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Field Day at Aurora 
Seven representatives of the Anti- 

Saloon League occupied the pulpits of 
Aurora churches last Sunday, and were 
given the most cordial reception and a 
splendid hearing. 

The pastors of Aurora are wide awake 
and energetic and are in full accord 
with the League, and have shown a 
commendable spirit in their aggressive- 
ness to aid in the great movement 
against the saloon. 

Besides the regular meetings in the 
churches, in the morning and in the 
evening, two large mass meetings were 
held, one for men at the First Metho- 
dist church, under the auspices of the 
Y. M. C. A., and one for ladies at the 
Baptist church, under the auspices of 
the Y. W. C. A. Mr. Burke spoke at 
the men’s meetings and delivered, as 
is his wont, a most excellent address. 
Superintendent Shields spoke at the 
laaies meeting on the subject, “Wo- 
man’s Part in American Patriotism,” to 
a good audience of interested listeners. 
Both meetings were evidence of earnest 
endeavor on the part of Aurora’s best 
people to deal a heavy blow against 
the onslaught of the liquor tyrant and 
to put up an unmistakable demand for 
righteous legislation in favor of the 
church, the home and the state. 

Signs are now clear that Aurora will 
in the near future rid herself of her 
senator who holds the unenviable dis- 
tinction of having opposed every decent 
measure that has come within his 
circle of influence since he started out 
in his political career. The three rep- 
resentatives of the fourteenth district, 
all of whom stood against the rights of 
the people on the local option question 
in the last session of the legislature, 
are also receiving close attention and 
will be dealt with as they deserve. That 
the Christian element in Aurora is 
doing conscientious work is shown by 

.the increased interest taken In the 
Anti-Saloon League movement and by 
the substantial evidence in the way of 
financial support. 

Representatives and the Referendum 
We print in this issue the entire Local Option Bill as it went into the 

legislature last winter. 
This bill is the one drafted by the Anti-Saloon League with the ex- 

ception of the referendum clause, section 20, which was attached by the 
senate. 

It was expected by the senate that the league would not accept the 
bill with the referendum attached. But knowing that to refuse would be to 
invite the seemingly plausible argument that the league wanted the legis- 
lature to pass a measure which the league itself dared not take before the 
people, and knowing that to ask for the passage of the bill without the 
referendum would bring just about as fruitful a result as to ask John B. 
Castle to an open debate with Burke, the league accepted the situation as 

the best to be had at the time. 
It will be remembered that the league was opposed to the referendum 

only on the ground that it would delay the measure and not allow it to 
become law until after the election in the fall of 1906. 

Guarded as this bill was by this referendum sixty-nine men had the 
temerity to vote to kill it. Those sixty-nine representatives said by their 
vote: “We are not sure but that a majority of the people in the state does 
want this bill to become law. It would displease us and the liquor interests 
if the people by a majority vote made this measure law. The Anti-Saloon 
League has run the risk of letting the people decide. .We dare not do this. 
We want to serve the interests of the saloon. What care we for the 
people! We will snatch this bill out of the people’s hands no matter if 
by doing so we violate the most sacred principle of Americanism. When it 
comes to a choice between serving the people or the saloon we choose the 

saloon, though thereby we trample under foot the holiest prerogative granted 
to civilized man. We stand against the people in this. AVe stand for the 
saloon. We stand for the institution that wrecks the home and destroys 
the state. AVe stand for the institution that starves children and keeps 
women in rags; that ruins the young man and breaks the heart of his 
mother. We, sirs, we stand by the traffic that fills the jail and the poor- 
house, that crowds the asylums and the penitentiary. We raise our hand 
and voice in favor of the institution that robs, and plunders, and murders, 
that corrupts, debauches and demoralizes. That’s what we stand for. 

We stand against the church, the home and the state. We stand against 
the father and his son, the mother and her daughter. We stand against the 
protection of the weak, the tempted and the fallen. Our voice and hand are 
raised against a suffering people that has come to plead for the right of self- 
protection. We will not grant it. We will not allow the people to enact a 

law for themselves. It might not be in favor of rum. Rum must be protected 
at all cost. The saloon must be shielded at all hazards. You have elected 
us as your servants; we are your tyrants and would like to know what you 
are going to do about it.” 

This is what sixty-nine of the representatives said by their vote in the 
last general assembly. What will the people say and do in the coming 
primaries and election? It is time to begin to reply. And replies are 

coming in. Loud and clear and decisive they come. The spirit of a patient 
people will not always strive with traitorous representatives. The flood of 
righteous indignation is at hand. The slumbering fifteen as well as the active 
sixty-nine must meet the day of reckoning. 

In the meantime let no one forget the sixty-eight who stood for the rights 
of the people. 

The Liquor Dealers’ Protective Association has lost its first love for the 
Anti-Saloon League. 

Little Johnnie Castle should not feel sore if Papa De Kalb County gives 
him a sound spanking because he was a bad boy while away from home. 


