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Liquor Dealers Vote to Keep ‘1 Expense” Secret 

Ship Cheap Congressman to Washington Without Giving 
Itemized Statements to Public 

We give below a statement made by tlie lion. Joseph Grein, member of the last legislature, in an address 
at the convention of the Retail Liquor Dealers’ Protective Association of Illinois, held at Peoria, Sept. 19 and 20. 
1905. In the course of the discussion Mr. Grein delivered himself as follows: 

“In the name of Heaven fellows, what do you mean. You have just passed resolutions declaring that it 
would be both unwise and unsafe to continue publishing a detailed statement of our expense account and now 

you are criticising our National Organization for doing the same thing. Supposing they have to pay the way 
of some cheap Congressman to Washington and return to get him to vote for some Liquor bill, do you want it 

published? I should say not. In the name of Heaven, what do you mean?’’ 
The above is reported directly by one of the representatives of the League who was there and heard it. 

He wrote it as Mr. Grein spoke. It is therefore a direct report and has not passed through the hands of several 
writers. The statement which follows was taken at the same time by the same man. 

Saloonists Must Work Quietly 
What It Costs to Get a Booze Bill Through the Legislature 
It will be remembered that Joseph Grein has had personal experience in the effort to protect his own trade. 

The twenty-third district should see to it that a man less interested in the promotion of the saloon is sent as 

its representative next time. His advice to his colleagues is the richest of its kind that lias come’ down the line. 
“Fellows I was in hopes I would not have to make these admissions, I did not want to go on record in this 

pubic manner, with the doors and windows wide open, and God only knows who’s here. I introduced that bill 
in the Legislature, and it was the best bill ever introduced in the Legislature, for the protection of the Saloon- 

Keepers, but some of you block heads didn’t know it. What you ought to have done was to quietly urged its 

passage. 
“I didn’t dare to come out openly and ask the Retail Liquor Dealers’ Protective Association to support it. 

Why? Because just the minute the members of the last Legislature had known that the Retail Liquor Dealers 
wanted that bill passed, you would have had to plunk down $100,000. That’s what it costs to get a bill through 
the Legislature. I know what I am talking about. You’ve got to work it quiet.’’ 

It was a member of this same Liquor Dealers’ Protective Association who said that a movement was on foot 
to raise $100,000 to defeat any legislation proposed by the Anti-Saloon League. The enemy is hard at work. The 

liquor dealers use all means within their reach—means, foul and fair—mostly foul. The Anti-Saloon League 
has but one way open—the way of fair dealing. We have no money with which to send cheap legislators to or 

from assemblies, no money with which to buy votes or purchase the good will of corrupt politicians. We use all our 

money to inform the people of facts, and to get the people to act. We are willing to be open and above board 
with all that we do. Nothing is kept secret. Our strength lies in publicity. 

Let the liquor dealers scheme and deceive. It will in the end bring them to defeat and ruin. Their business 
is wrong and can never be right. 


