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Indian Corn Hills Found in Rock Island County 
On the banks of Rook river, to the 

• •west of Black Hawk's Watch Tower, 
is the aisle of what was once the lar
gest Indian village in this western 
country, and by many, claimed to be 
the largest in Ameflca, says a writer in 
the Rock Island (111.) Union. As to 
the latter there is but conjecture on 
which to base it. It is safe to say, 
however, that it was much larger 
than the usual Indian village and that 
it was occupied for a longer period 
than usual by the aborigines. It was 
at this village that the war chief, 
Black Hawk, lived. The Sac and Fox 
Indians constituted its inhabitants. 
Here they spent their summers. And 
here they raised such crops as gave 
them sustenance aside from what they 
secured in the hunt and the chase. 

The principal crop was Indian corn. 
These fields were scattered over the 
hills and in the valleys surrounding 

them that it could not be moved and1 Hock Island and he seemed displeased 
hiB father had them leveled off. 

I; May Still Be 8een. 
Those who are interested enough in 

Indian lore and the history of 
Indian traditions hereabouts, 

because we had returned to our! 
village and told me we must return 
to the west of the Mississippi. I told | 
him plainly that we would not. 11 

the visited the interpreter at his house, { 
may I who advised me to do as the agent j 

step from their automobile and within 
twenty yards from their vehicle view 
the remnants of the agricultural in
dustry of the dusky Indian maids and 
matrons—for be it known that moj 
field work was done by the women. I 
A short time ago John H. Hauberg, j would 

had directed me. I then went to the 
trade and upbraided him for purchas
ing our lands. He said if he had not] 
purchased them some person else | 
would and that if our Great Father | 
would make an exchange with us hej 

willingly give up the land he! | 
Secretary of the Rock Island County i had purchased, to the government.; | 
H i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y  t o o k  h i s  c a m e r a  j  T h i s  I  t h o u g h t  w a s  f a i r  a n d  b e g a n  j  
with him on a visit to these old corn; to think he had not acted as badly. 
patches. The result of his visit may| as I had suspected. We again re"ji 
be seen in the cuts published here- j paired our lodges and built others as: 
with. It was a difficult matter to get I our village had been burnt and de-
a  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  " h i l l s "  s o  b i t s  o f  j  s t r o y e d .  O u r  w o m e n  s e l e c t e d  s m a l l  j  
white paper were placed upon thcs j patches to plant corn where the. 
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tops of them. In one of the piotures 
two or three of the hills may be 

the Watch Tower and the site of the j  plainly seen. The figures of the men 
in the pictures, standing beside a 
hill with one foot resting on top of 

village. There are those still living 
who recall the stalks in the abandon-
ed fields. It was in 1832 that the In
dians crossed to the west of the Miss
issippi river never to return and it is 
supposed that little corn was raised 
during the two or three years pre
ceding that date owing to the fact 
that they were troublous ones. Most 
of the time was devoted to warfare, 
although an attempt was made to put 
to a crop in the spring of 1831. 

it, will 
height. 

give some idea as to their 

MaHner of Raising Com. 
In planting and cultivating corn 

there was no regularity. The fields 
were patches irregular In shape to 
conform to the "clearing" in which 
they were located. There were no 
rows, but the corn was planted in 
"hills" about equidistant from each 
other, but with no relation as to align
ment. Ae the corn grew the earth 
was pulled toward the stalk and thus; so. 
the "hill" was created. There is 
reson to believe that the following 
season these "hills" were not leveled 
but the new seed corn was planted 
in them so that they became more or 
leBs permanent. These little mounds, 
or "hills'' covered a large tract of 
country and there are still traceB of 
them, but of course, much of the 
ground has long since passed under 
the plow. There are. however, still 
traces of these corn hills to be seen. 
David Sears of Searstown can locate 
a number of these old patches or 
fields. Phil Mitchell remembers that 
there were a number in the inclosure 
Of Chippianock cemetery and that 
the ground was so uneven because of 

A Little History. 
The statement is ma'de above that 

the last corn planted by the Indians 
was in the spring of 1831. This is 
in accord with Black Hawk's Autobi
ography, republished in the first 
months of this year in The Dally 
Union. 

It was In the tall of 1829 that the 
Indians were told to cross the Miss
issippi and not come back. Whites 
were settling rapidly in this section 
of the country and, under a treaty 
signed at St. Louis by some of the 
members of the tribe, their land was 
being sold off. Chief Keokuk refused 
to return in the spring of 1831, but 
Black Hawk was determined to do 

Black Hawk, in his autobiography 
says: 

"Our women received bad accounts 
from the women who had been rais 
ing corn at the new village, of the 
difficulty of breaking the prairie with 
hoes and of the small quantity of 
corn raised. We are nearly in the 
same condition in regard to the lat
ter, it being the first time I ever 
knew our people to be in want of pro
visions. 

"I prevailed upon some of Keokuk's 
band to return this spring to Rock 
river village, but Keokuk himself 
would not come. I hoped that he 
would get permission to go to Wash
ington and Bet tie our affaire with our 
Great Father. I visited the agent at 

whites had not taken them in their; 
fences, and worked hard to raise 1 
something for our children to subsist, 
on." 

Again in the spring of 1831 he re-1 
turned to his old home. It was then 
that General Gaines was sent here to 
aid the militia in removing the In
dians. Their corn had been planted 
a n d  t h e y  a s k e d  t o  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  r e - j  
main until after its harvest, but hej 
insisted that they leave at once. 
Continuing, Black Hawk says: j 

"The war chief (General Gaines) 
appointed the next day for our re
moval. I would have remained and 
been taken prisoners by the regulars, 
but was afraid of the multitude of 
pale faced militia who were on horse
back and under no restraint of their 
chiefs. 

