
A Huge Game of Bluff 
The saloon, with no inherent rights, with no legal status, with a record be- 

fore which it stands impeached and disgraced, with a series ot deeds that has 

stamped it a criminal, with a history that reeks with murder and debauchery, 
with a past that it has tilled with sorrows and sufferings and death, with a 

present that pronounces upon it the world’s condemnation,— with all this, 
the saloon thrusts itself into civilization and ramrods itself into high places, 
struts into our legislatures demanding rights which it has not, holds up the 

people and defies the laws, refuses to be governed and persists in its claims 

to the throne of the kingdoms of the world. 

Accused of Running the 
Churches 

Brewers Held Responsible for Laxity of 

Temperance Work in Religions 
Circles 

The brewers seem to be catching it 

on all hands. Rev. T. M. Hare, of Mil- 

waukee, is superintendent of the Wis- 

consin Anti-Saloon League. He deliv- 
ered a sermon in Superior, Wis., Sun- 

day, in which he said: 

“The millionaire brewer is the dicta- 

tor of our political institutions. The 

liquor interests control the business of 

the country, and the traffic is now en- 

gaged in a death-grapple with Chris- 

tianity. But delivery is at hand, and I 

will live to see the last saloon wiped 
out of existence. I can enumerate with- 

out number, churches that are con- 

trolled by the liquor dealers. A time 
• 

will come when men who are not 

blinded by petty theories will come to 

the rescue of our great commonwealth. 

Folk, Pattison and Jerome have demon- 

strated that the Sunday liquor laws can 

be enforced in large cities just as well 
as in the small ones.” 

The brewer has often been reproached 
for mixing in the local politics, but it 

is a new charge to have him accused of 

running the churches. 
Of one thing there can be neither 

doubt nor question. It is this. When 
the time comes that the forces which 
make for good are as united and har- 
monious as those which oppose, the re- 

sults will be marvelously surprising.— 
Streator Pree Press. 

Unshackled from Party Machinery the 
Voters will Support Honest Men 
We believe that the fundamental doctrine of American 

social life is that the people can be trusted to govern them- 

selves; and the corollary is self evident that the people have 

common sense finally to secure the privilege to govern them- 

selves; that they will unhorse any power that undertakes 
to seize the government, and will smash any political machine 

run by the shrewdest bosses. Gov. Folk, of Missouri, in his 

address at the Chautauqua Assembly last summer, said that 

the reign of graft and boodle was giving out, and that the 

reign of law was reasserting itself. He held that the awaken- 

ing of public conscience is a marked feature of our days. “It 

shows that the people are indeed supreme, if they can only be 

aroused.” It is the mission of honest statesmen to under- 

take this awakening of public sentiment. It has been needed 
from Thomas Jefferson down, and it always will be needed. 

A popular government, says John Adams, is not a perfect 
government; but, as compared with other governments, we 

hold it to be least liable to abuse. It is also most sure to breed 

reformers. It does not hinder the public conscience from 

expressing itself. It is hardly possible to “fool all the people 
all the time,” said Lincoln. Governor Folk is, however, not 

a maker of the times, but a symptom of the times. It is not a 

mere matter of chance that a dozen reform governors and 

mayors of metropolitan cities should appear at the same time. 

We are sure that they are voices of the public conscience. In 

turn, it is natural that they should recognize the public rather 

than the machine. 
The first and natural consequence is a growing confidence 

in public sentiment. Men of ability and character are turn- 

ing to the common folk for their nominations. They say, 
“Give us permission to serve you and we will obey your will.” 

“People,” said Governor Folk, “will no longer respond to 
the sounding brass of mere party name, but the party must 
stand for something worth the while—it must mean something 
clean and decent.” The people realize that a rascal is just 
as much a rascal if he belongs to one party or the other. 

Speaking in the State of New York he expressed a sentiment 
which might well be repeated in any other state. “It may 
not make such a difference whether your state goes demo- 
cratic or goes republican; but it does make a great difference 
whether it goes honest or dishonest.” 

We may fairly count on these periods of weakening party 
machinery, and a coming together of the leaders and the 

people. It is our obligation to take advantage of such 

periods to make sure that they are also stages of progress. 
The church and the state are not really separate in purpose 
and aim. They are parts of one social life. We cannot have 
a clean church and a rotten secular organization. If boodlers 
and grafters are in power the church will surely be tainted. 
It is the interest of every Christian to see that our political 
life is honest and righteous. It is the same people who live 
and act in church and state. We must be clean all through. 
An honest man cannot vote for a rascal. It certainly is our 

duty to make sure that we are free men in this day—free to 
not only create, but to assist a new race of politician. The 
men who are now appealing to us, instead of making them- 
selves bond servants to rings and bosses, must find that the 

people are true and responsive. We believe that they are 

right, but we believe also that they are politically wise. 

Any politician who desires to do the right thing can retain 
office best by frankly speaking his principles, and purposes, 
to the voter.—E. P. Powell, In “Unity.” 


