
VOLUME XIV—NUMBER 232.
PRICE FIVE CENTS.

GOVERNOR COMMUTES SENTENCE OF LEO FRANK
Crowd Headed For Governor’s Home Last Night
PRISONER SECRETLY MOVED TO

STATE FARM SUNDAY NIGHT

FROM ICON IQ
MILLEDGEVILLE

IN AUTOMOBILE
SENSATIONAL MURDER CASE

COMES TO AN END BY

COMMUTATION OF SEN*

TENCE ON EVE OF DATE

SET FOR HANGING.

ATLANTA, June Sl.—Governor
Slaton today commuted 1.. M. Frank’s
death sentence for the murder of

Mary Phagan to life impnx..nment.
Official announcement o. the decis-

ion was made several hi is after

Frank had been secretly ren: .veil from
the county jail here and taken to the

state prison farm near Milledgeville.

An extra edition of a local news-
paper early in the day stated unoffi-

cially that Frank's sentence had been

commuted and crowds began to gath-

er on downtown street corners. One
man went after a mounted policeman

and attempted to dismount the officer

by seizing his horse’s reins. This stir-
red one crowd to a high pitch of ex-

citement but the incident passed with-
out any violence.

A sjteaker tried to address a crowd
that packed around the city hall short-

ly after the decision of the governor

became known but city police stopped
the meeting at once.

Frank left Atlanta at midnight over
the Central of Georgia for Macon. He
was in charge of Sheriff Mangum and
a number of deputies. An automobile

met the sheriff and his prisoner at
Macon, and within thirty minutes aft-
er the train’s arrival Frank was
speeding to the state farm near Mil-
ledgeville. The only stop in Macon
after leaving the union station was

at a garage for some oil. Frank, ac-
cording to reports, appeared rather
nervous and ill at ease.

Leaving the local jail by a rear door,
the officers took the prisoner in an

automobile to the railroad station,
where a deputy had purchased tick-

ets for the party to Macon. Frank

was not handcuffed. He did not wear
the heavy spectacles he generally

wore. A black, soft hat was pulled

down over his face.
When the train reached Macon sev-

eral persons at the station saw Sher-

iff Mangum and Frank alight from a
Pullman and Frank was positively

identified.
Obtaining an automobile the party

started from Macon for Milledgeville,
a distance of 31 miles, arriving there
at 4:30 o’clock this morning.

So secretive had been tne officials

here as to their plans that not even
the superintendent at the prison farm

nad been notified that Frank would
be there today.

AVIATOR GRAY MAKES
FIRST FLIGHT ON ISLAND

Varge Number of People on St. Simon
i Saw Him Make Flight in His

Wright Eiplane.

George A. Gray, the aviator who ar-

i-ived on St. Simon Sunday, and who
\ to spend the week there, making
jVo flights daily, made his initial

flight yesterday morning when, short-
ly after 10 o’clock, in the presence of

a large crowd, he ascended and for

ten or 15 minutes flew around the isl-
and, greatly to the pleasure of those

who were present.
The aviator made the ascension

from the beach just in front of the

cottage of F. D. Aiken at the pier.

His flight was a success in every way,
and several circles around the pier

were made. He was in the air for

more than ten minutes.

Gray' will continue these flights

throughout the week, making two
daily, one in the morning and one in

the afternon. It is expected that large

crowds from the city and this imme-

diate section will visit the island du-

ring the week to witness the flying

machine in operation.

Chronology of Frank Case

ATLANTA, tune 21. —The following is the complete chronology of
the L. M. Frank case:

April 26, 1913—Mary Phagan was murdered in the national pencil
factory', Atlanta.

April 27, 1913—Her body was found in the basement of the factory.
April 29, 1913—L. M. Frank placed under arrest.
April 30, 1913—Frank accused of knowledge of the murder.
Ma.v 1, 1913 —Jim Conley, negro sweeper in factory, arrested.
May 24, 1913—Frank indicted 'on murder charge, on Conley’s tes-

timony'.

July 2S, 1913—Frank’s trial begun in Fulton county superior court,
Atlanta.

August 23, 1913—Jury finds verdict of guilty.
August 26, 1913—Frank sentenced to hang October 10. Motion filed

for new trial.

