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DURDEN CASE
NOW ON TRlfil

IN U. S. COURT
After Much Delay the Insurance

Case Has Been Taken Up

in Savannah.

WILL END ON THRUSDAY

Motion Made Yesterday by At-

torney for the Defendant to

Quash Indictment Was Over-

ruled by the Court.

R. W. Durden, charged with using
the mails to defraud in connection
with the old Home Life Insurance
company in this city, is now on trial
in the United States court in Savan-
nah. The following account of yes-
terday’s proceedings in the case, from
the Savannah Press, will he of inter-
est :

The government prosecution of Mr.
R. W. Durden, president of the de-
funct Home Mutual Fire Insuance
company of Brunswick and Savannah,
and others connected with the com-
pany was begun in the United States
district court today.

Judge Emory Speer overruled a mo-
tion offered by Judge Max Isaacs, of
Brunswick, counsel for Mr. Durden, to
quash the indictment af< r argu-
ments were heard. The m l of the
case was immediately entei.-d upon.
It is likely it will not be c ncluded
until Tuesday noon.

Mr. Durden and six others, includ-
ing Mrs. C. I*. Durden, his wife were
indicted, charged with the fraudu-
lent use of the mails in the operation
of an alleged fake fire insurance'com-
pany several years ago. It is charged
by the government there was a
wholesale swindle of the policyhold-
ers of the company and that the bulk
of the proceeds went to Mr. Durden,
the principal, 'file defendants are:
Mr. and Mrs. Durden, Messrs. J. P.
Sh.elly, R. L. Walker, C. B. White, W.
N. Nanny and N. D. Cowart. They
lived at Brunswick at the time, but
since that time have scattered over
Georgia and Florida.

In outlining the government’s cake
Mr. Earl M. Donalson district attor-
ney said the prosecution would con-
tend that the defendants, and espe-
cially Mr. Durden, were guilty by
reason of (he fact that they organized
a fake fire insurance company in
Brunswick, started business willmul
capital and sent agents throughout,
the state to induce people to take out
policies. In carrying out the scheme
lo defraud, the district attorney said,
they used the mails.

From $750 to $2,500 a month was
taken in by the company, the gov-
ernment expects to show. Of this
amount, the government contends,
most went into Mr. Durden’s pocket.
It is charged Mr. Durden concocted
the scheme, organized the company,
and took practically all of the pro-
ceeds. The prosecution contends the
company had a board of directors,
but they had practically no charge
of the affairs of the company. It
contends Mr. Durden directed affairs
and the board passed anything he
desired; that he voted himself a
salary of SSOO a month and voted
his wife a large salary. In three
months Mrs. Durden took out over
SI,OOO, the government contends.

During the life of the company
several losses were paid but this
was done, Mr. Donalson said, to ad-
vertise the scheme. The company
moved from Brunswick to Savannah
before it suspended.

In stating the defense Judge Isaac*
said the company was properly o'r-

V Miized under the laws of the state
i,f Georgia. It was a “mutual” fire
'insurance company, like others or-
ganized ami conducted at the time,
until the legislature of the state en-
acted laws which prohibited them.
Prior to this act, Judge Isaac said
companies similar to the Home Mu-
utla Fire Insurance company of
Brunswick sprung up all over the
state. There was nothing novel about
it. He denied Mr. Durden organ-
ized it. hut declared it was started
by a Mr. Bailey, who went lo Bruns-
wick as an experienced insurance
man and induced Mr. Durden and
others to go into it. Mrs. Durden
did not get a salary, he said, but the
funds she received from tue com-
pany were reimbursements for money
she advanced when the company
was organized.

For a year after the company was
put in operation, the defense con-
tends, Mr. Durden received no sal-
ary. The board of directors regu-
larly voted him a salary of $250 a
month and, later, when he devoted
all of his time to the business, in-
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GERMANS LOSE
IN EFFORT TO

TAKE WARSAW
Another Plan Has Been Blocked

According to Report From
Petrograd.

ACTIVITY IS PRONOUNCED

New Movements Have Been

Made in Central Poland—Ger-

mans Intend to Posh Forward

Again in Borjimow Center.

PETROGRAD (via London), Feb. 27.

