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Dear Readers:
Almost any beggar, helped three

times in & row, will get miffed if the
fourth trip is fruitless. Including this
writer, many have told of similay ex-
periences. ‘

THE ORACLE

UNLAWFUL POLITICAL ACTIVITY
- ——— e —

In connection with political activity
during 1948, fifteen employes of the Con-
mecticut Internal Revenue Division were
charged with unlawful political activity.

The Civil Service Commission found
nine of them guiity and they have beén
removed from office. Six employes were
found not guilty.

It is encouraging that, in at least one
investigation, Federal employes have been
found guilty of unlawful political activity.
There is reason to suspect that other em-
ployes may be guilty of such activity but
not apprehended.

Another phase of the matter involves
the time that has elapsed since the alleg-
od political activity and the verdict against
those found guilty. More than three years
after the election, the Civil Service Com-
mission comes up with a decision. While
there may be circumstances which justify
goch & delay, the quicker any punishment
follows unlawful activity, the better the
law will be respected.

KEEPS DRUNKS FROM DRIVING
A man who has made it his business te
gather data in connection with automo-
hile mecidents expresses the belief that
possibly half of them are caused by drink-
ing drivers.
If this statement be correct, it indicat-
e« that more stringent supervision of those
who drive automobiles is advisable. The
only way to establish -the incorreetness
of the assertion is through a motre rigor-
ous examination of all drivers ihvolved
in accidents
The driver pf an automobile, speeding
on the highways at what the law per-
mits today, is supposed to be in control
of u vehicle that is potentially danger-
Drivers of such vehicles, therefore
should be required to keep themselves in
» condition proportionate to the publie
peril, This supposition, however, is not
enough to safeguard pedestrains not en-
gaged in automobile driving. Possibly,
ariet enforcement of existing statutes,
with severe punishment of offendets, will
do the work. It should be tried in Florida.
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Candidates, who are elected, retain
their faith in the ability of the people to
rote themselves,

Most publi¢ speeches, as if you didi't
know, amount te nothing except to give

FARM SUPPORT PROGRAM

Crop production was pretty good in
the United States in 1949 and the govern-
ment, under its price support programs,
had to take over a vast amount of fafrh
products. This does not mean that most
of the money invested in these commodi-
ties will be lost, Some may be but bad
weather and poor ctops might ¢hange the
picture in 1950 and endble the govern-
thent to make 4 profit oft sone of its sup-
plies. This has happened before.

It is ifterestifig to note, for the bene-
fit of those who still belabor the price sup-
port progtam, thut the proposed federal
Ludget for the fiseal year 1951 .calls for
only $9562,000,000 for farm price sup-
ports. This comptres with $l.§00.000,000
in 1949 and alfmost as much’in 1950. The
expectation of decreased demands is bas-
ed upon the elemental fact that control
programs have been fnitidted and that
they will have some effect upon the com-
ing season’s production.

With close to $3,600,000,000 invested
in farm surpluses the government is not
anxious to augment the total. Sweeping
cuts in acreage and drops in the support
price level for potatoes and eggs support
the hope that the program will cost ess
and that world market conditions may
become normal. '

While 90 pet cent of parity continues
to be the plan for the six basi¢ commodi-
ties, including wheat, corn, cotton, rice,
ipeanuts and tobacco, the support to be
accorded potatoes has been cut to 60 per
cent and, in the case of eggs, to 75 per
cenit. These two commodities, both being
perishable, caused much of the headaches
that have plagued the present support
program. _

So far as the six basic ¢rops are con-
cerned three are under the dual restraint
of _acteage allotmients and ' marketing
quotas, These are peafiuts, tobacto and
cotton. Corn, wheat and rice . are under
acreage control but not - marketing - quo-
tas. Thus, it seems, the growers of these
crops, acting wisely, have cooperated in
steps designed to reduce output until
carryovers bécome neatrer their usual size.

The peoples of the world, it may be
said, can use the entire production of
American farmers, That is true but there
is no way for them to buy our surpluses.
Our foolish internatibhal trade policy,
ineluding the high tariff, prevents other
nations from selling their goods on the
U. S. market; and thus makes it impos-
sible for the mto get the dollar exchange
necessary to buy farm products.

The rediiction in plantings which
means a severe ¢ut in produetion, is deplor-
ed in some circlés but it would be extreme-
Iy foolish for American farmers to plan
bumper crops until, and unless, there is
a market for them at a fair Pprice. When
the demand drops, the agriculturalists,
with governmental guidance, should do
what every factory does, reduce -output
until demand increases.

RIDING BACKWARD SAFER

Tests by the Air Force indicate that
passengers riding backwards - ean with-
stand crash injuries ‘much better than
those who ride facing the direction of
travel.

Six members of the Air Force, volun-
teering for tests, ahd seated in a back-
ward position, withsteod a force of 35 G's
with little difficulty. Facing forward they
had to be strapped in with spécial harness.
The foree, incidentally, is described as the
equivalent of stopping an atitonobile; go-
ing 75 miles an hour, in a distaii¢e of nine
feet.

Becdause of injuries in ¢rash landings
the Air Force was anxious to find out how
much the human body could stand. The
tests involved the equivalént of & crash
landing and the information gleaiied from
the experiments may persuade aifplane
passengers to ride backwird as a safety
Measure against possible erashes.

CARS FOR WHITE HOUSE
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The White House will soon have a
fleet of five seven-passenger limousines and
one seven-passenger convertible, Wwith
bullet-proof glass and heavily-armored
moto¥, hood and sides, it is said.

The cars will cost abaut $30,000 each
but will be leased to the White House for
a small annual rental. Bach will have spec-
fal fittings, including two-way radios.

