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Paris, April 19. President Wilson's rea
son for withholding his approval of an inaugural ball was that he had heard of
the tremendous graft that had attended
all of the previous functions. This was
the statement made here today by Mrs.
Anna Wilson Howe, of Philadelphia, sister of the President.
"My brother's real reason for not gluing an inaugural ball this year was that
he wished to do away with the enormous
petty graft which has always been connected with this affair," said Mrs. Howe.
"Practically the only persons who complained about the lack of the ball were
the ones who expected to make money
out of the function."
Society Sarprlaeil, She Sny.
Mrs. Howe is in Paris for a year's stay
with her daughter, Mrs. Perrin C. Coth-raof South Carolina. The mother said
that her daughter had been in ill health
for some time, and found the strain of
social duties at the White House too
much for her, and that their physician
recommended a year's rest In Europe.
"Washington society," continued Mrs.
Howe, "was considerably surprised when
it discovered that my brother's daughters were charming girls to meet in
every way. The girls were expected to
be intellectual and unsocial , whereas
they love the people as does Woodrow,
way.
in a natural and 'unsociety-fle"My brother has really been entervery
taining
heavily despite the fact that
it lias not been apparent, owing to the
lack of ostentation. On his invitation
my daughter want to make hor home
at the 'White House, but she found the
strain' too much, and I was forced to
bring .her here."
Mrs. Howe and her daughter have been
the recipients of many social honors
from the American Ambassador, Mr.
Herrick. At the embassay reception
they met 'the foreign diplomatic
set and soon will be presented to President and Mmc. Poincare. While In Paris
Mrs. Cothran will resume the cultivation
of her voice.
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