
Our Enemy’s Acknowledgement 
“The liquor trade has to acknowledge the power of the Anti- 

Saloon League. It engages the brainiest preachers, the brainiest 
lawyers and the brainiest politicians in the country. As a pro- 
hibitive measure, it is doing more than all other temperance forces 
combined.—The Wholesalers’ and Retailers’ Review. 

Discovered 

By Mr. J. F. Burke, at Sycamore, Feb. 

27th, A Valiant Defender of Hon. 
John B. Castle. 

As Mr. Castle was the man whose 
motion to amend Senate Bill No. 95, 
secured the death of a bill that could 
not become a law except by a majority 
vote of the state at the next election, 
the discovery of his defender is a mat- 
ter of great interest in the district. 

The defender of Mr. Castle, whose 

political sympathizers are asserting 
that Castle has been true to his party, 
is the Hon. Jas. Branan, minority rep- 
resentative of the Thirty-Fifth district. 

Mr. Branan is a Democrat and a sa- 

loon keeper. 
He is, of course, opposed to the local 

option law and asserts that Mr. Castle 
is also. Now, since some people in the 
district assert that Mr. Castle is not 

opposed to local option, Branan’s as- 

sertion that he is, creates considerable 
interest. 

Mr. Branan is the man by whom 
Wm. J. Bryan refused to be introduced 

during his candidacy for the presidency, 
according to Eugene Chapin’s state- 
ment recently to a De Kalb audience. 
This adds interest to the discovery of 
a champion for Castle. 

The way of discovery was thrilling. 
Mr. Burke was speaking to a full house 
at Ward’s Opera House, on the record 
of Mr. Castle. The audience was com- 

posed of the town people, some from 

neighboring places, the politicians resi- 
dent at the county seat, and a consider- 

able number of the grand jury now in 

session. It was presided over by At- 

torney C. D. Rogers, whose recent ex- 

position of the new age of consent law 

at the Willard Memorial meeting has 

created a conviction in accord with his 

own, that the law is a disgrace to the 

state. He stated that the people were 

demanding truth and truth made pub- 
lic, and introduced Mr. Burke as a man 

in the employ of the churches to give 
a judicious and honest version of facts. 

Mr. Burke referred to himself as the 

accredited attorney of the federated 
churches in action. In a few moments 

the audience felt it. That he knew the 

law and laws he referred to, in their 

historic development and present as- 

pects, soon became evident. That he 

fairly represented the intellect and 
heart, the wisdom and energy of all 
the churches in action seemed clear 
when he got into action. 

Working directly along the line of 
two general propositions that the strug- 
gles for liberty had always been between 
the few who held power, place, and 

privilege, and would exploit the people, 
and the people in whom is the instinc- 
tive desire for self-rule; and that it 
would usually be seen that the few 
would serve selfish, personal interests 

against the people. Then he exhibited 
the record of Mr. Castle in his actions 

against the people. He illustrated by 
showing Mr. Castle’s record on such 
matters as the “Loan Shark Bill,” which 
had to be forced out of the judiciary 
committee; his refusal to give the 
Women’s Clubs of the state an oppor- 
tunity for a hearing on the outrageous 
.rt.ge of Consent bill; he pictured in 

graphic manner the almost riotous con- 

dition of the judiciary committee when 
Mr. Castle sought to hold up the bill set 
to protect the lives, limbs and families 
of laboring men against accidents and 

injuries caused by inadequate protec- 
tion; he was told how the wish of the 

people was ignored by Mr. Castle’s 
treatment of the resolution before the 
House to ascertain whether the Illinois 
Central R. R. was paying a just amount 
to the state to meet its charter condi- 

tions; then he took up his attitude on 

the local option bill. 

Entering those details which careful 
readers of the Issue are acquainted with, 
Mr. Burke made it clear that men at 

Springfield do not line up on party lines, 
so much as into the good and bad, the 
true and the false, as illustrated in our 

district; Branan and Castle are for and 
with the saloons, Sheldon against them. 
He told of the bill presented for the 

purpose of showing the judiciary com- 

mittee that the Senate would take no 

further action, and that to amend Bill 
95 at all was to kill it. He referred 
to Mr. Castle’s claim that the bill was 

presented as a substitute for Senate 
Bill 95 as untrue, when up rose Branan 
to deny that statement. Mr. Burke then 
waded in; few but terrible were his 

words, so explicit was his statement, so 

straight his response, yet closing with 
the words, “Mr. Branan, if you had been 
a member of the judiciary committee 

I do not believe you would say what 
you have.” The sense of humor and 
surprise at the tactful way Mr. Burke 
had met him, and disgust as Branan 
had defended his friend Castle, threw 
the whole weight of enthusiastic ap- 
plause to Mr. Burke in such a manner 

that the very ceiling of the hall shook. 
How clearly had been proven Mr. 

Burke’s statement that Mr. Castle and 
Mr. Branan, democrat saloon keeper 
and republican banker, were lined up 
together. And eyes were opened, and 
minds were convinced, and Mr. Castle’s 
doom was sealed in Sycamore by this 
unique combination of events by which 
the only defender of Castle, the repub- 
lican, was Branan, the democrat and 
saloon keeper. 

When the meeting closed, men by 
the score who had patiently, with in- 
creasing interest listened to Mr. Burke 
for two and one-half hours, moved for- 
ward to express their appreciation of 
his worth and work. And the word will 
go—grand jurors will carry it through 
the county; others who are soon to 
enter the campaign as local speakers 
listened, learned, were fired with new 

zeal and are now anxious to enter the 
contest. Only the blind fail to see 

victory. “If that man Burke cannot be 
kept out of this district, no one will 
know Castle was a candidate,” said one, 
and none who heard it assumed to 

deny it. 

Communicated. 

A Manly Illinois Legislator 
The reply of Representative Allen, of 

Illinois, to a delegation which met him 
at Danville, the largest city in his dis- 
trict, to protest against the local option 
bill, is one of the best things we have 
ever heard. 

The spokesman said: 
“Mr. Allen, this bill, if it is passed 

and is adopted, will cost Danville 
$60,000 a year.” 

Mr. Allen replied: “If by knocking 
the whisky out of Danville we can save 

your boy, it is worth $60,000 to me, even 

if it isn’t worth a cent to you.” 
There was nothing more to be said.— 

American Issue. 

The average politician usually has an 

ax to grind and he usually finds plenty 
of people loafing around in this country 
who are willing to turn the grind-stone. 
It is a principle in Philosophy that 
water cannot rise above its level, neither 
can the politician rise above the com- 

pany he keeps and the ones who elect 
him to office. Let the church people 
arise in their united power and say to 
the politician, “You must be our serv- 

ant, we have turned the grind-stone long 
enough.” The point is, that whenever 
the church people demand it of their 

representatives they will do their bid- 

ding and not the bidding of the loafers 
and the saloon people. 