Thy German infantry is being thrust
back across the Nieman in Northern
Poland, and the Russian general staff

believes another German plan of at-
tack upon Warsaw has been success-
fully blocked.

Relationship is divided between
the stubborn German effort to cut
railroad communeation to the north
from Warsaw and the coincident re-
sumption of pronounced activity near
Borjimow, Central Poland, west of
Warsaw'. One Russian staff
says:

“Evidently the Germans intend to
push forward again in the Borjimow
center. For this purpose they need
reinforcements of troops on the front.
In the Kovno district activity is di-
minishing. Hence it is evident that
the Germans again are using their
perfect railway system to throw over
troops from Kovno towards Borjimow.
In order that we shall now be able
to do the same thing, namely, rush
troops southward to the Bzura and
Rav ; a rivers, the Germans are mak-
ing desperate efforts, first with cav-
alry and then with infantry, to cut
the railroad from Warsaw north to
Vilna. Thanks to the watchfulness
of our commanders and to the indom-
itable energy of our troops, the ef-
forts of the enemy have been futile."

The officer added that even hough
the German plans had succeeded,
this achievement would not have in-
fluenced greatly the Russian position
at Borjimow so long as the other rail-
road lines from Warsaw to the front
remained in commission. He said
further that the success which the
Russians are reported to have gained
at Przasnysz has uncovered (lie Ger-
man right flank operating at. Osso-
wetz where the artillery engagement
still remained undecided.

FIVE BIG LINERS
HEAVE NEW YORK

STEAMERS ARE ALL EXPECTED

TO GO TO PORTS IN THE

WAR ZONE.

NEW YORK. Feb. 27.—Five pas-
senger liners bound for ports in Ger-
many’s proclaimed war zone were in-
cluded in today’s sailings from this
port. Hundreds of passengers were

aboard.
The Luritania. now the largest as

well as the fastest passenger ship
traveling the Atlantic, had many
cabin passengers hooked for Liver-
pool. The American liner St. Paul
for Liverpool, the Holland-American
steamer Rotterdam for Rotterdam,
the Ruraine for Havre and the Kris-
tianaljord for Bergen were the other
sailings.

American flags and the words
“American Line,” in letters four feet
high, were painted on both sides of
the St. Paul’s hull.

Two American flags were painted
on her hows. The Rotterdam was
marked by lettering on her hull giv-
ing her name and destination.

CHATTANOOGA CHOSEN.
WASHINGTON, Feb. 27.- Chatta-

nooga, Tenn., was designated today
by the federal reserve b6ard as a
place wdiere national banks may
keep a portion of their required re-
serve.

STATE IS 111 NEED
OF HEADY MONEY

COMPTROLLER WRIGHT URGES

TAX COLLECTORS TO PUSH

COLLECTIONS IP POSSIBLE.

The following letter lias been sent
lo various tax collectors of Georgia
by Comptroller General W. A. Wright:

“I am advised by Governor Slaton
that the funds in the treasury have
been practically exhausted by the pay-
ment of the public school appropria-
tion, leaving practically no funds
from which the pensions of Confed-
erate soldiers and widows, which are
past due, can he paid.

"I am sure that each of you are
willingand anxious lo co-operate with
me in the prompt collection of the
state’s taxes in order to pay these old
men and women who are in need of
the small sums that the state appro-
priates lo them annually.

"I trust therefore that you will urge
ca.xpn.ycrs ot your county to mulio
payment of the taxes ue by them, and
remit same promptly to the state
treasury.”

creased it lo SSOO. It was no fake
corporation, Judge Isaacs said. The
defense contends this term was in-
jected to prejudice the case.

From a scientific insurance stand-
point the company could not work
oui, tiie defense contends, in course
of time it got into financial distress
and Mr. Durden paid out over $1,500
from his personal savings to pay loss
claims. But he came to the end of
his string, he said, and had to quit..

Mr. W. M. Farr, counsel for Mr.
Walker, announced to the jury this
defendant expected to contend he was
merely an employe of the company.
He was engaged by Mr. Durden to go
out and adjust claims. He was sec-
retary of the company, but did not
use Hie mails for any fraudulent
purposes.

A BUSINESS CHANGE

Capt. W. F. Symons Sells Grocery Es-
tablishment to T. J. McCall, Who

Assumes Charge Tomorrow.

