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What Keokuk Should Do 

Mayor J. F.. Elder Gives Some Timely Suggestions as to Municipal Improvement 
for Future Administrations to Carry Out. 

By Mayor J. F. Elder. 
During the past three years Keo

kuk has Bhown more growth and de
velopment, gain In wealth, and has a 
brighter fluture today . than at any 
time since 1866. 

If the city Is to grow and we are 
to take advantage of the opportun
ities offered, we muBt do our share to 
make this town attractive to strang
ers and a desirable place to live In. 

The Industrial Association has been 
organized less than three yearB and 
has done a wonderful amount of work 
in creating a public spirit in the 
city and In taking the initiative to
ward bettering our condition, in mat
ters of plumbing, house building, dis
posal of garbage, establishment of 
parks, play grounds, etc.;'.- -

i 
Must Improve Local Conditions. 

Until our local conditions are great
ly improved he-e, we cannot hope to 
successfully compete with other 
towns (every community In the Unit
ed States is *~ylng to Increase its 
population) unless we make this 
town a very desirable place to live in 
as compared with other communities. 

Those who are disappointed in the 
failure to get factories to locate here 
are not appreciative of the conditions 
confronting us. The Water Power 
company recently commenced deliv
ering power. It can hardly be expect
ed that the man or men with large 
capital are going to locate here on 
account of the benefits of the water 
power until it is tried. We all have 
faith in its efficiency, there 1B no 
question as to this fact, yet at the 
same time we must realize that cap
ital 1b skeptical and cautious. 

Must Flflht for Everything. 
Further, we are passing through an 

era of contraction rather than ex
pansion in business. Interest rates 
are high and capital for new enter
prises is difficult to secure. 

It therefore behooves us to put our 
house in order and prepare ourselves 
for the future, making this city an 
attractive home place to strangers. 
It is characteristic of human nature 
that a stranger In a strange land is 
critical. We must toe prepared to 
show and make It self-evident that wd 
have good schools and school build
ings, and plenty of them, that we 
have a large area of the city sup
plied with modern conveniences. 

which mainB, sewers, paved streets, 
free from dirt, good sidewalks, free
dom from dust, clean alleys, and a 
supply of gas, water and electricity. 

\ 
^ West Keokuk Needs Sewers. : 

There 1b an lnoreased demand to 
push beyond the old confines of the 
city and build new additions. Before 
this can be done effectively the sew
ers of the city must be extended to 
the limits of the old part of town. 
West Keokuk, which has exiBted for 
forty years, in its present condition, 
has practically no sewer system, 
while they have been participating in 
the cost of the general sewer system 
as now located. Water mains, gas 
mains and street car lines must be 
pushed to the limits of the old city 
and a few thoroughfares must be pro
vided in the old part of the town to 
its limits. 

It is easy to show that the present 
revenues of the city are wholly in
adequate for this development. The 
revenues of the city on the last as
sessment will amount to about $140,-
000. Aside from the running ex
pense of the city, there is $8,000 for 
grading, $8,000 for sewer and $13,000 
for improvement, totaling $145,980 or 
$6,000 more than Its income, and 
these current expenses are likely to 
increase nearly In the same ratio as 
our assessment increases. This con
dition, which is not an exception as 
compared with other cities, makes it 
imperative that the town should go 
in debt for these improvements, and 
they are necessary to the growth that 
I believe will come. No business man 
would question the soundness of this 
policy or doubt that it would bring a 
large return on the investment. 

Per Capita Debt Low. ^ 
Our increase In assessed value dur

ing the paBt year was nearly $1,000,-
000. If we compare our debt per 
capita with other cities throughout 
the state we will find that we are very 
low as compared with any city that 
Is growing or progressing today. The 
state annual report for the year end
ing March 31, 1912, shows the value 
of municipal possessions in the city 
of Keokuk amounting to $293,600. 
Our debt 1B only a fraction over $200,-
000. 

The Industrial Association has se
cured from Mr. John Nolen, one of the 
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? We designed and built our new studio to be used 
exclusively for the picture business, giving specal atten
tion to the construction of our skylights to procure the 
very best system and effect in lighting for high-grade 
portraiture.' H 

: : We have a complete set of instruments and lenses 
for all of the different classes and branches of work in 
photography, 4 including general view and commercial 
work, mechanical and architectural -work, panoramic and 
landscape views, smokeless flashlight equipment for largo 
groups and conventions. All sizes and kinds of enlarging 
and on up to the highest grade portrait work. 

