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The late President Weizmann.
like Lincoln, was a great story
teller. He could thrill audiences
and intimate
with
gatherings
characteristic Jewish humor and
he would often overpower his
opposition with anecdote
and
parable where logic and persuasion seemed to fail.
When Weizmann rose into
world prominence, press and people naturally began referring to
him as a great diplomat and
statesman, an appellation he abhorred. As far back as 1919 he
wrote in the Haaretz of Tel Aviv:
“I am not a diplomat. If I have
achieved anything for Zionism it
was precisely because I was not a
diplomat. Lord Balfour in his
days met greater statesmen than
I am. I came to him as a simple
Jew. I depicted to him the sentiments and wishes of our people
simply and honestly. And it was
because of this that he understood
me.”
Weizmann and Vladimir Jabotinsky, revisionist leader, had always been on opposite poles on
almost all issues at World Zionist
was a
Jabotinsky
Congresses.
admirer
of Weizmann
great
though in later years they were
not on speaking terms. At an intimate gathering of friends during
one of the Congresses Jabotinsky
once said of Weizmann that he
had such an uncanny way of
proving himself right that there
ii no other explanation for it unless it were assumed he had "a
direct telephone line to heaven."
Though raised in a religious
home and in an atmosphere of
Jewish tradition, Weizmann could
not be called an Orthodox Jew,
yet he ideologically considered
himself suth. Some years ago he
attended Rosh Hashonah services
at Rehoveth despite his physician’s warning that the strain
might be too much for him since
he would have to be on his feet
during many portions of the service. He promised the doctor he
would spend only an hour in the
synagogue. But once he got there
he forgot about his health and
his promise. He remained to the
end, standing on his feet almost
throughout
the four-hour-long
service.
Weizmann's most beloved book
was the Bible. He counted the
day lost if he did not have the
chance to read at least one chapter from the Sacred Book.
Weizmann had no special love
for reformed Judaism, for reformed rabbis and the so-called
“good will” movement. Discussing one of those rabbis, he remarked that he reminded him of
Disraeli’s famous saying about
the “withered leaf between the
Old and New Testament.”
Ona of his profoundest observations on Jewish life he made at
Tel Aviv some years back when
he told a laughing audience: "I
am not a philosopher, but according to the way I observe the
world—and I saw enough of it
(Continued on Page •)

Delegates from Hadassah
chapters throughout the state will
attend a three-day conference in Orlando. Florida, beginning on
Saturday, November 22 through the 241h. Headquarters will be in
the San Juan Hotel, it was announced by Mrs. Herman Klausner,
state chairman.
A well-planned program of dis'
¦ .
cussions, workshops and entertainment has been completed, according to Mrs. Albert Morrell
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and Mrs. Gustave Bear, conference chairmen. The sessions and
m 'm
luncheons will feature outstanding national and local figures.
National speakers scheduled inftclude Dr. Miriam Freund, National Vocational Education chairman
of Hadassah
since 1948. Dr.
Freund, aside from being an inspired lecturer and speaker, has
been a brilliant worker in many
phases of Jewish life in the country as well as in Israel. She is
the author of “Jewish Merchants
in Colonial America,” and is one
of the founders of the Women’s
Division of Brandeis University,
Mrs. Herman Klausner
and the moving spirit behind the
largely responsible for the vocagrowth of Hadassah Youth Serv(Continued on Page 8)
ices programs in Israel. She is
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WORLD m TRIBUTE TO
DR. CHAIM WEIZMAM
(By The Jewish Telegraphic Agency)
The world this week joined in the last tribute to Jewry's
scientist-statesman
as the mourning people of Israel said farewell
to Dr. Chaim Weizmann, first President of the Jewish State.
In all the capitals of the Western world, flags were at half-mast
President
Vincent Auriol of
as heads of states and outstandFrance telephoned his personal
ing personalities in the field of condolence
to Israel Minister
science and learning joined Jews Maurice Fischer and the Foreign
ewarywhere in tribute to the Is- Office announced that "the Govraeli leader and in messages of ernment of France joins the Govsympathy to his family.
ernment and people of Israel in
Dwight D. mourning the death of President
President-elect
Weizmann."
Eisenhower, in a statement, termMrs. Weizmann received pered the death of Dr. Weizmann "an
sonal messages of condolence also
irreparable loss" and, in a mestold Mrs. from Emperor Hirohito of Japan,
sage of condolences,
Vera Weizmann that "millions of Emperor Haille Selassie of Ethiopeople throughout the world who pia, President Theodor Heuss of
shared his love of humanity," West German Republic, Prime
would mourn the passing of her Minister Louis St. Laurent of
Canada and Prime Minister Holhusband.
of
Luigi Einaudi
President
Italy cabled
Acting President
Josef Sprinzak that the Italian
people “joins me in mourning the
death of President Weizmann.”