Announcement was mas yesterday
of the purchase of the grocery busi-
ness of Captain W. F. Symons on Al-
bermale street to Thomas .1. McCall,
for many years connected with the
Downing company. Captain Symons
has been in the business for a number
of years and will engage in another
line later on. Mr. McCall is an old
Brunswickian, and has a host of
friends who will wish him an abun-
dance of success. He proposes to
make many improvements in the bus-
iness, is going to broaden it out con-
siderably and will appreciate the pat-
ronage of his firends. The following
notices are self-explanatory:
“To the Public:

“I have sold my business to Mr, T.
J. McCall, who will assume charge
on March 1. I would beg of my many
customers to continue to give to Mr.
McCall the same liberal patronage
with whitdi they have favored me. I
will be at the store during the month
of March and would ask all who are
indebted to me to arrange their ac-
counts as usual.

, “W. F. SYMONS.”
"To the Public:

“I beg to advise the patrons of Cap-
tain W. F. Symons and my friends
generally that i have purchased the
grocery business of Captain .Symons
and will appreciate the patronage of
all of them. '. '

"T. J. McCALL.”

arose and said. “I drew it, your
honor, and cheerfully take the re-
sponsibility.” He argued Judge
Isaacs’ views were not in conformity
with the latest decisions of the higher
courts.

8Y FLEEI AFTFfi
FOOTS AOE SOWN

Allies Ship Enter When the Big

Forts Were Finally Battered
to Pieces.

ARE ENTIRELY DISMANTLED

Battleships of France and Eng-

land Are Near the Gates of

Constantinople—Ships Cruise

Under Forts.

ATHENS (via London), Feb. 27.
An allied fleet aggregating 40 war-
ships today penetrated the Darda-
nelles straits as far as Hortari and
within range of Fort Intepe, on the
Adriatic side, according to reliable in-
formation here today.

Fort Intepe was destroyed. Various
Turkish encampments also wore bom-
barded. The ships are now within
range of Fort Dardanos.

A French squadrotl is cruising un-
der the forts at the; entrance of the
straits, which are ndw entirely dis-
mantled.

Report in Paris.
PARIS, Feb. 27.—ffl’he Athens cor-

spondent of the Matin says: "After
complete desi rai l ion, of the forts at
the entrance of the the
allied fleet penetrate! Ihe straits and
shelled the interior feats. It proceeded
down the Dardanelles |4 miles from
the entrance." ,

LONDON, Feb. 2l7.—British and
French warships continue to hammer
away at the doors of she Dardanelles,
which close Russias’b granary, and
the necessity of releasing Ihe wheat
accumulated on theriihores of the
Black Sea Infs led to a general;belief
that the attack is a serious undertak-
ing and- not merely a demonstration.
Official announeenmts declare that aft-
er reduction of the four outer forts
mine sweepers, went to work within
the straits under protection of. the
guns of the fleet. Unofficial dispatches
from Athens and Rome asserts that
at least one French warship actually
has penetrated the passage.

Germany remains silent regarding
her share of the military operations
in the east and in the* west. Austria
declares that Austrian and German
forces are holding their own in the
Oarpathians and Eastern Galicia.

Petrograd, less reticent, announces
a repulse of German attacks in north-
ern Poland with heavy losses. Asa
result of desperate fighting, the Rus-
sian staff claims to have forced back
the Germans along a front of 25 miies
in the Przasnysz region.

The impression is growing in Eng-
land that the German advance in East
Prussia is due mainly to political and
economical motives and that conse-
quently it is without great strategic
effect on the eastern campaign as a
whole.

In the west the French continue
to claim advances in the Champagne
district with quiet prevailing along
the rest of the line.

The shipbuilding strike is causing
some concern in London, but the
prompt action of the government in
ordering resumption of work during
arbitration is expected to settle the
trouble.

When the jury was drawn Judge
Speer excused the other jurors and
witnesses not interested in the trial
of this case until Tuesday at noon.
The jurors and witnesses were given
their per diem and permitted to re-
turn to their homes.

