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funny Questions Are Being Unloaded 

^•-sng With Bundles at 

the Stamp Win- , 

dow. 

HAN WANTED STAMPS 

| pearly Took Clerk's Breath When He 

«*ked If the Office Kept 

• Any Two • ^. 

Centers. 

ARE IMPROVING STOP. 
Long Drawn Out Fight Over Iowa 

Federal Patronage Improves Po

litical Prospects of 

8enator. 
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at our attractive window display 
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HE WILL BE RE-ELECTED 

The Christmas rash Is beginning at 
; the local post office. The clerks are 
| sing-songing their stock question 

"What's in this package?" and in an
swer to the patron are replying, "Yes, 
I understand, but we have to know 
the exact contents." 

And the patrons, some of them are 
embarrassed, others become -peeved 
and make ^remarks about red' tap a, 
but the majority answer the ques
tion, knowing It Is regulations behind 
the clerk which accounts for the 
seeming curiosity. 

Human nature is on display In all 
its phases and varieties In th9 line 
which waits around in front of the 
window at the post office where your 
packages are weighed. The usual 
queer remarks are forthcoming, and 
sometimes it is the very oojnedy in 
these expressions which help the i 
clerks to tide over a particularly try-j 
tag day. 

The other afternoon, for instance, 
a young fellow slouched Into the of- • 
fice and made his way to the stamp 
window. 

"Howdy," he eald, "have you any 
stamps?" 

The query almost knocked the 
breath out of the clerk who recover
ed sufficiently In a minute to gasp 
"Yes." 

"Well, have yon any two ccnt 
stamps?" 

The answer was a bit more reacts 
this time, and grins on the faces of 
the impatient line began to be reflect
ed on the few» of the cleric. ;r 

CUTICURA 
SOAP 

Assisted when necessaiy by 
Cuticura Ointment. They 
keep the skin and scalpclean 
and clear, sweet and healthy, 
besides soothing irritations 
which often prevent sleep 
and if neglected become 
chronic disfigurements. . * 

Cuttoum Soap and Ointment sold throughout th# 
wortd. Liberal sample of each mailed free, with 
82-p. book. Address "Cuticura," Dept. 8B, Boston. 

uyMen who shave and shampoo with Cuticura 
Coap will find It beat for and scalp« 

LESS MEAT IF BACK 
I 

Take a glass of Salts to flush 
neys if Bladder bothers 

you. • . 

Kid-

He Wanted Some Stamps. 
"Well, gimme a dime's worth," was 

the final speech In the transaction, 
and with the clerk in a bored grin the 
young man slouched on away. 

Something almost as funny happen* 
ed yesterday when a man stepped uv> 
to tie window and said he had some 
packages to send and wanted them 
insured. The packages were weighed 
and' the stamps given, then the man 
began to gather up his packages and 
the stamps. 

"Where are you taking those?" In
quired the clerk. 

The party with the packages allow
ed he was taking them somewhere— 
just the location nobody could grasp 
—but anyway he was going to take 
them some place to be insured. 

"Well, we insure them here," the 
clerk replied. , 

"Oh," came in somewhat relieved 
tones. "Well, then tnat'll be all 
right." 

Business of licking stamps and 
moving away for the fussy little wom
an next in line. i 

"What's" in this package, please," 
the clerk inquired. 

"Merchandise," was the replj 
"Yes, but whnt is it, we must know. \ 

you know." - ] 
"I don't see why," is the rejoinder, i 

"it's just merchandise." | 
"Yes, but yon see we must know. 

Is it dry goods, or Is there a calen
dar or something like that in it?" 

"Well, I don't see what difference 
it can make to you, but if you must 
know there's some English walnuts 
in it." 

I 
Is Not from Curiosity. 

ft ig not from a spirit of curiosity 
that clerks ask these questions, the 
regulations require them to, and1 there 
*re some things which even the 'par
te! post mail cannot tolerate and In 

Eating meat regularly eventually 
produces kidney trouble in Bome form i bf*fr>r« 
or other, says a well-known authority.' 6 

because the uric acid in meat excites 
the kidneys, they become overwork
ed; get sluggish; clog up and cause 
all sorts of distress, particularly 
backache and! misery in the kidney 
region; rheumatic twinges, severe 
headaches, acid stomach, constipa
tion, torpid liver, sleeplessness, blad
der and urinary Irritation. 

