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BRONZE MEDALLION FROM KEOKUK CITIZENS TO 
HUGH L. COOPER. 

Guest of Honor of One Hun
dred Citizens at Farewell 

Banquet at the Elks 
Club. 

PRESENTED MEDALLION 

SUNDAY, JULY 27,1913 ^ 

_NOW OH. 
Miller's Shoe Sale 

-Speakers Praise Wonderful 
Work of Mr. Cooper Who 

Calls it "Little Job 
on the River." 

> Farewell waB said to Hugh L. Coop
er Friday night by one hundred Keo
kuk citizens at a banquet at the 
Elks club and Mr. Cooper was pre
sented with a bronze medallion, with 
fitting inscription to the builder of 
the world's greatest water power, as 

memorial and testimonial of the 
deep regard In which he Is held by 
the people of the city. 

The presentation speech was made 
toy Theodore A. Craig and the senti-
viments of regret at the departure of 
;Mr. Cooper and of triumph at the suc-

' cessful completion of the great work 
expressed by the speaker were reiter
ated by every man at the banquet, 
i, There was nothing conventional at 
this banquet; Keokuk citizens were 
merely saying good-bye to a foremost 
citizen, and neighbor. The big dam 
at times became almost a secondary 

: thought. Mr. Cooper seemed almost 
to forget that ho was chief engineer 
of the largest water power, a thing 
he has not had a chance to do for 
several years, and he seemed most to 
enjoy the Jokes told about him and 
the dam at the beginning of the work: 
The farewell was to Hugh L. Cooper, 
the man, as well as the engineer, 

< ':• Introducing the Speakers. m 

4 Wei Id M. Irwin, who is out of place 
v.-at a Keokuk banquet except as toast-

master, Introduced the speakers and 
• his Jibes and gentle raillery at the 
speakers added zest to the evening's 
ceremonies. He paid a fine tribute 
to Mr. Cooper in his opening remarks, 
saying, "I almost quaked in my shoes 

twhen I was told what I was to do to
night. Then I began to feel the pow
er and activity instilled in me and 

f which we have assimilated from this 
; human dynamo during the last two 

years. 
"Mr. Cooper came among us a few 

years ago unheralded, unattended, 
unsung. During those few years he 

... has created and built one of the 
great wonders of the age. Mr. Coop-

: er has not only constructed a wonder
ful piece of work by the exhibition of 
his engineering ability but he has, to 
my mind, created a much greater 
work in the minds and hearts of the 
people of Keokuk. He came among us 
a stranger a few years ago. In a few 
days he goes hence and twenty thous
and people of the best city of its size 
in the world will say, 'God bless you, 
Hugh Tj. Cooper.' 

Theodore A. Craig, who made the 
presentation speech was then intro
duced by Mr. Irwin. He said: i t '  '  ' 

Cooper Brought Change. 
"The change began on that day 

when Hugh L. Copoer first came 
among us. As he has lived with us 
and wrought, we have seen our hopes 
of bygone years turned to realities 
through his handiwork. Here he has 
battled with nature and won. Here 
within our borders his master mind 
and skilful hand have reared a work 
that shall endure as a splendid monu
ment to man's genius. Here he has 
tamed the spirit of earth's greatest 
river and turned its mighty strength 
to the useful arts of peace. The pow
er that dwelt in its swift currents, he 
has here gathered to send It forth 
to bestow the blessings of Industry 
for ages to come. 'Peace hath Its 
victories no less renowned than war,' 
and here has Hugh L. Cooper won a 
victory of peace, most magniflclent 
In its conception, most benign In lta 
fai^reachlng results. 

"As the man who has done this has 
dwelled In our midst, we have come 
to know him as a man, and today we 
esteem him, not alone for his splen
did achievement, but for his sterling 
worth and qualities of manhood. Mod
est and unassuming, kindly and hu
man, straightforward and manly, we 
respect him not only because he is 
Hugh I,. Cooper, the creative engi
neer, but because he is also Hugh L. 
Cooper, the man. 

Today his work In Keokuk Is done, 
and we are near the parting of the 
ways. We cannot let him depart 
without something to mark the hour 
as one which means much to us. 
With the sense of gratification which; 
comes to us in seeing the fruition of 
our hopes, there also oomee the keen 
regret that we are about to lose one 
who has endeared himself to us. 

