
A Shelter in the Time of Crime 
The saloon has organs to represent its interests and to fight 

its battles. Thus it becomes confident, bold, defiant. It says and 
does what no institution since slavery has dared to say and do. 
It is a power in politics and in commerce. Men fear it. That is 
because it is not only powerful, it is unscrupulous. Its finished 

product is drunkards, debauched and ruined manhood. 

Tonight, after the highwayman has beaten and robbed his vic- 

tim, he will find shelter and protection in some friendly saloon. 
When the police seek the thug and the murderer they go prowl- 
ing about the saloon. It is a menace to our city from any stand- 

point.—Rev. J. H. MacDonald, Chicago. 

Governor Folk’s Open Letter 

To the Men Who Protest Against the 

Liquor Laws of Missouri- 

Dear Sir: I have the honor to ac- 

knowledge the receipt of your favor 

protesting against the enforcement of 

the law requiring dramshops to close 

on Sunday. Any man has the privilege 
of urging the repeal of any law through 
the law-making body, but no man has 

the right to demand of an executive 
official that he violate his oath of office. 

It would be just as proper for me not 

to have the gambling laws or the lar- 

ceny statutes enforced as to order that 

no attention be paid to the dramshop 
law. It is my sworn duty to execute 

the laws, and if every man, woman and 

child in the state were to protest 
against the dramshop law, I would still 

enforce it where I had the power to do 

so, because it would be my duty. 
But the majority of the people of 

this state want the law enforced. Were 

this not so, they would not have en- 

acted the law, for laws are put upon 
the statute books for some purpose. As 

governor I must either stand for the 

law or against the law; I must either 

observe the oath I have taken or break 

it. 
And I say to you, as long as I am 

governor I am going to do my best to 

uphold the law and to keep my official 

oath inviolate. No reasonable man 

could expect anything else of an exec- 

utive official. 
You say this law ought not to be 

enforced because it is an infringement 
of the natural rights of the citizens of 
the state. No one has a natural right 
to keep a dramshop open on Sunday, or 

any other day of the week. 

They exist not at all as a matter of 

right, but by tolerance. It is a privi- 
lege that the state can give or take 

away as she pleases. In this state 

dramshops are permitted six days in 

the week, but on Sunday they are out- 

lawed. 

The people of Missouri have decreed, 
through the Legislature, that the dram- 

shop is a special menace to peace and 

good order on Sunday, and have for- 
bidden them to operate on that day. 

The effect of the enforcement of this 
law in the large cities of Missouri, is 

reducing crime by some forty per cent., 
as shown by the statistics, demon- 
strates that the action of the Legisla- 
ture in passing this statute was not 
without wisdom. 

However that may be, it is the law, 
and any violation of it is lawlessness. 
This is not even a prohibition law, for 

forbidding a dramshop to sell intoxi- 
cants on Sunday no more requires a 

man to totally abstain than the law 

prohibiting the sale of clothing on Sun- 

day demands that a man go naked. 
If this law causes anyone any incon- 

venience it is a matter to be regretted, 
but it cannot be helped. I am told that 

the Germans, as a rule, are opposed to 

the enforcement of this law. This, I 

believe, is a mistake. I have a German 
name and German blood in my veins, 
and am proud of it. There are no more 

law-abiding people anywhere than they 
are. 

They may not like the law; they may 
be in favor of its repeal; but they, 
being good citizens, are in favor of ob- 

serving the law because it is the law, 
for they are not lawless. 

I observe you are a workingman and 

a union man. Some of the best support 
I have had in the enforcement of this 

law has come from union labor. Eight 
hours a day and six days a week are 

among the cardinal teachings of organ- 
ized labor. 

The laboring man should be the last 

to stand against the enforcement of 

law. All he has to protect him is the 

law. A man of wealth can secure what 

he wants through the magic of gold, 
but the laboring man must depend on 

his ballot and the laws that are made in 

accordance with his ballot. 

Union labor secured the passage 

through the Missouri legislature of the 

eight-hour law. Many of those who 

oppose this law are filing the same kind 
of protests against its enforcement that 

you do against the dramshop law. 
I am demanding that the eight-hour 

law be observed, and that those who 
fail to do so be prosecuted under the 
law. If I do not enforce the Sunday 
dramshop law, why should I enforce 
tne eight-hour law, or any other law, 
for that matter? 

It is significant that many objections 
coming to me against the Sunday law 
take the form not only of a protest 
against the law in favor of lawlessness, 
but in a large measure they attack the 
institution of the Sabbath itself. 

I am liberal in my views, and believe 
in allowing each citizen the largest 
amount of freedom consistent with 

good government, but I am in favor of 
the Christian Sabbath, and will not give 
my aid to its being entirely secularized. 

There have been Sunday laws in 

every civilized nation of the world 
since the days of Constantine, nearly 
1,600 years ago. Only once during this 

period has any nation been without a 

law distinguishing Sunday from other 

days; that was during the revolution in 

France, when G®d and Sunday were 

abolished by law. 
The morals of the people degener- 

ated so rapidly and debauchery in- 
creased at such an alarming rate, that 
one of the first acts of Napoleon when 
he came into power was to restore the 
Sabbath. 

The time in which there was no Sun- 

day in France is known to this day as 

the “Reign of Terror.” No American 
state will likely emulate the example of 
the revolutionists of France. 

I write you thus at length because I 
have received many hundreds of postal 
cards printed like yours, and I take this 
means of answering through you the 

others, as a separate letter to each 
would be impracticable. 

I say now, once for all, as long as 

the dramshop law is the law, and I 
have power to enforce it, it is going to 
be enforced. Petitions against its en- 

forcement -will have no more effect than 

requests for me to violate my official 
oath in some other respects. 

If the law is not to the liking of the 

majority, the majority can change it 

through the legislature, but the execu- 

tive cannot ignore it as long as it re- 

mains on the statute books, without 

being false to his trust. Very truly, 
Joseph W. Folk, 

Governor. 

Ten to Five 
It is evident that the coming cam- 

paign for county option on saloons will 
at least have the support of ten of 
our fifteen able Fulton county papers— 
possibly a larger number. That means 

victory for county option.—Fulton 
County Democrat. 