October 31, 1913—New trial is denied by superior court.
February 17, 1914—Georgia supreme court affirms conviction.
March 7, 1914—Frank re-sentenced to hang on April 17.
April 16, 1914, another motion for new trial filed, staying execution.
April 25, 1914—Frank’s sanity examined, found to be normal.
June 6, 1914—New' trial again denied.
November 14, 1914, Georgia supreme court sustains denial of peti-

tion for new trial.
November 18, 1914—Georgia supreme court detnies writ of error.
November 21, 1914—Frank’s attorneys seek writ of error from Jus-

tice Lamar of United States supremhe court.
November 23,' 1914 —Justice Lamr refuses writ.
November 25, 1914—Justice Holmes of United States supreme

court also refuses writ.

December 7, 1914—Full bench of United States supreme court re-
fuses writ of error.

December 9 1914—Frank re-sentenced to hang January 22.
December 21, 1914—United* States District Judge W. T. Newman

refuses application for writ of habeas corpus.
December 24, 1914—Frank’s attorneys apply to Justice Lamar for

a certificate of reasonable doubt and appeal.
December 28, 1914—Justice Lamar grants appeal and certificate of

reasonable doubt.

February 25, 1915—Frank case argued before full bench of United
States supreme court.

April 19, 1915—Supreme court, with Justices Holmes and Hughes
dissenting, dismiss plea for w'rit of habeas corpus.

April 22, 1915 Plea for commutation to life imprisonment filed
with Georgia prison commission.

June 9, 1915—Georgia prison commission refuses plea.
June 10, 1915—Plea for commutation to life imprisonment filed with

Governor John M. Slaton.
June 21, 1915—Governor Slaton commutes sentence to life imprison-

ment.

SHOT NEGRO DOWN
BUI HE ESCAPED

POLICE ARE PUZZLED AS TO

WHERE HE WENT AFTER

BEING SHOT.

A negro burglar wras shot down last

night by Officer Cowman shortly be-
fore 11 o’clock; shot down to the

ground, hut still he escaped, and three

members of Brunswick’s police force

are more than, puzzled as to where he

went after receiving a bullet in his
back.

Just before 11 o’clock last night a
negro woman ’phoned the police bar-
racks, stating that she had just passed
the store of Mrs. Hesse, corner of
Wolf and George street, and that burg-
lars were then attemptng to enter the
tore. Officers Levison, Cowman and
Russell, all of whom wehe at the bar-

racks at the time jumped into an auto-
and reached the scene within a few
minutes. They quickly surrounded the
little store, Officer Cowman taking a
stand near a side fence, where one
or two of the pailings had been torn
off. Just a second after he arrived
there he saw the negro coming for the
hole in the fence, but the burglar saw
the officer when about ten feet away
and turned and started in another di-
rection, whereupon Officer Cowman
fired directly at him. The negro fell
to the ground, and the officer thought
he had him. He called to the other
two officers and they all rushed inside
the fence, but the negro was gone.

Negroes in the rear of the store
called to the officers that the wounded

j man had crawled under the house. A

thorough search was made, in all of
the yards, under the house and every-
where else, but the negro was never
located. Officer Cowman stated after-
wards that he was sure he struck the
negro when he fired upon him, that
he saw him fall to the ground, there-

fore the officers are very much pt
zled over his disappearance.

THE LONGEST DAY
AND THE HOTTEST

IT PROBABLY TOOK ALL OF THIS

FOR BRUNSWICK TO WIN FIRST

HALF OF LEAGUE RACE.

Many records were established yes-
terday, not only from a weather view-
point, but otherwise. It was the long-
est day in the year, the hottest of
the summer, and the Brunswick base-
ball club, for the first time since the
city has had professional baseball,
won a pennant—or rather just a piece
of one, when they copped the first
half of the season in the Georgia
State league.

June 21 is the longest day in the
year, but that was no reason why the
mercury had to soar up in the neigh-
borhood of the century mark. It did
not go quite that high, but came with-
in two degrees of it.

The forenoon was unusually hot, the
hottest we have experienced this sum-
mer, but shortly after noon an electri-
cal storm prevailed and there was rain
and wind and thunder and lightning,
and all this served to send on the
downward shoot, and the afternoon
and evening was pleasant.

?

LAST OF NEXT WEEK.

WASHINGTON, June 21.—Authori-
tative advices received from Berlin
today indicates that Germany’s reply
to the American note will not be de-

, livered to Ambassador Gerard until

I the end of next week.

