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KEOKUK'S GREAT 

8ome of the Ttfals and Trlbulationt 

Fred Z. Gosewisch, the 

~ Local Prognostl-

' cator. 

Safe, Sound and Pppular'Keokuk Say

ings Bank, the Oldest Financial 

Institution of the Kind t 

in Keokuk. 

SHOULD NOT BLAME HIM NO BLUR ON RECORD 

His Predictions Are Curbed to the 

Extent That He Has Merely a 

Choice—Long Experience -

. , in Work. 
- V  

For over thirty-one years Fred Z. 
Gosewisch bas been hel4 responsible 
for Keokuk 'weather. If Keokukians 

• disliked the drenching rain -which fell 
during the night or the severe cold 
spell whfch froze their water pipes 
and gave the plumber a chance for his 
deadly work, they immediately called 
around at the Gosewisch weather bu
reau and registered a strenuous kick. 
Not that Mr. Gosewisch was in the 
least to blame, but it is human nature 
to kick about some things, and Mr. 
Qosewisch is the accepted "goat" for 
all weather complaints. When he 
makes the fatal mistake of predicting 
warm and clear weather when in faet 
it grows coldor and rains, the only 
peace he gets the next day is to go 
on a fishing trip. Hence the profes
sor'? love for fishing: 

Wise, Commendable, Active and Suc

cessful Work of Its Several 

Officials In Behalf of the 

Great Darn.1 

The Keokuk Savings Bank was or
ganized over forty-five years ago, In 
January, 1868, and a detailed history j 
of its career would be the story otj 
the financial and commercial progress i 
of Keokuk. Many of the wonderful' 
changes in the conditions of the city 
have taken place since the inaugura
tion of this bank, and many of the 
important enterprises introduced 
have been brought to gratifying suc
cess by the officials of the Keo
kuk Savings bank. Judge Edward 
Johnstone was a pioneer of Iowa, a 
learned and cultured gentleman in 
law and literature. He came here in; 
territorial days and his eminent judg- j 
ment and wise counsel did much !n; 
placing Keokuk and Lee county in the j 

forefront of the early progress of this! ] 

Defending the Professor,- , 
At this point, however, it is neces

sary to say something in defense of 
Professor Gosewisch. Instead of be
ing able to say what the weather will 

»be during the next twenty-four hours 
in Keokuk, the chief is somewhat 
limited in the extent of his predic
tions. Every morning Mr. Grosewisch 
receives from the Chicago station the 
forecast* for the states of Iowa, Illi
nois and Missouri, which are made up 
by one of the greatest prognosticated 
of the country after he has looked at 
pressure and other maps and Las re
ceived temperatures and so on from 
all over the United States. "With 
this material at hand, Mr. Gosewisch 
looks at his "own" maps and carefully 
figures out what weather Keofcuk is 
to have. But in putting it down In 
black and white he must follow the 
forecast for one of the three states. 
So he really has only a choice of one 
out of three. He may figure it out 
that Keokuk will have about the 
same weather as Missouri. A rain 
predicted for Mfssouri may not quite 
get this far north and- Mr. Gosewisch 
loses. - T • 

, Entered Service in 1872. 
Mr. Gosewisch joined the signal 

corps February 29, 1872, and after a 
few months' schooling qualified as 
an assistant at Chicago, remaining 
there until he was sent down to 
•Wytheville, Virginia, where he open
ed a station and remained for about 
three years. Between this time and 
the time of his coming to Keokuk he 
was at the centennial in Philadelphia, 
at Jacksonville. Florida, and Key 
West. 

The first thing of any importance 
that happened in Keokuk with Mr. 
Gosewisch's arrival was the attempt 
of the War Eagle to go through the 
Keokuk and Hamilton bridge without 
waiting for the draw to open. 

Keokuk has had all kinds of weath
er under the Gosewisch reign. On 
August 12, 1886, there was the most 
severe wind storm in the history of 
the city. The wind whistled iby at the 
rate of sixty miles an hoar, taking 
with it the Baptist church steeple, 
the roofs of the Ayres jewelry store 
and S. Hamlll wholesale house. The 
government suffered some damage by 
having Its instruments blown from 

i ±he roof. , ' 

locality. He was one of the leading j| 
m e n  I n  w i s d o m  a n d  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  e x - J  
tended to other states and to the na- • 
tkraal capital. Stately in appearance j 
as well as gifted in all the attributes j I 
that go to make an honorable and: 
valued citizen, his name and influence j 
lives after him. j 

A. L. Connable, another cf the list:] 
of officials of this bank, t.ad much to 
do in shaping the destiny of Keokuk, j 
He was largely engaged In pushing] 
forward the commercial interests of|| 
the city. Prominent in the old Des{ 

" { Hot and Cold Weather. 
The storm continued for three days, 

'.and on the third St. Peter's Catholic 
'church was struck by lightning and 
damaged by Are which followed. 

