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Blood Money to Pave Streets 

Wretched Slaves to Drink Asked to 

Cough up Coin to Pay Rich 
City’s Expenses. 

The following appears in The Demo- 

crat, published at Anna, Union county, 
Illinois, dated February 9, 1906. 

“The voters of Anna will have an 

opportunity of voting on the question 
of license at the April election. One 

hundred citizens, voters, making such 

request. The council, however, seemed 

reluctant to grant the request.” The 

reason given being that the city now 

has a debt of $7,400 exclusive of street 

improvements and it seemed that the 

city council is loath to take any action 

that might possibly deprive the city of 

the revenue derived from the saloons. 
It seems that there was quite a good 
deal of discussion upon the proposition 
and The Democrat states “should 

license be defeated, the council will find 
itself in a very embarrassing situation. 
In this case, there will not be enough 

Democrats Show Commendable Independence 
In the last campaign for the Legislature, in the 35th District, we are 

informed on first hand authority, that every Democratic paper in the 
district stood for the Prohibition candidate, against the candidate of their 
own party, when an unworthy man was up for office. This shows a 

splendid spirit of independence in the Democratic party. 
Now that the Republicans have in the person of Mr. Castle, a candi- 

date who has proved himself to be the avowed friend of the liquor people 
as against the temperance people, temperance Republicans have an oppor- 
tunity to show their independence in a similar way in the coming election. 

Explanation Demanded 

The People Want to Know Why Castle Helped Weaken the Age of Consent 
Bill—Ask Him About It 

Attorney C. D. Rogers gave a stirring address before the White Ribbon 
club, at the social meeting held at V. I. Clark !s last Tuesday evening. 
Under the topic of “Law Enforcement,” he spoke of the necessity of 
teaching obedience in the home first of all, for the home is the bulwark of 
the nation. He also spoke at some length upon the new bill recently 
passed relating to the age of consent. He believes that the bill in its 
present form is a disgrace to Illinois; that it should be thoroughly under- 
stood by every parent, and an explanation demanded from those who 
passed it.—True Republican, Sycamore. 

Few objectionable laws have made so decided a stir in the state as the 
one enacted on the age of consent. The moral sense of the people was so 

shocked when the real situation became known that many parents began 
to fear that the law was only for the protection of crime of the worst 
order. 

Then when it became known that the Hon. John B. Castle was largely 
instrumental in weakening the law, his constituents at once began to 

probe into the matter. 

Bartlettism is being attacked by the saloon element as rank heresy. 

Rev. Quayle does not fail to assail with tooth and nail the illegal sale 
of ale. 

revenue to pay running expenses and an 

indebtedness incurred and the property 
owners would have to be called upon 
under the state law to build and repair 
their own streets and side-walks.” It 

really seems too bad that a city of the 
beauty and standing and moral senti- 
ment that they have in Anna, in Union 

county, that the property owners should 
be taxed to bear its just proportion of 

taxation; it is really too bad that a 

city council like that of Anna should 
have to resort to the taxation of prop- 
erty to keep up its improvements and 

pay its honest debts. 
Oh, what a glorious thing it is in 

this proud country of ours that we have 
men with appetites for strong drink to 

pay our taxes, to build our side-walks, 
to pave our streets. Oh, what a glor- 
ious thing it is that the wives of these 
men that have drunken husbands have 
the privilege of washing for the prop- 
erty owners of Anna that their husbands 

may spend their wages in the saloons 
and that the children of these drunkards 
should do without bread in order that 
the property may not be taxed “to 
build side-walks and pave streets.” 
What a glorious thing it is that these 
children shall be deprived of education 
because they haven’t clothing to attend 
our public schools kept up by taxation 
to pay for $1,800 fire engines which the 

city council has already bought upon 
petition of 339 voters, mostly all busi- 
ness men, to protect their business 

property and let lhat business property 
go untaxed and these children go un- 

educated that the saloons may remain 
in Anna, that the drunkards and 
drunkards’ wives and drunkards’ chil- 
dren may bear the taxation and not the 

property thus protected by these fire 

engines. What a country we live in! 
Is it any wonder that the council was 

a little loath to grant this request of 
180 voters to submit to a vote of the 

people the question of whether the 

property or the appetites and weakness 
of men should be taxed to pay these ex- 

penses? “Judge ye betwixt me and my 
vineyard” saith God. But yet, there is 
a way to fix this tax upon the women 

and children of Anna, for even after 
the vote has been taken, should it be 
found that a majority of the people are 

in favor of taxing the property and not 
the weakness and appetites of men, still 
the council could grant the license, put 
in the saloons and let the property go 
untaxed, and let the washerwomen 
whose husbands are drunkards suffer 
on and the children still do without 
bread. What a glorious country we 

live in! 

“Woe to him that giveth his neigh- 
bor drink.”—Bible. 

The liquor traffic has not a single 
feature that should entitle it to any 
favorable consideration. 