The moment your back hurts or 
kidneys aren't acting right, or it 
bladder bothers you, get about four 
ounces of Jad Salts from any. good 
pharmacy; take a tablesipoonful in a 
glass of wdter before breakfast for a 
few days an® your kidneys will then 
act fine. This famous salts is made 
from the acid of grapes and lemon 
juice, combined with lithia, and has 
been used for generations to flush 

Dan Hamilton's Candidacy for the 

Judgeship, the Chief Cause of 

Trouble In Democratic • 

> Camp, 

[Special to The Gate CHty.] 
WASHINGTON, D. C , Dec. 13—The 

long drawn out and stubborn fight 
over the federal patronuge, which Is 
dividing the democrats of Iowa, Is 
precisely what republicans all along 
predicted would take place, and, 
whereas, si few months ago, the pros
pects of being able next year to elect 
a democrat to the senate to succeed 
Senator Cummins, seemed bright to 
democratic leaders, those prospects 
now seam mostly to have gone glim
mering. 

Supporters of Senator Cumm'ns 
among the republicans of the Iowa 
delegation in congresi dVlare that 
things are working beautifully and 
that if the row In the democratic 
camp only can be kept up, the sena
tor will be renominated without opys-
sition and reelected by an old time 
majority. It was a united democracy 
with a bull moose candidate in the 
field that the Cummins crowd feired. 

The chief bone of content'on In the 
patronage meal which was placed be
fore the democrats of Iowa has been 
the United States attorneyship for 
the southern district. 

However, ill feeling began to show 
anv patronage to. 

distribute— before Woodrow Wilson 
had been elected. In the pre-conven-
tion campaign the state had been car
ried for Speaker Clark, "but follow
ing the defeat of Clark an<i the nomi
nation of Wilson at Baltimore, "orig-
nial Wilson men;" be fen to bob up 
in every county, and when Wilson 
won in November, the wools was full 
of "original Wilson men;" there wers 
numerous "original Wilson men" for 
every postoffice in the state. 

The party in the state hid an or
ganization and this organization lali 
down , certain rules which were to ba 
folowed in recommending applicants 
for appointment to office. In the first 
place, in order to give the rink and 
file as much of a hand in the game 
as possible, it was set forth that an 
applicant for appointment to an 
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Christmas Questions Quickly Answered." 
Christmas' Purchases Easily Made. 

A Complete Line of Men's and 
W earing Apparel 
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Claude R. Porter of Centervllle, 
shortly after election decided to be
come an applicant for attorney In the 
southern cMstriet. Daniel W. Hamil
ton of Sigourney, previously had ex
pressed a preference for a federal 
judgeship and had said he wou'd be 
willing to wait for the McPherson 
succession. ; 

Mr. Porter went about among dem
ocrats securing his Indorsements in 
the prescribed way. His candidacy 
met with universal favor in the south
ern district. He secured net only the 
indorsement of the county chairman 
of his home county of Appanoose and 
of the district chairman, but also of 
every coiraty chairman in the south
ern district of the state, then of the 
state chairman and' national commit
teeman and the three demcoratic rep
resentatives in congress. He supple
mented these with the indorsements 
of a large majority of the state cen
tral committee and nearly every dem
ocratic memiber of the general assem
bly. To these political indorsements 
Mr. Porter added a long list from 
the legal profession—from all the 
Judges In his judicial district, from 
prominent lawyers of the state and 
the president of the Iowa State Bar 
Association. 

But some time later Dan Hamilton 
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changed his mind regarding the Judge-
, --- — of-i ship and> came out for the attorney-

clogged kidneys and stimulate them: flce flrgt must secure the inr"or?ement j ship. In this move Mr. Hamilton had 
to normal activity, also to neutra.izej 0f jjjg home democrats as represented j the backing of Jerry (Sullivan and the 
the acids in the urine, BO it no long-j o0unfy chairman of the co"ntv J other "original Wilson men: ,, in th9 

in which he lived. If the countv chilr- ] state. 
man himself was a candidate, then he Hamilton Source of Trouble. 