^ The summer of 1901 was the hot-* 
'latest ever experienced by Keokuk, ac-

cording to Mr. Gosewisch. There was 
a long and severe dry bih>T1 which klll-

% ed forest trees and hurt the corn, 
'' doing great damage. 
I;' The coldest winter was 1911-1912, 
i'; "when the temperature ranged from 

*, zero to 20 degrees below. Other win-' 
i ters had colder days, but the ex

tremely low temperature was never so 
steady. 

The winter of 1881-1882 found the 

Moines slack water enterprise, a j 
wholesale grocer and an extensive 
pork and beef packer, h3 was also! 
one of the incorporators and directors j 
of the Iowa State Insurance com- j 
pany, director and president of the; 
Keokuk Savings hank, director also of j 
the Water Works company and the j 
Keokuk canning company. He was a! 
large land owner in this vicinity, be
sides owning about 12,000 acres of 
land in northwestern IowfL 

C. F- Davis succeeded Mr. Con
nable as president, the latter retaia-j 
Ing his position on the board of direc
tors. Mr- Davis was a man of marked 
financial ability, and wielded a vast 
influence in the financial, municipal 
and civic interests of the city. His j | 
civic pride was admirable and he 
loved Keokuk. Through his earnest! 
and persistent efforts the remains of j 
Chief Keokuk were brought here, andi 
he was instrumental in placing a! 
monument to mark the spot where j 
the remains of the great chief lie | 
burled in Rand park, overlooking the 
broad sweep of the Father of Waters. 
It was his plan to have a statue of 
the notable chief placed upon this 
monument. It should be placed there 
yet, not only as a tribute to the emi
nent Indian chief from whom Keokuk 
took her name but as a lasting me
morial stone to the memory of C. F. 
Davis whose energy, judgment andj 
local patriotism conceived the idea of j 
bearing the bones of Keokuk here for j 
burial and whose active mind and j 
persistent efforts caused the notable! 
monument to be erected. Mr. Davis 
was a Virginian by birth. He was a 
member of the city council and mayor 
of the city, which positions he filled 
fearlessly, ably and conscientiously. 

At the death of Mr. Davis, he was 
succeeded in the presidency by Alexj 
E. Johnstone, who Inherited many of) 
the sterling qualities of his father,' 
Hon. Edward Johnstone, the first j 
president of the bank, and he con-

A. E. Johnstone, President 
F. W. Davis, Cashier 

Howard L. Connable, Vice President 
H. W. Wood, Asst. Cashier 

CAPITAL—$100,000 
UNDIVIDED PROFITS 

SU RPLUS—$100,000 
,000 

KEOKUK, IOWA 

Does a General Banking Business—Interest 
Paid on Time Deposits and Savings Ac
counts—Boxes for Rent in Our Safety De
posit Vault—Open Saturday Evenings from 
7 to 8 O'clock 

A. E. Johnstone 
B. L. Auwerda 

DIRECTORS: 

F. W. Davis . Howard L. Connable 
Ben B. Jewel 

cient president of the institution. No 
man in Keokuk was more active In 
untiring work for the water power, 
that colossal enterprise which is now : 
completed. He was an 

tinues to be the able! safe and effi- continued in its management to thiswho ^ capable obllging and of the 
day There Is not the slightest blur j strictest integrity. 
upon the honorable dealing of thisi There are many old and very 

jtB splendid record is a solid j prominent names of honored Keokuk 
assurance that it will continue along j business men, now passed away, who 

I thp same broad and progressive lines,!have held directorships «nd other 
iocaf water powe7company when the j anxious to help Keokuk In promoting official positions who might be^ named 
strenuous work was done at the na- all great enterprises and at the same! to the honor of the hank but space 
tional capital, for congressional con-.'time giving earnest, conservative and forbids. 
sent to the damming of the river courteous treatment to Its old and The bank began its business In 
here. He was president of the com- new patrons. January, 1868, In the building it now 
pany when the triumph came and the Stephen IrwJn, founder of the Irwin occupies, much enlarged and lmprov-
local company turned over the work! Phillips company, wholesale dry 
to the present company who vigor- ! goods, a man of honor and Integrity 

to an'and of the finest business acumen. 

\ £ 
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v  
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l^the steamer Minneapolis made trips jpower enterpr1se. 
;1. frcm Keokuk to St Louis and return mone and energy 

without missing a day. ' ' 

ed. Its official make-up of today is 
not far removed from what it was at 
the beginning, Judge JohnBtone was ously pursued the enterprise „ —- , 

early completion. was a vice president of this company, its first president and his son is now 
Charles P. Birge, vice president ">fi James C, Davis of Des Moines, son president. In a few months C. F. 

the bank for a number of years was lot C. F. Davis, a president for years, .Davis became president, In which 
river open the season through, and! recogn5zed aB the father of the water|who#e mind turned to law instead of I position he continued until his death 

» 

He spent time, i banking, and who is recognized as 
in Its promotion ] one of the ablest railroad lawyers In 

and died when the realization of his! the state, was also once a vice presl-
dreamg were about to be accomplish-j dent of the Keokuk Savings bank. 