Our finishing and printing department has every 
modern appliance and equipment for the different 
branches of work, enabling us to make quick delivery 
on large quantities of work, k V large quantities 

Our lenses are the finest that money will buy, and our 
equipment as complete as any one establishment in Chi
cago. '* ' * * l*Y 

„ We were awarded first prize five successive years 
by the Photographers' Association of Iowa. ; 

We guarantee every picture we make to be satis
factory ; do not want your money unless you are thor
oughly pleased. , . . ^ 

Official photographer for Mississippi River Power 
Company and Stone & Webster Engineering Corps 
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Pictures of the Power Plant and Dam in all sizes. 
For Sale at Studio 

best authorities In the United States, 
a comprehensive plan for the future 
development of the city of Keokuk. 
This plan should be accepted by the 
city council and the citizens as a 
guide for them in the future develop
ment of Keokuk. The plan outlined 
by Mr. Nolen, will cover In the devel
opment of our town for a period of 
at least fifty years. 

t 
Elder's Suggestions. ' 

I offer the following suggestions af 
what ought to be done during the 
next five years in Keokuk along the 
line of its development: 

Sewer system for West Keokuk iand 
the extension of the present system 
of-sewers in other parts of the city 
to the limits of the platted area. Be
yond tliis further extensions of the 
sewer system should be paid for by 
the additions to the city that require 
them. 

Additional sanitary sewers as need
ed, and Insist or demand should be 
made that property abutting on sani
tary sewers shall connect with them. 

A fair amount of new gutters, new 
sidewalks and paved alley improve
ment each year. 

The paving of Main street from 
Fourteenth to Ninteenth streets j 

The paving of Fifth street to the 
railroad crossing south of Taber's 
mill. 

The improvement of all thorough
fares leading to town. 

Earnest effort and co-operation 
with the county authorities in im
proving the main highways In this 
vicinity outside the city limits. 

Permanent pavement along two 01 
three additional thoroughfares across 
the city, and the establishment of one 
or two thoroughfares on either side 
of Main street the entire length of 
the present platted area. 

The building of a city hall and th« 
establishment of an additional fire 
Btation. 

The extension of the present street 
car system along two or more lines 
reaching further away from town. 

The improvement of our levee 
front and additional school buildings 
as needed, with a reasonable develop
ment of our parks and play grounds. 

This can be done without adding to 
the tax burden of the city if our citi
zens will earnestly co-operate to the 
end that the work be done economi
cally and no more rapidly than labor 
conditions of the city will .warrant. 

Public Safety Department. 
The management of the public sare-

ty department of the city of Keokuk 
is in the hands of Commissioner Thos. 
P. Gray. This department includes the 
police and flre. 

Under the old form of government 
it was hard to bring the department 
up to the greatest efficiency because 
politics brought about frequent 
changes in the working force in the 
police and flre divisions. Now the men 
are under civil service regulations, 
and Commissioner Gray has been able 
to put into service well trained crews. 
Speaking of the department, Commis
sioner Gray said: 

"It is often said that an empty jail 
means a capable police force. An 
ounce of preventative Is worth a pound 
of cure. If this is any criterion to go 
by I think the police force is ail 
right, for the jail has been empty 
much of the time during the past few 
months, nor has there been any crime 
to speak of during the past year. 

"The flre department under Chief 
John Anderson has been making a 
great record during the last couple of 
years, and stands first in the state of 
Iowa for flre losses on percentage of 
hazardous property." 

Commissioner Gray is very anxious 
to see the flre fund levy increased in 
order that the department can buy a 
motor truck with all flre equipment 
complete. Such a truck costs about 
$6,000 and combine the steamer, chem
ical engine and ladder apparatus, and 
in addition is capable of carrying 1,000 
feet of hose. 

Spending Money on Improvements. 
It is estimated that more than $250,-

000 has been spent in Keokuk during 
the past year for street improvement 
work. Of course the greater amount 
of this money came directly from the 
pocket of the property owner, while 
the city expended its small allowance 
to complete the total. While Keokuk 
streets will stand a great deal of im
provement they are in about as good a 
condition right now as ever before, if 
not just a little better. 

Facts and figures concerning the 
street improvements were obtained 
from Commissioner T. J. Hickey, who 
says the city should issue bonds for 
the purpose of obtaining the necessary 
money for the extensive street work 
that is needed in Keokuk at the pres
ent time. 

On of the biggest pieces of work 
was the reconstruction of Grand Ave. 
from Fifth to Fifteenth street, putting 
this street in excellent condition. It 
is said that with ordinary macadam 
on Grand Avenue, automobiles will 
burn up the street every few years. 
North Fourteenth street from Main 
to Orleans has been improved by put
ting in water tight macadam, which 
has been used quite extensively by the 
city during the past twelve months. 
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In which is made Men's and Women's fine footwear. 

The Home of "Calendar and Banner Brands" 
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lne Home or the celebrated Barnyard onoes 
Amonia-proof. Also men's and boys' Elk Shoes. Great service. Ask for them 

We are agents for Hood and Old Colony Rubbers, and 
carry a complete stock at all times. 
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This has also been used from Seven 
teenth and Grand Avenue to the Boule-
vard / I i ^ 1 

Making New Streets^ 
$35,000 was expended in cutting 

through Sixteenth, Seventeenth and 
Eighteenth streets from Main to Or
leans. giving the people in that part 
of the city streets where formerly 
there were hollows. Eight blocks of 
water-tight macadam have been put in 
on the south side, two on Ridge, two on 
Carroll and four on Sixth between 
Ridge and Timea. Main from Second 
to the levee has been rebuilt, and ad
ditional paving has been put in on 
Blondeau street. 