The Growth of American Reform Judaism
emphasis upon the prophetic portion of Scriptures,
by Dr. Samuel S. Hollender,
with its vision of a united world dedicated to jusGeneral Chairman, 1952-53 Combined Campaign
tice and equality, than upon the Mosaic section
(Editor’s Note: Throughout the United States
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proinstitutions of American Reform Judaism. To
a
throughout
the South with basic
Dr. Wise, and his disciples, felt that Judaism
vide our readers
or
in the United Stales could conform to the spirit of
understanding of the significance of Reform
America's "low" churches, that is, those which disLiberal Judaism, we present the following article
pensed
with formality and pomp. He rejected the
by Dr. Samuel Hollender, of Chicago, General
idea of a Jewish hierarchy, and retained the conChairman of the 1952-53 Combined Campaign.)
gregalionalist pattern in synagogue government.
Reform Judaism is the adaptation of ancient
He discarded the notion of a personal Messiah and
Hebrew precepts and traditions to suit the needs
of modern times. Though allowing changes in substituted for it the belief in a messianic age
practice. Reform, or Liberal Judaism as it is which could be achieved by the application of
sometimes termed, holds fast to the principles religious ideas to daily life.
In the field of synagogual practice, Wise and
which have characterized history's oldest monothehis followers introduced a number of departures
istic faith.
Reform was born in Germany a century and from previous forms. In Reform congregations,
a half ago, but has reached its greatest popularity worship is conducted without hats. Since the original basis sos covering the head was to show rein the United States. Founded as a layman’s movespect, the hats were removed to accomplish this
ment, it sought to free Judaism from ancient cusend in modern fashion. In traditional synagogues,
toms which were no longer suitable to the era
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the Union of American Hebrew Congregations,
where Reform rabbis receive their
numbers over 450 affiliated congregations. Over
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, a vol100 of them have been founded in the last decade
untary federation of liberal congregations; and the
as a result of the Union’s efforts to bring hitherto
Central Conference of American Rabbis, a nationunaffiliated Jews into their ranks. The American
wide assembly of Reform religious ministers.
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the
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The ideas which
has also supplied rabbinic leadership for congregabelief that Judaism had a mission in the modern
tions in every English-speaking nation of the
unity
world to disseminate the doctrine of God’s
world, so
today there are liberal congregations
and the conviction that the contents of religious •modeled that
on the American temples, in Canada,
teaching should be intelligible to its adherents.
England,
Ireland, Australia, and Israel.
greater
preached
To actualize the first idea he

land of New Zealand. Other meswere received
sages
in Israel
from President Theodore Koerner
of Austria, President Juan D.
Peron of Argentina, Dr. Daniel F.
Malan, Premier of South Africa,
Gen. Fulgencio Batista, President
of Cuba and Queen Juliana of
The Netherlands.
Scientists Join In Tribute
Scores of messages from many
of the world’s leading scientists,
including a number of Nobel
Prize winners, conveying their
sympathy and condolences on the
death of Dr. Weizmann were announced.
In a message to Mrs. Weizmann.
Prof. Albert Einstein declared: "I
feel the great loss with you and
with our people. Chaim Weizmann devoted all his strength for
his people and he lived to see the
fulfillment of his dreams."
Among the Nobel Prize winners
who sent messages of condolence
were: Prof. Selman Waksman of
New Jersey, 1952 winner in medicine; Prof. Sir Robert Robinson,
who is also a former president of
the British Royal Society; Felix
Bloch of California, this year’s
winner in physics; Prof. James
Franck of Chicago; Prof. George
Hevesy of Sweden; Dr. L. I. Rabi
of New York;-Prof. Arne Tiselius
of Sweden; and Prof. Sir Eric
Rideal, another former president
of the British Royal Society.
Trygve Lie. Secretary-General
of the United Nations, and Dr.
Ralph Bunche, who. as UN mediator, arranged the Rhodes armistices, sent messages to the Israel
Government and to Mrs.
mann. The United Nations General Assembly, which had heard
a warm tribute to Dr. Weizmann
from its presiding officer, received expressions of the "deep
gratitude" of the people of Israel,
delivered by Israel Ambassador
Abba S. Eban in a moving eulogy
*
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of his late leader.
The Speaker of the Dutch Parliament, Dr. L. Kertenhorst. and
Acting Premier Beel delivered
eulogies of Dr. Weizmann at a
in The
sitting of Parliament
Hague. The former described the
Israel president as “a world citi(Continued on Page 8)