This cand'dacy of Mr, Hamilton. 

'1 2 i 

er irritates, thus ending bladder dis
orders. 

Jad Salts cannot injure anyone, j mnsrt have the indorsement of a ma-
makes a delightful effervescent lithia- j jorlty of the townahlp committeemen 
water drink which millions of menjof the county elected by thp demo. 
and women take now and! then fc°Jcr;lts the severa] townships. Tin 
keep the kidneys and urinary organs; gam5 rule was to apply t0 g 

clean, thus 
disease. 

avoiding serious kidney 

instances where the pacxage i3 a 
mixed one, the highest rate of post-, 
ag<j must be charged, and then, too, 'f; 

chairman in case he wis a candidate 
and to the state chairman, if he was 
a candidate. 

The home indorsement was the first 
step toward an appointment. The next 
was to secure the Indorsement of the 
district chairman, then the state 

j the clerk has any reason to believe • chairman, then the national commlt-
| you are not telling the truth, he ha3 < teemen and, finally, the three Iowa 
: the right to open the package. Clerks j democrats in congress. 
! who handle several hundred packages | Original Wilson Men BaJk 
a day will not remember what ycu- f]le "original W'lson men' balk

ed at these rules and would not plav are sending to John Jones, so it will 
save time and trouble to tell what 
the package contains In the first 
place. 

Ihe postoffice crowd in Keokuk is 
for the most part good natured. There securinp tjle recognition of President 
are a few grouches as there are in Wilson for the first important appoint-
any place but for the most part the menj8 given to the state-member of 
people are entering into the spirit jjle ),oarij 0; general appraisers in 
and helping the clerks as much as 

with all that his appointment would 
mean, has been the chief cause of 
trouble in the Iowa patrona?e matter. 
If Mr. Porter had been named attor
ney last spring, when Mr.- Sullivan, 
Mr. Murphy and Mr. Van Wasenen 
were appointed, the other appoint
ments—those of marshal In the north
ern district, attorney, ma-shal an-1, 
at that time, collector, in the south
ern district—doubtless wouli have 
been made at the same time and oth
er democrats, as well as these thre^ 
"original Wilson men," w;u"d have 
been drawing salary from the govern
ment. for the last seven months. . 

The opposition to Porter has con-
the game that way. They insurped, tinuetf so unyieldingly that rolit'cians 
and early In the new administration | 0f ay partie5 look upon it as the su-! 
ignored1 the rules, went around th 
organization and were succe s'ul in 

# 

This new instrument is the result of many years of experiment 
and investigation by Mr. Edison. All mechanical timbre is elim
inated. All sounds are recorded and reproduced with absolute fi
delity to the original, and every shade of volume and overtone is 
preserved. The tone is superb. This instrument opens to music 
lovers for the firrst time the great store of fine music which here-
tofore ha? been impossible of reproduction. ^ 

The Diamond and the Disc 
• No needles used. The reproduction point which traverses the record !s a 

it genuine diamond, permanently mounted; it is never changed and never wears. 
Records are disc in form, of a material which Is new in chemistry and of 

iviso great hardness as to permit the reproduction of the myriad of faint over-
tones which alone give quality to music. These records are truly indestruct-
iblo. 

g'ii; The method of recording the new Edison records Is also new, and the pro-
5-; cesses of manufacture are unique and new In every detail. „. li'j 

SPECIAL MOTOR % 
The mechanism of this now Instrument Is powerful, and is governed as ac

curately as a chronometer In order that the pitch shall at all times be accurate
ly produced. ' 

Come in and hear the Edison any time. You will be greatly and pleasantly surprised when you hear 
the Edison. It Is a revelation In the art of sound reproduction. Tho new principles and methods embodied 
In the Edison Diamond Disc have also been applied to the well known Edison Cylinder Phonograph. 