The jury is composed of the fol-
lowing: Mr. .1. S. Riggs, of Register,
foreman; Messrs. A. L. Wheeler, Tar-
rytown; D. O. Calhoun, Tarrytown;
Dan T. Mcßae, Mount Vernon; R, L.
Gaylord, Olyo; W. F. Harley, Baxley;
N. B .Harrison, Savannah; W. H.
Poppell, Barrington; George V. Lau-
ney, Savannah, James Steele, Jesup;
D. E. Byrd, Statesboro, and Crosby
Martin, Guyton.

The motion by Judge Isaacs to
quash the indictment was argued on
the ground that it failed to charge
any offense against that section. The
letters of the company were not
mailed tor any fraudulent purposes,
but were incidental lo the operation
of the company or “scheme,” it it
was such. Tiie mails were not used
to put the “scheme” into effect, he
said, and it was not alleged how the
placing of letters in receptacles for
mails were to be used in connectionwith the alleged fraudulent scheme.
A firm could be engaged in a “bunco”
business and still mail letters for a
legitimate purpose.

He declared the indictment was
“hopelessly insufficient,” explaining
he did not intend to cast any reflec-
tions upon the present district attor-
ney. Mr. A. H. Coddington, assistant,

FARMERS AOE TO
OE ENCOURAGED

G. C. & P. TO ASSIST IN FARMING
AND STOCK RAISING ALONG

ITS LINE.

General Manager Mendes, of the
Georgia Coast and piedmont, has
started a plan whereby, his line hopes
to greatly increase industrial and live-
stock industries in Mclntosh anil Lib-
erty counties, and the publicity that
the road is giving the subject at. pres-
ent is attracting much attention
among the farmers. The efforts of
“lie line to increase these two impor-
tant industries promises to bear fruit
in the near future. Discussing the
action of Mr. Mendes the Darien Ga-
zette says:

“Vice President Mendes is working
hard to put new life into the agricul-
tural and livestock industries in this
and Liberty counties, and all his of-

ENTER DARDANELLES
SAYS HUSBAND

LED INTO A TRAP
MRS. STEGLER WRITES PRESI-

DENT HE WAS MISLEAD BY

. GERMAN NAVAL ATTACKS.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 27. Presi-
dent Wilson today received ul letter
from Mrs. Richard I’. Stegler, wife of
tie- German reservist arrested in New
York on the charge of fraudulently
obtaining an American passport, de-
claring Stegler had been led into the
project by Captain Boy-Ed, German
naval attache here.

Mrs. Stegler asked that her hus-
band be set free. Her letter was re-
ferred to the department of justice,
which is in charge of the investiga-
tion.

Mrs. Stegler wrote the president
that Captain Boy-Ed has promised her
husband $l5O for her support while
Stegler was abroad and that she
would he given $l5O a month for life
if he was killed. She declared she
had no money now and did not know
how she could support herself unless
her husband was released.

''Will'll the _ secret service men
came to see my husband," wrote Mrs.
Stegler, "he told them the truth lie
cause he wanted everything lo lie
known. He could have burned the
passports and saved himself from
being accused of forgery, lint he told
everything.”

ALL STEEL CMS
ON TOE SOUTHERN

FIFTY-SEVEN NEW ONES HAVE

JUST BEEN RECEIVED FROM

THE BUILDERS.

Eight of Ih<> most important through
passenger trains of the Southern rail-
way have recently been equipped with
all-steel, electric-lighted< cars of the
most modern design, 57 cars just re-
ceived from the builders having been
placed in service.

The trains to which this equipment
was assigned are: Nosll 1 and 2, the
lloyal I’alm, between Jacksonville and
Chicago; Nos. 5 and G, the Florida Spe-
clla, between Jacksonville and Cincin-
nati; Nos. Id and 14, the Ohio Special,
between Jacksonville and Cincinnati;
Nos. 25 and 2G, the Memphis Special,
between Washington and Memphis;
Nos. 2!) and 20, the Birmingham Spe-
cial, between Washington and Bir-
mingham; Nos. 35 and 36, the 11. K.
Fast Mail, btween Washington and
New Orleans; Nos. 31 and 32, the
Southeastern Limited, between Wash-
ington and Jacksonville; Nos. 43 and
44, between Washington and Atlanta;
and Nos. 27 and 23, the Carolina Spe-
cial, between Charleston and Cincin-
nati. Nos. 37 and 38, the New York,
Atlanta and New Orleans Limited, is
an all-Pullman train and has been all-
steel since the Introduction of steel
cars.