1 
Deep Affection of People. 

"And so we hare gathered here to
night, Mr. Cooper, to show yon that 
we are not unmindful of the season 
that has come; to voice the regret 
that is in our hearts; and. to show 
you our deep appreciation of the ser
vice which you have done for us and 
for the city that we love. 

"We congratulate you upon the ac
complishment of your great work. As 
you view the finished structure, we 
know that there must come to you 
thoughts of the many and bitter dis
appointments that attended the earl; 
phases of the project, of the unceas
ing toil, and anxiety, which have been 
your portion as each step was taken, 
and we iwnilud yon that you hare 
surmounted all obstacles which have 
opposed you, where a man of less in
domitable will would have failed. We 
know that the completion of such an 
achievement as this must bring to 
you. the liveliest satisfaction, the 
most pardonable pride. The work 
which you have farilded i» not for a 
day, nor for a year, but it will endure, 
that It will bestow its blessings upon 
generations that are yet to come, and 
that through the years, the mighty 
forces which you have shackled will 
continue to serve man until that day 
when labor shall lay down its ham
mer, and industry shall cease its 
striving. 

"It Is hard to put into words the 
emotions which crowd upon us at such 
a time as this. After all that you 
have done for Keokuk, we stand con
fused and ashamed when we realize 
how little we can do for you. Yet j 
this reassuring thought comes to us. 
that when the Almighty stored the 
hills with treasures of silver and gold, 
in His infinite wisdom He so ordered 

We do do not carry over shoes from one year to 
another. They must and will be sold if Price will do it. 

Better get your pair now while we have your size. 

All Men's $3.50, $4.00 
and $4.50 Low Shoes 
N O W  • • • • • • :  

All Boy's $2.50, $3.00 

Low Shoes Now. 

All Women's $3.00, $4.50 

and $4.00 Low Shoes now $3.00 
$2.00 

ALL SALES CASH 

All Misses and Child
ren's $1.50, $1.75 and 
$2.00 Low Shoes, now" 

$2.50 
$1.25 

The rnawi Is of heavy bronze of a soft, silvery tint, and Is on a wood bate 
in a velvet casket. The Inscription was composed by Richard Washburn 
Child. It was made by the art bronze company which makes most of the 
medals for presentation to notab!es of national fame. 

to us shall not be severed, and you 
shall belong to ua. 

"Tonight Keokuk bids you god
speed. It Is the earnest hope of ev
ery c.itiien of Keokuk that wherever 
you and those you k>ve may go, may 
happiness, with her handmaidens, 
health and prosperity, attend your 
steps. ** 

Mr. Cooper's Response. 
After two other speakers had added 

words of praise for Mr. Cooper, he re
sponded to the presentation, saying: 

"This is an occasion when I almost 
feel that I would give half the cost of 
the dam. If I had it to give, to he 
albe to suitably express my apprecia
tion of the beautiful gift you have 
presented to me this evening. I 
doubt, however, If there are very 
many men, even though they are gift
ed in the art of public speaking, who 
would be able on an occasion like this 
to adequately speak to yon free from 
emotion and with a dear voice. 

"It is indeed a rare event in the 
lite of any man when he fi>dB himself 
so honored by his fellow citixens as 
to become possessed of such a beau
tiful present, at a time when he is 
leaving the community. I well re
member once leaving Keokuk in a 
way that was very different from the 
present. I refer to the occasion when 
Sheriff Crimmins was seeking to spoil 
a trip of mine with a subpoena. He 
finally found me in the Congregation
al church, and while be was sitting 
on the front steps waiting for the con-

and on behalf of my family and for 
myself I profoundly thank you with 
all the meaning there ever was in thiB 
blessed word." 

Geo. Fitch Speaks. 
George Flt.ch, the humorist, who 

was visiting in the city, was called 
upon for a talk. Mr. Pitch could not 
help being funny and his remarks 
kept the banqueters in a merry mood 
for several minuteB. "I have long 
known Keokuk and liked It," Bald 
Mr. Fitch. "In fact, I wanted to come 
from Des Moines to Keokuk so badly 
a Bhort time ago that I came all the 
way on the Des Moines valley rail
road." 

