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WAR STORY: The world is
indebted
to Walter WincheU’s
Girl Friday for this story at the
expense of a military man who
recently was much in the public
An American just back
eye
from Warsaw said that during the
height of the Nazi bombardment
he heard another American ask
a Polish soldier the nearest and
quickest way to safety
This
was the reply: “Two blocks down,
turn to the left and follow SmiglyRidz!”
STYLE NOTE: The war has
precipitated quite a controversy
among orthodox Jews in London.
One wing maintains that carrying
a gasmask on the Sabbath constitutes a violation of the Sabbath.
The opposition contends that the
“pikuach nefesh” principle (saving
a soul in time of danger) supercedes the sancity of the Sabbath.
SEA YARN Our waterfront
snooper whispers that the ship’s
surgeon
on the liner Athenia,
which was torpedoed off Scotland
by the Nazis, was Dr. Albert
Sharman, an eminent Jewish gynDr.
ecologist of Glasgow
Sharman, who was among those
rescued, was making his annual
holiday trip and at the same time
was relieving the permanent ship
surgeon.
SPORTS NOTE: If Prexy Henry
Monsky turns up at a B’nai B’rith
banquet one of these nights with
tonsils so sore that Bernie Postal
has to sub for him on the rostrum,
For his
put it down to football
husky son, Hubert, who stands
six-feet-two in his stockinged underpinning, is a varsity guard on
the Nebraska eleven that recently
handed mighty Minnesota a trimAside to Postal:
Will
ming
you please ascertain whether Hubert is related to Leroy Monsky
of ’Bama Rose Bowl fame?
VERSATILITY: There has been
considerable comment on the extreme versatility displayed by
young German refugees in this
We offer a study in
country
versatility that will be hard to
beat, In the person of one Jeremiah Hescheles, a new employee
in the New York office of the
JTA. and an immigrant from Poland byway of the Pisa U. MediJerry is
cal school in Italy
the author of an interesting war
novel in Yiddish, not yet published
He has written articles for
the Yiddish press
He is also
well-considered as a poet
His
languages include Italian, Hebrew,
On top
English and Yiddish
of all this, he is an accomplished
And, sos good measure,
fiddler
he is something of a movie actor,
having appeared briefly as a violinist in the current Yiddish Rim,
Die Kiiatshe.
MISH-MASH: Israel Mereminsky, Palestine labor leader who
has just arrived in this country
for a six-month stay, is ah affable
gentleman who willbe very much
liked by all who meet him
Among his many worries at the
moment are the fact that he has
had no word as to the fate of his
aged father in Soviet-held territory and his brother, who lived in
Cracow, which fell to the Nazis in
I.
the early days of the war
M. has a charming wife and two
lovely blond daughters, twins of
nine
A welcome visitor to the
JTA offices in N’Yawk was Dr.
Asher Isaacs, editor of the American Jewish Outlook of Pittsburgh
and Pittsburgh U. economist.
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(A guest editorial especially written for the Southern Jewish
Weekly by Eugene Feldman, member of The Teamsters and
Chauffers union, A. F. L.)

To the Jew social justice and world peace are the ideals
which he has subscribed to and sponsored since the days of
To the Jew there has been nothing more imthe prophets.
portant than these ideals. They have been the food which
has kept him alive through the centuries of persecution.
It is therefore not unnatural for one to expect that many
Jewish workers have become affiliated with the labor
movement, because it has sponsored these same ideals.
The American labor movement at its various conventions has passed resolutions opposing American entrance in
the second World War and resolutions condemning fascist
countries for their persecution of the Jewish people. At
Milwaukee, where the German American Bund is trying to
make headway because of the city’s predominantly German
population, the Milwaukee labor movement formed a mass
picket line of 900 around the hall of a prospective Bund
meeting.
This picket line clearly illustrated for all America who was slandering the Jewish people and who went
forward in the defense against this slander.
It has often been the excuse of the Jewish employer
whose store or shop might be the scene of a strike, that he
is being singled out because he happens to be Jewish. The
leputation of the American labor movement disproves this.
Unions are organized for the purpose of improving working
conditions and obtaining recognition of the right of workers to collective bargaining. The Jewish, employer therefore cannot justifiably, appeal to the Jewish people of the
community in a sense that the union struggle is a particular
and peculiar discrimination against him as a Jew.
Fascism always appeals demogogically to the economically disinherited, to the underpaid worker, the unemployed,
the subsistent- living sharecropper and the struggling small
Simistorekeeper.
Hitler rose to power by such appeals.
lar appeals are made in our own city through the printed
word. Where workers are underpaid and have to work long
hours, and where the employer happens to be a Jew, these
fascist arguments are effective. Where the employer,
especially the Jewish employer, treats his employees fairly,
and does not overwork or underpay them, and recognizes
and deals with their democratically elected spokesman,
such arguments fail.
The Jewish people have nothing to fear in respect to
fascism in America if they ally themselves with all forces
working for the defense of our democratic way of living,
and particularly must they ally themselves with the American labor movement, the greatest and strongest force for

the defense of American democratic institutions.
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The most embarrassing story in
years is about to break (or maybe
has already broken by the time
you read this) about a member of
the White House secretariat whose
off-the-record words a few days
ago very nearly precipitated an
in the
international incident.
words of one White House correspondent, “he almost caused a
peace!”
The President’s confidant took
it upon himself to tell (off the
record) what he would do if he
were in the same position as a
secretary to a certain European
chancellor, generally recognized as
Adolf Hitler. He would, he said,
send up a trial balloon asking
the President of the United States
war.
to mediate the European
Understand, he wouldn't ask that.
He’d just “balloon” that he might
ask that.
All this was told to a certain
few of the White House correspondents in strictest confidence,
and in a few minutes it was being
whispered up in capitol hill, and
in the State Department press
room, and after a little while
on Wall
longer it was heard
Street, and the stock market wavered eratieally.
By this time it was sadly distorted. There are certain reporters who say that the White House
(not Hitler) tried to put up a
are others
trial balloon. There
who claim that the reporters failed
confidence
reto observe the
posed in them, and should be summarily dealt with. Anyway, for
a few hours, Washington quivered
—and woildered whether the President was going to become the
mediator of Europe’s war.
In ordinary times, what the
President’s confidant had to say
wouldn’t have caused much comment, but in these ticklish days,
it made the spines of the correspondents run cold. It reflected
the attitude of a city where the
least whisper sends a shudder that
can be felt from one
end
of

Name Your Station

Pennsylvania Avenue to the other,
and where even the “extensions
of remarks” in the Congressional
Record may be regarded as potential dynamite.
It’s a strange thing, but the
articles among the “extensions of
remarks” that might be termed
“pro-German” usually come from
who
are
antiCongressman
Semitic. Take Rep. Jacob Thorkelson, of Montana, (or take what
is left of him after William Dudley Pelley is finished).
Even as the White House announced that an alien submarine
was seen fueling from two tankers off the Florida coast, Rep.
“Germany, not
Thorkelson said:
having any colonies, has no place
where her raiders can take on
supplies or obtain repairs.”
Filled with ideas by the discredsends
ited Pelley,
Thorkelson
through his daily attacks, printed
free in the Congressional Record,
and tries to portray the Jews as
“the invisible government.”
In memory of the oldest inhabitant of the House Press Gallery
(and some have shaved there for
thirty years or more) there never
was a Congressman “taken for a
ride” as Ham Fish was taken by
WoodVirginia’s statesman-like
rum.
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