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To Print the Local Option Bill 
The work of the Anti-Saloon League is growing at such a tremendous 

rate that the present field force of fourteen men, assisted by about as 

many stenographers and helpers, are finding it impossible to keep pace 
with the work. New subscriptions to our Illinois Issue are increasing at 

the rate of about 1,200 per month. This increasing interest in the battle 

against the organized liquor traffic has brought with it a demand for the 

printing of the Local Option Bill as it was introduced into the last 
session of the Illinois Legislature, so that in the next Issue we propose to 

print the Bill, and we hope that it will receive the careful reading that it 
deserves. There is nothing that the liquor forces fear so much as an 

intelligent understanding of the fairness of this measure. 

As you read this Bill you want to remember that there was a referendum 
attached to it in the last session by the Senate, so that it could not have 
become a law even though it had been passed by the members of the 
House, until all the voters of the State of Illinois had had an opportunity 
to vote upon it directly, so that the members of the House who voted 
against it, or for the amendment to it, in so doing denied the people who 
sent them there as their representatives, the privilege of expressing them- 
selves directly upon the measure. 

Look After the Primaries 
If you do not do your duty at the primaries it is often—almost always— 

difficult, if not utterly impossible, to do your duty at the polls. 
The politicians look after the primaries first of all. In fact, they begin 

their work a long time before the primaries. The strength of the boss is 
not his manipulation of the caucus or primary, but his planning and work- 
ing long before. He is busy getting influential men to stand for his propo- 
sitions far in advance of the meetings held to suggest or nominate for 
office. 

When the “boss” gets his men nominated he knows quite well that 
half the victory is won. If the party is strong he is confident of smooth 
sailing for his man. 

Of course, lately, a new element has entered the arena of politics—the 
independent candidate. This factor is of vital importance and great 
value in defeating bad candidates on the regular party ticket. And so the 
“boss” is not entirely omnipotent. 

But it requires a vast expenditure of energy and money to elect the 
independent after the party candidate is in the field. It would take a great 
deal less work to secure the nomination of a good man on the regular 
party ticket, than to defeat a bad one when once placed on the ballot. 

In Illinois, however, the new primary law makes it possible for the voter 
to express within his own party his preference of men in the field for a 

given office. The primaries can no longer be conducted by a “boss,” for 
it requires the vote of the people to place a candidate in nomination as 

well as in office. Some provisions of the new primary law, however, are 

destined to work a hardship on the voter who desires to stand with a 

party, but who also finds it impossible to endorse all the candidates of his 
party. lie is not allowed to take any part in the nominating of men on 

any other ticket than that of his own party and is thus left without free- 
dom to carry out 111s will. 

It is therefore the more necessary that work be done in advance of the 
primary. Get honest and capable men to come out and see to it that 
the people are thoroughly informed. If good preparations have been made 
it will be possible to win out at the primaries and thus gain ground that 
otherwise would be lost. 

The only reasonable way to reform polities is to begin at the primaries— 
begin far enough ahead to get the lead. 

Don’t forget the prayer meeting and the primaries. 

When Saloon Business Prospers 
the People Suffer 

The business argument that favors 
the prosperity of the brewery and the 
distillery, that favors the prosperity of 
the organized forces of the liquor trade, 
is the argument that always proves the 
poverty, the destruction and the desper- 
ation of the people. It is the one busi- 
ness among all other kinds of traffic 
whose prosperity always indicates the 
poverty and degradation of the people. 
When any other business prospers in 
tne communit3% everybody is proud of 
it. When we hear that the building 
trade is prospering we say that is evi- 
dence of prosperity and progress. When 
we hear that the dry goods merchants 
are growing rich, we say, “How pros- 
perous this community is becoming.” 
When we hear of the farmer paying off 
his debts and mortgages, we say, “What 

splendid evidence of our country’s pros- 
perity,” and everybody rejoices. We 
even rejoice when we hear that the 
plumber is making money, for we say, 
“Of course that is a legitimate line of 
trade and we are glad to hear of it.” 
But when we hear that the saloon trade 
is prospering, and that the brewers in 
the city are getting rich, no one is pre- 
pared to claim that that is any evidence 
of prosperity and progress in that com- 

munity. On the contrary, everybody 
says, “That is surely an indication that 

people in that community are going 
backward, and that they are inviting 
poverty and want and degradation and 
ruin for themselves.” So it is a *>ar- 

ticular kind of business that never can 

be classed with any other kind of busi- 
ness.—Father J. M. Cleary. 

As a light to illuminate a boy’s path 
to the saloon door a cigarette excels 

electricity. 


