
X The National Grange at its recent convention in Atlantic City, x 
X, N. J., expressed itself in favor of temperance and the controlling f 
x of the saloons, declaring “that they should be abridged until ^ 
i| they are abolished.” A strong resolution was adopted which says: f 
x “Every community should be empowered by law to vote every t 
x saloon from its midst or borders.” x 

mothers who make contribution of their precious boys to reduce tax- 
ation on property in the towns. 

A little while after her last boy was buried, the saloon took lire at 

midnight and from it her little cottage caught lire anti she barely escaped 
with her life. She sat upon a little pile of wood in the yard at midnight 
with her sad face in her wrinkled hands while the dying embers of the 
little cottage threw their glare upon her pitiful form. The crowd that 
gathered was moved by the picture. A subscription was started and 

‘soon a man stood by her saying, “Don’t cry any more, we have raised 
money enough to replace your house.” Lifting her face from her hands, 
she said, “I wasn’t crying about my little house, it wasn’t much anyway; 
I wasn’t crying about my furniture, there was little of it; but that same 

saloon burned up John and Willie and nobody got up a paper to save 

the boys and if you can’t bring back Johnnie and bring back Willie, 
don’t worry about the house, my life is ruined anyway.” 

Shall we reduce the taxes on our property at such sacrifice as this? 
“D.” 

The Effect of Prohibition in Kansas 
Kansas has been under constitutional prohibition for twenty-one years, 

a period long enough, it would seem, to give a law a fair test. As to what 
the test shows, statistics recently published are illuminating. In five of the 
one hundred and five counties of Kansas the prohibitory law is generally 
ignored. The five counties have 17 per cent of the population and furnish 
over 30 per cent of the crime. The population in the twenty-one years has 
increased from 99C,616 to 1,470,945, while the number of prisoners has 
decreased from 917 to 788. That prohibition is generally but not efficiently 
enforced appears in the fact that the United States still collects a liquor tax 
from Kansas of only $7,700 for each 100,000 inhabitants, while in Nebraska, 
not a prohibition state, it collects $252,000. In the last ten.years Kansas has 
gained three cities of over 10,000 inhabitants, while Nebraska has lost 
three. 

England has a law to the effect that if a saloon keeper is driven out 
of business by public sentiment he receives a pension out of the national 
treasury the remainder of his life unless he can find another opening. 
After England has allowed her saloon keepers to rob the empire and dis- 
grace the nation she takes them up and feeds and clothes them even as 

Uncle Sam takes care of his soldiers who fought and suffered for the 
salvation of their country. England is queer, isn’t she? 

When a preacher goes wrong there is a great excitement. There is no 

more reason for excitement when a preacher goes wrong than when a 

saloon keeper goes right. 

Defaming Epithet 

Calling Neighbor “Saloonkeeper’’ Costs 

$600 
In the State of Maine the feeling 

resulting from fifty years of prohibi- 
tion is shown by an incident recently 
given by the secretary of the Civic 

League. One man called another a 

liquor dealer, and when he could not 
prove it, had to pay $600 for defama- 
tion of character. Better law enforce- 
ment under the new commission is in- 
creasing this kind of sentiment. It is 
as dangerous to call a man a saloon- 
keeper in Maine as to call him a horse 
thief in Illinois. 

As the Champion Sees It 

Supreme Court Refuses Mandamus to 
Close Sunday Saloons 

The Illinois Supreme Court has de- 
nied the petition of the Chicago Sunday 
Closing League, which asked leave to 
file a mandamus suit in the Supremo 
Court to force Mayor Dunne to close 
the saloons of Chicago every Sunday. 

Application for a writ of mandamus 
had been filed by the League through 
the Rev. William A. Bartlett and other 

Chicago ministers. The action was 

considered the most important step 
taken by the League in its crusade for 

Sunday closing. It asked that not only 
Mayor Dunne but his successors in 
office be compelled to enforce the law 
as to saloons. 

Mayor Dunne said today: 
“I have been too long on the bench 

not to be prepared to carry out the 
order of the Supreme Court. I have 
nothing to say about the decision, and 
I do not know upon what grounds it 
was rendered. I did not know Corpo- 
ration Counsel Lewis was in Spring- 
field. I simply turned the case over 

to him and told him to take care of it.” 
Corporation Counsel J. Hamilton 

Lewis represented Mayor Dunne in the 
proceeding, the court sitting at Spring- 
field. He urged that the court should 
not assume jurisdiction over the mat- 
ter, and the justices agreed with him. 

The court follows very closely the 
line of Colonel Lewis’ arguments. 

“That the court cannot undertake to 
direct the details of local municipal or 

county government is apparent,” the 
decision says. “To grant this petition 
or even to take jurisdiction of it would 
mean that the court is open to all citi- 
zens who might want to come in with 
petitions for the enforcement of this, 
that, or the other law in its local appli- 
eaitons.” 

Whether this disposes of the whole 
Sunday Closing League movement, or 

whether it merely remands the case to 
the Cook County courts, is not stated 
in the advices from Springfield. Over 
in Portland, Ore., the preachers want 
the city council to impeach the mayor 
for not closing the saloons on Sunday. 
They are peaches. In Madison, Wis., 
the mayor proposes that the closing of 
saloons on Sunday should be left to a 

vote of the people.—The Champion of 
Pair Play. 

__ 

A Bad Alderman 
Brennan, of the Eighteenth Ward, 

who was jailed for election bribery and 
has done nothing since his release but 
hold his seat and draw his salary, was 

allowed to vote against giving Chicago 
more policemen and checking crime. 
Yet Brennan is only a type. There are 

others in the Council as contemptuous 
oi the law as he. 


