXES, CHARGES, FEES,
ETC.

This committee feels that
taxes in the District of Colum-
bia are presently high enough.
The income tax compares favor-
ably with those imposed' by
neighboring States and any fur-
ther increase would tend to drive
citizens and business out of the
District of Columbia.

A report supplied this Com-
mittee by Lt. Col. Harry F. Han-
sen, Assistant Engineer Commis-
sioner, containing up-to-date
information relative to com-
parisons of real estate taxes paid
in the District of Columbia and
adjacent Maryland and Virgin-
ia counties dated July 22. 1952,
and compiled by the Assessor’s
office, states:

"The foregoing data leads to
but one conclusion and that is
that upon completion of the
Maryland reassessment, the to-
tal taxes on comparable prop-
erties in the District of Colum-
bia and Montgomery County will
be about equal, and that those
areas not reached by the Mont-
gomery reassessment will remain
25% to 30% lower than com-
parable District of Columbia
properties.”

It should be pointed out that
Montgomery County has a quin-
quennial assessment of real es-
tate, i. e„ about one-fifth of the
county is reassessed each year.
That portion of the county ad-
jacent to Northwest D. C. is
being reassessed this year to
become effective for 1953.

In Arlington County the re-
port states: “Based upon the
foregoing data and other infor-
mation gained in our study, it
is our opinion that the Arlsg-

Finance Public
ton tax on comparable proper-
ties would be 30 per cent to 35
per cent lower than in the Dis-
trict of Columbia.” Under these
circumstances and in view of
the relatively high rate of real
estate taxes now prevailing in
the District of Columbia, we do
not recommend an increase in
real estate taxes of any kind.

Oppose Gas Tax Rise.
The gasoline tax rate has just

been increased by Congress
from four cents to five cents per
gallon, effective July 1, 1952. In
a report submitted by S. R.
Harrison, Deputy Director of
Highways, dated January 14,
1952, he says, “Based upon to-
day’s rate of consumption, it is
estimated that a one-cent in-
crease in the gasoline tax rate
would increase revenues $1,256,-
000. A two-cent increase in the
tax rate would only yield an
additional $955,000. The latter
estimate has more probability of
error than the former.

The District at present has a
price advantage in the sale of
gasoline and the uncertainty
lies in not being able to accu-
rately estimate consumption if
the price advantage is lost.
While I believe that the increase
of $955,000 is a good estimate,
I also am of the opinion that
the additional return does not
justify the second one-cent raise
in the tax rate. The flve-cent
rate per gallon is considered a
reasonable ceiling under exist-
ing circumstances.” We do not
recommend any further increase
in the gasoline tax rate.

We do not recommend an in-
crease in the District of
Columbia sales tax of 2%. At
the present time Virginia (Arl-

ington County) has no sales
tax. Maryland has a 2% sales
tax substantially like the Dis-
trict of Columbia tax except
that in the District of Columbia
private contractors pay no tax
on materials on a Federal con-
tract whereas in Maryland they
do. We are currently at a dis-
advantage with Virginia and a
higher tax would further in-
crease that disadvantage and
create a new one with Maryland.

Higher Sewer Rate Asked.
The subcommittee on sewers

states, “It is safe to say that a
substantial increase in income
will be necessary and that this
revenue eventually must be ob-
tained in part from a sewage
service charge with the Federal
Government paying the same
pro rate share as others.”

The subcommittee on finance
recommends that such a charge
be put into effect. The revenue
from such a charge would be
quite small and would not in
any way solve the present prob-
lem, 4but the subcommittee on
finance believes that the charge
is just and fair for the service
rendered.

_
We believe that the present

personal property tax is high
enough and further that it is a
nuisance tax unfairly distributed.
Therefore, no increase is recom-
mended.