The humorist paid his respects to 
the Mississippi which he has cruised 
upon so many times and spoke of the 
wonderful change the dam has made 
in the river above where he former
ly hanged on sandbars several times 
and the magniflclent spectacle of the 
great white power house which stand 
out on the river. Mr. Fitch paid a 
tribute to the civil engineer and de
clared that the Keokuk dam will 
grow as one of the world's wonders 
and will be a houseword In every part 
of the United States. He, however, 
expressed the hope that Mr. Cooper 
would confine his activities to build
ing dams and not try anything on 
the moon, for what Mr. hooper starts 
he always finishes. 

\ 
Heroism of Mrs. Cooper. 

Judge Logan told of the first time 

616 Main Street 
Shoe Man 

Keokuk, Iowa. 

Correct Tailoring 
—at Reasonable • ••i 

For classy, nobby, fabrics, correct and stylish fit, and 
workmanship, see us before buying your new suit. 

Special Attention Given to 
Cleaning, Pressing and Repairing * 

LINDSEY TAILORING CO. 
20 North Fifth Street , Keokuk 

Presenting the Mea^ion. 

"For several years past, Keokuk 
has been undergoing a new experience. 
and today we trust that it has fullyjthe universe that man prizes more 
entered upon a new era. Opportunity! highly than these the gratitude and 
has com© to us. You know what Mr.'.esteem of his fellows. *nd of our 
Dooley said about opportunity. 'Op-j gratitude and esteem we give you 
portunity, Hennessey, knocks wanstjthe fullest measure. 
on iviry man's dure. On th* dure av 
wan man it knocks and thin runs 
away. On the dure av another man 
it knocks and whin he opens it hits 
him in th" head wit an axe. And on 
th' dure av another it knocks and thin mouth our appreciation of the splen-
opens th dure itself an goes in and did qualities of mind and heart which 
wuirks fur him as a night-watchman' you possess, our admiration for your 
As it is with men so it is with cities, great work, and our gratitude for the 

. and I may fairly say that in these lat- service you have done us. And so 
er days opportunity has been keeping we ask you to accept from us this 

,^watch for Keokuk. medallion, on which are cast, in word! 
"Where once we felt despondency, of enduring bronze, our thoughts of 

now have confidence. Where once you as we say farewell-
y, jStbere was faltering, there now is ag-
^.^igresslveness. Where once there was 
•s'^indiuerence there now is action. In-
J'!'' dustry has driven out idleness, im-

, provement has commenced to oblit
erate decay, and depression has given 
iway to prosperity. 

"We have shaken off the sleep that 
once held us in its thrall and have 

'opened our eyes. As we speak of our 
native city, there is no longer an 

"apologetic tone, but there is a certain 
chestiness in our voice that was a 

; stranger in the old days. As the 
word Keokuk is beginning to be a 
synonym for power, so ardently 
hope to make a synonym forprogres-

' siveness and prosperity. 
« "What was it that wrought this 
/ change? What was it that so ruth 

lessly disturbed our slumber? We 
have the guilty man, and tonight we 
hope to mete out to him a small por
tion of the punishment he so richly 
deserves. He has been adjudged 
guilty and he has failed 
cause why he should not 
%nced." s 

ment and to skip by the back door, 
which I successfully did. 

"I had supposed that the amount of 
noise we have been making around 
here for the last two or -oaree years 
might have produced a nervous condi
tion in the minds of the people, 
totally prohibiting a demonstration 
such as yon have made this evening. 
I can truly tell you the gift is most 
welcome and I feel highly honored 
in its possession, and it will always 
be with me wherever I go. Welcome 
surprises, so far as I have been able 
to observe, are few and far between 
in the lives of most people, and es
pecially In. the lives of engineers, 
because in quite a general sense en
gineering work until recent times, 
has not been a subject of much in
terest to the public. To have lived 
amongst you for three years and to 
go away feeling as I can now surely 
feel; that my leaving Is a matter of 
genuine regret to all of you, Is a 
jewel of high degree and I am indeed 
proud of its possession. 

