
Governor Saves Millions for City 
There is a statement in two St. Louis papers, credited to John H. 

Howard, former President of the St. Louis Liquor Dealers’ Benevolent 

Association, and concurred in by Senator Kenney, also a saloon keeper, 
namely, that Sunday closing has effected a loss to the liquor trade—that is, 
a saving to the family purse—equal to 24 cents per capita of the city’s 
population. This amounts to $146,580 for every Sunday that the law is 

enforced, or $7,622,160 per annum in the city of St. Louis alone, nearly three 
times as much as the annual appropriations of the Missouri legislature for 
all purposes. Verily the governor of Missouri is not an unprofitable servant 

of the people. 

Legislative Notes 
We notice that Representative Allen of Vermilion County, Twenty- 

second Senatorial District, is again a candidate. Mr. Allen was a loyal 
friend of Local Option in the Judiciary Committee and on the floor of the 
House. Mr. Grace who was also a member of the House from Edgar 
County of this district, is a candidate again and can be depended upon 
at all times. Representative Gaumer from Vermilion County, Prohibition 
member in the last General Assembly, we understand is again a candidate. 
He was a good and faithful member. 

Representative Austin a loyal friend of our work of Oak Park, Cook 

County, Twenty-third district, we understand will not he a candidate again. 
He was a friend of ours at all times and we regret exceedingly his de- 
cision not to run for the nomination. 

All of the representatives from the Twenty-sixth District, Cook County, 
Messrs. Coyle, Phillips, and Finnan are again candidates for nomination. 
If they should be returned to the House, we believe that the district will 
be ably represented. 

Mr. Oglesby of Logan County, Twenty-eighth District has got all kinds 
of opposition in the person of Mr. Evans of Lincoln. Mr. Oglesby’s actions 
on the Local Option Bill has aroused his county, and the outlook is that he 
is going down to defeat. Public meetings are being held throughout the 

county and able speakers are presenting the facts. 

Representative Magill from Rock Island County, Thirty-third District, 
is a candidate for the Senatorship. Ilis vacilating manner on the Local 

Option Bill and his decision finally against the people having a right to rule, 
places him in an attitude where he should be defeated and he probably 
will be. 

The Hon. John B. Castle, of Sandwich, DeKalb County, Thirty-fifth 
Senatorial District, who was chairman of the Judiciary Committee, is in 

hiding. The Attorney for the Anti-Saloon League, Mr. Burke, challenged 
him to meet in discussion, went down into his town, spoke to a large 
crowd of voters, comprising the best citizens of the town, who by their 

expressions of approval as Mr. Castle’s record was laid bare, indicated 
what was going to happen on the 27th day of next April. The reports from 
there are both favorable and promising toward Mr. Castle’s being able 
to remain in Sandwich and take care of his private business. The people 
themselves say they want a representative. George M. Tindall is his op- 

ponent. — 

The Hon. William H. Emerson of Astoria, Fulton County, Forty-third 
District, one of the veterans, and a man loyal and true to the cause, with 

our latest knowledge, has not yet concluded to be a candidate for the 

Lower House. We trust that he will do so, however, because we believe 

A Sensible Editorial 
The canteen has been abolished— 

that is, the post exchange no longer 
sells intoxicating liquors—and we are 

told that the soldiers get drunk anyhow 
on vile liquors at resorts outside the 
post. Well, suppose they do—at any 
rate the government’s skirts are clean 
of the liquor traffic; and if military dis- 

cipline cannot restrain soldiers from 
drunkenness, as well as from other 
offenses against decency and order, then 
let us not blame for that failure the 
good men and women who shrink in 
horror from the idea of the government 
selling alcohol to the boys it assumes 

to train and protect. 
There seems to be a curious notion 

afloat that it is necessary for the boys 
in the army to get drunK, either in the 

garrison or out, or at least, to find their 
enjoyment in guzzling, if not in one 

place, then in another. Now, there is 
not a man in the army, and most of 
them are mere boys, who needs to get 
drunk or to drink alcohol as a beverage 
at all. There is not a boy in the army, 
just as there is not in private life a man 

under twenty-five, who is not a little the 
worse for every drop of liquor that 
enters his system. 

It is time to have done with the fal- 
lacy that one of the inalienable rights 
of the American citizen under the Fed- 
eral Constitution is to get drunk or not 
drunk. Due regard must be had, of 

course, to the personal rights and liber- 
ties of mature men; but there is no 

more foolish or more dangerous heresy 
than the notion that if you try to keep 
our army officers and army privates 
sober you are infringing on their vested 
rights to the pursuit of happiness. It 
is said that if the privates can’t get 
liquor freely they will not enlist. The 

hoys who enlist because they can get 
liquor will not be worth as much to the 

army as the boys it would get but can- 

not get now, if the army were kept as 

free from grog as the navy, or if army 
officers tried half as hard by precept and 

example to keep the boys from drink- 

ing as they now try to make the present 
arrangement obnoxious and restore the 

canteen.—Indianapolis News. 

Open Local Option Fight 
Ministers of Elgin, 111., Begin Movement 

for “Dry Town.” 

Elgin, 111., Feb. 10.—Elgin may soon 

become a “dry” town. In secret ses- 

sion today thirty ministers and com- 

mittees from the churches met at the 
Y. Al. C. A. and discussed plans for 

placing in the various wards “no li- 

cense” candidates. This revives the 
local option agitation. Elgin has thirty 
saloons and each pays a $1,000 license. 
The proprietors are much exercised 
over the movement. 