2. TAX-EXEMPT BONDS.
The question of sale to the

public of tax-exempt bonds by
the District of Columbia has
been discussed and studied care-
fully and seriously by this com-
mittee. This method of raising
the needed funds would further
complicate the acute problem
which exists today and make
necessary, in our opinion, a sub-
stantial increase in tax rates
all along the line, which we
feel is wholly unjustified. We
therefore do not recommend
that this method be employed
except perhaps in the case of
motor vehicle parking, and then
only provided that as the result
of careful study it appears cer-
tain that, if revenue bonds are
sold by such an authority, they
would be completely self-
liquidating.

3. HIGHER ANNUAL PAYMENT
TO D. C. BY CONGRESS.
Prior to 1925, the Congress

provided 40 per cent of the an-
nual appropriations to the gen-
eral fund. Today it appropriates
less than 10 per cent. Isd the

orks
District of Columbia received
this 40 per cent from 1925 down
to date it would have amounted
to some S4OB million and the
capital improvements so badly
needed could have been provided
through the years. Based on
the record, however, it would
appear that Congress has been
reluctant in past years to in-
crease the Federal payment.

4. LOANS TO D. C.
BY CONGRESS.

We feel very strongly that
the $165,665,000 mentioned
above as the minimum amount
needed to complete the six-
year Public Works Improve-
ment Program should be pre-
sented to Congress as a one-
package Capital program and
not as an addition or a supple-
ment to the annual Federal
payment to the general fund
of the District of Columbia.

We believe that enabling
legislation should be passed
authorizing this work at a dol-
lar value fixed now by the
Commissioners and approved by
the Congress. To implement
the authorization, appropria-
tions should be made from time
to time to pay for the work as
it progresses.

We realize that the new im-
provements will increase the
operating expenses of the Dis-
trict of Columbia substantially.
We feel, however, that such im-
provements eliminate the risk
of Washington business firms
moving to other areas, preserve
current tax revenues, and at-
tract new businesses and new
residents to Washington.

If the Congress would agree
to co-operate with the District
Government in the handling of
the Capital Improvements Pro-
gram as outlined above, it is
reasonable to expect that the
District would be able to func-
tion with the funds normally
appropriated by the Congress
annually if prices hold rea-
sonably steady over the six-year
period.

Offers 4-Point Plan.
Accordingly, we recommend:
1. That enabling legislation

be passed authorizing the im-
provements to be made with all
reasonable speed, with the cost
of such improvements being
borne equally by the District of
Columbia and the Federal
Government.

2. That Congress, by appro-
priations from time to time, ad-
vance the necessary funds to
pay for the work as it pro-
gresses.

- 3. That if the Federal Gov-
ernment supplies the whole
amount of $165,665,000, the Dis-
trict of Columbia be allowed to
repay to the Federal Govern-
ment its 50 per cent shares of
such appropriations over a 50-
year period without interest.

In summing up, it appears to
the subcommittee on finance
that the dilemma that presently
confronts the Nation’s Capi-
tal may be attributed to the
following:

The modest Federal payment
throughout the years has pre-
vented the city from making
the necessary improvements to
meet the needs of the expand-
ing population of Metropolitan
Washington. We receive little
revenue from the residents of
the surrounding counties in
Virginia and Marylandr-despite
the fact that the District of
Columbia provides the neces-
sary facilities to get them to
and from their places of
employment.

It is abundantly clear that
the major improvements rec-
ommended by the subcommit-
tees cannot be made on a pay-
as-you-go basis. The funds
simply are not available. It is
likewise clear that the District
of Columbia has tapped its
last major source of revenue,
namely, the sales tax. As men-
tioned above, we believe that
further increases in taxes on
real estate, income, sales, ex-
cises, etc., would do more harm
than good and 'would further
complicate what is already an
acute problem.

The committee views with
great alarm the trend jpward

U. ol Maryland
Houses Co-eds
In Play Room

School Lacks Room
/ For 1,730 Women

And Men Students
By Charles A. McAleer

The housing situation has be-
come so critical at the University
of Maryland that freshmen girls
have had to use a recreation room
for living quarters.

Girls in Margaret Brent dormi-
tory used to call it “the rec.” Now
they’ve changed the spelling and
refer to it as “the wreck of Mag-
gie B.”