TRAINED ON LEMBERG.

BERLIN, June 21. —The Teutonic ar-
tillery is bombarding the forts defend-
ing Lemberg. Late news dispatches
received here state that the Russian
forces are retreating all along the line
following their defeats at Grodek and
Magierow, and on the Wereszyka river
battle front.

BIG CROWD OFF
10 GOVERNOR’S
COUNTRY HOI

SPECIAL OFFICERS RUSHED
TO SCENE TO PREVENT
ANY TROUBLE-FIFTH REG*

IMENT WAS BEING HELD IN

READINESS.
.

\

ATLANTA, June 21 (11 p.m.).
Crowds which have thronged
the streets of Atlanta during the
day and which surrounded the

' capitol, all of whom strongly
showed their disapproval of the
commutation of the sentence of
Leo M. Frank, were rapidly dis-
persed during the afternoon, but
as night came on were rapidly
increased.

It was reported at 10 o’clock
tonight that a mob composed of
several thousand people were
headed for Governor Slaton's
country home five miles from
Atlanta, and this rumor occa-
sioned considerable excitement.
Policemen on horseback and a
large number of officers in au-
tomobiles were flurried to the
scene.

It is also reported that armed
guards have been stationed
about the governor's home and
every precaution has been taken
to avoid trouble.

Members of the Fifth Georgia ,
regiment have assembled at
their armory ready to be called
out if their services are needed.
The announcement that the mi-
litia had assembled started riot
rumors, which were current all
over the city during the early
part of the night.

MARIETTA CARS STOPPED.
The local street railway com-

pany during the day discontin-
ued its cars to Marietta, in
which the large crowds had
come during the day. Unable
to reach Atlanta by street cars
many of the country folk hired
automobiles and came to the
city, joining the crowds on the
street and around the capitol.

So far no violence has been
attempted. Members of the
mbbs have confined themselves
to loud talking and many
threats.

SALOONS CLOSED.
AH beer saloons and locker

I clubs have been closed during
the day, and very little if any
drunkenness has been seen on
the streets.

THANK GRATEFUL
TO HIS FRIENDS

UPON REACHING PRISON FARM

EXPRESSES BELIEF THAT HE
I

WILL EE EXHONORATED.

MILLEDGEVILLE, June 21.—Ex-
pressing himself as grateful to Gov-
ernor Slaton and to the thousands of
friends who have remained loyal to
him, L. M. Frank (convict No. 965)
today declared that he had felt intui-
tively inclined that the governor would
at least commute his sentence. The
prisoner said that he felt somewhat
upset after his experience of last
night, but that when lie accustomed
himself to the changed surroundings
he found at the prison farm he might
have something further to say.

' “But,” he added, “I intend abiding
by the rules of the prison farm. I

want also to reiterate my innocence
and to express ft conviction that the
day is not far distant when I will be
exhonorated.”

Alter being measured this morning,
Frank was given a number and a
suit of convict stripes, denoting the
lowest grade prisoner. After he makes
a record at the farm in the course of
a month or longer he will be relieved
of the stripes and given a suit of
prison gray.

Frank stated to the newspaper man
this morning that he had no advance
notice regarding the commutation as
a result, he left the Fulton county
tower without having time to pack his
grip. The first Intimation came when
at 11:24 Sheriff Mangum visited his
cell and led him away. Six minutes
later, at 11:30, the sheriff, his prisoner
and the guards left the tower, where
subsequently they boarded a Central
of Georgia train, making the run to
Macon and thence by motor ear to the
prison farm.

CURIOSITIES FOR
ISLAND VISITORS

FOUR-HUNDRED-POUND TURTLE

AND TWO LARGE SHARKS

VIEWED BY MANY.

Inland visitors to St. Simon have
during the past few days had more
than usual to attract their attention,
and many of them are now talking

about the large and strange-looking
things that have been pulled out of
the ocean by fishermen and others on
the island.

Sunday a sea turtle, weighing up-
wards of 400 pounds was caught by a
party of fishermen and was on exhi-
bition at the pier, attracting the at-
tention of many visitors from the in-
terior.

Two large sharks of the man-eating
variety were also pulled in, one of
them measuring eight feet and the
other a little over four feet. These
two sharks were also being exhibited
by the “candy man” at the pier and
attracted the attention of many visi-
tors.