The steel-frame cars, formerly used
in these trains, have been transferred
to other! hrough trains, releasing steel
underframe cars to bo placed in strict-
ly local trains, releasing wooden equip-
ment.

All Ibis new equipment, is in addi-
tion to the seven steel dining cars re-
cently placed in service and has been
provided in line with the policy of
Southern Railway company to give its
patrons the ail vantage of every possi-
bl protection anti convenience l.

FAVORABLE REPORT ON
HARRIS NOMINATION

WASHINGTON, Feb. 27. Favor-
able reports on the: nominations of
Joseph E. Davies, Edward N. Hurley,
W. J. Harris and W. If. Parry, as
members of the federal trade com-
mission, were voted today by the sen-
ate interstate commerce commission,
but action on the nomination of
George Itublee was deferred pending
a further hearing Monday.

forts in this direction we are sure
will be aided by the progressive por-
tion of the county if not all the peo-
ple. Mclntosh and Liberty are two

counties that are falling behind in pop-
ulation. A map before-us shows the
disquieting information that. Liberty
and Mclntosh counties are among the
few with railroad facilities who have
shown an actual decrease in popu-
lation. With our- many advantages
this state of affairs ought to be
Changed, ft is time to wake up and
get busyl"

WILL NOT HOLD
; EXTRA SESSION

OF THE SENATE
President Has About Decided

That It Will Not Be

Necessary.

TO DELAY MANY MEASURE,S

Number of Important Bills Will

Still Remain on the Calendar

When Senate Adjourns Ac-

cording to Present Outlook.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 27.—President
Wilson virtually lias decided not to
call a special session of the senate to

consider the Colombian and Niearau-
gnn treaties. At the White House to-

day it was said that while the ques-
tion still was under ronsidernion there
were little prospects of a special ses-
sion.

The opposition of some Republican
senators il improbable that,

any action on the treaties can be
taken during the present session. The
president expects, however, that at
least some of his nominess for the
federal trade commission will lie con-

firmed before March 4. Any not con-
firmed are expected to gel recess ap-
pointments.

The Democratic leaders hope to
lake up some general legislation in-
cluding the Philippine, the general
dam and ship purchase bills, bill
prospects for passage of these meas-
ures are not bright. Although con-
ferences oil the shipping bill have
agreed to a report the Republicans
are expected to continue their opposi-
t ion lo IInl measure.

The senali l and bouse banking com-
mittees met today to consider the sit-
uation arising of the MoCumber rural
credits bill in the agricultural appro-
priation bill. Il was believed the
Democrats would substitute for Hie
Met'umbei' bill the house bill, regard
ed us an administration bill.

Debate was resumed in the senate
on (lie conference report on the sea-
men's bill while (lie bouse considered
the general deficiency hill.

GEORGIA SUFFRAGETTES
ARE RUSHING FORWARD

A monster petition, signed by men
and women of Georgia, asking that
lilt" quest lon of equal suffrage be sub-
milled to the people, will be presented
to the legislature when It assembles
in June, aeoordng to plans made at

the quarterly meeting of the execu-

tive committee of the equal suffrage
party of Georgia at hearquarters in

AiUuiiitinn! wrr Jc. The petition" will

he circulated in every part of the state

and Atlanta alone is expected to con-
tribute at least 15,000 signatures.

The petition reads:
To the Members of the General As-

sembly of the State of Georgia:
We, the undersigned men and wo-

men of the state, do respectfully peti-

tion and urge upon your honorable
body to provide by suitable jqint reso-
lution and enactment for the submis-

sion to a vote of people of Georgia an

amendment lo the constitution, which,
when adopted will confer upon the

women (he same right of suffrage

now conferred upon the men in the
state.

While names are being secured for

the petitions, various suffrage organ-
isations throughout the stale will car-
ry on extensive speaking and public-

ity campaigns. From Savannah and
Columbus come reports of good work
already being done, and the Fulton

and DeKalh counties branch of the
party report increasing membership
and interest in the work.

Hr. Anna Howard Shaw, president
of the National Woman Suffrage as-
sociation. will speak in the larger
cities in the state some time in April.