.ed- So it seems that a vice president A. J. Mathlaa, everybody's friend, 
Mr. Gosewisch is still young \n I of the Keokuk Savings bank was the and whom everybody Honored and es-

orlginator of the enterprise and a j teemed for his known Integrity and 
president of the bank had the distin-

Good for Years Yet. 

years and should be able to hold hia 
job as Keokyk'a weather prophet for 
a long time. He has given his life to 
the service of Unele Sam and has al
ways found the work very Interest
ing. Here's hoping he will have many 
more good years in which to tell Keo
kukians about Keokuk' weather. 

• —Head The Dally Gate 
y«r week. 

City. 10c 
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and bis son is now cashier. A. L. 
Connable was one of the incorpora
tors, and president for a short time 
and his son, Howard T. Connable, Is 
now vice president. The fathers of 
three of the present five directors 
werg former presidents of the bank. 

Davis, Howard L. Connable, 
Auwerda, Ben B. Jewell. 

B. L* 

DO NOT LIKE MORE 
OP ECONOMIZING 

Senators at Washington Are Deprived 
of Many Comforts «rt 

The Capitol. 

guished honor and pleasure of turn
ing It over to an active, working com
pany which Is now building it. Men 
at the head in promoting an enter
prise of world-wide fame are surely 
men ajt unusual strength and ability. 
And these men are only cited as the 
kind of taen who built the foundation 
of the Keykuk Savings bank and have 

J.-WSs©f2$«r.:. \ 

Present Management. 
The following are the officers arid 

directors of the Keokuk Savings bank 

fairness, succeeded Judge. Johnstone 
as cashier and at his death he was 
succeeded by Frank W. Davis, son of 
the late C, F. Davis, a sterling young 
man who has grown up in the bank-j at the present time: f 
ing business under the square, safe! President A. E. Johnstone; vice 
and systematic methods always fol- J president, Howard L. Connable; caSh-
lowed in the Keokuk Savings bank, j ier, F. W. Davis; assistant cashier, H. 
He has for assistant cashier Howard j W. Wood. 
W. wood, a worthy young man, andi Directors: A. E. Connable, F, W. 

WASHINGTON, Aug. 14.—It's pret
ty tough on our senators these hot 
days. They haven't anything to drink 
but common Potomac river water and 
the masseurs that used to oelp them 
cool off In the marble baths in the 
senate office building are gone away, 
looking for new jobs. The economy 
campaign is on In full force, and many 
a jaded senator, remembering the old 
days when all these little e««is to com
fort were his for the asking, adds 
another woeful shake to his head as 
he discusses the decadence of the age. 
During a recent hearing one senator 
stepped up to a water cooler of the 
water bottle kind. Hia face lighted up. 

"Why, I thought this was all gone," 
he said, as he poured himself three 
glasses of water, which he drank 
eagerly. "Flne,*» he said. "Fine. 
There never was a water as good as 
that and I've tried 'em all." A young 
page who had heard him seemed to 
suffering from suppressed hysteria. 

"What's the Joke?" asked a bystand

er. "Well,'' laughed the page. "I 
was just trying to keep my face 
straight while the senator praised the 
water. It's in the old Dottles, but I 
fill them regularly from the faucets 
out there and bring 'em in." 

Which shows that even a United 
States senator is not infallible. I 

A HALF MILLION 
IN NEW BUILDINGS 

Keokuk Has Raised Murn Money 
During Past Two Years for 

; 8eml-publlc Improvements. 

Approximately one-half million dol
lars has been ralBed and spent In 
Keokuk during the past tw«* years for 
improvements of a public and semi-
public character. This Is a record for 
the city for all times past and it Is 
appropos here to touch upon some of 
them, especially since Keokuk—the 
new Keokuk—was born when Hugh 
L. Cooper turned loose a thousand or 
two of men to work on the big dam, 
and the things for which all of this 
money was spent have been launched 
since that time. 

For the amount of money expended 
and relative importance to the busi
ness interests of Keokuk right now, 
the new Iowa Hotel, situated on the 
corner of Fourth and Main streets, 
stands first in the list. To complete 

this structure $250,000 was expended, 
a considerable share of which was 
subscribed by Keokuk capitalists. 

$150,000 was subscribed by the citi
zens to finance the work of the Keo
kuk Industrial Association, the money 
being paid in in equal installment* 
over three years. Since its organiza
tion, the Industrial Association ha* 
played a prominent part in the busi
ness life of the city. - |j 

The EJlka club raised among ifo 
members the sum of $55,OM) to build 
a new home which Is one of the finest 
In Iowa and a great credit to the city. 

$35,000 was the amount which tha 
ladles of the Y. W. C. A. had to raise 
In order to build the beautiful build
ing which now stands completed at 
the corner of Fifth and Blondeau 
streets. 

The Keokuk Country club has # 
new home and golf links which cost 
$25,000. 

In addition, the Masonic lodge, the 
Keokuk Motor Boat club, and various 
other organizations have plans under 
way for early building. Also several 
hundred houses have been built ann 
will be built within the next ye«6 
representing a large outlay of moneJ| 

Don't glance through this edlttal 
hurriedly, but read the interest!!? 
little stories of Keokuk's businet? 
life. 

' h  


