
PAGE SIX THE DAILY GATE CITYffSIS FRIDAY, AUGUST 15,19J 

x _  . v  . . •  . _ .  ^  J  

- * • 't i 

% 

2M!W 

August C. Wustrow 
—MAKER OF-

Fine Milk and Delivery Wagons 

and Trucks 

General Repairing, Painting-Trimming and 

Rubber Tires put on all kinds of Vehicles. 

We do Auto Repairing, Painting and Trimming 

We guarantee all work turned out by 
us to be first class in every particular 

Factory and Office 5th & Exchange Keolcuk, la. 

Crimmins & Chase 
Registered Unde rtakers 

Phone 304 80S Main 

A GOOD DINNER 
«fajf You are sure to have if you order P 

^ one of our CHOICE ROASTS of 
pi meats. We make a specialty of the 
il' best meats and our shop is modern 

throughout. 
Let's have your next meat order 

K and see how much better meat you'll 
A get. > " -A -

Frank J. Ewers 
I 

Phone 295 24 South Fourth St. 
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Staple and Fancy 
GROCERIES 

Best of Everything at all times and noth
ing too good for our customers . . . 

517 Main Street - > Keoku^, Iowa |  
% Phone 58 

' C. M. LAUBERSHEIMER ! 
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M THE GATE CITY 

aliapes and latent strength, Mr. Cooper 
cold the story of ihe greatest turbine 
ever Invented.* He tad worked lofig 
on the thing, ana believed he had 
completed a periect macnine. But he 
realized that upon the success of that 
child of his brain depended thirty 
million dollars which belonged to oth
er people. If his wheel failed to do 
what he expected it to the thirty mil
lions would be swept away, and this 
great undertaking would prove a fail
ure. So he adver.ised all over the 
world for competitive plans for a 
turbine, offering prizes for the best 
The designs soon poured in and after 
an exhaustive examination he still 
felt that his idea was the perfect one. 
However, he selected designs worked 
out by two men of world-wide renoun 
in their calling and invited them to 
meet with him to compare notes and 
to see if he could not arrive at a com
bination of perfec.ion between them. 
These men came and they sat down 
around a table. Bach started out with 
the firm conviction that his design 
was the perfect one, and each of them 
began to point out the weakness in 
the designs of the other two. For a 
week they struggled back and forth 
without gaining an inch. The second 
week opened unpromisingly, but in 
two days they had begun to make 
progress and by the end of the second 
week reached their goal and standing 
up they shook hands across the table 
and voluntarily agreed in unison that 
they had arrived at the absolutely 
perfect machine from human stand
point. They each signed a paper to 
this effect. "Twenty-five per cent was 
all I saved out of the wreck of my 
ideas," said Mr. Cooper ruefully, "and 
each of the others were just as for
tunate, the other twenty-five per cent 
of the perfected design was made up 
from the mass of designs submitted 
by the other competitors. The turbine 
you see here, therefore, is not the 
triumph of one brain. No one can 
Say 'I did it.' But it Is the result of 
the thought and skill of a group of 
men who jointly have the honor of 
producing one of the most perfect wa
ter motors ever invented." 

Tha Mysterious Governor. 
Climbing back to light and human 

companionship, , Mr. Cooper led the 
way to the upper chamber of the 
power house. It is a long, high conl-
dor running the full length or the 
power house, and carrying near its 
ceilings on either Bide, a track on 
which runs a moving crane that could 
handle a mogul locomotive with ease. 
This crane is to be used in the work 
of putting the monster turbines in 
place and of lifting them out in case 
there is any repair work to do on 
them. At present this corridor is a 
wilderness of valuable things which 
ultimately will take shape, and form 
the various features of the generating 
room—which the corridor really is. 