—?-
NA THORIUM PROVING A

VERY POPULAR PLACE
Large Crowds Are Visiting It Daily

and Many Spectators Watch
the Bathers.

The natitorlum, thrown open to the
people of Brunswick several days ago
by Dr. G. V. Cate just in the rear of
his drug store out on tyorwich street,
is proving a very popujar place these
hot afternoons and evenings, and ever
since it has been ropen- iti has been
visited by large crowds.

Last night one of (he largest-crowds
yet present was op hand, and besides
the many spectators, the swimming
pool was well crowded, the bathers be-
ing composed of men, women and
children.

While Dr. Cates has not entirely
completed the natitorlum, work still

jbeing in progress, he has a most de-
lightful place, and it has already been
demonstrated that just such a place or

| amusement was badly needed in
Brunswick. Already many young-

; sters have learned how to swim, while
ja large number of ladies of the city
are rapidly learning. In a short time

, the large pavilion and other work now
| und'er way will h e entirely completed.

It is believed that the crowd
simply wished to show their dis-
pleasure and resentment over
Governor Slaton’s action in com-
muting Frank’s sentence and
when this is done wilt return
from their long march to his
country residence.

Very little, if any, disorder is
seen on the main streets of At-
lanta tonight.

NEED AMMUNITION.

PETROGRAD. June 21.—The great

battle for the possession of Lemberg is
raging over a half circle battle front 35
miles long. The Teuton forces are
using every resource against the Rus-
sians. The Russian forces have been
seriously crippled by the shortage of
Farms and ammunition.

GOV. SLATON TELLS
WHY HE COMMUTED

SENTENCE OE FRANK
SAYS "I WOULD RATHER PLOW IN FIELD FOR IMF. REST

OF MY LIFE THAN TO HAVE THIS MAN’S ULOOI) ON

MV HANDS”—GOES FULLY OVER THE ENTIRE CASE
AND SAYS THAT THE NEGRO, JJM CONLEY, CONTRA-
DICTED HIMSELF IN HIS TESTIMONY.

ATLANTA,June 21—Governor John
M. Slaton was al his country home
when he announced his decision in the
Frank appeal for executive clemency.
He also made public a statement ex-
plaining why lie commuted the sen-
tence. In it he called especial atten-
tion to the intense feeling that pre-

vailed at the time of the trial of Leo
M. Frank.

Al the lime the governor made pub-
lic his written statement ne also dic-
tated the following: "‘All that 1 ask
is that the people read my statement
of the reasons why I commuted Leo
M, Frank’s death sentence lo life im-
prisonment before they pass judgment.

“‘Feeling as I do about this cause I
would he a murderer if 1 allowed lids
man to hang. It may mean I must live
in obscurity the rest of my days but I
would rather be plowing in the field
than to feel for the rest of my life
that 1 had this man’s blood on my
hands.”

Governor Gives His Reasons.

In his statement exhaustively ex-
plaining Ills reasons for commuting
Frank’s sentence, Governor Slaton
stated the circumstances surrounding
the murder of Mary Phagan in the
National Pencil factory here on April
26, 1913, the conviction at Frank and
his appeal for clemency. He mention-
ed the attention attracted to the case
all over the country and the wide-
spread appeals for commutation. Con-
tinuing (lie statement he says:

“The murder was a most heinous
one and the offender deserves the pun-

ishment of death. The only queston
is as to the identity of the criminal.
The responsibility is upon the people
of Georgia to protect tjie lives of her
citizens and to maintain the dignity
of her laws, and if her choice must
he made between the approbation of
cit(zens of other states arid the en-
forcement of our laws against offend-
ers, we must choose the latter alter-
native.

murder and that he admitted paying
Mary I’hugan the wages due her. Ho
far as known, ho says, Frank was the
last person who saw her alive.

Other facts enumerated by the gov-
ernor and to him the more important
of those shown by the slate were:

That Frank at 4 o’clock the after-
noon of the murder allowed the negro
watchman, Newt Lee, to leave the fac-
tory for two hours; that same evening
Frank called Lee over the phone; that
Lee found the double inner doors lock-
ed, all of which things he had never
done before; that a cord similar to
that with which the girl was strangled
was found in quantities on the metal
room floor and in less quantities in
the basement, where the body was dis-
covered.

