
South Carolina Dispensary 
Abolished 

The House of Representatives, Feb- 

ruary 6, passed by 23 majority the Mor- 

gan bill to abolish the state dispensary. 
The bill was already passed by the Sen- 
ate. 

The dispensary system on trial in 

South Carolina has proven an utter fail- 

ure. Since it was a source of revenue 

to the state, some of its officers pro- 
moted sales as far as possible, and it 

became a huge drunkard-maker. It be- 

What Makes the Difference i 
It may not make such a difference whether your state goes | 

Democratic or Republican; but it does make a great difference f 
whether it goes honest or dishonest.—Governor Folk. |> 

came also a source of political corrup- 
tion, and dies at last under the univer- 
sal reprobation of all the better classes 
of the state.—American Issue. 

The working population of Glasgow 
spends annually in drink, on an aver- 

age, $16,767,250, which is three times 
as much as it pays for rent. 

Legal Status of the Saloon 

The Supreme Court of the State of Illinois views the Liquor Traffic as an Evil 
to the Person and Pernicious to the Welfare of Society 

It seems to be assumed by the supreme court of this 
state that everybody is cognizant of the evils of in- 

temperance, and the supreme court has repeatedly ex- 

pressed its opinion with reference to the dram-shop 
business. 

In the case of Dennehy vs. The City of Chicago, 
found in Volume 120 of the Illinois Supreme Court Re- 

ports, on page 646, it is said: 
“Dram drinking is an evil to the person and per- 

nicious to the welfare of society.” 
And in the opinion in that case, the court says that 

all prohibitory laws with reference to the sale of liquors 
assume that dram drinking is an evil to the person 
and pernicious to the welfare of society, and the court 

announces that it has been so held by the previous de- 
cisions of this court. 

In the case of Coursey vs. Coursey, found in Volume 
60 of the Illinois Supreme Court Reports, on page 186, 
in reviewing an instruction given to the jury that tried 
that case, the supreme court uses this language: 

“It has been said with much truth, as well as beauty, 
that ‘wine heightens indifference into love, love into 
jealousy, and jealousy into madness. It often turns 
the good-natured man into an idiot, and the choleric 
into an assassin. It gives bitterness to resentment, 
makes vanity insupportable, and displays every little 
spot of the soul in its utmost deformity.’ 

“When we reflect upon the passion and crime and 
unmanly violence so often the result of intoxication from 
the use of spirituous liquors, it was eminently proper 
that the jury should consider the drunkenness of ap- 

pellant in connection with his threats and acts of per- 
sonal injury, in determining the character of the latter. 
A sober man would scarcely dare to strike a woman; 
while one, under the debasing influence of liquor, might 
be guilty of any enormity.” 

It is certain the supreme court in this state will 

aid the people in enforcing a law tending to restrict 

the sale of liquor in the manner indicated in the bill 

now pending before the legislature of this state and 

which this paper is urging the adoption of to the utmost 

of its energy. 
Gambling, the next greatest evil to drunkenness, has 

recently received an unmeasured rebuke from the su- 

preme court of this state in a case where the court 

sustained a judgment wherein money lost at gambling 
was recovered by the loser under a statute of this state. 
We here quote literally what the court said: 

“The purpose of the legislature in the enactment of 
this statute was to lessen, and, if possible, to prevent, 
gambling. The evils resulting therefrom are among 
the most pernicious that afflict modern society. The 
practice destroys in its devotees all desire to engage 
in legitimate employment or business. The loser be- 
comes intent on recovering his losses at the gaming 
table and is frequently driven to embezzlement and 
theft. The winner acquires a contempt for the small 
gains of honest pursuits. He spends the profits of un- 

lawful hours in idleness and debauchery, among disso- 
lute companions. Thrift is destroyed. Wholesome 
pleasures soon pall upon the taste. The ties of home 
and domestic life are disregarded, and eventually anni- 
hilated, by the craze for gaming and by the feverish 
excitement with which it fires its followers. Being it- 
self unlawful, it creates and encourages contempt for 
all law, weakens every legal restraint and every honest 
impulse. Financial ruin and moral degradation alike 
inevitably overtake every man who cannot resist its 
allurements, no matter with what degree of skill he 
engages in the nefarious business.” 

The entire supreme court, composed of Chief Justice 
John P. Hand and Justices Benjamin D. Magruder, 
Jacob N. Wilkin, James H. Cartwright, Carroll C. Boggs, 
James B. Ricks and Guy C. Scott, unanimously con- 

curred in this opinion, which was voiced through Justice 
Scott. 

Can it be doubted that if the legislature of this state 

will, at their next session, perform the duty which de- 
volves upon them in the name of humanity and justice 
and pass the law which will then be urged, making it 

possible to protect the youth, the women and the chil- 
dren of this state from the crimes of drunkenness and 
its accompanying ills, that the judges will make that 
law effective by their approval? We deem it a moral 

certainty that the supreme court of this state will sus- 

tain the law, when it is passed, and on every occasion 

give force and effect to its provisions. 
The proposed law which will come before the next 

legislature has been printed in full in March the 2nd 
issue of this paper. 