"The Little Job on the River." 
"The little job down on the river 

is practically completed, and Is in 
successful commercial commission, 
and in this success the first step in 
the campaign inaugurated here so 
many years ago is finished. If I am 
any judge of the future, as time goes 
on many changes of a beneficial kind 
will come, not only to Keokuk, but 
to adjoining communities, and be 
fathered by the water power on the 
Father of Waters. In other words, I 
believe the starting of the work is the 
first step in a rising campaign of 
progress, and whereas this campaign 
of growth will be intermittent, the 
growth will be always in a forward 
direction and I am sure eventually 
there will be a multitude of 'blessings 
come into your lives which will date 
back to July first, 1913, the day the 
plant was started. The ultimate ag
gregate of these blessings will, in 
my judgment, depend largely upon 
| how closely the power company and 

I the people follow the Golden Rule, and 
While the words that are'as far 818 the dear People of Ke°kul* 

in brntiTiL i. w . n a*e concerned I am sure they will al-

Reads the Inscription. 
"We are loathe to let this hour 

pass without testifying in some more 
substantial manner than by word of 

To Hugh L. Cooper. 
American. Father of Ideas. 

„ en5ineering problems. 
wkh M w0T men ln contention 
*ith great forces and in the la
bor of building vast structures 
Generous contributor of mat^iai 

4JTb,M memor,al Presented bv the citizens of Keokuk, j„ly 

7° C°m®einorate to completion 
under his hand and brain 7 ? 
largest water power in the worid* 
"While the words that are wrtft 

her© are cast in bron?* " 
that they shall endure ' th 8ymbo1 

merits of admiration, tmtJL 8ent!" 
may I even say, affection which 
with them are golden. ch 

"And let me say that wherev*, 
may be, Keokuk win -• yoa 

you as her own. 
now rest from 
or whether you* fortune ghauTl^ 

to new S,er"\ and 

always 

JardJr laS 

achievement, thv, ^ which bff'^ 
-M tj. » V \ 

you 

elusion of my devotions an angel ad-! ̂  Cooper came to the city to see 
vised me of the front (nor predica- the officials of the Keokuk1 and Ham

ilton Water Power company. Judge 
Logan, who had been bothered with 
many engineers with much talk and 
little to show for it, asked Mr. Coop
er if he ever built a dam. Mr. Coop
er took him to Niagara Falls and was 
convinced. 

He also told of the heroism of Mrs. 
Cooper who when her husband was 
almost ready to give up the fight to 
finance the company and had spent 
about all his 'ortune, told him to 
mortgage the house and sell every-j 
thing rather than give up the fight 
Then, if they failed, she said, they 
would start life over again in a cot
tage. 

C. M. Rich told of a conversation 
he had with two men and when he 
told them that Keokuk was proud to 
call Cooper a resident of her city 
they answered that when the work 
was over and the country realized 
what a great thing It was. Mr. Cooper 
would cease to be a resident of Keo
kuk and would become a resident or 
the United States. I 

Sorrow and Pleasure Mingle. 
E. W. MoManus said: "It.occurs to 

me that the sentiment here tonight 
is one of mingled sorrow and pleas
ure, sorrow in seeing Mr. Cooper go j 
and pleasure in knowing that he canj 
not take the dam with him." j 

Dr. G. Walter Barr said there were I 
three things most striking ln his mind 
with the thought of the departure of 

'Mr. Cooper, first how representative 
of Keokuk was the body at the ban
quet and how general the regret at 
Mr. Cooper's leaving as well as the 
pride in his triumph: second, the re
nown given Keokuk by Hugh L. Coop
er; and third, In contravention to so 
many great men, how Mr. Cooper was 
loved and admired most by the men 
closest to him. Dr. Barr said that all 
Europe had sent engineers here to 
study the water power, that the story 
of it has been printed in the language 
of every great nation but the Chinese. 

J. O. Boyd said that Mr. Cooper has 
toeen an inspiration to all of us, that 
a certain magnetism and enthusiasm 
that he had installed in to so many 
of as has been no less wonderful than 
the completion of a work that will do 
a great service to humanity. He also 
said that Mr. Cooper has established 
a new era in the dealings of corpor-

-atloiHS. He said be oould recount 
many instances where Mr. Cooper has 
served th? humblest employe of the 
company in time of need. 