"We crossed the river during the 
night and camped some distance be
low Rock Island. The great war chief 
convened another council for the pur
pose of making another treaty with 
us. In this treaty he agreed to givfe 
us corn in place of that we had left 
growing in our fields. I touched the 
goose quill to this treaty and was de
termined to live in peace. 

"The corn that had been given us 
was soon found to be inadequate to 
our wants, when loud lamentations 
were heard in the camp by the wom
en and children for their roasting 
ears, beans and squashes. To satisfy 
them a number of teraves went over 
in the night to take corn from their 
own fields. They were discovered by 
the whites and fired upon. Com
plaints were again made of depreda
tions by some of my people, on their 
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the left hand had rested beans, and'*' 
immediately where she had been -
seated, tobacco. 

The two first have ever since been 

cultivated by our people as our prin
cipal provisions, and the last is used 
for smoking. The white people have 
since found out the latter, and Beem 
to relish it a8 much aswe do, i 
they used it in different ways, name
ly: Smoking, snuffing and chewing. 
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Organization for the purpose of 
draining the land known as the Moody 
priarie between the Pabius and North 
rivers on the Missouri side of the MIS' 
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0WThererafteidit"was war. No more! sissippi river was perfected at a meet-
did the Indians cultivate the fields,: held in_ Qu ncy. 
but the whites took possession of sists °r 

them. 

The land con
acres, 2,500 acres of 

which has been purchased by Clayton 
Mark, millionaire manufacturer of 
Chicago. 

,, Engineers in charge of the work 
Here is the story of the coming °fijjave been making preliminary sur-

How Corn and Beans Came. 

corn, beans and tobacco to the In
dians as told by Black Hawk in his 
autobiography: 

I will here relate the manner In 
which corn first came. According to 
tradition handed down to our people, 

; veys for the past few weeks and the 
! woifc of building the huge levee will 
I start in a short time. The work is in 
| charge of John Nolln, of Jefferson 
! City, Mo., state agent in charge of all 
drainage work In Missouri; E. W. Mc-
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a beautiful woman was seen to de- ] (jreary> civil engineer of Marietta, 
scend from the clouds and alight up- Ohio, and Edward T. Perkins, head of 
on the earth, by two of our ancestors: tbe perkiM Engineer company of Chi-
who had killed a deer, and were i cag0> one 0f the largest drainage corn-
sitting by a fire roasting a part of it* panles jn the world. Mr. Perkins wa3 
to eat. They were astonished at see- j pre8ent at the meeting yesterday, 
ing her," and concluded that she was J Tw0 yearg ag0 Loren C. Cox, United 
hungry and had smelt the meat. They j g(_ates revenue collector for the dis-
immediately went to her, taking with • trjct 0f Quincy, made a trip to Chtca-
tliem a piece of the roasted venison. |g0 an(j interested Mr. Perkins in the 
They presented it to her, she ate it, pr0ject. Mr. Perkins in turn secured 
telling them to return to the spot the financial backing of Mr. Mark, the 
where she was sitting at the end of; owner of the land. Mr. Cox was giv-
one year, and they would find a re-1 en tj,e privilege of securing options 
ward for their kindness and gener- j on the land and since last September 
osity . She then ascended to the j he ^as been making land purchases, 
clouds and disappeared. The men re-

Missouri. The project will benefit 
Quincy from a trading standpoint and t 

w i l l  d o  m u c h  t o w a r d  o p e n i n g  o t h e r  j  
bottom lands along the Mississippi | 
river. Mr. Nolin and Mr. McCreary J 
and a corps of surveyor will have! 
charge of the work for the Perkins En-; 
glneering company. The building of | 
the levee and installation of the com-1 
plete independent system of drainage j 
will mean the expenditure of a large | 
amount of money. 

turned to their village, and explained 
to the tribe what they had seen, done 
and heard, but were laughed at by 
their people. When the period had 
arrived for them to visit this conse
crated ground, where they were to 
find a reward for their attention to 
the beautiful woman of the clouds, 
they went with a large party, and 
found where her right hand had rest
ed on the ground corn growing, where 

B. S. Glahn, an attorney of Palmyra, 
has been appointed the leigal adviser 
of the company. 

The land was purchased at $25 an 
acre and an additional $25 on each 
acre will be expended before the pro
ject is finished. The draining of the 
old Moody prairie means that farmers 
rapidly will purchase the land and 
within a few years the locality which 
has been practically unused will be 
occupied by farmers from Illinois and 

Speck of Dust In Court. 
LOS ANGELES, Calif. Aug. 29.— 

Owen S. Gorham of Gardena ts owner 
in fee simple of what is said to be the 
smallest parcel of land ever given to a 
litigant by a court of record In a suit 
to quit a title. 

The land comprises a strip one vlr-
gintillionth of an inch facing on Ames-
trey street, between Western and Nor-
mandi avenues, in Gardena. The strip 
has a depth of 600 feet. 

If you want to write the width of 
the land in figures put down a deci
mal point, write after It 63 ciphers 
and the figure 1. 

The decision whereby the title of 
the land was cleared was made by 
Judge Houser of the superior court. 

Baltimore's Experience. 
The more you hear about what them 

boomerB Is goin' to do the more yo® 
don't hear about what they have weirt 
to work and did—Baltimore Evening 
Sun. 
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