The place was dismal in the semi-
twilight filtering through half cov
ered windows, and resounded with the 
clamor of busy hammers. After the 
work In this apartment is finished it 
will take on the appearance of a 
stately cathedral nave, with tiled 
flooring, and frescoed walls. The soft 
glitter of brass and copper will be 
there, and the stillness of a sacred 
edifice will reign throughout its lengths 
save only for the soft purring of the 
monster generators turning lit their 
twenty-flve foot circles at the rate of 
over fifty-seven revolutions a minute. 
Near each generator will stand the' 
mysterious governor that will control | 
with delicate but indomitable energy : 

the impulse of the power installment.' 
These governors are about the size of' 
an ordinary kitchen range, and re-' 
semble an exaggerated gas meter of 
unusual finish. Several dials are ex-' 
posed to view with little knobs and 
wheels near each, by which the at
tendant can make any necessary hiod-
iflcatlon In its operation. Its duty, 
however, Is performed in an automatic. 
manner and oil is the medium ofj 
transmission of its dictation to thej 
churning giants below. A grouD of: 
little steel balls that gyrate under the 
pressure of the empounded water,' 
from the pull of the energy demanded 
by distant factories, are the simple 
means by which this governor exerts 
its control, handling the ldO,000-pound 
turbines as a boy plays with his 
wooden top. j 

A Lazy Man's Job. 'j 
The generating room will be aj 

place of easy watchfulness on the 
part of the comfortably uniformed at-, 
tendants. The position of watchman : 

in this place will be a lazy man's Job. 
The attendant will stroll about at his 
ease, casting a glance now and then; 
at the indicators, but mostly with ; 
hands in pockets, lazy, comfortable, j 
and satisfied to let the wonderful! 
automatic governors do their own, 
work. It will be low-salaried place, • 
too, but there will be no end to the j 
applicants for the position. And yet' 
there I* not sufficient money In com-! 
mand to induce the creators of this 
silent indicator to accept a position 
of watchman over their own Inven-' 
tion. I 

Thirty millions of dollars will have 
been spent upon the construction of. 
this great power plant. Tremendous; 
forces have been brought to bear to, 
accomplish the undertaking. Hun-i 
dreds of thousands of tons of whirl
ing turbine* and generators, and > 
miles of rushing water will have been; 
put In motion when all i* finished,! 
and so complete is the work and so 
nearly automatic will be its operation j 
that only one hundred men will be! 
necessary to look after the stupendous j 
plant, "Were this plant operated by 
the burning of coal, it ,/ould take 
twelve hundred men to look after its 
operation," eald Mr. Cooper, 

Mr. Cooper's Mastery of Men. 
One of the iQOst notable phases of 

Mr. Cooper's accomplishment of 
things is his ability to manage men. 
Throughout the ientire trip over the 
4am he' was constantly in touch with 
swarms of them, hurrying to close up 
their big task. He knows the face3 
of nearly every one of the fifteen hun
dred workmen on the plant, but he 
admits that Bome of the names give 
him pause. He exhibited some hand
some silver medals which he is giv
ing to the workmen of all classes 
who have been with him for a year. 
Each bears an inscription and the 
naine of the man to whom it is award
ed. Hundreds of these medals—silver 
for the common workmen and gold 
for the bosses and superintendents— 
are provided by Mr. Cooper as his 
personal gift. A sample of the in
scription which these keepsakes bear 
is as follows: "Presented by Hugh L. 
Cooper, chief; engineer of the Missis
sippi River Power company, to Jan 
Oberfennjkith, in appreciation of his 
faithful and efficient service of one 
year." These medals are highly prized 
by the men, and the presentation of 
them in a new field of labor always 
assures employment. 

Mr. Cooper is kindness personified 
to his men, and at the sortie time he 
exerts that indefinable Authority and 
command over them which mads Na
poleon maste^ of a fighting world. So 
attached have many of the men be
come to Mr. Cooper that they would 
follow him to the ends of the earth 
as employe. Many of his workmen 
have been caled away by the Balkan 
war, and Mr. Cooper knows not the 
address of any of them. But when 
their fighting is finished they will 
find their way back to him. Many 
of them have worked for him for over 
ten years, some of them assisting him 
in the building of the power plant at 
Niagara Falls. 

I 
The Niagara Falls Wonder. ' • 

It may be that few of the newspa
per readers know that Hugh L. Coop
er built that important power plant. 
It was the successful accomplishment 
of that task which really enabled him 
to finally finance the Keokuk under
taking. The building of that power 
plan£ was a picturesque as well. as 
notable achievement. In order to ac
complish his work, Mr. Cooper had to 
build a coffer dam in sixty-five feet 
of rushing water above the falls. By 
means of this coffer dam he con
structed a tall race in the shape of 
a tunnel opening out under the middle 
of the falls. It was a wonderful 
achievement. Lord Kelvin, the high
est scientific authority, declared 
Cooper's plant would not work, but It 
is the only installment at Niagara 
Falls which did not stop operations 
when a hurricane blew lcs down over 
the falls a few years ago. 