The Atlanta branch of the equal

suffrage party of Georgia lias re-
cently had some new business paper
printed, and some of the most, promi-

nent men in Fulton county have put
their names on it as indorsers of suf-
frage. They are: James L. Anderson,
Hunt Gbipley, Charles Conklin, I,in-

ton Hopkins, E. It. Black, Jerome
Jones, Carroll Payne, Rev. John E,
White and others.

WILL OBJECTED
DETENTION OF

NATIONS SHIPS
Backs Probe of Violation of

Neutrality anil Customs

Laws.

U. S. POSITION IS SECURE

Document Charges Liners At-

tempted to Use Norwegian

Ships as Auxiliaries to the

German Navy.

NEW YORK. Fell. 27.—The federal
grand jury investigation in progress
here to determine if there lias been
systematic violation of American neu-
trality and customs laws was said to-
day to lie backed by a determination
of the Lnited States government to
make effective its stand against de-

tention of any American vessel by
belligerent powers on suspicion that
contraband is in the cargo.

It was explained unofficially that
the government’s position in the mat-
ter of preserving neutrality would lie
made more secure in the eyes of for-
eign nations by establishing a policy

of prosecuting attempts at ruc.li vio-
lations, since such prosecution would
in effect, il was pointed out, serve to
place guarantees upon American car-
goes that they were not contraband.

The documents in possession of the
jury contains charges that the Ham
Inirg American Steamship Line hint
attempted to use Norwegian mer-
chant ships as auxiliaries to the Ger-
man navy and in thin manner supply
coal, water and foodstuffs to German
war vessels in the Atlantic which
have escaped capture.

Misstatements in clearance papers
as to ports of call or destination and
false statements in manifests as to
the contents or cargoes' are alleged

and the investigation of the charges is

i living conducted, il is understood, on
the theory that such false statements

constitute a conspiracy against the
United States government.

Complaints are said to have boon

received by the federal authorities
that dozens of tramp steamers have
sailed wlili contra hi I cargoes after
making illegal manifests and untrue
statements as lo destinations. Sail-
ings from other Atlantic ports than
New York are included within tho
scope of tin' inquiry.

* -- -

GERMAN AVIATORS LANDED.
LOWESTOFT, England (via Lon-

don), Feb. 27. Two German aviators,
who for two days had clung to their
machines in the North Sea were land-
ed here today by the British trawler,
which rescued them. The Germans
fell while attempting to fly from Os-
tend to England last Sunday. They
were handed over to naval authori-
ties.

SENTENCED TO DEATH
ON PILLAGE CHARGES

RENNES, France (via Baris), Fell.
27. Carl Vogeiegesang, a German sol-
dier of the Twenty-sixth Saxon infan-
try, lias been sentenced to death by
a French court-martial which found
him guilty of pillaging while under
arms, of arson and of dispatching

French wounded. Among evidence
against, him is his own dairy, found
on tiis person when lie was made
prisoner last September.

Vogelgesang denied lie had killed
wounded men, tint admitted the other

charges, and declared lie was acting
under orders.

GEORGE WILLIAM AYLIFF,
THEATRICAL CRITIC, DEAD

LONDON, Feb. 27.—George William
Ayliffe, well-known theatrical critic,
is dead at his home on the Thames,
aged ninety years.

Asa boy Ayliffe was a great fa-
vorite of King William IV. In the
late sixties he joined the staff of a
theatrical paper, and through this
connection became a close friend of
Charles Dickens.

ROCK ISLAND PROBE RESUMED.
WASHINGTON, Fell. 27.- Today the

interstate commerce commission re-
sumed tlie investigation of affairs of
the Rock Island railway system.
There is a chance that tlie taking of
testimony will end today. Ogden Mills,
former Rock Island director, was a
witness tills morning.

FOUND WITH SKULL CRUSHED..
SELMA, Ala., Feb. 27.—I,ate last

night the body of J. F. Gregory, prom-
inent lumberman, was found near his
home al Uiderville in the woods. Two
bullet holes were in Hie head, and the
skull badly crushed. Officers are in-
vestigating.

FOOD SITUATION BETTER.
WASHINGTON, Feb. 27.—Carran-

zas agency here today announced re-
ceipt of a report from Vera Cruz say-
ing “the food situation in Mexico City
is better and food supplies are being
received from various sources and dis-
tributed among the jioor.
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