
An Unshackled Ministry 
The Illinois Issue: 

In yyur first number you credit me with saying: 
“The Anti-Saloon League, through its omni-partisan method, has 

unshackled the preacher in the pulpit and enabled him to handle the 
saloon question effectively, from a political standpoint, free from the 
accusation of mixing in partisan politics.” 

I presume that is what I said when introducing Mr. Burke to my people. 
That is what I meant, even if he has improved the wording. And it is true. 

By any man who has been in the ministry fifteen years or more, it will I 
am sure he appreciated as true. But we must not lose sight of another 
fact equally important. Let me put it just this way. I said in a sermon 

recently, that we are made to face specific duties because of specific con- 

ditions, and used this as an illustration. During twenty-five years in the 

ministry I have never in any public address stated my party affiliation in 

politics, though I have felt perfectly free to talk about politics and to urge 
honest and constant political action. In fact, I have always believed that 

a passion for politics on the part of good citizens is a primal condition 
of good citizenship, as well as the hope of intelligent self-government. 
Yet I have never announced my party affiliation—well, because 1 didn t 

have to. But all this is changed in Illinois by the new primary law. My 
duty now, under the law, is either to go openly and avow my party alle- 

giance or abdicate my citizenship. For only at the primary, and within 

the party of my sympathy, can I exercise my power as a citizen in the 

matter of selecting a law-making and law-enforcing body of men. In 

the future, to be a law-keeping citizen entrusted with the franchise, I must 

avowedly act with a party. I believe then, against every possible cry of 

the minister in party politics, one duty is very clear—keeping a head as 

cool as a philosopher and a heart as hot as any fanatic, we men in the 

ministry should enter the contest now on in Illinois, seeking to letuin 

or send to Springfield only such men as are in favor of Anti-Saloon League 
legislation. An analysis of the League’s proposed legislation will show 
it to be eminently fair in what it asks of its friends, and what it demands 

of its foes. The League is omni-partisan. The state law compels the 

individual to act with a party to be effective. Let us all stand, as ministers, 

squarely on the law and the issue. We must— if we are to be numbered 

among those who respect and obey law. GEO. H. WILSON, DeKalb. 

He Likes It 
I am in receipt of your first copy of The Illinois Issue. It has the 

right ring and snap. Just what the temperance workers and voters of 

Illinois want. 
I have recently subscribed for tzco copies of the American Issue, iqob. 

I enclose clipping from your paper. I do not quite undei stand it. Does 

it mean that the subscribers to the American Issue will be transferred to 

your list and furnished with your paper instead? I hope that is the plan, 
for a home paper will suit me better. Sincerely youis, 

H. L. DAILEY. 

The Commissioner of Internal Rev- 

enue has recently decided that a phy- 
sician cannot prescribe whisky for a 

patient when it is not compounded with 

medicine, without involving himself in 

a special tax liability, even though the 

whisky be prescribed and sold for me- 

dicinal purposes only. It would seem as 

though some other specific must be 

found for “snake bites.’’ 

Vermont has reduced her no-license 

towns from 92 in 1901, to 34 in 1905. 

A prominent liquor journal says that 

out of 27 county local option elections 

held in Missouri during the past year, 

24 went dry, and that it is likely that 

other states will make as bad a show- 

ing. Kentucky certainly has. 

Bonfort’s Wine and Spirit Circular: 

“Lincoln county, Mo., went dry under 

a special election, joining the caravan 

which is traversing the entire county, 

making it very dry, like the Sahara. 

The more we have of such drought the 

better. 

What the Anti-Saloonists have 
Accomplished 

Over half of the municipalities and 

three-fourths of the townships in Ohio 

are dry. 
Two-thirds of the state of Indiana is 

without a legalized liquor dealer. 

The state of Tennessee has only six- 

teen places where liquors may be law- 

fully sold. 
The great state of Texas has 141 

counties. which are dry, under local 

option. 
In the other Southern states, with a 

population of more than twenty-seven 
millions of people, more than nineteen 

million people are living where no sa- 

loons .are permitted. Such facts as 

these ought to open the eyes of the 

trade to the danger that is assailing it. 
—Bonfort’s Wine and Spirit Circular. 

Saloon Keeper’s Warning 
Advised a Prospective Buyer Not to Em- 

bark in the Degrading Business 

We have recently seen the letter writ- 

ten by a Georgia saloon keeper to a man 

who had written to him offering to buy 
his business. The man who wanted to 

buy had a wife and four children. He 

did not wish to take his family to live 

in the place where the saloon was lo- 

cated, nor did he wish his mother or 

other relatives to know about his going 
into the business. To this man the 

saloon keeper wrote advising him not 

to go into “the degrading position of a 

whisky dealer.” He said: 
“I do not blame you for not wanting 

your relatives to know that you intend 

to deal in whisky, and, if you have one 

iota of self-respect left, I beg of you, 
for the sake of your wife and children 

and aged mother, please do not degrade 
yourself by going to selling rum, but 

assist them in this world to be elevated, 
instead of being inducers of vice and sin. 

You may be surprised at these words 

coming from one who sells booze. How- 

ever, fate, and that only, has thrown me 

into this damnable vocation. I hope 
that it is not too late for you to mend 

your ways, that your present intentions 

can be changed upon the advice of one 

who is in this business and who is giv- 
ing you, free of charge, advice which I 

hope you will heed. Not having the 

pleasure of a personal acquaintance, I 

hope that you may be in a position, at 

some future date, to thank me for this 

information, and, in your hours of devo- 

tion, offer up a silent prayer for one who 

is suffering through the misguidance of 

human fate.” 

The best argument for local option 
is to enforce it. 

The Anti-Saloon League stands for 

saloon extermination. 


