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The fact that the League is simply 

the united church, and not an outside 
society has made it possible to arouse 
great enthusiasm by means of mass 

demonstrations. A union meeting of 
the pastors of Chicago, in September, 
1903, was a pronounced success. With 
the experience gained one was worked 
up in September, 1904, and addressed 
by National Superintendent P. A. Ba- 
ker, at which eight hundred men were 

present, five hundred of them being 
leading pastors of Chicago and vicinity. 
Even this was surpassed in 1905. The 
plan for concerted discussion on a given 
Sunday immediately following the in- 
troduction of the bill in the legislature, 
was productive of such gratifying re- 
sults in 1903, that it was projected 
again in 1905. In 1903 less than one 
thousand churches participated. In 
1905 more than two thousand churches 
joined. The unqualified success of these 
demonstrations has been due to the ap- 
plication of business methods and “fol- 
low up” systems, which have made an 

impression upon those not directly par- 
ticipating. The first state convention 
at Peoria was a complete success. 

The campaign last winter, in which 
the bill was carried within one vote of 
victory in a legislature organized 
against it, is fresh in the minds of the 
League supporters. 

In 1903 the local option bill never 
came out of the Senate. Last time it 
not only came out but passed the Sen- 
ate, and therein lies a story of the 
most magnificent demonstration of the 
power of the united church and aroused 
ministry that the state has ever seen. 
In 1903 there were only 36 votes in the 
House. The last time there were 68, 
and it missed by only one vote. In 
1903, out of 57 members from Cook 
county, only 4 voted against killing the 
bill. Last time there were 19, one- 
third of the delegation. 

We believe that the passage of the 
local option bill by the next legislature 
is practically an assured fact. 

The development of the church feder- 
ation idea has naturally discovered and 
trained leaders. The new superinten- 
dent, Rev. James K. Shields, is worthy 
of, and we feel sure he will receive, the 
same loyal support from pastors and 
people of the state, which has made the 
truly remarkable results of the past five 
years possible. 

Let your sermons and addi’esses on 
the Local Option question be like 
barbed wire fences, so that if anyone 
undertakes to climb over it the needed 
impression will be made. 

The most hateful of all devils is the 
devil who appears in the robe of right- 
eousness, always saying that the saloon 
has been with us from the beginning 
and must be endured; yet, he will say: 
“I believe the saloon is bad.” 

Letter from Former Superintendent 
I am in receipt of the first number of I he Illinois Issue, and 

have read it with great interest and pleasure. 
I concur heartily in your proposition that the Illinois work 

requires a distinctively state paper. You need it, and if the first 
number is a fair sample, it will be a strong right arm in the work. 

Wishing you and the latest League paper unbounded success 
and the greatest measure of usefulness, I am, 

Yours for Christian conquest, 
WILLIAM II. ANDERSON. 

yx 

Doves and Men 
Two men were out hunting one day and shot two doves. The men had 

fulfilled the requirement of the law in securing licenses to hunt. But in 
spite of this fact they were arrested and fined to the full limit of the law. 
The evidence showed that doves may be shot during a certain period of 
the year, and that the defendants had killed the doves a day after the close 
of the season. No one found fault with the judgment, and the officers 
of the law were endorsed in their action. 

Seven thousand saloon keepers in Chicago have license to sell liquor 
under certain restrictions. The law allows them to sell liquor six days 
out of the week. But the saloon keepers are not satisfied. They sell 
seven days and are not brought to justice. The officers howl furiously when 
told to enforce the law. 

But then, there is a difference in the game killed. The hunters killed 
doves, but the saloon keepers kill only men. It’s awful to kill a dove out 
of season. To kill a man—that’s so trifling. 

Rights, Not Privileges 
The federated church in this state did not ask a privilege when it 

asked for the passage of a reasonable local option bill. AAre asked not for 
a privilege but for a right. The Local Option Bill is a righteous measure. 
It is fair and reasonable. The politicians who stood against the bill stood 
against the interests of the people. The people have demanded their rights 
and will have them at any cost. 

Repentant politicians sometimes come to the League office and offer 
pledges. They ask what we want them to do. AAre have made no demands 
except this: “Give us a square deal.” AVe are not asking for favors. A\re 
are only the servants of a great and mighty constituency, whose only 
demand is that righteousness shall have the right of way. 

The federated church asks not for privileges but for rights. 

Ten thousand slaves to drink would vote against the saloon if they 
had a chance. 

Never put off till tomorrow the saloon you can rout today. 

Have you noticed the grade of the men who voted to kill local option? 

“It is too late to lock the barn after 
the horse is stolen.” So it is too late 
to pray when the cyclone has come; it 
is too late to sympathize with the wife 
and children after the husband has been 
murdered. It is also too late to under- 
take to give comfort to the family of 
the drunkard if the saloon is allowed 
to remain and still make drunkards of 
the hoys. 

The man who does not learn from 
what he sees day after day growing out 
of the saloon business must be a moral 
fool, as well as the man who cannot 
learn life’s lesson is an intellectual fool, 
ihe one is pitiable, the other disgrace- 
ful. Let us learn the great lessons 
taught us as we pass down life’s high- 
way, day after day, that the beverage 
liquor traffic is a crime. 