Wm. Balllnger declared that he 
could easily express his sentiments 
by saying that he is now and always 

Sanitary Plumbing, the Kind 
That Counts 

If you want" Sanitary Plumbing call on us. We'll 
go on your job in a minute's notice, do it right and 
guarantee it to please. If you want a new job or want 
some repairing done, call us; we,11 respond promptly. 

....... - - -• 
? 'n;  i . -

"Reliable Plumbers" 
Phone 276 425 Main I 

=FOR= 

Lumber, Shingles, Lath, Builders Material, Paints, etc., 
at the lowest prices, you should see us 

F. W. Swan Lumber Co. 
Between Tenth and Eleventh on Johnson St 

ways fallow the Golden Rule, and I am 
equally certain that the power com 
pany under Its present management 
will do likewise. 

"I feel certain there are many men 
here tonight who have in mind things 
| they wish to speak about and I do not 

propose to take any more of your 
time, i wish' you could really see 
"way, inside my heart and see bow 
happy and grateful I am to you for 
tkt#- popular expression of good will. 

will be a Cooper man. 
The banquet was managed success

fully by John Nagel, J. Albert Kiod-
aisch and Frank LeBron. . Pv 

b -  y f i -

i 

Stories Told at 
Cooper Dinner 

"I want to say," said Judge Logan, 
"that Mr. Copper Is not entitled to all 
the credit for the building of this dam. 
There is another, not here tonight, and 
that is Mrs. Cooper. I sat in a room 
in his home one day when he was 
blue. "I dont' know where to turn," 
he said, "I am almost at the end of 
my string." 

"Are you getting discouraged, 
Hugh?" his wife asked. 

"Yes, I am," he said "I have spent 
about all I have. I don't care for my
self but I cannot go on and pauperize 
you and the family." 

Then a true heroine answered, 
"Hugh, mortgage this house, sell every 
bit of property you have, spend the 
last cent We will go back and start 
life over again in a cottage before we 

will give up the fight." 
Cooper kissed his wife and said, 

"Fanny, that dam will be built." 
"And it Is built," said Judge Logan. 

"I heard two men discussing the dam 
the other day," said C. M. Rich, "and 
one of them was a little under the 
weather. . 

" 'Who built that dam up there?" " 
said the latter one. 

" 'Why, Cooper,' was the reply, 
'And It will last six thousand years.' 

"'Well,' said the other, 'that Is 
some dam. That guy sure put Keokuk 
on the map to stick, all right 

Haren I. Sawyer told a story on a 
Keokuk booster. The local man bad 
been praising the dam to a stranger 
and the stranger remarked, "But what 
I don't see. Is why you don't make 
Keokuk a seaport town.'" 

"Why, bow could we" asked the Keo-
man. 

"Well,*' he answered, 'If you are as 
Wg suckers as you are blowers you 
can draw the Gulf of Mexico right up 
to that dam." 

Dr. G. Walter Barr told of a former 

Keokukian who thought he saw C. B. 
Joy in a cab in London. The man rusb-
ed to the cable office to send a mes
sage to Keokuk to find out Mr. Joy's 
address. After he had written the 
message the clerk remarked. "You can 
save two words there. JuBt leave off 
the U. S. A. and Iowa. Everyone knows 
where the Keokuk dam is." 

"When Mr. Cooper first went to 
work on the Illinois side," said Wm-
Balllnger, "I am told that he was out 
in his old clothes on the Job when 
some man came up and sked for Mr. 
Cooper. 

"I am Mr. Cooper," was the reply. 
"But I mean the big Mr. Cooper," 

said the other, 'the one that is going 
to build the dam." 

Finally Mr. Cooper convinced the 
man that ha was really the "Big" Mr. 
Cooper1 and the other replied, "Well, 
ril be d If you look like it" 

Mr. Andrew Larson and son Victor 
have returned from a visit in Denver 
and Colorado Springs. 

Mrs. W. F. Mundy and son Carl or 
Denver, Colo., are visiting relative* 
and friends in the city. 