The city has put in eleven concrete 
alleys and five concrete blocks, anfl 
spent nearly $2,000 on intersections 
left over from last year. } 

DAM WILL BENEFIT 
HALF A NATION 

(Continued from .page 4.) 

the government a free lock in place 
of a canal with three locks that form
erly costs thousands of dollars every 
year to maintain; it has given a dry-
dock the largest in fresh water; 'I 
has done away with the necessity ot 
a big expenditure for many miles of 
the six-foot channel which the gov
ernment has ordered in the Missis
sippi river. Not only have these 
things been brought about, but navi 
gation in the Mississippi for sixty-five 
miles has been greatly improved and 
steamboat navigation has been great* 
ly facilitated. ^ 4 , , » 

(, 
Company's Policy, : 

The policy of the Mississippi River 
Power company is to sell its product 
from itr giant generators and mam. 
moth power house to large distribut
ing points in a wholesale way, and it 
is not in a retail business. Also 
while it will welcome Incoming trans, 
mission lines built by others as a 
part of genuine electric propositions. 
It has no plans at present for build
ing any new transmission lines in ad
dition to the big lines which now run 
from Keokuk to St. Louis, Mo., and 
Burlington, Iowa. 

STORY OF FORTY 
YEAR STRUGGLE 

(Continued from page 4.) 

Strenuous Hunt for Money. 
Then began a strenuous and wear

ing search for capital willing to sink 
millions into the Mississippi on a 
promise that interest on the money 
should return after awhile. Capital 
p r o v e d  t o  b e  v e r y  t i m i d ;  m u l t i t u d l n - j  
ous arguments made little impression j  
on money boxes; and only .after; 
strenuous work was the capltaliza-i 
tion secured In tiie east, Canada, Eng
land, France, Germany and Belgium 
chiefly. 

This enterprise is distinctly a peo. 
pie's project made a going concern by 
the patient, indefatigable work of the 
representatives of the public here
abouts, chosen for that purpose, ana 
working through many years of dis
couraging rebuffs. 

The motive and object was the in. 
dustrial development of the entire 
Mississippi valley by the development 
of this comparatively cheap power 
for manufacturing. It was recognized 
always that a large industrial center 
has a very large radius of influence 
in promoting prosperity. 

Managing the Big Project. 
Aside from the government's con

nection with the big work here in the 
Mississippi, which is a large interest, 
the proprietor is the Mississippi Riv
er Power company, a corporaton the 
stock of which is owned largely in 
several European countries, especial
ly England, and in Canada and New 
England. The president is Edwin S. 
Webster. The chief engineer and vice-
president is Hugh Ij. Cooper. 

The construction work was all done 
by administration under the chief 
engineer, the electrical installation 

WE SELL CHINA 
The newest patterns in Dinner-
ware and fancy China. 
•/ t 

Don't buy without inspecting 
our lines. We are pleased to 
have you look, whether you 
buy or not. 
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oenner lea Company 
514 Main Street Keokuk, Iowa 

here In the Mississippi to the building [ against $4099,000,000 in 1903, or a gain 
of the new and great industrial sec- of about 81 per cent. Altogether our 
tion along the river which is already 
called the power zone. 

Manufactures vs. Farm Products. 
The change in the charactetr of the 

industrial activities of this country j per cent. 

exports of manufactures and manu
facturers' materials during the flscil 
year 1913 aggregated $1,940,000,000, 
as against $577,000,000 in 1903, an in
crease of $1,063,000,000, or about 121 

Contrast this with the exports of which has been in progress for somej 
time is strikingly illustrated by flg- j  foodstuffs—the product of the farma. 
ures published by the United StateB j In these our exports during 1913 were 
bureau of foreign and domestic com-1 $510,000,000, exactly the same as in 
merce. This report shows a remark-j 1903. That is, in agricultural pro-
able growth in the last decade in the; ducts we have stood still. Of course, 

being put in by the Stone & Webster j exportation of manufactured articles,! we have produced more than we did 
Engineering corporation which also while the exportation of foodstuffs in 1903, because the domestic oon-
built the transmission lines and the, has remained stationary. , sumption has been greater but relar 
superstructure of the power house. j Thus, for the fiscal year 1913, end-lively we have not gained, and this 

The operation of this immense pro-jed July 1, the nation exported manu-! really means that, proportionately to 
ducer of electric power is in charge; factures to the value of $1,200,000,000,' our growth in population we have 
of the Stone & Webster management i as against $468,000,000 in 1903, a gain declined. 
Association which takes up the work j of $732,000,000, or about 157 percent,! in beef production the decline has 
after construction is completed and; while our exports of manufacturers' been notable. In 1903 we were still 

a great meat-exporting country. ^ 
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