This may look like extfaordinary pre-
caution in 4 land where the people rule
and there is a general state of peaceful
content. Névertheless, it is a wise pre-
eaution, fully justified by the possible ex-
istenee of eranks, morons and the meém-
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A DREDGE CARVES A CHANNEL in Chesapeake Bay mp

a week ago and has
ground.
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tleship Missouri from shoals off Old Point

ke 4 i an attempt to free the U. S. Bat-
Comfort, Va.  "Big Mo” famined the mud bank .
frusirated all efforts to get her afloat. Old Point Comfort is in the back-
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GRATEFUL FOR AID
Editor; The Citizen:

We would like to express our
deepest thanks to the National
Foundation for Infantle Paraly-

for the prompt assistance ahd
reatment given to our soh, Arn-
old Benniett, when he was strick-
ef with polio in August 1949.

The March-of-Difmes eompaigh
is a wonderful opportunjty for
all of us to show our app
and to contribute as freely as pos- |
sible. It will always be the means |
of helping someone really in:
need of the proper treatmeht for
this disease.

Mrs. Wilhelmina Harvey " has
givén untiringly of her time and
sympathy to these stricken peo-
ple who really need it a  time
like this.

Again, we wish to thank the
National Foundation for Infan-
tile Paralysis and all of its wotrk-
ers for the prompt and efficient |
service rendered whenever they
are call upon. Let us give and'
give abundantly to such a won-
derful cause.

MR. AND MRS. G. W. MYERS.
Key West, Fla,

408 Margaret St.,
Jan. 24, 1950.

3

KEY WEST AIRPORT

FOURTH IN COUNTRY
Editor, The Citizen:

In answer to article in your!'
column, “Shortsightedness,” sign- |
ed “Native Key Wester,” under
date of Jan. 18, 1950, I do not
think that the writer of that art-
icle fully realizes the importance
of the “Airport” at Meacham
Field.

If he will answer this article
and identify himself I will en-
deavor to give him some fact re-
lative to. same. This airport now
rates fourth in the United States
on incoming passengers from for-
eign countries by air and this‘
amount also leave here for a for- ;
eign destination. l
I ean also furnish him with
dimportant information relative
to catgo going to and: coming
from Cuba that is handled at this
airport. Airports usually do not'!
make money themselves, it is
what the community as a whole
dérive from the operation.

I am also a Native Key West-
er, and fully realize the import-
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JUDITH COPLON. fotmer De-
pariment of Justice amploye,
walks through the rain to Fed.
eral Court in New York for |

trial on charges of espionage
conspiracy. She and Valentin
A. Gubitchev, Russiah engi-

She is accused of stealing na-

tiondl defense data from the !

government and slippihg it to
Gubitchev for transfer to
Russia.

—

ity, 1 hope that the county will

eventually own same so that it

will stay an airport.
CHARLES S. LOWE.

Jan. 26, 1950,

1418 6th St,

MOTOR VESSEL

ETAH

Leaving
Key West for
Mariel. Cuba

SATURDAY,
JANUARY 28

Autormbbiles Accepted
Until 8 A.M. Saturday

Tourists’ Automobiles
$39.50 (Each Way)

ance of this Airport and what its | < —
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From where L sit... 47 Joe Marsh

1 wrote that over an article in the
Clarion last week, but I didn't like
doliig it. After all, the man it was
aimed at — Slim Hendetson —is a
good friend of mine.

Slith came into quite & windfall
last mionith, and bought the old
Clarke place. The deed gave him
tithe t6 all the lahd—right dow to
the stréet. Then Slim started to
“take up the sidewalk to make his
lawn look batter.

I felt it wasn't fair to the town
and said so in my article. Next
morning Slim comes around and
waits to kiow What T mean—get-

Give Us Back
Our Sidewalks, Slim!

ting folks riled against him. I felt
ornery myself, and we had quite &
set-to over the whole business.

From where 1 sit, that was fool-
ish. Once we'd cooled off (over
luiich and a bottle of beer at Andy’s
Tavern), Slim decided the sidewalks
should stay—for the common good
and I prémised next time I'd take
a good look at the other fellow’s
point of view before writing any
articles about him!
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‘| TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS | pieasany, N. J
: (Know America) soe, :'ngi:la.c
George L. Hairison, boatd |gar, Bvans
chairman of the New York Life let\nn Texas;
Insurance Cos born in San Fran- mem Pleasant,
! gisco, 63 vears ago. Leo A. Beitz, ! x
Charles Scribher of New Yerk, | Phillips, Ithica, N. Y..Th'l;
" publisher, born thete, 60 years | Worth. Florence, Ala.; -
1 ago. win, St. Joseph, Mich.; Bi
¢ 000 Philadelphia, ¥a.; A R
 WEDNESDAY. JAN. 25, 1950 |Green Lake Wis; H

i : Green Lake, Wis.;
Dr. Francis X. Talbot, of H. Richman, Fla:

G st edior. borh|Jo¢ Hunter, Coral Gubles, i

irigton, notéd Jesuit editor, born|got _ Kah
in Philadelphia, 61 years ago. M‘* Brune, Lawrence, Kah,
Rabbi Louis Mann, of Chicago, | 2id Donald T. Jesick, Holland,

born 60 years Mich.

W. Somerset uz;sxham, famous m m

British author; born 78 years ago.
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the Modern Way

WORK... TIME
MONEY

Old fashioned, inefficient methods cost
you more—but modern, easy-to-operate,
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time-and-labor-saving electric conveni-
& ences mean better living and easier
3 work—at lower cost.

Use electricity exclusively. It does jobs

better . . . more economically.
Use it freely...because it does more
work for less.
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THE MORE YOU USE,
THE LOWER THE RATE
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City ElectricSystem
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