Facilities were provided-there
for 30 girls, only a fraction of the
total number of students who live
on the College Park campus or
nearby. But it’s the recreation
room which emphasizes the need
for more housing.

“We’ve needed more space all
along,” said Dr. H. C. Byrd, uni-
versity president. “The students

I are the ones complaining now.”
2,600 Living on Campus.

I A check of student housing re-
veals that more than 2,600 are
living on the campus itself. In

I addition, an estimated 1.000 boys
| and girls, about evenly divided, live
in the many fraternity and soror-
ity houses dotting the College Park
area. More than 500 others live
in private homes.

In Margaret Brent hall there
were 30 girls—in 15 double-decked
bunks—when classes resumed last
Monday. Over the week end, be-
cause of reassignments and some
girls going home, there were only
12. Today the number may rise
again, because there are many
unable to obtain any accommoda-
tions at all.

Parents of one girlcame for her
Saturday to return her to home
in Baltimore. “I don’t want to
go,” she replied. “I’m going to
stay.”

Parents Do the Complaining.
University officials said more

complaints came from parents
than from students themselves.

Some are directed at temporary
housing units set up in 1946 to
meet the heavy influx of GI stu-
dents and intended for only three
years’ use. Os the men, 782 are
in the eight war surplus buildings.
The other 1,170 occupy 12 perma-
nent-type dormitories and have
better accommodations.

Os the girls, 595 are housed in
four brick dormitories at the
northern end of the campus. An-
other 57 live in a former Army
BOQ (bachelor officer’s quarters)
used last year by the university’s
zoology department and as a
nursery.

Eventually, the university wants
to replace these temporary build-
ings with permanent structures.
It seeks authorization from the
Maryland Legislature for a $3.5
million appropriation to build
them.

This program includes three
mpre girls’ dormitories—one cost-
ing $600,000 to hold 180 girls, and
two more, each holding 80 girls
and costing a total of $500,000.
Also included is $1.2 million for
two men’s dormitories to hold 225
men each; $525,000 for three
smaller buildings to hold 300 men
and eight small dormitories, cost-
ing $680,000, for rental to frater-
nities and sororities as housing
for 256 men and women.

Including replacement of the
temporary facilities, the univer-
sity figures it is shy 1,077 accom-
modations for men and 653 for
women.

This includes some “day-
dodgers” students who attend
classes but live at home—who
prefer to wait for better accom-
modations at the university rather
than pay high room rentals fcff
the campus.

Students who live in permanent
dormitories can live there rather
cheaply under present living con-
ditions. Total room and board
costs $230 a semester. S6O of which
is for billeting. The food bill is
computed at $lO a week. Those
who live in the temporary quar-
ters pay only SSO a semester for
their room and are not committed
to eat meals in the university’s
dining hall. .Some of these work
outside and eat in fraternity or
sorority houses, public restau-
rants or private homes.

In the temporary structures the
housing is crowded but not nearly
as bad as it was originally. In
the Navy-type barracks, of which
there are two, there used to be
four men to a room. Now there
are only three. In the former
BOQs there are twg to a room

The present problem at College
Park involves only the undergrad-
uates, of whom there are more
than 6,000 so far. Graduate and
part-time students making up the
rest of the 10.000 enrollment there
do not even come in for consid-
eration.

Dr. Byrd said he believes the
university will never meet the full
demand for housing.

“The more we put up the more
they'll come in,” he declared.

blighted areas in the down-
town Washington area and be-
lieves if it continues values
dwindle and our Nation’s
Capital will suffer the same fate
as many other great cities which
failed to keep pace with growth.

It appears to us that the
Capital belongs to all our
citizens and that the responsi-
bility for preserving it and im-
proving it must be shared by
the Congress on a fair and
equitable basis.

Washington is a National
shrine and a symbol of the
world’s last hope of freedom
and it Should be preserved as
such.

ROBERT V. FLEMING,
Chairman.

RICHARD P. DUNN.
Vice Chairman.

JOSEPH C. McGARRAGHY.
JOHN A. REIgjLY.
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