A representative stock is carried at all times at 

The Edison Shop E U- Thomas, Prop. 

possible. 
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New York, to Jerry Sullivan; co'lee-, 
tor of internal revenue for the north
ern district, to Louis Murphy: and 
attorney for the northern district to 
A. Van Wagenen—all of whom also 
had been Bryan men for many years. 
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BAKER'S COCOA 
Is Good Cocoa 
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Of fine quality, made from carefully 
selected high-grade cocoa beans, 
skilfully blended, prepared by a per
fect mechanical process, without the 
use of chemicals or dyes. It contains 
no added potash, possesses a delicious 
natural flavor, and'is of great food value. 

» Booklet of Choice Recipes sent free 
• •• • -•••• - --1 

Walter Baker & Co. Ltd. 
Established 1780 Dorchester, Mass. 
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preme t2«t of strength with the WI1-! 
son administration between Judge | 
Martin J. Wad^, Iowa memb'r of thi 
national committee and t'tular head 
of the- party in the state, and Jfrry 
Sullivan, leader of the "original Wil
son men." 

Friends of Mr. Porter are Indignant 
because he has been branded as a 
"reactionary" while the "oricinal 
Wilson men" have set themselves UT 
ai "progressive" democrats, and these 
friends by the hundreds are insisting 
that if the outcome of this ficht s!iall 
be rejection of him and acceptance' 
of Hamilton, that Porter immediately 
shall ask for a vindication at the 
hand's of the democracy of the state 
by becoming a candidate for tho sen
atorial nomination. How could the 
"original Wilson men" support Port?r 
for the senate aHer opposing his ap-: 
polntment 'to the attorneyship on the 
alleged ground that he is a reaction-, \V 
ary? 

Such" a prospect 'is one of the 
causes of satisfaction among the Cum
mins supporters. 

Rut Claude Porter, In hi« race 
against A. B. Cummins for governor, 
came out of Appanoose, his home 
county, which had -been giving a nor
mal renublican majority of 1.500, 
with 2.000 vet's to the goo3, a ehan«e 
of 3,500 votes in one county. So. the 

Early Shopping 
Don't wait until Christmas to 
buy that father, brother or 
gentleman friend of yours a 
pipe or a box of Grand Leader 
cigars. 

I have a full line of 
PIPES AND SMOKERS' ART

ICLES. 

C. W. Ewers 
1120 Main Street 

Duncan-Schell Furn. Co. 
For the Child's Christmas 

The World's Greatest 

Fire Insurance Company 

Losses Paid 1" Cash without 
Discount 

1 

Automobile Service to Keokuk. 

Commencing Wednesday, December! 
10, 1 will make two regular trips each i 
day except Sunday, between Nauvoo! 
and the Keokuk depot, as follows: 
Leaving the garage at 6:30 a. m. 
sharp and returning immediately after 
the south-bound train arrives at the 

METAL BED, $6.50. 

20 styles to select from. 

We Invite charge accounts. 

Cummins crowd, while pleased at the 1 ,  Keokuk depot. And leave Nauvoo 
grapple in which it sees Wade and | again at 4 p. m., giving ample time 
Sullivan factions of the democratic I to meet tho AV abash at Hamilton go-
party and watchei tlife clinch of the ing east. Charge will be $1.50 per per-
leaders become tighter and sees their 80n one waJ" or $2.50 round trip, 
faces grow redder and rec"'ler, it does, A. R. MCALLISTER, 
not, by anv means, crnsider that | 
Claude R. Porter, as n cadidate for ( 

the senate, would be a Jpke. -Read The Daily Gate CItf. 

W. S. Whitehead 
Succcseor to Arthur Leming. 

PAINTING, PAPER HANGING AND 
DECORATING. 

904 Main Street. 
Phones: Res., Black-1891; office 99S \ 

H. H. Ralston, Agt. 
700 Main Street, Keokuk, Iowa 

Over City Drug Store. 
Telephone 244. 

Try a Pound of Our 

25c Coffee 
Sole Agents for Keokuk t 
Try this Blend of Coffee 

Avoid Vacillation. 
Von Moltke: He who hesitates 

much will accomplish little. 

John De Jong 
Phones 31 & 32. 1126 Main 

—Read The Gate City want ads. 
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