
The Dictator 
I am weary of a condition of things where the man whose busi- 

ness it is to make the laws must hold his office by consent of 
the man whose business it is to break the laws. I am weary of 
the insolent and dictatorial spirit which so largely pervades the 
saloon business; of its open alliance with vice and its open con- 

tempt for law.—United States Senator Carmack. 

The Ohio Situation 
The readers of the Illinois Issue who have followed the Ohio campaign 

will be glad to learn that the Legislature of Ohio has just passed the bills 
urged by the Anti-Saloon League of that state. 

Two Bills Were Up 
1. The Search and Seizure Bill. This provided for the right to go into 

a place that might rightly be suspected of selling liquor in violation of the 
law, and make a thorough search. The proprietor is by law required to 
allow the search to be made. If no evidence of guilt is found the proprietor 
suffers no loss. If, however, material or evidence is secured, showing that 
the proprietor is violating the laws of the state, any of his goods used in 
such violation may be seized and confiscated, the violator prosecuted and 
made to pay fine and also suffer imprisonment. 

This is one of the best laws for keeping out illicit liquor selling and 
stopping “blind pigs,” and “speak easies.” Druggists and candy kitchens 
are fully as well guarded as other places where soft drinks are dispensed. 
Under this law no druggist will attempt to sell liquor for other than medic- 
inal purposes, as it would mean the confiscation of his stock and the im- 
prisonment of himself. 

2. The residential Local Option Bill. This is an improved measure 

upon the bill which passed in the last house and would have passed in the 
senate except for the interference of Governor Herrick, who weakened the 
bill by his threat to veto unless the bill was amended to suit him and 
the liquor element. 

The righteous people of Ohio and of all other states in the Union re- 

member, with a great deal of joy, that this same Herrick, who threatened the 
veto, was himself vetoed by the people of his state at the election last 
November. 

The present legislature and the new governor are friendly to the in- 
terests of the people, and have given Ohio a residential Local Option law, 
by which the people may, by a majority of voters on a remonstrance peti- 
tion, keep saloons away from their homes. 

Ohio now has township local option, village local option, and residen- 
tial district local option. The result from township and village local option 
has been marvelous. The added law will give the people a chance to keep 
the saloons out of a great number of places where they are not wanted. 

The League in Ohio has already announced that it will move fast for 
county local option, and expects to pass a bill with this provision at the 
earliest possible moment. 

Dr. Baker, national superintendent, said the other day, when he passed 
through Illinois: “We have gotten all we have asked for and feel good. 
What a great legislature we have over there in Ohio. Each man is vieing 
with the other to see who can come out with the best record. Those men 

would be a credit to a good prayer meeting. 
Meanwhile the other states are working and praying for a cleansing of 

the legislative bodies. The inspiration that comes from Ohio will be a 

mighty factor in the strenuous conflict against the liquor army. 

I shall do the best I can to uphold the dignity of the laws of the state. 
I have no reverence for the rights of those engaged in lawlessness.—Joe Polk. 

From the Empire State 
A hearing on the local option bill for 

residence districts of cities, was given 
before committees of the New York 

Legislature at Albany, March 8, 1906. 
Mr. William H. Anderson represented 

the Methodist Episcopal church as chair- 
man of the standing committee on leg- 
islation of the board of managers of the 
Temperance Society, and said in part: 

“The opposition to this bill speak of 
large property interests until one would 
think they believe that no one else own 

property. The Methodist Conferences 
in New York have a membership of 
over 300,000, and have church and par- 
sonage property alone valued at over 

$30,000,000. Over $2,000,000 was 

raised by them last year for pastoral 
support, and over $700,000 given to 
various benevolences. These are the 
figures of only one denomination. The 
church property of all denominations in 
Greater New York city alone is valued at 
$100,000,000 in round numbers. 

“The brewers here represented talk of 
‘rights.’ What right has the liquor 
traffic which is superior to the right of 
the church to receive returns upon its 
investment? What right has a traffic, 
so characterized by every court of last 
resort, that is higher than the right of 
tens of thousands of children in our own 

and other Sunday schools to the benefit 
of the necessities of food, shelter and 
clothing, and even the comforts of life, 
which the earning capacity of their 
fathers can reasonably produce? They 
talk of ‘compensation.’ Are they ready 
to pay for the depreciation of property 
near their establishments, to reimburse 
the families of their patrons for support 
that failed and to recoup the state for 
the loss of the drunkard’s earning 
power? The institution which I repre- 
sent does not succeed by pandering to 
the greed, appetite, weakness and frail- 

ty of men. It never ruined a home, 
broke the heart of a wife, blighted the 
life of a child, or destroyed a soul. 

“The saloon especially aimed at by 
this bill is peculiarly subversive of the 
work of the church; that is, the saloon 
out among the homes of the people. 
The residence district saloon exists not 
to supply a demand, but to create one. 

The only real demand that it supplies 
is the demand of some brewer for a big- 
ger market. 

“We are not here to ask for this 
measure as a special favor, but as a 

right incident to self government. We 
do not ask this legislature to close a 

single saloon, but merely to hand the 

question back for determination by a 

majority of the voters of the locality 
immediately concerned. This is home 

rule, majority rule, self government and 
fundamental Americanism.” 

“The Anti-Saloon League is one of 
God’s forces.”—Mrs L. L. Shotwell, 
Pres. W. C. T. U., Birmingham. 