In the building of the coffer dam 
it was necessary for: Mr. Cooper to ex
tend some wooded false work out 
into the river. The torrent was furi
ous and the workmen became alarmed 
for fear the entire structure was go
ing to be swept over the falls. Cooper 
himself tried to assure them by go
ing out on the coffer dam, but they 
Were not satisfied and refused to go 
oii with the work. Then Oooper filled 
a dranking glass level with water, 
and placed it on one of the project
ing timbers of the crib work. He then 
called his workmen's attention to the 
fact that there was not the least 
ripple in the water in the glass, 
showing that the structure was per
fectly rigid and that it was the dash
ing water which made the frame ap
pear to tremble. The men all return
ed to work and finished the remark
able Job without further hesitation. 
Many of those men are now working 
for Mr. Cooper on the Mississippi 
River Power company's dam at Keo
kuk. 

. The Lure of Cooper. < 
When he finishes hl3 present task, 

he will provide his superintendents— 
"my boys" as he calls them—with 
work in various parts of the world, 
while he takes a long needed rest. 
For five years he has been working 
day and night on this undertaking an 
feels the need of a vacation. Where 
he will next grapple with the prob
lems of accomplishment he does not 
at present know. It may be in this 
country, possibly in India; likely as 
not the sphynx-like barriers of the 
South American Andees w'll attract 
his attention. ?ut wherever the work 
may be, without call or notice, his 
"boys" will come hurrying to his as
sistance, and his old workmen will 
swarm about the place like flies 
around a honey pot. For he has the 
command of men's wills, and he 
creates in them an enthusiasm for 
the larger things. 

Sitting in the quiet rooms of the 
RIvervlew club the broad windows of 
which overlook the wonderful work 
spread out in the river-bed below, 
some of his brainy assistants lounged 
and talked of earthquakes and of the 
growth of flowers; the sunshine, and 
a book that had just been published. 
There was the story of the fellow who 
had planned a wonoerful scheme to 
shoot ice blocks down an Incline plane 
from one of Alaska's glaciers into a 
cfty miles below, and who had failed 
to calculate that the friction would 
melt the ice before it reached the 
halfway point; and there was an in
cident of the early settlment of Mas
sachusetts. But underneath it all 
burned the latent fire of energy, and 
through it all ran the mental sinews 
of accomplishment, inspired by the 
personality of Huph L. Cooper. 

Waving a hand in the direction of 
the darkening region of toll in the 

S. F. Baker & Co. 
:Manufacturers oh 
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Pure 
Ground 
Spices 

Seventh and Johnson Sts., Keokuk, Iowa 

r 
Jas. McNamara's Sons 
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Building Material, Sewer Pipe 
and Coal 

..•i i • • • i .• ••4 r • • 

Atlas Portland Cement, Mortar Colors, Keenes 
Cement, Lime, Stucco, Hair, Acme 

Cement Plaster, Sewer Pipe and Drain Tile, Fire 
Brick, Fire Claj§ Chimney Pipe, Flue 

; Lining, etc. , 

Coals Springfield, Iowa, Scranton, 
Lehigh, Smithing, Grate, etc. 

426 and 428 Johson St. 

Phone 179 

Water Street, Foot of Main 

Phone 150 
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river below, one of them said, "It is 
his baby—his beloved—the greatest 
thing he has yet brought into exist
ence. It is a thing that will be nis 
monument, no matter what ever ;else 
he may accomplish." 

> Future for West Keokuk. 
The new Industrial tract near the 

De» Moines river bridge should be a 

big benefit to West Keokuk in the 
near future. 

When factories come in and locate 
in the new section there will be a 
movement of the population in that 
direction to a certain extent. Of 
course the tract will provide building 
lots and homos for the employes, but 

'many will desire to live a half mile 
ior more away from their work. The 

natural place for these people is In 
West Keokuk^ Building lots «ra 

cheap and this' part of the city will 
| be Improved soon in order to give It 

all the possible conveniences, 
j Keokuk has more good talking 
| points right now than any city In the 
| country. The thing to do is to S*>' 
iout and talk. ^ ' 