He also included the testimony of
Mhss Monteen Stover that when she
was in Frank’s office, about the time
the state contended Frank and the
I’hagan girl were In the metal room,
Frank was not in his office, although
he had declared lie had nut left the
office.

"The most startling and topectacu-
lnr testimony In the case was that
given by a negro, Jm Conley, who fre-
quently had been in the chaingang,”
the statement says, lie then referred
to the “murder notes” found beside
the body which Conley finally ad-
mitted he had written at Frank’s dic-
tation. "Conley claimed Frank asked
him to come to the factory on Satur-
day and watch for him as he had done
which he explained meant that Frank
expected to meet some woman.

The governor says: “Conley occu-
pied a dark place beside the elevator
shaft behind some boxes.” Conley
mentioned several male and female
employes, who went up the steps to
the second floor, vthere Frank’s office
was. He said Mery I’hagan went up
the stairs; that In a few minutes he
heard footsteps gong toward the
metal room; that he heard a scream
and then dozed. In a few minutes
Frank stamped and Conley locked the
door and then Frank whistled and
Conley unlocked the door and went
upstairs. He said Frank was shiver-
ing and trembling and told him he had
made advances to the girl and she re-
pulsed him and he struck her too hard
and she fell and hit her head against
something and lie didn't know how
badly she was hurt. Conley said he
found the girl in the metal room with
a cloth around her neck as though to
catch blood although there was no
blood at the place.

"According to Conley’s story, Frank
told him to get a piece of cloth and
wrap the body in it and Conley got a
piece of bed ticking and tied up the
body, carried it near the dressing
room, dropped it, then called on Frank
to assist him. He said that, he and
Frank took the body to the basement
in the elevator, that they rolled the
body out of the cloth and then went
to Frank’s office; that Ftnma Clark
and Corintha Hall came Into the office
and Frank put him in the wardrobe,
and after they left Frank dictated the
murder notes.

The statement then points out alleg-
ed inconsistencies in Conley’s story
and mentions several contradictions in
his story as related in various affi-
davits. Among them he said were the
evidence that the elevator had not
been used Saturday afternoon, that
Frank could not have carried the girl
down the hatchway while Conley, a
powerful negro, could have done so,
that no bed ticking ever had been seen
in the factory, that it was agreed the
murder could not have been commit-
ted before 12:05 p.m., and yet Conley
has Emma Clark and Corintha Hall in
Frank’s office after the body has been
disposed of while unimpeached testi-
mony showed that they reached the
factory at 11:25 and left at 11:45 a.m.

In conclusion the governor said:
"in any event the performance of

my duty under the constitution, is
matter of my conscionce. The respon-
sibility rests where the power is re-

(Continued on Last Page.)

“It Is charged that the court and
jury were terrorized by a mob and
that the jury was coerced into their
verdict.

“When Frank was indicted and the
ir was filled with rumors as to the
murder and mutilation of the girl,
there was intense feeling, and to such
and extent that my predecessor, Gov-
ernor Brown, stated in argument be-
fore me that ne had the militia ready
to protect the defendant if any attack
was made. No such attack was made
and from the evidence he maintained
none was contemplated. Some weeks
later the defendant was put on trial.”

The governor then referred to Geor-
gia’s lhws relating to change of venue,
declaring these provisions are most
broad in behalf of the defendant to
Insure one a fair trial. Frank,,he said,
went to trial without asking a change

of venue and submitted bis case to
a jury that was acceptable to him.

“During the progress of the trial,”
he continued, “after evidence had been
Introduced laying the crime with manv

offensive details upon Frank, the feel-
ing against him became intense. If

the audience in the courtroom mani-
| tested their deep resentment toward

[Frank, it was largely by this evidence
of feeling beyond the court's power to
correct. It would be difficult for an
appellate court or a trial court to
[grant anew trial in such a long ease

[because the audience In the court-

I room on a few occasions indicated
jtheir sympathies. The jury found the
defendant guilty and with exception of
the demonstration outside the court-
room there was no disorder. Nothing
was done which the court ceuld cor-
rect through legal machinery.”

The governor said the United States
supreme court had sustained the rul-
ing. He declared the charge against
the state of Georgia of racial preju-
dice is unfair. He then reviewed the
evidence.

I lie asserted the state proved that

I Frank was in the office of the factory
a little after 1 o’clock the day of the
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