
Organized Corruption in Saloon Business 
Politically speaking, local option is the growing method of 

successfully coping with and eventually removing the saloon 

nuisance, the maintenance of which is not a necessity even to 

the man who believes it wise and necessary to drink. The liquor 
attachment of the dance house must go, and the enforcement of 
law in connection with liquor, as everywhere else, is a funda- 
mental necessity of good government. 

Iii the battle with such violations the municipality contends 
not with the depraved appetite, the lawless drinker and the saloon 

keeper of Ioav intelligence and Ioav morality, but Avith a highly- 
organized money combine. The brewers’ and distillers’ trusts are 

back of every saloon keeper, and bring into the fight the most 

subtle tactics, enforced by the keenest laAvyers that money can 

command. 
We need a revival of teetotalism in our city, a practical as 

Avell as academic interest in local option agitations, more strenu- 

ous Iuavs for the guiding of our youths, and renewed zeal in the 
enforcement of existing laws.—Jenkin Lloyd Jones, Chicago. 

Thinks It Up to the Ohio Paper 
I desire to congratulate you upon the Illinois Issue; it is a worthy child 

of the American Issue. I was fearful when the suggestion was made that 
we have a State paper that we would miss some of the fire and vigor of 
the American Issue, but I find that my fears were entirely ungrounded. 
The Illinois Issue is full of the same spirit and directness that characterizes 
the Ohio paper. 

I am delighted with the way the matter is put up and one thing, I 

believe, to he very much in favor of the paper, is that each issue is brief 
and well printed, and easily read and of a size to be carried in a man’s 

pocket. I believe no one thing will he more helpful in the coming campaign 
than this Illinois paper. 

Very cordially yours, 
M. P. BOYNTON. 

The Governor on the Sunday 
Laws 

The State Administration Clearly Out 

Into the Open Upon This Subject 
and Mayors Will Doubtless 

Take Heed 

A week or so since, the ministers of 

Columbus called upon Mayor Badger, 
urging enforcement of the Sunday laws 

against saloons and other prohibited 
things. The chief of police issued a 

drastic order which evidently sought to 

make the law unpopular by covering 
more than its real intent. This was 

afterwards practically rescinded. As 

the result of further pressure upon 

Mayor Badger, he went to interview 

Secretary Houck, to find the governor’s 
intentions. Upon putting his question 
to Mr. Houck regarding the administra- 

tive position, he received the following 
response: 

“As a general proposition the mayor 
of a city should be, and is, quite as able 
to construe and comprehend his oath 
of office correctly as is the governor, 
and should be equally as willing to dis- 
charge the obligation assumed. As for 
Governor Pattison, his views in the 
premises are well known. His declara- 
tions on the subject of obedience to and 
enforcement of law, during the cam- 

paign, were the simple expressions of 
a lifetime. The governor is certainly 
justified in interpreting the result of 
the poll of Ohio as an emphatic en- 

dorsement of his views. 
Definition of Policy 

“In his inaugural address he reiter- 
ated them, and every official is referred 
to that document for an exact and spe- 
cific definition of his policy. Further- 
more, the defeat of the Adler bill by a 

vote of 89 to 8 in the House of Repre- 
sentatives today, which measure sought 
to interfere with the American Sabbath 
and existing Sunday laws, may be con- 

sidered an accurate reflection of public 
sentiment on the subject and an in- 
dorsement of the governor’s attitude. 
It is unnecessary to add that Governor 
Pattison’s record as a man and citizen 

clearly indicates that he possesses the 
courage of his convictions. The people 
of Ohio are now more interested in his 
speedy restoration to health than in 
what he will do when he actively as- 

sumes the duties of his office. They 
know he will discharge them.” 

The newspapers of the state all in- 

terpret this—and correctly—as mean- 

ing that the lid is to go on and stay 
put. The Ohio State Journal sums up 
its general view of the effect of this 

announcement by the following state- 

ment: 
“Governor John M. Pattison will not 

permit Sunday baseball playing. He 
has been urged to view the question of 
the enforcement of Sunday laws as one 

to be left to the discretion of local 
authorities. He has been asked to rel- 
egate the kind and degree of Sunday 
observance in the cities and villages to 
mayors. He has been unable to per- 
suade himself that either he or they 
have a right to connive at non-enforce- 
ment of law, and if they do, he will 
not. 

He trusts mayors will be alert ana 

not lax. He expects them to execute 
the Sunday laws, and not some of them 
but all of them, including the ancient 
statute forbidding baseball and like 
Sunday amusements. If his expecta- 
tion is not realized he will feel com- 

pelled to interfere and, as the chief 
executive, to force the minor executives 
to obey their oaths of office and make 
their citizens obey the laws. 

“Governor Pattison will not make 
distinctions in laws. All are to be en- 

forced, and all shall be enforced, 
at the price of the head of every rec- 

reant mayor in Ohio. If the official de- 

capitations are not efficacious, he is 
aware that he has at command 6,000 
National Guardsmen.” 

The Cincinnati Enquirer significantly 
remarks, regarding the action of the 

Legislature during the day, in re-enact- 

ing the Roberts bill with some modifi- 

cations exempting private families from 

its operation, by a vote of 80 to ^O: 

“The general results of the day indi- 
cated that the administration, as rep- 
resented by the executive and the legis- 
lative departments, intends to carry 
out what it believes to be the wishes of 
the voters of the state, as expressed 
at the last election. The friends of Sun- 

day baseball were feeling much dis- 

couraged tonight over the outlook.” 
This is the bill, it will be remem- 

bered, which prohibits dances in con- 

nection with places where liquor is 
sold. 

We judge that this will be sufficient 
for Ohio mayors upon the governor’s 
position, and that they will gracefully 
yield to the pressure of public opinion 
and the will of the «hief executive of 
the state.—American Issue. 

It Scares Them 
A wave of prohibition is sweeping over 

this country from one end to the other, 
that threatens to engulf and carry to de- 

struction the entire whisky enterprise. 
It is growing stronger each day, and 

each day towns and cities, counties, and 

even states are added to that class in 

which the whisky business cannot be 

carried on legitimately.—Bonfort’s Wine 
and Spirit Circular, New York City. 


